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| with a Diſcourſe e, 
bour to advance the = 
Ends of Life, the Glory of God, and 
the perfection and Karat of Man. 
I cannot, I „pretend to have 

cone up to the Dignity of my Subs 
ject; yet I have done what I could, 

and have attempted it with my ut- 

* moſt Foree. I know You too well 
td imagine Tou / fond of an Addreſs 
of this publick Nature: You love 
- the real _ ſolid Satisfactions, not 
Pomp and '3 | 
ur A 2 


* 


* * 4 » 
* 

WA 2 1 

* . 


4 * Tus 4 hes? * as . = 
hk «RE n 8 


1 ISA 


TÞ-.- sf 
n 1 
3 


2 1 
* * * we - * 4 8 "RE 
a "4 l 
4 * 
* 


3 vertuous Pleaſures om * 
gentle and chearful Flame, — * 
wever, I. cannot 
be e t [Xoull\pa don 
the Liberty which I here take, ken 
I have told *Y6u} Phat the making 

t cknowledgment I could to 
ho has given me fo” mary 
roofs of a generous and paſſionate | 
iehdſhip, %s 7 Pleaſuts too great 
"reftted.-” Fam, 9 
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7161 PRODUCTION; 7 1% ſhown "the 
Connexion betwixt. This d the Auth, Mee 


Dieatiſes concerning an Rae uiry after Happin 

4 9 C T 1 Secular and Rel FOR 
+ Penfettiom be Deſign of this Bool deglar'd; and. 
9 from ſome — and the Method of 


h Whole Laid 1225 the Render. n 8 5 
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maß d 27 n e bin g 
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Of Religion Perfection in ; General Wo v7 
Chap. Erfeitions 4 * 4 Halit 4 Holineſs: This Jv 
110) Notion: conformable to Reaſon und —— | 
- 8 The Naur of an W ban der a, according t Fonr: Fro- 
erties of it, inc arge, 


Chap. 2. This Notion if Perfedtion W by all. Paas, 
home uer different in their Expreſſions. Somie ſhort Reflect ioms 
—_— what the Pelagians, the Papiſts, the Quakers, and te 
J „NMyſrical Writers have ſaid concerning Perfection, p. 17 i 
Chap. 31 beveral Inferences deduced from the true Notion o 
Perfection. With a plain Method how Perſons may judge 
ef their preſtnt tate. The Difference between the extra- 
ordinary Primitive Converſions," and thoſe which ma be ex- 
©: peched in our Days, | With 4 Remark, about Infuſed Ha- 
bits "Bi p. 27 
Tas N Chap: 
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tages of Religious Perfection; which is reduced to theſe Four 
Heads. 11 As it advances. the Honour of the true and li- 
ving God, and his Son Jefbs in the World. 2. As it pro- 
mates the Good of Mankind. Theſe Two treated. of in the 
Chapter of Zeal. 3, As il produges in the per fell Man a full 
Affrrangt_of Bverna! Haſpineſs and Glory. 4. AS i puts 


. bim in Poſſeſſion of True Happineſs in this Life. Theſe Two 


laſt, Aſſura nce, and 4 Happineſs or Pleaſure, hand- 


led in this Chapter, Where the Pleaſures of the Sinner, and 


of the Perfelt Chriſtian, are compar” 
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Chap. 5: Of che Attainment of Perfelt ion « With a particular 
Aron of the manner, or the ſeveral Steps by which Man 


Advances, or grows up to it With Three Remarks to 


male this Diſcourſe more uſeful, and to free it. from ſome 


es, 


Chap. 6. Of the Means of Perfection. Five general Obſer- 


vations, ſerving for Directions in the Uſe of Goſpel-Means, 
and Inſtrumental Duties. - 1. The Practice of Wiſdom 
and Vertue is the beſt Means to improve and ſtrengthen 
bath. 2. The Two general and immediate Inſtruments, as 
of Converſion ſo of Perfection too, are The Goſpel and 


be Spirit. 3. The Natural and Immediate Fruit of Me- 
- ditation, Prayer, Euchariſt, Pſalmody, and good Con- 


- verſation, or Friendſhip, 4, the quickening and enliven- 


be Conſcience ; the fortifying and — he Re- 


o 
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ſolutions; and the raiſing and keeping up an Heavenly 


Frame of Spirit. 4. The immediate Ends of Diſcipline, 
Le the ſubduing the Pride of the Heart, and the reducing 
" the Appetites of the Body. F. Some kinds of Life are 
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other Li 


better ſuited to the great Ends of Religion and Vertne, than 
or EIT TTY 
hap. 7. Of the Motives to perfection. Several Motives 


others, 


ſumm d up in ſhort, and that Great one, of having the 
Lif in our View, inſifted upon, : p. 38 
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| outward Parts, extraordinary acquitr d Learns 

, Ft. 4 apen his Moral Qualifi try 


Ir Impartiality, and Love of the APN 4. 8 


1 the Artdinment of f Mumination. RA, 


offer our Minds to be — ed 3 
E ee to our 7. 

tender ond ſenſible 8 10 5 
minating Truths. 3. we alt confe 
| fures of Lage which wr have 3 92 
5 addreſs our ſelves to God byPrayer, for 


A7 elves 


Rae Nie. 


e fre. | 


Mumu 
nation of his Grace. The Chapter concluded with N 


_ Fulgentins, a. The . fi yt — 
ap. 3. 0 Liberty 4» ener. ation of it ate 
— h The Hain of #h 2 s Liberty. 1. 88 5 being 4 
is Happineſs. 2. A 
Freedom and Pleaſure in i eee and good 
age 3. The near Ela i. creates hetmeen God and 
4. The great Fruit of all; Eternal Life. With a pc 
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a it r to Ur : 
2 * 44A conſider d, clieſty with reſpelt to its Crap 
tion. How far thit Diſtemper of Nature u urable. Which 
th Cure is to be effefted, P. 269 
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con 5. Of Liberty. eee to Sins of Infirmity. An 
f: Whether there be any 


21 % into theſe © Three 
Sens viz. Sins in mot þ Jive and die. 
4 : tbr. Are, what 5 he 3 or with. VI us ;ſhes them 
' fro 2 — or Mortal Sins. 3. Hom 7. 12 to extend 


the PA y.of the Perfett Man. 3 ther Sins, P. 298 
cbs 757 Liberty: 4 it imports Freedom * 
be ore Sin. What MertabSin iis Here the Ferſia Man 


: a ee from it ʒ and which way this Li be beſt 
en len, Roles fr he . 2 


Chap. . % Mafrvitfulnaſs, 4 t conte in Idleneſs. Jdle- 


4 » neſs, either 22 n Conſiderations ta deter 


Men from: the Sin of ine, , „ pe. 332 
Chap. *»Qs Of.Uafruit vlne 83 * r or 


. Formality.. The. Cauſes From which Lykewarmneſs proceeds. 


The Folly Guilt. and Danger of. a Laodicean State. p- 207 
Chap 9. 87 Zeal. What iv general 5s meant by Zed: 
what ii that Perfection of Holineſi in. which it co rw 


„ .W hether che P £&r ect Man muſt be adarne with ich a Confluence | 
_ 7 all 4 ertues 5, and to Prof of. Holineſs, he. 4 bo 


Chap. 10. Of Zeal, 557 5 in Good N 
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: "looſe a Notion 'of Religion. 2. An Opinion that Perfection 
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B. What Ste ps L am gg thus für 
By 


in, my Enquiry 4 Jer pineſß, and 
Whaf 17 8 or et rence there 


is, 0 WESs This and tw Sher Rp pr 
alrea dy eRiift ſhed on That Subject, is very 
Woes. „In the Fut, 1 äche ohr to re- 
move thoſe 1 0 jeCions which repreſent alt 
Enq ities and Attempts after 925 Happi- 
nefs 1 tid Life, dan as fantaſtick or un: 
1705 ary, or, which is as bad, vain and to 
oe And after I have aſferted the 
Yak Po Mile Royer Hap Hap neſs, I do i in ge- 
15 pole out the'true* Reaſons of our fx 
Succe band 9 ointmeßte Re 3 of it. 
In rhe Second, Ate the't 10 00 bf Hl. | 
man e, fal 1 pon e e Aide "op 
8. ir eech & Mc i and ve 
es the Aitive and 0 Le Life de- 
det᷑ ho Life in hi 
OL, * In I His T 


Prolonged and 


e Two forr * r Sing it 


pineſs... he 


5 14 


ayes 


dance 


| The Introdufion. 9 
dance on one another. For as Life, which 


is the Rational Exerciſe and Eniployment 


of our Powers and Faculties, does natural- 
ly advance on, and terminate in A 
1 Perfection, which is nothing elſe but the 


| 415 of Humyn Vertueg, r 
end in that Reſt and Peace, that Tranqui 


een pine 4 | Now Per ection in an 
Metaphyſical Notion of it, is 4 

ir that admits 17 ie of Acceſſion nor 

Diminution. But talking of it  Pratticaly, 


and in a manner accommodated to the Na- 


ture of Things, the Perfection of Man con · 
ſiſts in ſuch Endowments and Attainments 
as Man is generally capable of in this Life; 


And becauſe Man may be conſidered ei- 


ther in relation to This or to another "lk 
therefore Human Perfection may, I think, 
naturally enough be divided into Lene 
and Secular. By Secular, I mean that wl 
regards our Intereſt in this Life : By Re 
| „ That which ſecures it in Eternity. 
The e one more dire Wen immediate 
aims at the Favour of Man; the other at 
the Favour of God: The one purſues that 


7 B, whatever it be, that is to bg 
5 in 


outward and worldly Advant 
Fo other, That which flows from Fertus 
and a good Conſcience, TI ny now to 
diſcera, which of theſe Two Kinds of Per- 
fettion | is the more deſirable; the one pan 


Fenn , and Joy of Mind, whichave 


ſtian; the Succeſs of the one is 
bus, that of the other certain, a 


The InroduSi, ion. 


bes and exalts our Nature, the other po- 
liſhes and varniſhes it; the one makes a 


compleat Gentleman, the other a true Chri- 


Dependance on Time or Chance 
mour or Fancy of Man; the 2 the Hu of 
the one is ſhott and ſ uperkicial ; Thar of 
the other, Great and Lafting The World 
admires the one, and Gol approves the 
other. To be — hly perſuaded of This, 
is a good Step towards true Wiſdom, as be- 
ing that, which will enable Man to ſteer 
the whole Courſe of Lite aright. But while 
Tprefer the one, I do not preſcribe'the Ne- 
glect or Contempt of the other; ſo far am 
from it, that I am of Opinion; Thar Se- 
cular Perfection has very often ſome Infly- 
ence upon our Spiritual State, as well as its 
Uſe and Advantage in reference to our 


temporal one: That the moſt admir'd Ace- 


compliſhments of a Secular Life, are ſo far 


from: being inconſigent with Religion, that 


flouriſh moſt when they are inſſuenc d 
and cultivated by it; and 4 
ht be of ſome Service to t © World to 
4n and convince them of This, I had 
it ſometimes in my Thoughts to have treat- 
ed here as well of Secular as Religious Per- 
fection: But doubting how well this 
fuit with my Function, and how far 82 

Ser- 


5 


— naturally ſpring from it, and thrive 


ing that it 
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Obſervations I could make on this Subject, 
might fall ſhort of anſwering the Expecta- 
tion of Men of worldly Parts and Fit 
.ence,-I laid aſide the Deſign. Here then, 
I confine: my Meditations wholly to Reli- 
gious Ferfacbioun; I examine the Nature of 
it, both in General, and in Particular; not 
only ftating the true Notion of it, but alſo 
deſcending. to the ſeveral Branches and 
Parts of it; I free it from thoſe Miſtakes 
and Diſputes that perplex and encumber it; 
I lay down the Motives tc i ir, and eee 
the Ways of obtaining it. 
After this ſhort Abeount of my Deſign; 
Ii next Thing T am to do, is to prevent, 
if I can, thoſe Prejudics which may ei- 
ther wholly fruſtrate; onat leaſt very much 
hinder and diminiſlii the Sucoefs and Influ- 
.ence of it. Some are apt to ſtartle at the 
very Mention of Perfection; they have 
entertain'd ſuch humble Thoughts, not on- 
ly of Human Nature, hut, as it ſeems, F 
Divine Grace too, and Evangelical Ri 
ouſneſs, that all Talk of Perfection our 
to them. like the Preaching a New Goſpel, 
and an obtruding upon the World a Fan- 
taſtick Scheme of proud ind pretending 
Morality. But this Fear will ſoon vaniſh, 
when I tell ſuch; that I diſcourſe: of the 
Per fecbion of Men, not Angels: And.:rhatil 
treat This, not like a Mont, or a ſublime 
and dybile I bur like one, who 
9g 53.5 155 we LS of *N n 4 have 
25 
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70 
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0 . The 1 9 
babe * i converfant with the Doubts 


and Seru uples, With the Fears and Frailties 
of amt Nature, and departing Souls. I 


do not pretend to bleſs the World with the 


Diſcovery of New Truths. If at = time 
I ef Ola ones in a better L 1 3 "OT 
pute 


wipe off the Duſt, which D and 


Time; and the Corruption of Manners, has 
here And there ſcattered upon them, is 


the utmoſt Iaim at. 


But how numerous, will ſome ſay, are 


the Controverſies that have 1n every Age 
per plex d this Subject? Grace and Mature, 
Perfection and Sin, Merit, Supererogation, &c. 


theſe are Themes that hade exerciſed and 


embroibd the Church of Chriſt, almoſt 
through all the ſeveral Ages of it down to 
this Bay: And with how little Advantage 
to the Honour of Chriſtianity, and the In- 
tereſt of Vertue, have the brighteſt Parts, 
and the deepeſt Learning been here em- 


ploy'd? To This, all T have to fay, is, I 


Write Practically, and conſult the Intereſt 
of Souls, not Parties. I cannot but ſee, and 
that with Trouble and Regret, how much 
Chriſtianity has in almoſt all Times ſuffer- 
ed by thoſe Nice and ſubtle, by thoſe Ob- 
ſtinate and Paſſionate Diſputes, with which 
Writers have even oppreſſed and ſtifled the 
moſt Practical Subjects; and do moſt ear- 
neſtly deſire to foo the Spirit of Polemical 


nn. caſt out of the Church of Chriſt, 


and 


7 o 


The Introcluction. 


and That of a Pracbibal and Experimental 
one eſtabliſhed in the Room of it Though 
therefore, I have conſidered thoſe Contro- 
verſies which concern my Subject, it was 
with no other Deſign, than to guard and 
fort if my Reader againſt the ill Infl 
of feveral Errors, with which they T_T 
I decline all uſeleſs Speculations, and {la- 
ao wholly to. reſtore Reli to its Na- 
tive Stre th and Beauty ; —_ I think 
this Objection will nor touch me, who do 


— propoſe to Write 2 Learved, but a fefut 


If any Man be apprehenſive, that tis im- 
poſſible to aſſert the Poctrine of Perfection, 
without looking a little too favourably to- 
wards Paganiſm or Enthyſiaſm, or ſome- 
thing of this kind; I do here aſſure ſuch a 
one, = I advance no Perfution that raiſes 
Men above the Uſe or Need of Means, or 
invites them to negle&t t the Word, Prayer, 
or Sgeraments, or is raiſed on any other 
Foundation than «469 Goſpel of Chrift, Þ 
revive not Pelagiaviſm, not claſh with St. 
Auſtin; 1 need n not thoſe Conceſſions which 
he makes Cele/tius in the Cloſe of his Book 
de Perfettione Fuſtitie, Lam perſuaded that 
the Strength of Nature is too flight a Foun- 
dation to build Perfection on; I contend for 
Freedom from no other Sin than Adlual, Vo- 
bentary, and Deliberate: And let Concupi- 
ſeence, or ing uBavigdable Diſtem ei 

by 


” +. i 
* 9 


iſorder of our Vers. be what it will, 
; a or jþ 14 at here is, the Reducing, not 
ng it, And fina „ how earneſtl 
* bort to Perfedtion, I can ver 
eos 1 my ſelf with St. 4s in's No- 


Hou 72 y, That it is nothing elſe, 
2 towards That pure and un- 
pore , which we ſhall attain to in 


e 
t = 
ea fate of all, 1 who 


17 7 for Religion, how 
585 lang be ſway Ce ſome 
en Oh Bur eek A 


1 do 
chat it ſhould meet with a vety 
Wort Nuß og Reception from a great Part of the 
World. there are, who will ever 
l rally a and ridicule all Attempts of 
And there are Others, who will 
ſecretly flight and inwardly deſpiſe them, 
as the vain and fond Projects of well-mean- 
ing indeed, but very weak and utiexpeti- 
enced Mortals, — this moves me little ; : 
fray rien ne are 1 y too much Sttangers 
to & tent Judges of Per- 
Falun“ Nordo I wondet, if the eorru 
vicious Part of Mankind be infecte 


and 


with 
as much Malice and Envy againſt extraor- 


ry Goodneſs, ſome are againſt Power 
= reatneſs. The Conſciouſneſs of much 


eneſs and Corruption in one's ſelf, is apt 
0 
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1. the ſame Leval,: and to believe t 

nothing of Per 7077 Hf the; World 

only a Groundleſs or H Ra 20k 80 

ion toit. his is: an; Option ar ill re 
ree dily embrace, becauſe it gives CHER 

TY kind of cage, Security, and 'c ontt- 
ence; whereas the contrary Opinion, 51 

it. would e-apt to make ee meg o 
eir Preſent dae ſo ee make 


a 
Harful and. apprehenſive” Ir, 
One. 10 N ther ore, 70 5750 | 


Hor can b 42 Foncerge 
ay paſs on To BY Delign,, 45 750 [which 
yen jnvexctar ate and a Averſiag 


; | 99 Mapa obſery 14 | this: TAY 


ediments of our 1 0 
00 firlt; Sections, I alway 80 t fix 3 
e the Notion of that State of Ve 90 
; 4 55 diſcourſe of. Next I. proceed 
Fruits or Advantages of it; and in 
Taft Place preſcribe 5 W by mu 
PE be SA | aint 
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Seripture. The Nature of an 


I 1 e to 0 at of . 7 


dies 101 frotm Falſe and Miſta: 
ken Notions of the Mattet uns 
der Debate; and ſo I could ſhew it has 
happened here. Therefore to prevent Miſ- 
takes, and cut off all Occaſions of Cirten- 
tion (which ſerves only to defeat the In- 
fluence! and Succeſs of Practical Diſcour- 
2 I think it neceſfary to begin here with 

a plain Account ies 15: 1 mean by Reli. 
ny Perfoctiun: 0 

Rellgion is nothing ae but the purifying 
and refining: Nature by Grace, the railing 
and exalting our Faculties and Capacities 
by Wiſdom. and Virtue. Religious Perfes 
{14 B tt ton, 


4 


| 
| 
\ 


Religious Perfeclion Explain d. 


Hon, therefore, is nothing elſe but the Mo- 
ral Accompliſha ent "of Human ature;z.. 
ha Maturity of Virtue as Man in this 


Liſe is capable of; [Converſion begins, Per. 


ection — — the Habit of Righte- 
ouſneſs: In the one, Religion is, as it 


were, in its Infancy ;-in the other, in its 
a th and Ma ood. ſo that Perfecti- 
on, i t, is nothing elfe, but a ripe and 


ſettled Habit of true Holineſs... According 
to this Notion of Religious Perfection, He 
is a Perfect Man whoſe Minu is pure and 
vigerous, and his Body tame and obſequi- 
08s; whoſe Faith is firm and ſteady, his 


Tuve ardent and exalted, and his Hope full 


of Aſſurance; Whoſe R has in it 


That Ardour "and Conſtancy, and his Soul 
Thos Tranquillityand Plea ure; which be- 


ks him à Child of the Light, and of 
the Purtuler of the "Divine Nature, 
umd raiſed above: 1 which 16 on 
the Warld - through La 

This Account uf eligions Pirfedtion, is 

ſo natural and eaſy, that I fancy no Man 


will demand a Proof of it; nor ſhould. I go 


about one, were it not to ſer ve ſome further 


than tin meer Confirmation of it. It 


has manifeſtly the countenance both of Rea- 
ſon and Scriptare; And how: contradictory | 
ſoever ſome Ancient and Latter Schemes 
of Perfection ſeem to be, or really are, to 
one UN; * dothey all agres in effect 


Religions reſtelue — A 


in what” Rave laid a6 


wk „0 Man ca 
bit Uf = ng more or 7 52 


lence and M 


n 1 than fingle accidental 


Acts, or rep Fits and Pa 10fls; fines ah 


Do” bir is not only the Sotitce and Spring of 
the nobleſt Actions, and the moſt gde tet 
Paſſions, but it renders us more regulat! An 
Ready, more uniform and conſtant in ever 


thing that is good. As to good natural Bf 
poſitions, thiey have little of Strength, little 
of Perfection in them, till they be Paſſed 
and improved into Fabi. And for dur 


Nutural 


Fitulries, they ate nothing elfe, 


but the Capatities of Good or Evil?” they 


are unde 
the are fix d 


tern ined to tlie one or othier, ti 
and influenc*d by Moral Prin- a 


ciples. It remains then, that Rel Ns 
Perfechon imuſt confilt in al Habit of 


teonſneſs. And to prevent all pere 


Scruples and Cavils, [ add a Confirmed 4 and 
well eſtabliſhed one. 

That this is the Scripture; Notloii of P. 
fechion, is maniſeſt; Fit, From tlie Ufe of 
this Word in Scriptufe. Secondly, From 
the Charackers and Deſcriptions of the beſt 
and higheſt State which any eyer actually 


attained 


exhorted. 
1. From tlie Uſe of the Word: Whete- , 
ever we find any mention of Perfection in 
Striprare, if we examine the place well 
| 3 -;.: we 


, Of to which we are invited and 
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we; hall of! noting moredogreferh.ithan 
e and ( , an unblameable 
and. unreproveahle Life, a State well ad- 
ee in Knowledge and Vine, Thus 
Upright and Perfect are uſed as terms equi- 


valent, Job 2. And ther ß 


« 1725 Fearing, 08 eee 
Tal: 37: 37, Mark, the hene Alan and 
beholg te Apright Mar, for the end of that 
SE Fo LR ARS en. God ex 
horts Abraham to hl ion, Cen. 17. 1. 

ann the Almighty God, malt before, me and be 

#hoa.perfeft, all that he exhorts him to, is a 
Ready Obedience to all his Commandments, 
Procecding from a fly Fear of, and Faith 
in him; and this is the gen al Uſe of this 


word, Perfeſt, chroughout the Old Te/t«- 
vient, namelj to ſignify a ſincere and juſt 


Fg = 


Man, that feareth God, and eſcheweth 

vil, and is well fix d and eſtabliſh'd in his 
1 ut. In the, New Teſtament, . Perfection 
ſignifies the ſame thing which it does in the 


Old; that is, Univerſal Righteouſneſs, and 
Strength, and Growth in it. Thus the 


Perfect Man, 2 Thy. 3. 17. is one who is 


- throgghly furniſhed to every good work. Thus 


St. Paul tells us, Coloſ. 4. 12. that Epaphras 
laboured fervently in payers for the Coloſſians, 
that they might ſtand perfect and compleat in 
all the will of God. In James 1. 4. the Per- 
feet Man is one, Who is entire, lacking no- 
Thing, i. e. one who advanced to a Matu- 
8 | rity 


WWW — * 
m. ²˙ é —² tt rr 
* < : 


peil. 


my 'of: Vitti "thro? Patience and Ex xpe- 
rience, and is fortified and eſtabliſhe 
Faith, Love, and Hope. In 2h. ſenſe of 
= word Perfect, St. Perer rays for thoſe 
o whom he 5 his Epiſtle, 1 Per. 5. 19. 
But the God of * 174 0 oh 5575 2 pro. Vis 
eternal glor rt us, after that ye 
hive wat 2 whil gl 210 Jon perfect, A 
bliſh, ſtrengthen," ſettle jon. When St. Faul 


exhorts' rhe Hebrews to go on to Perfection, 
Heb." 6. he means nothing by it, but that 


State of Manhood Which? Fog in a well 
ſertled Habit of Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 
This is plain, ft from ver. 17, 12. of this 
. where he himfelf more fully ex- 
lains his on meaning; aud we defire that 
Jery as of you do ſhew. the” " fame ailigente, 


7 Re full aſſurance of hope unto the end; 2 
9 25 not flothful, bat Fol wers 0 7 
4 70. 


Firs 7 row 5 450 and 2 atience inherit 

miſe, from the latter end of the 
5th Cin; where we diſcern whit ga 
occaſion to his Exhortation; there alen 
guiſhing Chriſtians into two Claſſes, Babes 
and Strong Men, i. e. Perfect and Imper- 


feet, he deſcribes Both at hs e thus: a, 


when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 

have need that one teach you again which be the 
firſt principles of the oracles of God; and 
ws become ſuch as have need of milk, and not 


of ſtro 


2 ancful in the word of righteouſneſs ; Ne 
B 
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Religious Perfection Explain d, 
he is 4 babe; bat meat be tot 
that are of ful L. 7 ee 12075 
75 wſe have their 16 5 exerciſed. 16 4 — 
both gaod and evil, And though here I 
amp le ms more immediate ely to regard 
aſe ion of Knowledge, yet the Ferfe. 
15 0 Regen neſs mult never, in the 
Language of the Scripture, be ſeparated 
ro it It, ech the ſame Remark muſt I 
_ concernin Pa by 4 of i 


C rogreſsor Advance 
nn Th er 12 Hie it ſpeaks 


of P 1 Hi ute, more diceftly 
9 5 to. the one, and ſometimes to 
er g et 1917 05 ever ſuppoſe that they. 
e imply and include ore 175 
ſince otherwiſe. the Notion of Perfection 
would be extreamly maimed and incom- 
beat. I'll inſiſt therefore no longer on the 
ſe of t e Wards Perfect ai So eftion in 
- Serepiure;; But as a further that my 
Notion of Tefafpen is / Serial, 1 
Will ſhew, | 
2+ That che utmoſt Hei hr, fo which 
the Scripture e "es us, . i 
than a eady it of Holin | 
| brighteſt Characters it gives wy ebe Perfect 
Mor, the lovelieſt Deſcriptions it makes us 
of the Perfecteſt State, are all made up of 
the Natural and confeſſed Properties of. a 
Ripe Habit. There is no Controverſy that 
+ know of, about the Nature of a Habit, 
N every 


' Religions Ferfectiem Explain'd. 
every Man's Experience inſtructs him in 
the Mhole Philoſophy of it; We are all 
ag reed tliat it is 4 Kind of Seca Nature, 
that it makes us exert ourſelves with Deſire 
and Earneſtneſs, with Satis faction andiglea- 
ſure „ that ie renders us fix d in our Choice, 
and conſtant in our Actions, and almoſt as 
averſe. ta thoſe things which are repugnant 
to it, as we ate to thoſe which are diſtaſte- 
ful and. diſagreeable to our Nature. And 
that, in a word, it ſo entirely and abſolute- 
| ly poſſeſſes the Man, that the Power of it 


is not to be reſiſted; nor the Empire of it to 


be ſhaken off; nor can it be removed and 
extirpated without the greateſt Labour and 

feſt and almoſt palpable Truth in Habit of 

Sin: And there is no reaſon why we ſhould 
not aſcribe the ſame Force and Efficacy to 
Habits f Vertue; eſpecially if we conſider 
that the Strength, Eaſineſs, and Pleaſure 
which belong vaturall) to theſe Habits, re- 
Ws no ſmall 3 _ * Sapernatu- 
ral Energy and Vigour of the Holy Spirit. 
I will therefore in few words/ſhew — 
State of Righteouſneſs which: the Scriptare 


invites us to, as our P erfection, directly 


7 
o 


anſwers this Account 1 have given allo 
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Is. Halit in general a; ſecond: Nature? 


This State of Righteouſneſs is in Scriptuie 
. called the New Man, Ephef. 3. 24. the New 
INS" B 4 Crea 
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Religions Ferfeclia Er plum. 
Creature, 2 Cor 5. 17. the Divine Nature, 
IE Fer. 1. 4. Does it conſequently Rule and 


Gove Man? Hear how St. Paul ex. 


-preſſes'this Power of the Halit of 'Holineſs 
in Hiinſelf, Gal. 2. 20. I an "trucified with 
Cr « neuertheleſs*'l live, het no J, but 
Clriſt liverhs in mi; and the "life ; 1 
nom live in the fleſb, I live 28 the 2 2 the 
_— God, who loved me, ont rr 
This is a — Effect of 70 

3 diſcernable in Thoſe of Vite 
-and Vertue, that they ſway and govern; the 
Man they poſſeſs; Rom. 6. r. Rnom ye not 
that to whom qe yield: your" ſelves fervants to 

Lobey;' bis ſet d uts ye are to mhom qe obey; whe- 
— of ſin anto "death, or off oheliente unto 


\righteou neſs? ". 14 ] 5100 1 al: 5 Br 9 31 


Shall 1 go on to a more e distinct and par- 


ticular Conſideration of the Proper tiès of 


an Habit? The rj is, a great  Averſion for 
»thoſe things Which are contrary toô it, or 
obſtruct us in the Rxerciſe of it. And this 


directly the: Diſpoſition of the Perfect 


Man towards Femptutions and Sins; he is 
now aſhamed of thoſe things which before 
he gloried in; he is filled with an holy In- 
dignation againſt thoſe things which before 
he took Pleafure in; ande what before he 
courted with Fondneſs and Paſſion, he 
now ſhuns with Fear and Vigilance. In 
[ef the Scripturè deſcribes ſuch an one as 
0 leſſed with an utter Hatred and Abhor- 

= rence 


Religions Ferfeblimm Eaplard 


ence of every Evil way, and "as an irre. 
concileable Enemy to eyery thing that ĩs an 
Enemy to his Ferro Tad his God,” ** 
Pfal. A 19 1 1 2 teand 425 Heng, but 
Tam” do "verſe 12 11 ae / 
7 em 17 t 


wh) > 49 ae 1 s 15 


92 


yight, and " hate every f falſe w. 
182 Felke = Nara 2 198 661 Tatepri- 
* one ” of Heart; whence 

e Obſervation "of -our Saw) „ Matth. 


6, 8 No man can ferve two aſters; for £ 


they. he will hate the one, and love 'the other; 
or x he 


he will hold" to the” one, and #eſpiſe the 
Ge. And Indeed ever: Where a Jatred, 
à perfect Hatred of Evil, is accounted as 
"2H 7 Confequence of the Love of 
od®; Ffal. 37 16. Te that love the Lord, 
hate E And therefore the Pſalmiſt 1 
Pires rg a: hl ts what he 
ſcribes to — Ef nel 101. 2, 3. I wi he 
ve my ſelf wif, a perfet way : O when 
27 th ba nk Ne n ' 25 will 2005 within 
rr, with 4 perfect heart: I will, ſet no 
"wteked thing before mine eyes : I hate the work 
of them that turn aſide, it (hall not tleave to 
me. And hob can this be'otherwile ? The 
Love of God muſt neceſfatily imply 
Abhorrence of Evil; and that Habit whic 
confirms and encreaſes tlie one, muſt con- 
firm and increaſe the otlier too. 
2. The Next Property of an Habit i is, 


Thar the Actions Which fow from it 7 
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(if We meet not with violent oppolatian) 
performed with'Eaſe and, er „ What 
18 ee 18 afant fag ca V a and Ha- 
tis 8 See Vature. 2 Bnet. the Loveiaf 
Vertue, andthe Aan f Vice have once 
oored.” themſelves in the Sgul, What can 
55 g mo AN than to follow a ter, the 
one, 15 ſhun; the other? Since this i is no 
more. than, embracing, and., 99 05 has 
we love, and. turning our backs 
we detelt.. This therefore is one conſta ant 
Character of, Perfection in Scripture: De- 
light and Pleaſare are every where ſaid to 
company at the Praftice.of Mare hen 
it 15 i 'OWn up to Strength and Maty- 
25 23 xo wiſdom are mays of Rlea- 
ſantneſs 1 all her paths are peace, .Prov. 
3+. 17... Perfect lovꝰ caſteth aui fear, 1 Joh. 
+4 +2 And to him that loves, the com- 
ents of God are not grievous, 1. Job- 
7 * [ence it is, that the good Man's de 
t is. in the Law of the THT and that. ,4 
9 therein. day and ni bt, Pſal. 1 
Nor does he delight leſs in 2 than Me 
ditation, but grows in Grace as much as 
Nuomledge; and abounds daily more and 
more in Good Works, as he increaſes in the 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, Conſonant to 
"this Property of Perfection it is, that in 
Pſalm 19, and 119, and elſewhere, fre- 
uentl * the Pſalmiſt expreſſing a 
Lind of inconceivable Joy and T * 


* 2 * F 
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WE. oo Pattie of 0 Com- 
mands of God. So the firſt: Chriſtians, 
who {| ent their Lives i in Devotion, Faith, 
and Charity, are i 25 2. 46, to have 
eaten their meat with A leneſs 
of heart, And tis a elightfyl Deſcription 
we have of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor. 6. 10. 4s 
ſarronful, yet, alway rejoicing.; 48 L 
ou aan nl nie 3 4 B wothing, Jet poſſeſs 
6 
00 144 Aﬀtivit or much Earneſt- 
2 Ky 8 Mind, is a Third 
Projery ene 


to be intent open; thoſe thin 555 fer which we 
have even an Habitual Pa ſſion, if this Ex- 
preſſiog. may be allow'd me; an Inclination 
which has gathered Strength and Authori- 

y. from Cuſtom, will exert it ſelf with 
ER warmth, and briskneſs. Now cer- 
tainly there is nothing more frequently re- 
quired o of, or attributed to the Perfect Man 
in Scripture, than gal and Fervency Of 


Spirit in the Ways of God; and no won- 


der; IF 1 2 flow hy from 
Principles and Cuſtom ; when they ſpring 
from Love, and are attended by Pleaſure, 
and are incited and quicken'd by Faith and 
Hope too; how can it be, but that we 
ſhould repeat em with ſome Eagerneſs, 
and feel an Holy Impatience as often as we 
are hinder'd or diſappointed? And as the 
a of the. "oy ſhews,/. that thus it 


ought 


Halit. Ils impo ſſible not 


FE 
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ought to be, ſo are there innumerable In- 
ſtances in the Old Teſtament and the New, 
which make it evident that thus it was. 
Shall I mention the Example of our Lord, 
who went about doing good, Acts 10. 38 5 
Shall I propoſe the Labours and Travels of 
St. Paul? ? Theſe Patterns it may be will be 
19 77 by ſome too bright and dazling a 
t for us to look on, or at leaſt too per- 
2 for us to copy after; and yet St. John 
tells us, That he who ſas he abides in him, 
ought himſelf alſo fo to walk,” even as he 
walked, 1 John 2. 6. And we are exhorted 
to be ollowers of the | Apoſtles, as they were of 
Chriſt. But if the Fervency of Chriſt a 
St. Paul ſeemed to have ſoard out of the 
reach of our Imitation, we have Inferior 
Inſtances enough, to prove the Zeal and 
Pruitfulneſs of Hibiual Goedneſs. Thus 
David ſays of himſelf, Pal, 119. 10. With 
wy whole heart haue I ſou hr thee, And To? 
fal, 2 Kings 23. 25. is ſaid to have turned 
to the Lord with all his ſoul, and with all his 
might. How fervent Un Anna, who de- 
parted: not from the Templ e, but ſerved God 
010 faſtings and prayers" night and diy,” Luk. 
2. 37. How charitable- Tabithu, Ihio was 
fel F good Works and A lins-dezds which ſhe 


did, Acts 9. 36? Where ſhall I place 


e ? With what words ſhall I ſet out 
his Vertues? With what but thoſe of the 
Hoh Gho#, Acts 10. 2. He was a devout 

9 | 
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Man, and one that feared God with all his 
Howſe, which gave much Alms td the People, 
and prayed to God alway. But peradventure 
ſome may imagine, that there is ſomething 
ſingular and extraordinary in theſe Emi. 
nent Perſons, which we muſt never hope 
to equal; but muſt be content to follow 
them at a vaſt Diſtance. Well, let this 
be ſo; What have we to ſay to Whole 
Churches animated by the ſame Spirit of 
Zeal? What are we to think of the Churches 
of Macedonia, whoſe Charity St. Paul thus 
magnifies, 2 Cor. S. 2, 3. In à great trial 

affliction, the abundance of their joy and their 
deep Poverty abounded to the riches of their 
liberality. For to their power I bear record, 
yea, and beyond their power, they were willing 
7 themſelves. And St. Paul declares him 


elf perſuaded of the Romant, that they 
were full of goodneſs, filled with all know- 
ledge, Rom. 15. 14. And of the Corinthi« 
ans he teſtifies, That they were iuriched in 
every thing, and came behind in no gift. 
1 Cor. 1, 5, 6. That they did abound in all 
things, in faith, in diligence, &c. 2 Cor. 8.'7. 
I will ſtop here; *tis in vain to heap up 
more Inſtances: I have ſaid 1 to 
ſhew, That Vigour and Fervency in the Ser- 
vice of God, is no miraculous Gift, no ex- 
traordinary Prerogative of ſome, peculiar 
Favourite of Heaven, but the natural and 
inſeparable Property of a well-confirmed 
Habit of Holineſs. "+>" _— 


Religious Ferfedbion Explain di 
Laſtly; Is Conſtancy and Srteadineſs the 
Property of an Habit? It is an undoubted 
Property of Perfection too. In Scripture 
pay en are m_ * 
ffanding faſt in the faith; ſtedfaſt aud un 
—. 25 the _ of God 7 Babe fl 
their Integrity: In one word, as conſtan 
following after Righteouſneſs, and rain: 
taining a good Conſcience towards God 
and Man. And ſo Natural is This to one 
Habitually good, that St. John affirms of 
ſuch a one, that he cannot ſin; 1 Joh. 3. 9. 
Whoſoever is born. of God, doth wot rommil 
ſing for his Fane) remainethi in him, an he 
cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God. Re 
cordingly, Job-is ſaid to have feared God, 
and eſchewed evil.; which muſt be under- 
ſtood of the conſtant Courſe of his Life. 
Luchary and Elizabeth are ſaid to be righ- 
teous, walking in all the C ommanaments 0 
God. blameleſs, Luk. 1. 6. Enoch, Noah, D 
did, and other excellent Perſons, who are 
pronounc'd by God Rzghreous, and Juſt, 
and Perfect, are ſaid in Scripture, Jo mall 
with God, to ſerve him with a perfect Heart, 
with a: full parpoſe of Heart to cleave to him, 
and the like. And this is that Conſtancy 
Which "Chriſtians are often exhorted to; 
Match ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith) quit 9e lite 
Men, be ſt rum, x Cor. 16. 13. And of which 
the firſt Followers of our Lord left us ſuchr 
remarkable Examples. The Diſciples 45 


Rel 4 _ 255 * 


ſaid to have rr ually HY 
4 


ple bleſſing and praifong Luk. 24. And 
the fir Chriſtians are ſaid to have continue 
4 "hin #he Apoſple 


gr and: 'Fellow- 


uy e 

15 Motion of, Refs from Soriptare = 
Nor need I multiply more Texts, to prove 
What I think no Man can doubt of, unleſs 
he miſtake the main Deſign and End of the 
Goſpel; which is to raiſe and exalt us to a 
Ready Habit of Holineſs: The end ef the 
Commanament;' faith St. _ 1 Tim. 1. 5. 
is Charity out f a. pure Heart, and df a 

of —— a, K unfeigned. 271 5 
the utmoſt Perfuction Man is capable of, to 
have his Mind enli ighten' d, and his Heart 
purified ; — to be informꝭd, acted, and 


| influenc'd by Faith and Love, as by a vital 


Principle: And all this i is W to Hal 
Vaal Goodneſs: T n 18 f 
If any one deſire bauen u Bigger Satt 
faction in this Matter, let him read the 
Eighth Chapter to the Romans, and he will 


ſoon acknowledge, that he there finds the 


Subſtance. of awier I have hitherto ad- 


vanced. There, though the Mord it ſelf be 


not found, the Thing: called Perfection is 
deſcribed in all the Strength and Beauty, 
in all the Pleaſure and Advantages of it: 
Fron * Diſciple of N is de 
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18 Religions 7% PerfeStion M Explain'di 
as one who walks' nut after the Fleſh, but aften 
ale Spirit ; as One hne fr Lam G the Spirit; 
f | Life in Chriſt Jeſas has ſer free from the: 
Law of Sin and Dear; onꝭ Wh d pr, does 


not mind or reliſb the things of the Fleſh, but 
the things of wat * ; . 
Spirit of Chriſt d wells: He does not ſtand at 
e and knock; he does not make 
a tranſient Viſit; but here he reigns, and 
rules; and inhabits: One finally, in whom 
the Bad is dead becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit 
Hife berauſe of Regbteouſueſe. And the 
Reſult of all this is the Joy and Confi- 
dence; tlie Security and Tranſport that bes 
comes the Child of God. Je have nay jr 
ved: the ſpirit of Bondage uguin to fear, but qe 
have 5 9 2 7 a 7 — whereby 
we by Abba, Father. The Spirit it ſelf beareth 
witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the chil. 
aren” of God; and if children; then lein, 
heirs of God, and joint- heirs 1 with Chriſfts 
And now tis no wonder, if the Perfect 
Man long for the revelation of the glory of 
the ſons of God; if he cry out in Rapture, 
F God be for me, wlio can be ag ainſt mis f 
Mo ſball lay any thing to tlie charge 'of God's 
left ? Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love f 
Chriſt ? and ſo on. If any one would ſee the 
Perfect Man defcribed. in Fewer words, he 
needs but caſt his eye on Rom. 6. 22. But now 
being made free from ſin, and become ſervants to 
God, ye have hour fruit unto holineſs, and the 
end everlaſting life. R CHAP: 
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an Script 
very ſolicitous whether it do or do not claſh 
with the Opinions of Men. But the Truth 
is, if we examine not ſo much the Expreſ 
(ons and Words, as the Senſe and Meant 

of all Parties! abour this itter, we ſha 

find them well enough agreed in — at the 
Bottom. And 'tis no wonder, if (not- 


they ſhould yet agree in the Main: Since 


Mature is capable of; and what can, or can- 
| not actually be - attained by Man. The 


as was truly ſuitable to Man: The one 
eould not be — far a Stranger to Human 
Nature, as to exempt it in reality from thoſe 
Errors and Defects — the beſt of * 
0 


ectiont upon a t & 
1 Pelagians, 115 Papiſts, the n and 


of Perfection is warranted by Reaſon 
ooh T'ſee not why I ad | 


withſtanding ſeveral incidental Diſputes) - 


the Experience of Mankind does eaſily” 
teach us what fort of Perfection Human 


Pelagians did not contend for an Arngelicat 
Perfection, nor St. Auſtin deny ſuch a one - 


* . of * 2 "4.4 
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19, Religious Perfadien Explaind. 
complain of, and labour againſt. Nor 
was St. Anſtin little acquainted with the 
Power of the Goſpel, and of the Spirit, as 
not to be Well enough aſſured that Man 
might be Habitaally Good; and that ſuch 
were influenced and acted by a firm Faith, 
and a fervent Love, and well: grounded 
Hope. The Diſpute between Them then, 
concerning Perfection, did not conſiſt in 
This, Whether Men might be Habitually 
99d 2 This nyns ig reality at Hmledged on 
were. tubject to Defects? Hor This too Both 
theſe to — 2 eſpecially; Hirſt, What 
Vas to be attributed to Grace, what to Na- 
tures And this relates not to the Definition 
Or Aſence of: Perf eftton, hut to the Source 
Origin: of it. Seconaly, Whether thoſe | 
| 2 wh Motions, Defects, and Errors, to 
which the beſt Men were ſubjeQ, were 
to de accounted Sint, or not? Neither 
the one Side nor the other then, as far as 
I can diſcern, did in truth miſtake the 
Nature of Human Perf, ectiun Each placed 
it in Hibitual, Righteduſneſs; the one con- 
tended for no more, nor did the other con- 
tend for /e/s in the Perfect Man. And when 
the one aſſerted him free from Sin, he did 
not affert him free from Defedts: And 
While the other would. not allow the beſt | 
Man to be without Sin, they did not 24 5 
1103 . 1 


tze Law of 


o "a 


| Rilo \Perff 5 ian El 


Sin underſtand any "thing elſe, but fuch 
Diſorders,” 2 to, or Deviations from 


muſt needs own to be in the Perf M 
The Difpute then was not whar Man migh ; 
or might not attain to: For Both Side 8 
A reed him capable of the fame Habs 
tghteouſneſs ; Both Sides allowed him 


cub ect to the fame Frazlties : But one Side 


wore have theſe Frailties accounted Sins: 
and the other would not. | 

Numerous” indeed have been the ba- 
troverſies between the Popiſh and Reformed 
Churches, about Precept and C ounſel, Mortal 
and Vental Sin, the Poſſibility of fulfilling 
the Law of God, the Merit of © Good Works, 
and ſuch like. Bur after all, if we enquire 
what that Height of Vertue is to which 


the beſt of Men may arrive; what thoſe 


© Frailties and Infirmities are, to Which they 
are ſubject ; - *twere, I think, eaſy to ſhew; 


that the Wife and Good are on all Hands 


agreed about this. Nor does it much con- 
eern my prefent Purpoſe, in what Senſ 46 
on what Account Papiſts think ſome 
Venial, and Proteſtauts deny them ko be 
ſo; ines neither the one nor the other 
exempt the Perfect Man from Infirmi ties, 
nor aſſert any other Height of Perfet#ior 
than what, conſiſts in a conſummate and 
 *well-eftabliſhed Habit of Vertue, Some 
Men may and do _ vry a ; 
2 t 


o, as the 170 5 ebe | 
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but is is very hard to imagine that Sober 

and Pious Men ſhould run in with them. 

Saß, when they talk of Faulfiling the Law 

of God, and keeping his Commandments, 

muſt ſurely underſtand this of the Law 
of God in-a Gracious, and Equitable. Senſe : 
And this is no more than what the Scripture 
aſſerts of every ſincere Chriſtian. When 
they talk of I know not what tranſcendent 
Perfection in Monkery, they muſt ſurely mean 
nothing more, than that Poverty, Chaſtity, 
and, Obedience, are Heroick Inſtances of 
Faith and Love, of Poverty of Spirit, and 
Purity of Heart; and that an Aſcetick Diſci- 
pline is the moſt compendious and effectual 
Way to a conſummate Habit of Righteouſ- 
"nels. Fizally, By the Diſtinction of Precept 
and Couſch ſuch can never intend ſurely 
more than This, That we are obliged to 
"ſome Things under pain of Damnation; to 
others, by the Hopes of greater Degrees of 
Glory: Fortis not eaſy tor me to compre- 
hend, that any Man, whoſe Judgment is 
not enſlaved to the Dictates of his Party, 
ſhould deny either of theſe two Truths. 
1. That whatever is neither forbidden nor 
"commanded by any Law of God, is Indif- 
ferent. 2. That no Man can do more than 
love the Lord his God with all his Heart, 
With all his Soul, and with all his Might, 
and his Neighbour as himſelf. I ſay, there 
z no Degree or Inſtance of Obedience, that 
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is not compriz d within the Latitude and 
Perfection of theſe Words. But whatever 

ſome of the Church of Rome, or it maybe 
the greater Part of it may think; This, 
*tis plain, was the Senſe of the Ancients. 


St. Auſtin (4) could never underſtand any (a) Que- 


Merit or Excellence in thoſe Things that tung; non 
jubentur, 


were matter of Counſel, not Precept, unleſs; ſecia. 
they flow'd from, and had Regard to they conjiio 
Love of God and our Neighbour. And menen 


Tit tur, rum 


ecke funts cum reſeruntur ad diligendum Deum, & proximpm propter 
Wo bod. ow ay VE OE MO RS ur 


Caſtian's (h) Excellent Monks reſolved all the (o) pro- 
Value of ſuch Things to conſiſt in their 2 << | 
Tendency to promote Apoſtolical Purity ſuc: . 


and Charity. And Gregory Nazianten (c h iutas vi- 
thought it very extravagant, to pretend —— 
be. Perfecter than the Rule, and Exacter & , 

than the Law. wt FT ni gt e 


cam, ut omiſſa non pulluant, Media eſſe manifeſtum eſt, ut put a Nupe 
1145, agriculturam, divitias, ſolitudinis Remotionem, &c. Calhan, Colla. 
Patr. Talem igitur Definitionem ſupra Fejunii, & c. Nec in 18 ſpei no- 


Jandif, 


ſtræ terminum defigamus, ſed ut per ipſum ad puritatem Cordis & Apoſtoli- 
cam Charizatem x- cw Nr „ 

(e) Mud 77 „& vo uirep®, und? Au ere +7 #M13; una 
77 v4.6, 3s 4G Koat f Sonic d Lubre Gbeß Nazian. 
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The Qualers have made much Noiſe and 
Sit about the Doctrine of Perfection, and 
have reflected very ſeverely. on others, as. 
ſubverting the great Deſign of our Re- 
demption (which is Deliverance from Sin) 
ang upholding the Kingdom of Darkneſs: 
Fe, 7 _ 


22 
13 
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But with what J ral will caſily appear. 
when 1 have r Ef fited their Senſe, which 
Till do very eee, and in as few 


HA key and plain Words as I can. Mr. W. P. (a) 


Co 


opening, tells us, That They are fo fur Tnfallible and. 


PFerfelt, as they are led by the Spirit. This 
"is indeed rae, but” tis meer Trifing : For 
This is an Tufallibility and Perfet „ which 
no. Man denies, , why believes. in the Holy 
2 of; ſinee whoever follows Hs Gui- 
muſt be in the Ri ight, unlefs the Holy 
© Ghiſs himſelf be in the Wrong. He urges,. 
tis true, a great Number of Scriptures to 
ber (tliey are his own Words) 4 State 
f Perfettion from Sin (though not in Ful- 


bo + Miſaum ani Glory) is attainable in 


Life; But this is tod dark and ſhort a 


* Aim ro infer: the Senſe of his Party from it. 
(e) Prin. EA. Barrongiis (e) is more full: Ne 


tpi 4 elieve (faith 002 that the Saints «pou Earth 


— receive. Forgiveneſs f Sinus, and may be 


lh 60 fred "from the Body of Sin and 


» Death, aud in Chri {hn he fea and. with- 
our Sin, and may Victory over all Tem- 


. rations, by Faich in 15 eſus C chrif.. And we 


ever) Saint that is called of God, 


K to preſs after Perfection, and to over- 


come the Devil, and all his Temptations upon 
Earth: And ws believe they Bis Fir Wah 7 
wait for it, ſhall obtain it, — ſhall be preſent- 
ed without Sin in the Image Fa the Eaber; 4 
fr (alk 111 not Wi a ; bat Th N 
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it and are n Covetant with God, 
and their Sins are blotted out; an remembered 
no mores, for they s _ 10 commit Sin, being 
born of 'ohe Seed NG | I b Jin here, ® 
he means; as he ſeems to. liberate or 
Preſumpruoas Sin; I do not think any Eft 
bliſh'd Church, whether: Proteſtant or 
piſh," teaches otherwiſe. Nr. Barcley 
very - Merhoditally to Work, an Wo 
ts down the State of the Quieſtion ; 2 2 | 
— thoſe chat differ from Him; an- 
ſwers their ObjeQions out of Scriprare; and, 
455 eſtabliſhes: his own Doctrine. As to 
erfettion which he aſferts, he lets us 
know, I hat it is to be derived from the 
Spirit 4 Chriſt ; that it conſiſts not in an 
Impoſſibility of Sinning, but a fe? Man 
of not dinning; And t at his P 
is capable of daily Growth and Improve- 
ment. When to This F have added, that 
he ſpeaks all along of That which we cal 
Wilful Sin, as appears from his Deſcript 
on of it; for he calls it Triquity, Mickel. 
ntſs, Imparity, the Service of Satan, and at- 
tributes ſuch Effects to it as belong not at 
all to what we call Sins of Infrmity; whe! 
I fay, This is added to reſder che Sen 
leur, I can readily ſubſcribe to him: For, 
I'know no ſuch Doctrines in our Charch as 
Thoſe which he there oppoſes; namely, 
that the Rigenerate are to live in Sin, and 
Ta their Good Works ate Inpure and Sin. 


C 4 ful, 
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Religions Perfeflion Explain'd. 
ul. But then, he either miſtakes the 
clines it: For the Queſtion is not, Whether 
good Men may live in Mortal or Wilfut 
Sin, but whether good Men are not ſubject 
to Frailties and Inſrmities, which are in- 
deed. Sins, though not input alie ungler the 
Covenant of Grace? Whether the Quakers 
are not in this Point Pelagidns, I do not 
now. enguixeg becauſe if they be, they are 
already conſidered. Two Things there are 
in Mr. Barclays State of the Queſtion, 
Which I cannot ſo well approve of; the 
One is, that he expreſſes himſelf ſo injudi- 
ciouſly about the Growth and Improve- 
ment of his Perfect Man, that he ſeems to 
forget the Difference the Scriptures make be- 
tween Babes and full Gromm Men in Chriſt, 
and to place Perfection ſo low in teference 
to Poſitive, Righteouſneſs, or Vertue, as if 
it conſiſted in Negative only, or ceaſing 
from Sin. The Other is, That though he 
does not peremptorily afirm a State of In. 
peccability attainable in this Life, yet he 
ſeems inclinable to Pelieve it, and imagines 
it countenanced by 1 John 3. 9. But he 
.Qught to have conſider'd, That whatever 
Impeccability. may be inferr'd from that 
Jext,. it is, attributed, not to ſome extraor- 
dinary Perſons, hut to all whoſoever they 
He that are born of God; but this is out of 


- } k 


My Way. All that Lam to obſerve _- 
x5 i Bb | rag 


ils 


1 Perfection Ela 


the Whole is, that Theſe Men place Per- 
fection eſpecially in refraining from Sin: 1 
advance higher, and place it in a well: ſet- 
tled Habit of Righteouſneſs. And I be- 
lieve they will be as little diffatisfied with 
me for this, as Iam with them, for aſſert- 
ing the perfect Man freed from Sin. For 
as Mr. Barclay expreſſes himſelf, I think 
he has in reality no Adverſaries but Anti 
voni au and Ranters, © 

As to That Perfection Which i is magni- 


fied by Myfficral*Writers, ' fome of Them 


have only darker'd and obſcur'd the plain 


Senſe of the Goſpel, by figurative and unin- 


telligible Terms. ' Thoſe of them which 
write with more Life and Heat than other 
Men ordinarily do, recommend nothin 
but that Holineſs which begins in the Frar, 
and is confurnmate” in the Love of God; 
which enlightens the Mind, purifies the 
Heart, and fixes and unites: Man to his ſo- 
vereign Good, that is, God: And _ am ſure 
I ſhall not differ with Theſe. 
There are, I confeſs, almoſt innune 
rable Sayings of the Fathers, which ſuffici- 


ently teſtify how little Friends they were 


to Perfection, in ſuch a Notionof it as is too 

nerally embraced in the Church of Rome. 

he Primitive Spirit breathed nothing but 

Humility: It was à profeſſed Pheniy toall 
Self. confidence aud Arrogance, to Super- 

N and „ and it invited Men 

| earneſtly 
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arry this Matter too far; and while they 
<4 to abate the Pride and Confidence 
of Man, give; too muck Eneouragement to 
Negligence and Preſumption. J cannot ſee 


how frequent Relapſes into Deliberate Acts 
. of; Wackedaels, can conſiſt with a wells. ; 


Fed 
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deg and effabliſhed Ear ef Gondel, 
The Heat of Diſpute, in ſome, and a ſort of 


Implicite Faith for their Authority in others, 


has produced many «zwary Expreſſions, and 
I doubt very «n/ound and pernicious No- 
FN nnn a 
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Severa Inferences deduced FI) the true N= 
tion of Perfection. With 4 plain Method. 
how Perſons may judge of their preſent State. 
"The Difference between the extraor 
Feed Converſions, and thoſe which 4 

xpetted in our Days, with 4 * * 
' Infuſed Habit. 


the Notion of Religious Perfectiam, 
prov'd it conſonant to Reaſon and Seri 
pture, and not fo only, but alſo made it 
appear, that it is countenanced by the 


His in the two former Chapters find 
an 


Unanimous Conſent of All, who have ever 


handled. this Subject. I have nothing 


now to do, but by way of Inference to 
repreſent the Advantages We May" _ 
from it. 2 
I. It is from hence plain, That Perfethion- 
muſt not be placed in Fantaſtick Specula - 
tions or Voluntary Obſervances, but in — 


"a and uſeful Vertues of the Goſpel; in = 


- 
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the 8 © Faith, the 51275 of 100 | 
and the Patience of Hope; in the Purity 
and Humility of a Child of Light; in the 
Conſtancy. and' Magnanimity "which be- 
comes one whio has 1 t lt the' Body in- 
to Subject ion, and has ſet his Affektion on 
Things above. This State of Perfection is 
well enough deſcribed by the Rule of 
St. Bennet. Eigo his omngpus Humilitatis 
Gradibus aſcenſis, Monachas mox ad Charita-, 
tem, &c. 8 Monk. having paſſed. throug h 
theſe ſeviynl Stages of Humility or Mori F. 
cation, will arrive at that Love 9 God mich 
caſterh- out Far; 't which he will be . 0 
perform "all Things "with Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
and, a5 i were, \ Natur all ly, "which before he 
performed with Rel attancy and Dread; being 
mow moved and atted, not {oe Terroxs of- 
Hell, but by 4 Delis ht in odpefs, and the 
Boer of — ee Har Þ Both Foy? 
2 N vonthſafes to 7225 e and. 
poo — is ae now 25 and Purges 
all Sin and Vite. 
2. This Notion' of Perfection p roveg al 
Men to lie under an r. to it: For as 
All are capable of an Habit of Holineſs, fo 
is it the Duty of all to endeavody after it. 
If Perfection were indeed an . Angelical 
State ; if it did conſiſt in an Exemptioq. 
from all” Defeats and Infirmities, ad 11 
ſuch an Elevation of Vertue, to which no- 
thing eanbeadded ; then 1 confeſs, all Dife* 


courſes 


EY 
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courſes of it, and much more all A 
after it, would be vain and inſolent too. 7 
again, it did oonſiſt in ſome Heroict Pitch of 


look more like a Miracle than a Duty, it 
were then to be expected but once in an 


Age from ſome Extraordinary Perſon, called 
to it by Peculiar I- 5 rations, and Extraor- 


2 Gifts. But if Chriſtian Perfection be, 
as I have proved, only a well — 
Habit in Goodneſs, if it differ from Since- 
rity only, when Sincerity is in its Weakneſs 
and 1 — not when gromn up, then tis 
plain, that every Chriſtian lies under an Ob- 
| ligation to it. Accordingly the Scripture 
exhorts All ta 5 nf Holineſs in the Fear 

God, to go on to Perfection, Heb. 6. and it 


aſſigns; this as one great End of the Inſti - 


ration of a ſtanding Miniſtry in the Churches 
of Chriſt, namely, the perfecting the Saints, 
the edifying the Body of Chri#'; till we all come 
in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 12, 13. And hence it is, 
that we find the Apoſtles purſuing this great 

End, by their Prayers and Labours, earneſt- 
ly contending and endeavouring to preſent 
all a N e God, 1 Theſſ. 
3. 10. Nig 4 praying exceedingly, 
2 we gb ſee your Face and might 75 
hat 


Vertue, which ſhould appear to have fome= 
thing ſo ſingular in it, as ſhould make 


29 
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that which is lacting in our Faith, Coloſ. 1. 
as. Whom we preach, warning every: Man, 
aud teaching every Man in all Wiſdom; that we 
may preſent every Man perfett in Chrift Jeſus, 
ſee 1 Pet. 5. 10. Coloſ. 4. 13. Nay further 
the Scripture frequently puts us in mind, 
that they are in a State of Danger, who do 
not proceed and grow in Grace, and preſs on 
towards Perfection. Now all this is ve 

- eafily accountable, taking Perfection for a 
Well ſettled Habit of Holineſs; but on no 
other Notion of it. ee er 
thoſe Scruples which are often ſtarted about 
the Degrees of Holineſs and Meaſures' of 
Duty, and are wont to diſturb the Peace, 
clog the Vigour, and damp the Alacri- 
ty of many well-meaning and good Peo- 
* Nay, many of acute Parts and good 
Learning, are often puzzled about this 
Matter: Some teaching, that Man is not 
bound to do his beſt; others on the quite 
contrary, that he is ſo far bound to it, that 
he is always obliged to parſue the moſt Per- 
fect Duty, e eee, Perfect Means, 
and to exert the atmuſt of that Strength, 


and act according to the armoſt of that Ca- 
pacity with which God has endowed him. 
Now all theſe things, when we come to ap- 
ply theſe General Doctrines to Particular 
Laſtances, and a vaſt Variety of Circum- 
ftances, have ſo much Latitude, Ambiguity, 
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and Uncertainty in them, that Men of 
Tender Conſciences, and Defedive Under- 
ſtandings, reap nothing from ſuch high- 
flown Inacfinite Diſcourſes,” but Doubts and 
Seruples. It requires a ſtrong and pene- 
trating Judgment to reſolve what is the ut 

moſt Extent of our Power and Capacity; 
What the bet Mean, and what the mot 
perfec# Duty, 7 many preſent them 
2 — to us, and all variouſiy circumſtan- 
tiated. But now, as I have ſtated Matters, 
we are bound indeed to purſue and labour 
after Gromeh and Improvement in the Love 
of God, and Charity towards our Neigh- 
bour, in Purity, Humility, and the like. 
And this we ſhall certainly do, if we be 
Sincere; in other Matters we are left to our 
Prudence, - and if the Error of our Choice 
proceed only from an Error in Judgment, 
and a e in our Hearts, we are ſa fe 
enough. 
4. Tis very eaſy. to bers now video 
we ſtand in reference to Perfection; how 
remote we are from it, or how xear to it. 
For the Nature of an Habit being plain and 
intelligible, the Efftcts and — of it, 
obvious to the meaneſt Capacity, tis eaſy 
to determine upon an Impartial Examina- 
tion, Whether we be Habitually Good or not, 
or what 4 Fare we have made towards 
it. And uſe this is a Matter of no 
f we Importance and Men are * 
| ack- 


_m e | 
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backward enough to advance too far into 
ſuch Reflections and Applications, as may 
breed any Diſturbance to their Peace, or any 
Diminution of their good Opinion for them. 
ſelves, tho? neither the one nor the other 
be too well grounded; I ſhalł not think my 
Time mis-ſpent,” if I here take this Task 
upon me; and endea vour by ſeveral Par. 
ticular Deductions to lay every Man's State 
as plainly open to his Viem as I can. 
1. Then, from the Notion I have given 
of Perfection, it appears, That - thy Man's 
Life be very Uneven, Unconſtant, and 
Contradictory to it ſelf; if he be to day a 
Saint, and to mor row a Sinner; if he yield 
to day to the Motives of the Goſpel, and Im- 
pulſes of the Spirit, and tomorrow to the 
Sollicitations of the Fleſb, and Temptations 
of the World, he is far from being Perfect; 
ſo far, that there is not Ground enough to 
conclude him 4 Sincere or Real, tho? Imperfect 
Convert. The only certain Proof of Rege- 
neration is Victory; he that is born of God, 
overcometh the World, 1 Joh. 5. 4. Faith, tho? 
it be Trae, is not preſently Saving and Juſti- 
Hing till it have ſubdued the Wil, and cap- 
tivated the Heart, z. e. till we begin to 
Live by Faith; which is evident from That 
Corn in the Parable; which tho? it ſhot 
up, yet had it not Depth of Earth, nor. 
Root enough, and therefore was withered 
up, and brought forth zo Fruit. 3 
_— | - 
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and Sorrow for Sin is an Excellent Paſfi- 
on, but till it has ſubdued our Corrupti! 
ons, changed our Affect ions, and puriſied 
our Hearts, tis not that Saving Repentance 
in the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 7. 10. Godly Sorrow 
worketh Repentance, not to be repented of. 
We may have ſudden Heats and Paſſions 
for Vertue; but if they be too ſhort liv'd _—. 
to implant it in us, this is vt that Charity 43 
er Love. which animates and impregnates 
the New Creature mentioned, Gal. 3. 6. 
Faith working by Love. Laſtly, We may 
have good Purpoſes, Intentions, nay, Reſo- 
lutions ; but if theſe prove too weak to 
obtain a Conqueſt over our Corruptions, if 
they prove too weak to reſiſt the Tempta· 
tions we are wont to fall by, *tis plain 
that they are not ſuch as can demonſtrate us 
Righteous, or entitle us to a Crown, which 
is promiſed to him that overcometh. And 
here I cannot but remark, to how littte 
purpoſe Controverſies have been multiplied 
about the Juſtification of Man. *Tis one 
thing for God to juſtify us, i. e. to pardon 
our Sins, and account us Righteous, and his 
Children; and another for us to know, or 
be aſſured that he does ſo. If we enquire 
after the former, tis plain to me that no 
Man can be accounted Righteous by Goa, ö 
till he really i ſo: And when the Man is 
Sanctiſied throughout in Spirit, Soul, and 
Body; then is he 8 Juſtiſted, and 
1 not 
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not till then. And this L think is confeſſed 
by all except Hutinomi aus; and: whatever 


Hatter, it lies in the Forms and Variety 
vt Expreſſion: They that contend! earneſtly 
for the Neceſſity of Good Works, do not, I 
ſuppoſe, imagine, that the Works are Ho- 
ly, before the Heart is ſd; for as is the 
Fumain, ſuch will be its Streums; as is 
the Tree, ſuch will be its Haus. What 
Abſurdity then is there in admitting that 
Men are juſtified before they bring forth 
Good Worles; if they cannot bring forth 
God Works till they 'be: ſanttified. and 
changed? On the other hand, they who con- 
tend fo earneſtiy for Faſtification by Faith 
wirhout Wo#ks, do not 'ofily ſuppoſe that 
the Man is througlily changed, by the Iafu- 
Jon of Habitual Grace, but alſb that this Grace 
as ſoon as it has Opportunity, will exert and 
Expreſs it (elf in goba Works: And they do 
. readily acknowledge that the Faith which 
ddoes not work by Love, is an Hiſtorical Un- 
animated Faith. And it fo, how natural is it 
to compriſe in that Holineſs which juſti- 
fies, not only the Change of the Heart, but 
of the Ackibns? But here I think it is well 
worth the conſidering, whether that tho- 
rough Change in the Nature of a Sinner, 
Which is called Holizeſs, he now effected 
at once, and in a Moment, and not rather 
gradually and in Time ? For this may = | 


Difference there is amongſt:Chriftians in this I | 


j 
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ſome Light to the Doctrine of uſt ration, 
and U us off from e and 
Theories, to more Uſeful and Practical 
Thoughts and Diſcourſes about it. Tis 
true, he the Primitive Times, when tlie 
Conviction of a Sinner was wrought by 4 
dazling Light, by ſurprizing Miracles, by 

— 7 Influxes of the Spirit, and 85 
Concurrence of many extraordinary things, 


Sanctiſication (as in the Goaler and his Fa- - | 


mily, Acts 16.) might be begun and finiy- 
ed in the ſune Hour, But I doubt it is 
rarely ſo with us at this Day; our Vices 
are Tot ſo ſuddenly ſubdued, nor our Vir- 
tues ſo ſuddenly implanted. Our Convi- 
ctions in the f of Converſion, are 
ſeldom ſo bor and clear as Theirs : And, 
if we may judge by the . tis but 
ſeldom war; Fe. Principle of a n 
infuſed in the ſame Plenty and Power it a 
pears to have been in Thew, And if 
then theſe things will follow); 1. — 
in · the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel Men 
being converted, as it were in'a — 
ingraſted by Baptiſm into Chriſt, and re- 
ceiving the Hoh Ghoſt, the Earneſt of their 
Faſt ification'or Acceptance with God, and 
their future Glory: We may very well fay 
of them, that they were not only Juſtified, 
but alſo nen themſelves to be ſo, before 
they had brought forth any other Fruit of 


 Rightoouſneſs, than what was implied in 
D 2 " 


ew Life i = 
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the Dedication of themſelves to Chriſt by 
that ſolemn Rite of Baptiſim; but at this 
Day, when Converſion is not effected in 
the ſame manner; when Faith and good 
Works do mutually cheriſh one another; 
when Righteouſneſs is not brought forth 


into Victory, but by long Labour and Tra- 


vel; I ſee not Why Faith and Good Worts 
may not be pronounced jointly and antece- 
dently neceſſary to our Juſtification, 2. The 
Doctrine of Infuſed Habits has been much 
ridiculed and expoſed, as abſurd by ſome 
Men; and I muſt confeſs, if it be Eſſez- 
tial to a Habit, to be acquired by length of 
Time, and Repetition of the — Acts, 


then an Infuſed Habit is a very Odd Expreſ- 


fion : But why God cannot produce in us 
thoſe ſtrong Diſpoſitions to Vertue in a 


Moment, which are zatarally produced b 
Time; or why we may not aſcribe as muc 


Efficacy to Infus'd Grace, as Philoſophers 
are wont to do to repeated Acts, I cannot ſee? 
Nor can I ſee why ſuch Diſpoſttions, when 
Infusd, may not be called Habits, if they 
have all the Properties and Effects of an 


Habit. And that ſuch excellent Diſpoſiti- 
ons were on a ſudden wrought in the Minds 


of Chriſtians in the Beginning of Chri- 


ſtianity, is too plain from the Hiſtory of 


thoſe Times to need a Proof. But whether 


ſuch Changes are ordinarily effected ſo ſud- 
_ dealy at this Day, we have 9 go 
a 5 : ON z | ; , . 
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doubt; nay, I think it appears from what 
I have ſaid, there is ſufficient Reaſon to 
dem it. And if fo, the Infuſion of Habits, 
cannot be ſo properly inſiſted on vom as then; 
and we may be more ſubject to make wnwar- 
rantable Inferences from the Doctrine of In- 


fusd Habits, than they were in thoſe bright 


and Miraculous Days. 3. As our Progreſs to 


Santtification muſt be flower than formerly, 
as it muſt be longer before the Grace that is 


infuſed, ſo far maſter our Corruption, and 
dilate and diffuſe it ſelf through our Whole 
Nature, as that we may juſtly be denomi- 
nated Holy and Righteous from the Preva- 
lence of this Holy Principle : So by a neceſ- 
ſary Conſequence, our 2 muſt 
commence later. But after all, I know 
not why we ſhould be ſo inquiſitive after 
the Time of our Juſtification by God. The 
Comfort of a Chriſtian does not reſult imme- 
diately from God's J«ſtifying him, but from 
his knowing that he does fo. And if this be 
the Thing we are now ſearching after, 
namely, what rational Aſſurance we can 
have of our J«ſtification, and when, as in- 
deed it is; then, though I do not pretend to 
determine, that Man is not, or my not be 
juſtified or accounted righteous by Goa, up- 
on a thorough Change of Mind or Soul, be- 
fore this Change diſcovers it ſelf in a Series 
of Victories over thoſe Temptations by which 
he was led Captive before; yet I aſſert, 

D 3 Firſt, 
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Firſt, That the true and ſolid Proof of 
che Santi fication of the Heart, is Sanctity of 
Life: © Neat, when I talk of, Victory, I 
ſuppoſe Man engaged, I ſuppoſe him encoun- 
tered by Temptations and Enemies; and then 
I affirm, that the Faith which is not 


enough to Juſtify. If any Man demand, 


May, not that Faith which js foiPd to Day, 
Conquer to Morrow? I anſwer, L mult leave 
this to God? I can pronounce. nothing of 
the Sincerity of the Heart, but by the out- 
Ward Deportment and Succeſs. ' And if this 


be the proper way. of judging of a; Man's 


Sincerity, I am ſure I may with much more 


Confidence a ffirm, that nothing lefs than 


Vietery can be a clear Argument of Perfe- 
ion. <3 My Bulmeſs ther Store {hall Ever be 
to he Holy, and then I'm ſure I ſhall be 
Jaſtified, If I be Holy, God, who cannot err, 
Will certainly account me ſo; and if I ceaſe 
$0! be ſo, God muſt ceaſe to account me ſo. 
And this is all which I deſign by this long 
Paragraph: That is, to render Men more 


og and Election ſure, and to prevent Pre- 
ſumption and groundleſs Confidence. And 
that nothing that I haye herę ſaid may be 
23 to a contrary Purpoſe; that no 
Man vue {Homes + he 95 
ſudden n Changes ot his OWN- id, may be 
ungted to conclude too haſtily of his being 
. TJuſtifiea, 
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_ were equal to that commonly effected in 


the rf Converts of Chrifionity; I think it 
not amißs to put ſuch a one in mind, that 
even Theſe were: not Juſtified, unleſs they 
did profeſs Chriſt with the Mouth, as well as 
Believe in him with the Heart; and that 
190 RE. : Profeſſion. — Chriſtianit — 
thoſe Days, was equivalent to mam Goo 

Works in Theſe. 68 A 30 egg 11 

ah, He that feels in himſelf little or no 
Fervency of Spirit, little or no . 
and Thisſt after Righteouſneſs, has Rea 


0 ſuſpect, that his Regularity is little more 


than common Decency and Civility, and to 
doubt, leſt his Religion he nothing elſe but 
Cuſtom or common Prudence. I ſee not hom 
ſo much Iadiſſerente and Slaggiſbneſs can 


conſiſt with a firm Belief and Expectatiom of 


a Cromu, with a ſincere Love of God and 
Righteouſneſs. But if we may ſuppoſe ſuch 
a one reſtrained from Evil, and preſerved 
in the way of Duty, after a. fort, by the 
Far of God, and a Deſire of Heaven, yet 


certainly this can be but the Iafanc of the 


New Creature at moſt :; And the beſt Advice 


that can be given ſuch a one, is ſurely that 


of St. Perer, that by adding ove degree of Her. 
tue to another, he would uſe" all Diligence to 


male his calling and election ſure, 2 Pet. k. 10. 


Zah, If a Man's Religion produce very 
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2 
to maſter the Difficulties he is to encounter 
with, altho he ſhould not be able to grapple 
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to little Travel or Expence, we may con- 
clude that this Man is not Perfect; his 
Charity is too weak, too narrow to be that 
of an exalted Chriſtian: The beſt that we 
can think of ſuch a one is, That he is yet 
taken up in the Diſcipline of Mortification, 
that he is contending with his Luſts and 78 
ſſons, which are not yet ſo far reduced, ſo 

r ſubdued and brought under, as to leave 
him in a State of Liberty and Peace, and in 
Capacity of extending and enlarging his 


Charity. This Remark, that the Inconſi- 


iderableneſs of our Good Works is Reaſon 
enough to queſtion, not only one's Perfe- 


ion, but Sinterity, holds good in ſuch Ca- 


ſes only, where neither the Opportunity nor 


Capacity of higher and nobler Performances 


9 I dare not pronounce, that no 
e a Chriſtian, unleſs he be fit to 
be a Martyr : Tis true, the loweſt Degree of 
Sincerity muſt imply a Purpoſe and Reſolu- 
tion of Univerſal Obedience, in Defiance of 
all Temptations; but yet That Grace, for 
72 I can prove to the contrary, may be 

cient to Szvea Man, that is ſufficient 


with the Diſtempers and Tryals to which 
the Body and the State of another Man may 
be ſubject. Surely the Wiſdom and the 
Paithfulneſs of God can be no further con- 
bernd, than to qualify any one for the Dif, 


cargg 
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charge of thoſe Duties which he thinks fit to 
call him to: And if the Diſcharge of ſuch 
Duties be not a ſufficient Proof of our Sin- 
cerity, we can never have any, but muſt 

be always held in Suſpence and Torture 
about our future State. I ſee no Reaſon to 
Queſtion, but that the Diſciples of our Lord 
were in a State of Grace before the Reſar- 
rectian, and the 1 Pentecoſt: An yer 
I think J have plain Reaſon to believe, that 
they were not fit to be Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors till then; the Grace they had before 
. I doubt it not, have enabled them 
to live Virtuouſly amidſt common and ordinary 
Temptations: But it was neceſſary that 
they ſhould be endow'd with Power from 
on High, before they could be fit to encoun- 
ter thoſe fiery Tryals, to which the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel was to expoſe them. To 
this ſurely our Maſter refers, when he tells 
the Phariſees, That the children of the Bride- 
| chamber were not to faſt while the bridegroom 
was with them: When he tells his Diſciples, 
I have many things to ſay, but you cannot 
bear them yet: When he asked the Sons of 
Abedee, Are ye able to drint of the cup that I 
ſhall drink of, and to be baptized with the bap- 
tiſm that I am baptized with? Matth. 20. 21. 
If this be true Divinity, as I am (I had 
almoſt ſaid) confident it is, then Iam con- 
fident, that which requires very unaccount- 
able Teſts of a Man's Sincerity, is very ex- 
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ttrausgant. For Example, When Men talk 
at thy rate, that a ſincere Chriſtian ſhould 
have ſuch an Abharrexce for Sin, as to fear 
Guilt more than its Puniſument: Such a Love 
| of God, as rather than offend Him, to be 
e to pregipitate and plunge himſelf 
t aws, not of Death, like the 
— ut of Hell it ſelf. 
with If the Duties of Religion be ve- 
ul troubleſome. and aneh to 3 Man, we 
y from hence conclude, that he is 752 
Perfatt: For, though the, Beginning of Wiſ 
dom and Vertue be generally harſp and /c- 
were to the Fool and Sumer, yet to him that 
has cangsered, the Voke of Chriſt is ea, 
and his nag li 7 to him 23 is filled 
wy the love HE his commanaments are 
grievous ; hence is that Obſervation, of 
= ; her Sirach, Eccluſ. 4. 1757 18. For 
at the firſt ſhe * walk with him by crooked 
he, and. bring fear and dread upon him, 
and torment lum with her diſcipline, until ſhe 
2 ug 21 his Soul, and try him by her Laws, 
bez will ſhe return the ſtraight way unto him, 
ho comfort him, and (bem: him her ſecrets. 
The Reaſon of this Aſſertion is palpable ; it 
3s the Nature of an Halit to render d Heul: 
hings 120 harſp Things. pleaſant, to fx a 
ary Br d uncertain Humour, to Nurſe 
ipen a weak and tender Diſpoſition 
into Mature. And tis as reaſonable to — 


neſe 
bye: . e Religious, v7 in a L Loh { 
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Il of Plegſare,, who does not glory in God, 
and rejoice in our Lord Jeſws, he who is not 
filled with an humble Aſſurance of the Di- 
vine Favout, and à Joyful Expeitation of 
Immortality and Glory, does yet mant ſome» 
thing; he is yet defective, with reſpect 
either to the brightneſs of Illumination, the 
Abſoluteneſs of Liberty, or the Ardor of 
Love; he may be a Good Man, and have 
= a great way in his Chriſtian Race; 
ut there is ſomething ſtill behind to com- 
pleat and perfect him; ſome Error or other 
creates him groundleſs 1 57 ſome I- 
cumbrance or Impediment or other; whether 
an7Infelicity of Temper, or the Incommo- * - 
diouſneſs of his Circumſtances, or a little 
too warm an Application towards ſome- 
thing of the World, retards his Vigaur, 
and abates his Affection. | 
I have now finiſhed all that I can think 
_ neceſſary to form a general Idea of Religi- 
ous, Perfection: For I have not only given 
2 plain Definition or De cription of it, and 
confirmed and fortified that Deſcription by 
Reaſon and Scripture, and the concurrent 
Sexſe of all Sides and Parties; but have al- 
ſo by various Ixferences, deduced from the 
General Notion of Perfection, precluded all 
groundleſs Pretenſions to it, and enabled 
Men to ſee how far they are removed and 
Alen yo it, or how near they * 
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Of ile Fruit of PerfeSlion. 
it. The nent Thing I am to do, accord- 
ing to the Method I have propoſed, is, to 


conſider the Fruits and Advantages of Per- 
feltion. A Conſideration which will fur- 


niſh us with many great, and, I hope, 
effectual Incitements or Motives to it; and 
demonſtrate its Swbſerviency to our Hap- 
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A general Account of the Bleſſed Pruits and 
Advantages of Religious Perfection. Which 
&s reduced to theſe Four Heads. 1. As 
it advances the Honour of the True and 
— God, and of his Son Jeſus, in the 

- World, 2. As it promotes the Good 
Mankind. Theſe two treated of in t 
, Chapter of Tal. 3. As it produces in 
te perfect Man à full Aſſurance of Eternal 
Happineſs and Glory. 4. As it puts him 
n Poſſeſſion of True Happineſs in this Life. 
Theſe two laſt, Aſſurance, and preſent 
Happineſs, or Pleaſure, handled in this 
Chapter. Where the Pleaſures of the Sin- 
ner, and of the perfect Chriſtian are com. 
par d. 1 mn 


4 E the two Vu, 1 mall ſay nothing 


here; deſigning to inſiſt upon them 


more particularly in the following Section, 
| under 


Of the Fruit of PerfeSlion. 
under the Head of Zeal, where T ſhall be ob- 
liged by my Method to conſider the Fruit 
0 | 


it ; only I cannot here forbear remarking, 


That Perfection while it promotes the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Good of Man, does 
at the ſame time promote our own Happineſs 
too; ſince it mult on this account moſt ef- 
fectually recommend us to the Love of the 
One and the Other; Them that honour me, 
ſaith God, I will honour, 1 Sam. 2. 30. A 
our Saviour obſerves, that even Pablicaxs 
and Sinners love thoſe who love them, Matth. 
5. 46. Accordingly St. Lake tells us of 


Chriſt, Luke 2. 52. That Jeſus increaſed 


in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour with 
God and Mas; and of thoſe eminently De- 
vout and Charitable Souls, As 2. that 
they had favour with all the People; ſo reſiſt- 
leſs a Charm is the Beauty and Lovelineſs 
of Perfe& Charity, even in the moſt de- 


prav'd and corrupt Times. And what a 


Bleſſing now, what a Comfort, what a 
Pleaſure is it, to be the Favourite of God 
and Man! _ NR 
The Third and Fourth T will nom diſcourſe 
of, and that the more /argely, becauſe as 
to Aſſurance, it is the Foundation of that 
Pleaſure which is the richeſt Ingredient of 
Human Happineſs in this Life. And, 4. 
to our preſent Happineſs, which is the fourth 
Fruit of Perfection, it is the very Thing for 
he fake of which, I have engaged in my 
0 * | preſent 
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© Of the Fruit of | FerfeGlion. 
preſent Subject. And therefore it is very 
fit that I ſhould render the Tendency of 
Perfection to procure our preſent Happineſs, 
very conſpicuous Beginning therefore 
with Aſſur ance, I will aſſert the Paſſbility 
of attaining it in his Liſe; not by em- 
broiling my ſelf in the Brakes of ſeveral 
nice and ſubtle Specalations with which this 
Subject is over · grown, but by lying down 
in a Practical manner, the Graunds on 
which Aſſurance depends; by which we 
ſhall be able at once to diſcern the Truth 
of the Doctrine of Aſſarame, and its Depen- 


N dence upon Perfection. KB. 


Now Aſſurance may relate to the Time 
Preſent, or to Come: For the Reſolution 
of two Queſtions, gives the Mind a perfect 
Eaſe about this Matter. The firſt is, Am TI 
ſured that Iam at preſent in a State of 
Grace? The ſecond, Am I afſured that 1 
{hall continue ſo to my Life's Ed? To be- 
gin with thefrf: The Anſwer of this En 
quiry depends on three Grounds; J 
Hr, A Divine Revelation, which de- 
Clares in general, who ſhall be Saved ; 
namely, They who Belirve and Repent. 
Nor does any Se? doubt but that Repen- 
tance tomards God, aud Faith in our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, as St. Paul ſpeaks, are the 


Andiſpenſable Conditions of Life. Tis true, 
the Notion of Repentance is miſerably per- 


| weried by ſome, and that of Faith by 


other's ; 


O tbe Fruit of FerfeGion. 
others: But what Remedy is there againſt 
the Luſts and mn of Men? The _ 
pture does not only require Repentance 

Faith, but it — * and deſcribes the Na- 


ture of Both, by ſuch Conſpicuous and In- 


fallible Characters, that no Man can be mi- 


ſtaken in theſe 0 Points, but his Error 


muſt be owing to ſome Criminal Prejudices 
or Inclinations that byaſs and pervert him. 
Good Men have ever been agreed in theſe 


Matters: And Catholick Tradition is no 


where more uncontroulable than here: The 
General Doctrine of all Ages hath been, 
and in this ſtill is, that by Repertance we 
are to underſtand a New Natare and New 
Life: And by Faith, when diſtinguiſhed 
from Repentance (as it ſometimes is in 
Scriptare) a Reliance upon the Merey of 
God through the Merits and Interceſſion of 
Bale and Atonement of his Blood. Haven 
lies open to all that perform theſe Conditi- 
ons; every Page of the: Goſpel atteſts this; 


this is the Subſtance of Chriſt's Commiſſion 


to his Apoſtles, that they ſhould Preach 
Repentante and. Remiſſion of Sins through 
his Name amongſt / Nations. And this 
is one bleſſed Advantage, which Revealed 
Religion has above Natural; that it con- 
'tains an expreſs Declaration of the Divine 
Will, concerning the Pardon of all Sins 
"whatſoever upon. theſe Terms. Natur 
Religion indeed teaches us that God is 

va Mercifal ; 
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be ready always to give an anſwer to every man 
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Merciful; but it teaches us that he is Juſt 
too; and it can never aſſure us, what Bounds 
God will ſet to the Exerciſe of the one or 
the other; and when Juſtice, and when Mer- 
cy ſhall take place: What Sins are, and 
what are not capable of the Benefit of Sa- 


criſice and Repentance. And this Urcer- 


tainty, conſidering the Sins of the beſt Life, 


was ever naturally apt to beget Deſponden- 


eies, Melancholy, and ſometimes a Super- 


ſtitious Dread of God. B 


The Second Ground of Aſſ urance, as it 
relates to our preſent State, is an Applica- 


6 tion of the Conditions of Life la id down in 


the Goſpel to a Man's own Particular Caſe, 
thus; They that Believe and Repent ſhall 
be ſaved; I Believe and Repent, therefore 
J ſhall be ſaved. Now that a Man upon 
an Examination of himſelf, may be through- 
ly ſſured that he does Believe and Repeat, 
is evident from Scriptare, which does not 
only exhort us to enter upon this Examina- 
tion, but alſo aſſerts, that Aſſurance, Foy, 
and Peace, are the natural Fruits of it: But 
let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him 


eat of that bread, and drink of that cup, 1 Cor. 


11. 28. Examine your ſelves whether you be in 


the Faith; prove your own ſelves : Know ye not 
your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in 


Jou, except ye be reprobates? 2 Cor. 15.5. 


But ſanctiſy the Lord God in your hearts; and 


that 
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that aketh you a reaſon of the hope that js in 


# , 


And hereby me do know that e know 2 


we keep his commandments, 1 John 2. 3. Be 
a nfl our hearts condemn us not, then have 


we confidence towards God, 1 John 3. 2. Tis 


true, Men do often dereive themſelves, and 
entertain a more favourable Opinion of 
their State than they ought. But whencs pro- 
ceeds this? Even from too Partial or Super- 
ficial Reflect ions on themſelves,” or 20ze at 
all. And therefore the Apoſtle teaches us 
plainly, that the only way to correct this 


* 


ou, with ineetneſs and fear, 1 Pet. F. 1 1 
2 


Error, is a fintere and diligent Search into 


our ſelves: For if a man think himſelf to 
be ſomething when he is nothing, he decetveth 
himſelf : But let every man prove his own 
work, and then [hall he have rejoicing in him- 
ſelf alone, and not in another, Gal. 6. 34. 
But it is Ohjefed againſt all this, That the 
| Heart of Man is ſo deceitful, that it is a 
very difficult matter to make a thorough 
diſcovery of it. We often think our ſelves 
Sincere, when the Succeſs of the next Tem- 
ptation gives us juſt reaſon to call this Sin- 
cerity into queſtion; ſuch is the contradicti- 


ous Compoſition of our Nature, that we of- 


ten act contrary to our inward Convictions, 
and frequently fail in the execution of thofe 
Deſigns, in the performance of thoſe Reſolu- 
tions, which we have thought very well 
grounded; and this being not to be char- 
n ein TATA ged 


; 


flowly 
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but 


y ; A 
the Inſufficiency of God's Grace, 
Levity or Inſincerity of our own 
Hearts, how. can we ſafely frame any right 
Opinion of our Selves from thoſe Affections 
and Purpoſes which are ſo little to be rel) d 
upon? To this I Auſwer. Firſt, We are 


not to conclude any thing concerning our 
Progreſs or Perfettiow too haſtily; we are 
not to determine of the final Iſſue of a War 


by the ſucceſs of one or two Engagements; 
but our Hopes and Aſſurances are to advance 
ly. and gradually in proportion to the 
,abatement of the Enemy's Force, and the 
increaſe of our own; ſo that we may have 
time enough to examine and prove our own 
Hearts. Secondly, A Sincere Chriſtian, but 
eſpecially one of a Mature Virtue, may 
eaſily diſcern his ſpiritual State by the in- 
Ward Movings and Actings of the Soul, if he 
attend to them: For is it poſſible that ſuch 
.a one ſhould be ignorant, what Impreſſions 
Divine Traths make upon him? Is it poſ- 
fible he ſhould be ignorant, whether his 


Faith ſtands firm againſt the ſhock of all 


carnal Objections; whether he earneſtly de- 
ſire to pleaſe God, as loving him above all 
Things; whether he thirſt after the Con- 
ſolation and Joy of the Spirit, more than 
after that of ſenſible Things? Is it poſſible 
the Soul ſhould bewail its Heavineſs and 


Drineſs which the beſt are liable to at ſome 


ſeaſon or other ? Is it poſſible that the Soul 
5 e ſhould 
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ſhould be carried upwards. frequently on 9 
the Wings of Faith and Love, that it I 
ſhould maintain a familiar and conſtant 
Converſation with Heaven, that it ſhould 
long to be delivered from this World of trou- 
ble, and this Body of Death, and to enter 
into the Regions of Peace, of Life, and 
Righteouſneſs ? Is it poſſible, I ſay, that 
| theſe ſhould be the Aﬀections, the Longings 
and Earnings of the Soul, and yet that the 
Good Man, the Perfect Man, who often 
enters into his Cloſet, and Communes with 
his own Heart, ſhould be ignorant of them? 

It cannot be. In a word, can the Relu- 
ctances of the Boch, and the Allurements 
of the World, be diſarm'd, weaken'd, and 
reduc'd? Can the Hunger and Thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs be very eager, the Reliſh of 
ſpiritaal Pleaſure brisk and delightful, and 
the contempt of worldly Things be really 
and thoroughly ſettled, and yet the Man be 
inſenſible of all this? It cannot be. But if 
we feel Togo Affections in us, we may 
ſafely conclude, that we are Partakers of 
the Divine Nature; that we have eſcaped the 
corruption that is in the world through luſt; 
and that the New Creature is at leaſt grow- 
ing up into a Perfect Man, to the meaſure of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Thirdly, 
The ſureſt Teft of a State of Grace, is our 
abounding in Good Worts: Tow ſhall know the 
tree by its frait, is our Maſter's own gy 
2 an 


Of the Fruit of Perfection. 
and it can never deceive us: He that doth 
righteouſneſs is born of God. If then we be 
frequent and fervent in our Devotion to- 
wards God; if we be modeſt and grateful 
in the Sacoeſſes, patient and reſigned , 
calm and ſerene under the Croſſes and 
Troubles of Life: If we be not only Pan- 
cual, but Honourable in our Dealings; if 
we be Vigorous and Generous in the Exerci- 
ſes of Charity; if we be not only juſt and 
true, but meek, gentle and obliging in our 
Words; if we retrench not only the ſinful, 
but ſomething from the innocent Liberties 
and Gratifications of Senſe, to give our 
ſelves more #tirely up to the Duties and 
lea ſures of Faith: If finally, we never 
be aſhamed of Virtue, nor flatter, com- 
pliment, nor wink at Vice; if we be rea- 
dy to meet with Death with Comfort, and 
retain Life with ſome degree of Indiffe- 
rence; If theſe Things, I ſay, be in us, we 
have little reaſon to doubt of the Goodneſs of 
our State : For good Works being the natural 
Fruit of Grace, it is impoſſible we ſhould 


abound in the one without being poſſeſſed 


with the other. One would think now, 
that there ſhould be nothing further need- 
ful to eſtabliſh the Conſolation of a Chri- 
ſtian; and yet God out of regard, no 
doubt, to the vaſt Importance and happy 
Influence of Aſſurance, has furniſhed us with 
«other ground of it, which is, 10 
— ö — 
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The za and Laſt, namely, the Teſtimo- 
ny of tlie Spirit. This Spirit, as it affiffs 
us in our Examination, ſo it ratifies and Nm 
irms our Sentence by. its Saffrage, fortify? 
28 Aſſurance, and ee Joy. All 
this the Scriptare expreſly teaches us; for 
the Spirit is called, Th# earneſt of our Inhe- 
 titance, the ſeal of our Redemption, Eph. 1. 
13, 14. Eph. 4. 30, 31. 2 Cor. 2. 10. 
2 Cor. 5. And though it be not impro- 
bable, but that theſe, and ſuch like Places, 
may relate more immediately to the Spirit of 
Promiſe which was conſpicuous in Mira- 
cles, and feems to have accompanied 40 
that believed in the Infancy of the Church, 
according to thoſe Words of our Saviour, 
And theſe (igns ſhall follow them that believe ; 
in my name ſhall they caſt out Devils, &c, 
Mark 16. 17. Yet there are Texts enough 
which aſſure us, that the Spirit of God 
ſhould be imparted to Believers through 
all ſucceeding Ages, and that this ſhould 
be one Effect of it to comfort us, and be 
a Pledge to us of the Divine Favour : Thus, 
Rom. 15.13. Now the God of hope fill you 


with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 


abound in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt. and Rom. 8, 15, 16. For ye have not 
received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; 
bat ye have received the ſpirit of 44 

by we cry Alla father; the ſpirit it ſelf beareth 


witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the children 


E 3 of 


prion, mhere- 
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an; Now theſe are likewiſe Three, 


of the Fruis of PerfeFtion; 


of God; and if children, then heirs, heirs of 


God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, If it be 
here demanded what this Teſtimony of the 


| Spirit is: I anſwer, Tis a powerful Euer- 


of the bleſſed Spirit, ſhedding abroad and 
increaſing the love of God in our hearts, 
Rom. 5. Tribulation worketh patience, patience 
experience, and experience hope, and 53 makes 
not aſhamed; becauſe the love of God is ſhed 


abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which i 


. J 


given unto us. This is the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, the Spirit of Obſienation, the Spirit of 
Glory, and the Spirit of Love; happy is he 
who is partaker of it, he has attained the 


Maturity af Perfection and Pleaſure. T can 


ſcarce forbear going in with ſome of the 
Fathers, who thought that ſuch as theſe 
could never finally fall. I can ſcarce for- 
bear applying to ſuch, thoſe words, Rev. 
20, 6. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in 
the of reſurrection; on ſuch the ſecond death 
hath no power. Thus far I have conſidered 
Aſſurance as it relates to the preſent time. 

But, ee, SS TW | 
2. Aſſurance may regard the Time to come; 
and it conduces very little leſs to the Peace 
and Pleaſure of a Chriſtian to be aſſured 
thar he ſhall perſevere in a good State, than 
that he is zom in ane. Let us therefore in 


the next place examine what grounds the 


Perfect Man may have for ſuch a Perſuaſi- 
Firſt, 


of the Fruit ji Perf 


1 The e ſon and Favour of God 
bor the Perfect Man. 
Secondly, The Sufficiency of Divine 2 


| ſtance... And, 
5 Thirdh, 3 * C aa of his own Inte: | 
"BE Hy. 3's 


1. The "Fevogr of God. 7 ad not «5 
about to prove that God will be ever rea 
to afiſt. the Perfect Man; 1 need not * 
that his eyes are always upon the righteous, and 
that his Ears are always-open to their prayers ; 
that they are the dear Objects of his Delighe 
and Love: Reaſon and Scripture both do 
abundantly. atteſt this, and the repeated 
Promiſes . of God to good Men, encourage 
them to. hope from God whatever beloved 
Children may from a tender and ** Fa- 
ther. Is not this enough then to in no 
the Perfect Man with great and confi 
Hopes? He knows, not only, that God 
an immutable God, free from all Levity 400 
Inconſtancy; and therefore, that — — 
leſs than Preſumption and Obſtinacy, Ha- 
bitual Neglect, or Wickedneſs, can tempt 
him to recal his Gifts, or repent him of his 
Favours: He knows not only that God is 
faithful, and will not Jaffer him to be tempted 
above what he is able; but he knows allo, 
that he has a powerful Interceſſor at the 
Maa of God, an Advocate with the 
E 4 Father, - 


5 
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Father, who cannot but prevail. Nor is- 
this all yet; he hias à great an Things 
that plead for him with: God -- There are 


his Tears which are Bottled up; there are 


his Prayers and Alms which are gone up for 
a Memorial before God; there is a Book of 
Remembrance Written wherein all his pious 
Diſcourſes are regiſtred; and God is Faith- 
ful, and can not forget his Works and Labour 
of Dove. The N of God will not ſoon 
Janice Be Flat it ſo long reſided in; it 
Will not ſuffer” it ſelf to be divided from 
that Per ſon with whom it had entred i into 
10 cloſe an Vaion, that ir ſeemed as. ĩt were 
inanimated or incor orated with him, and 
bend eſſential to his Being: Whence it 
— ape Spirit is ſaid to be eve When 

he 18 ff ed- and compelledto retire? 3 
* 2. The Strona Ground of Aﬀfurance for 
the Nine to come, . A iN ſafirient) of Divine 
Aﬀſhtance. The good Man is pl uſſured, 
hat God will never fefuſe tlie Protection 
of his Providence," "the Aid of his Sprrit : 
And hat can. be too aifficult for Juch 4 one? 
Providence can prevent a Temptation, or 


remove it; the Spirit can ſupport him un- 


der it, and enable him to vanquiſh it; 1225 
7 


it can enable him to extract "new Jaun 


and V gour from it; my grace is ſufficient for 
che, 2 Cor. 12. 9. the Truth of which A: 
ſertion has becky iſuſtriouſly proved by the 
Vries of Martyrs and Confeſſors, who 


trium- 


/ ' . 
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| triumpbed over the United Force of Mex 


and Devils. Though then the Conſcience 
of Human Frailty may awaken in the beſt 
of Men Fear and Caution, the Aſſurance 
of Divine Aſſiſt ance cannot but beget in 
them an holy Confidence; the Snares and 
Temptations of the World, the ſubtilty 
and vigilance of the Devil may juſtly create 


à Sollicitude in the beſt of Men; but when 


they conſider themſelves encompaſſed with 
the Divine Favour, they can have no rea- 
3. The Conſcience of his own TIntegrit 

is à Third Ground of a good Man's Conf 
dente; he knows that nothing but chin; 
Provocations can quench the Spirit, an 
oblige God to deſert him; and he has reaſon 
to hope, that this is that he cannot be guil 

of. He is ſure, that preſumptuous Wicked- 


neſs ie nor only repugnant” to his rie. 


ples; but to the very bent of his Mature, 
to all the Inclinations and © Paſſions of his 
Soul: I ſpeak here of the Perfect Man; can 
he ever wilfully diſhonour and diſobey God, 
who loves him above all Things, and has 


done fo long ? Can he forſake, and betray 


his Saviour, who has long rejoiced and glori- 
ed in him; who has been long accuſtomed 
to look upon all the Glories and Satisfacti- 
ons of this Liſe, as Dung and Droſs in com- 
pariſon of him? Can he, in one word, e- 
ver be ſeduced to renounce and hate Reli- 
N , gion, 


55 
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« gion, who has had ſo long an Experience 
& 5 the Beauty, and of the — of it? 
Good Habits when they are grown up to 
Perfection and Maturity, ſeem to me as 4. 
tural as tis poſſible Evil ones ſhould be: 
And if ſo, tis no leſs difficult to extirpate 
the One than the Other. And I think I 
have the Scripture on my ſide in this Opi- 
nion: Does the Prophet Jeremy demand, 
Can the Ethiopian change lis sin, or the 
Leopard his ſpots? then may you that are ac- 
cuſtomed to do evil, learn to da well, Jer. 13. 
23. St. John on the other hand does affirm, 
Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fin; for bis ſeed. remaineth in him; and he 
cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God, 1 John 
3. 9. Whoſaever. abideth in him, ſinneth not, 
v. 6. Theſe are the Grounds of Aſſarazce 
with reſpect of the time to come. As to Per- 
ſonal and Peremptory Predeſtination to Life 
and Glory, tis at leaſt a controverted Point, 
and therefore anſit to be laid as the Fourda- 
tian of Aſſurance. But ſuppoſe it Were 
granted, I ſee not which way it can affect 
our preſent Enquiry, ſince the wiſe amongſt 
tho. who ſtickle for it, adviſe all to goveru 
themſelves . by the general Promiſes and 
Threats of the Goſpel; to look upon the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs as the only ſolid 
Proof of a State of Grace; and if they be 
under the Dominion of any Sin, not to 
preſume upon Perſonal Election, * K 
ook 
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look upon themſelves as in a State of Dam. 
nation, till they be recovered out of it by 
Hepentance. Thus far all Sides agree; and I 
this I think is abundantly enough; for 1 
here we have room enough for Joy and 3 
Peace, and for Caution too; room enough 

for Confidence, and for Watchfulneſs too : 

The Ramaniſts indeed, will not allow. us 1 
to be certain of Salvation, Certitudine fid ei 1 
cui non poteſt ſubeſſe falſum, with ſach a 
Certainty as that' with which we entertain 
an Article of Faith, in which there is no 
room for Error; i. e. we are not ſo ſure 
that we are in the Favour of God, as we 
are, or may be, that there is 4 God, We 
are not ſo. ſure, that we have a Title to 
the Merits of Chriſt, as we are, or may be, 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, Now if this Af- 
ſertion be confined to that Aſſurance which 
regards the time to come, as it generally is; 
and do not deny Aſſurance in general, but 
only certain Degrees or Meaſures of it; 
then there is nothing very abſurd or into- 
lerable in it. For a leſs Aſſurance than that 
which this Doctrine excludes , will be 
ſufficient to ſecure the Pleaſure and Tran- 
quillity of the Perfect Man. But if this 
Aſſertion be deſign'd againſt that Aſſurance 
which regards our preſent State, then I 
think it is not ſound, nor agreeable, either 
to Reaſon , Scripture, or Experience. For 
fir/t, the Queſtion being about a 2 
| | or 


. — 
8 
„* 
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ter of Fa, tis in vain to argue that cannot 
be, which does appear manifeſtly to have 


been: And certainly they who rejoiced in 


Chriſt with unſpeakable, and full of 
G0, were 20 eee 1 he | 
were in a State of Grace and Salvation, as 

were that Feſus was Riſen from the : 
Dead. Secondly, \ Tis one thing to balance 


the Strength and Degrees of Aſſarance ; an- 


other to balance the Reaſons of it. For 
it is very poſſible that Aſſurance may be 
ſtronger, Where the Reaſon of it may not 
be ſo clear and evident as where the Aﬀſu-' 
raxte'ts leſs. Thus for Example; the Evi- 
dence of Senſe ſeems to moſt earned Men 

to be ſtronger tlian that of Faith: And yet 
through knie Affiſtance of the Spirit, a Man 
may embrace a Truth that depends upon 
Revelation, with as much Confidence and 

Certainty as one de m— upon Senſe. 

And ſo it may be in the Caſe of Aſſurance - 
The Spirit of God may by its Concurrence 
raiſe our Aſſurance as "high as he pleaſes; 
although the 'Reaſo on which it be built, 

ſhould not be Divine and Infallible, but 
merely Moral,” and ſubject at leaſt to a pa- 
bility of Error. But Thirdly, Why ſhould 
not the Certainty I have concerning my 
Preſent State, be' as Divine and Infallible, 
as that I have concerning an Article of 


Faith? If the Premiſes be Infallible, Why 


Mould not the Concluſt on? He that Believes 
and 


Of the Fruit of Ferfeciion. 
and Repents is in a State of Grace, is a Di- 
vine, an Infallible Propoſition: And why 
may not this other, I Believe and Repent, 
be equally Infallible, though not equally 
Divine? What Faith and Repentance is, is 
revealed; and therefore there is no room 
for my being here miſtaken : Beſides, T am 


* 1 at. * . N 
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aſſifted and guided in the Trial of my Self 


by the Spirit of God. So that the truth of 
this Propoſition, I Believe and Repent, de- 
pends partly upon the Evidence of Senſe; 

and I may be us ſure of it, as of what I da, 
or leave undone :. Partly upon the Evidence 
of inward Senſation, or my Conſciouſneſs 
of my own Thoughts; and I may be as 
ſure of it as I can be of what I love or 
hate, rejoice or grieve for; And laſtly, It 
depends upon the Evidence of the Spirit of 
God, which aſſiſts me in the Examination 


of my Self according to thoſe Characters 
of Faith and Repentance, which he hath . 


' himſelf revealed. And when I conclude 
from the two former Propoſitions, that I 
am in 4 State of Grace, he confirms and 
ratifies my Inference, And now, let any 
one tell me, What kind of Certainty that 
is, that can be greater than this? I have 
taken this Pains to ſet the Doctrine of A, 
ſarance in a clear Light, becauſe it is the 
great Spring of the Perfect Man's Comfort 
and Pleaſure, the Source of his Strength and 
; Joy. And this puts me in mind of that 
Bano e e wy 
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other Fruit of Perfection, which in the be- 


ginning of this Chapter, I promiſed to inſiſt 
on, which is, 5 1 


Its Subſerviency to our Happineſs in this 
That Happineſs incteaſes in proportion 


with Perfection, cannot be denied, unleſs 
we will at the ſame time deny the Hap- 


pr of a Man, to exceed that of an 
Infant, or the Happineſs of an Angel 


that of Man. Now this Truth being of a 
very 2 Importance, and ſerving ſingly 

of a thouſand Motives to Perfection, 
Iwill confider it impartially, and as cloſely 
as I can. thr ak and Pleaſure, are ge- 
nerally thoughr to be only two Words for 


the ſame thing: Nor is this very remote 


from Truth; for let but Pleaſure be ſolid 


and lafting, and I cannot. ſee what more is 
wanting to make Man Happy. The beſt 
way therefore, to determine how much 


Perfection contributes to our Happineſs, is 


to examine how much it contributes to 
-our Pleaſare. . 

If with the Epicurean, we think Indo- 
tence our ſupream Happineſs, and define 


Pleaſure by the abſence of Pain, then I am 
ſure the Perfect Man will have the beſt 
claim to it. He ſurely is freeſt from the 


| Miſtakes and Errors, from the Paſſions and 


. Follies, 


. 
. 


O the Fruit of Perfection. 
Follies, that embroil Human Life: He 
creates no evil to himſelf, nor provokes any 
unneceſſary danger. His Virtue effectually 
does that which Atheiſm attempts.in vain; 
diſpels the terror of an inviſible Power: 
He needs not drown the Voice of Conſci- 
ence by Wine, or Noiſe, or the Toil of 


Life; it ſpeaks nothing to him, but what 


is kind and obliging ; it is his Comforter, 
not his Perſecutor: And as to this World, 
he reaps that Satisfaction and Tranquillity 
from the Moderation of his AﬀeCtions, 
which Ambition and Avarice do in vain 


promiſe themſelves from Preferments, or the 


zncreaſe of Wealth. Tf therefore there were 
amy State on this ſide Heaven exempt from 
Evil, it muſt be that of the A b Man. 
But he knows the World too well to flatter 
himſelf with the Expectation of Iadolente, 
or an andiſturb d Tranquillity here below; and 
is as far from being deluded by vain Hopes, 
as from being ſcar d by vain Fears, or tor- 
tur'd and diſtended by vain Deſires, He 
knows the World has its Evils, and that they 
cannot wholly be avozaed ; he knows it, and 
dares behold them with open Eyes, ſurvey 
their Force, and fee! and try their Edge. 
And then when he has collected his own 
Strength, and called in the Aid of Heaven 
he ſbrinks not, nor deſponds; but meets Evi 


with that Co es and bears it with that 
) 


evenneſs of Mind, that he ſeems, even in his 


Aﬀi- 
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Alictions, nearer to Indolence, than the 
Fool and Sinner in his Proſperity. So that I 
cannot forbear profeſſing, rhere appears 
ſo much Beauty, ſo much Lovelineſs in the 
re 0 of the Perfect Man, with re- 
ihe to the Evils of Life, that for that rea- 
on alone, were there no other, T ſhould 
admire and prefer his Virtue above any Poſ- 
felſion or Enjoyment of Life. Give me leave 
to compare the Saint and Sinner on this occa- 
ſton; and but very briefly : The wiſe man's 
eyes, ſaith Solomon, Eccleſ. 2. 14. are in 
his head; but the fool walketh in darkneſs. The 
Wiſe Man fees that he has Enemies, I 


mean Evils; and therefore he informs him- 


ſelf well of their Strength, obſerves their 
Motion, and prepares for the Encounter: 
But Ignorance and Stupidity, is the greateſt | 
bleſſing of the Sinner's Life; and his moſt 
admir*d Quality is not to be apprehenſive of 


Evil, till it cruſh him with its Weight. 


But if the Sinner be not fool enough to ar- 
rive at this degree of Brutality, then as ſoon 
as the Report of the moſt diſtant Evil, 
or the moſt inconſiderable, reaches his Ear, 
how it fills his Imagination, how it ſhakes 


his Heart, and how it embitters his Plea- 


ſures! And to what poor and deſpicable 
Arts, to what baſe and diſhenourable Shifts 
does his Fear force him? When on the 


fame Occaſion we diſcover nothing in the 


Perfect Man, but a beautiful mixture of 
Humi⸗- 


of the Fus of orb 
Humiliry and Flith, 9 and Conf. 
dence, * Aſſuranee in God,; He it Fig 
afraid. of evil. Hidings'; 17 t r fixed; 
truſting in the Lid, Pfal. 112, a Frattte 80 
Spirit, "Which to thoſe who' Have Opportii 
nity and? ee Senſe to 8 It, Is nders 1 1 
A and . 44 
Ve conſider the Wicked and Na This Good 
actually under rhe Weight and Preſſure's 
Evil, ok much «like 15 the'State of | 
in reality 10 chat” bf the ehe, ee 
2 yhi ile Whey OH e re 405 
ame! t what Cou 
what Refi nation, what Hopes ador; 
the One! What Inſtruction to All, What 
Satisfaction to his Friends and Relations 
does his ment afford! And how does 
it inſpire and warm the Breaſts of tho 
that converſe with him, With an Eſteen 
for, and E of Goodmſt, and himſelf | What 
whit Delight is there in thoſe gra- 
ches,: that at this {thn 
| good Man s Mouth! I know that 
Ree Neth. De Lord giveth, and 
83 taketh | away 15 and bleſſe Wok the 1 
the Lord atthfulneſs ha 
25 775 fo be Te: Gol ts fa Wh 4 
of 89 86 7 5 my. portion, for ever And 
ch like: And how often. does he pour 
out his Heart in ſecret before God! 
often does he reflect on the gracious and 
wiſe Ends of * Chaſtiſement 4 . 
ow 
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Share of & than any other can e 
| co, 
| "But: hab 70 take Pleaſure to be, not 4'tiiee 
Calm, but 2 ntle Breeze; not to confiſt 10 
meer Ref an , bur a delightful M- 
tion; not in the meer b of the 
Mind, but in the Tranſport of it, or fome- 
os nearly approaching it.  PerfelZion, Pm 

dent, ill ſuffer nothing by this Change 
of Erbe Notion of Pleaſure. Fiber many, lea. 
ſares has the Wiſe Man, which depend not on 


8 


Fortune, but F 1 (I mean his Diligence 


and Integrity) and to which the Sinner is 
an utter Stranger! What Pleaſure, what 
Triumph is equal to that of the Perfect 
Man, when he glories in God, and makes 
his Boaſt of him all Day long? When he 
rejoyces in the Lord with Joy 2 et and 


fall of Glo? When being fil with all the 


 fulnſs of God, tranſported by a Vital Senſe 
of Divine Love, and ſtrengthened and exalt- 
el by 1 mighty Energy of the . of 
Adoption, lie maintains a. Felowſhi 1 with the 
Fa 2 Flag with his: Son Jeſus ? All Com- 
munion with God, / conſiſts in this. J oy of 
Love and Aſſurance, and has a Taſte of 
Heuven in it. Let the moſt Fortunate, and 
tlie wiſeft Epicurean too, ranſack all the 
Stote-houſes/ and Treaſures of Nature; let 
him muſter together all his Legions of 
Pleaſure, and let him, if he can, conſoli- 
date and „ them all; - and _ 
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Of the Fruit of | PerfeSjon. 
all, being put into the Scale againſt This 
alone, they will prove lighter "#5 Vanity. 
it ſel To be the Care, the Delight, the 
Love'of an Almighty God, 2275 be dear to 
him, Who is the Origin and Fountain of all 
Perfections; Lord, TI Reſt, : what Con- 
fidence, what Joy, what Extaſy, do theſe 
Thoughts breed! if How 47 — how lof- 
how delightful and Pin are thoſe 
ens 8 of St. John! 1 $5 3. I, 2. 
Behold, what * of love 5 Father has 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 2 called the 
Sons of God] therefore the world tnometh us 
not, becauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now are 
we the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
ror 5 ſpall be; ihe =o, 82 that ys be 
ear, we (ba ie him, for we [ba 
ſee Bis 4s he is. And thoſe 15 of the 
Pſalmiſt, I am continually with thee ;, thou doſt 
hold me by my right band : Thou ſhale guide me 
with thy coun Ls and afterwards | receive me 


into glory, Pal. 73. 23, 24+ But I will de- 


ſcend to cooler and hambler Pleaſures. It is 


no ſmall Happineſs to the Perfect Man, 


that he 8 himſelf a proper Object of his 
own Compl acen 1 8 He can reflect on the 
ice, 


Truth a Ju the Courage and Con- 


ſtancy, the Meekneſs and Charity of his 
Soul, with much Gratitade towards God, 
4 Contentment in himſelf. And this ſure- 
he may do with good Reaſon: For 
& Perfections of the Mind, are as juſtly 
to 
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to be prefert'd before thoſe of the Body, 125 
thoſe of the Body before the Gifts of 

tune. Nor Is it 5 Matter of ſmall 8 
ance to be pleas'd with one's ſelf: For grant 
any one but this, and he can never be der) 
Uneaſy, or very Miſerable. But without this,” 
there are very few TIN gs which will not 
diſturb and diſcom ** the moſt ob- 
liging Accidents of! 5 will have no A 
in them. Tis ee and Vanity 


ſometimes create a N f-Complareng 1 In 


Sinner; Why, even 7910 tis à pleaſing 


Error.” But t ere is as much Difference be- | 


tween the Jeſt and Rational Complacency 


of a Wiſe Man in himſelf, and the miſtaten 


one of à Fool, as there is between the falſe 


and fleetir Fancies of a Dream, and the 
ſolid Satisfactions of the Day. This will 
be oe manifeſt upon the ſlighteſt View We 


can take of tho Fins Which are the 


true Reaſon of 2M Good Man's Satisfaction : 
in himſelf, and render his Conſcience a 


continual Feaſt to him. 


It is commonly faid, That Yertae is its 
own Reward: And though it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, this is a reward which is not 
ſufficient in all Caſes, nor great enough to 
vanquiſh ſome ſorts of Temptations; yet there 
is a great deal of Truth and Weig in this 
Saying, For a State of Vertue is like a 
State of Health, or Peace, of Strength and 


1 3 and therefore deſirable on its = 
9” 6 
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Of” the Fruit of Perfectiun- 
Ae Auf if Pleaſare, properly ſpeak - 


be nothing elle. but the te Exer- 
F ef. the P omers of. Natere ; ot their pro- 
per Up jects ; ; and if it be then abſalute. and. 


N 1pkat, *when theſe Powers arg raiſed, 
0 54 Exerciſe o 5 is free 281 undiſ 

ug aly Vertue, Which is no · 
1 i 22 Aber 


2 77 r= 
f ature, of 15 As. te e Other 
may pee anner in this State of M Wag 
mult be a very © 5 Pleaſure, Acts 
of Wiſdom and Charity, the 7 
on gf Trurh, and the Love of | 
mult be the mgſt natural and delightful * 5 
ciſe A the Mizd of Man; And becauſe 
Trath and d Sele, are Infinite and Omni. 
Pr. aq Fr nothing can hinder the J erf 6c 
the 


contem the Ong, id / puing 
E 1 j chere ty he in bs 5 
alu 


f. | 
7195 27 he i Raps ner 10 his a Go 5 


and 1 1 in be 2 % an eee 
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Spring of Delight. W m ally how 4 
1 are the Exerpiſes and HRP oymen tsof 
he Mind of Man! And when ir is once 
plied and cultivated, how agreeable arg. 
and Sy all! Toi invent and find out, to to illuſtrate 
adorn, to prove and demonſtrate, to 
igh,: Alon aint to de- 
bebt calmly an impertially, ta act with 


a0 abſalute Liberty, ta deſpiſe little Things, 


151998 a 5 Nager to do N 
1 Wig Thin ing? 


oe Nav of" Wege 


Thi onverſe with 
Fn ft paſar in Wo "Ind c 4 
oe paid 0 e Lan 


13 H 95 

htful are th TD hin en 
How muchds t 55 wee to the Ser bie 
the Beauty 05 it my Hutnane 1481 
Te theſe ed Minds we owe Hilto, 
ries, Sciences, 08 1 1 BHT 14 Laws. Fro 
all ach if others * 5 10 phpean | 
Pleaſare, hoy 1 „ 
Parents of Tel 
mind of one 


Perfect Man et 


nate Senſualiſt ; 
ver Want 21 6 955 70 1 170 * 
Przont of Tis Mita eh Arid elightſalh 


Whence Ne emen, V 
the Priſan and ths' Puig ment of he ＋ 
the Paradiſe of tir Wiſe and.CGoed. n. 
But let us cbffie at lehgth to that Plea: 
ſure which depends upon External Objects; 
where, if any where, the Fo and * 
muſt diſpute is Title to Pleaſure with the 
Wife and Good. How many Things are 
there here which force us to give the Pre- 
ference to the Nis Man? I will not, urg 
that à narrow, à private Fortune can Gra 
Store enough for all the  Appetites of Ye Niue; n 
that a Wh? Man, need not at any time p 
_ chaſe his Pleaſure at too dear a FACE 3 ; he [one 
nor lie, nor cheat,” nor crouch, nor fawn: 
This i is the Price of 12 Pleaſure. I will © 
F 4 | nat, 
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52 Of the Frnit of Perfection. 
| I. ra" 1 By, theſe and. the like Advan- 
1 World thinks it want of 
955 2 0 | be content. with a little ; and want 
Wit not to practiſe thoſe Ares, let them 
1 hover ſp baſe, by which we 855 com · 
Pore, bye nly remark WP w.things. 
tf, TRA ſe ow s Prof; nil is calarged. 
0 opher, which 


| the Br can ſee. none: 
e or ks, in all the Proyi- 
a, ** ole the, thoſe, Contri- 
the Foo Kannot fathows ; z 


a Stain up Mind: T7 gos | 
154 8 an EY vexatious;.._ The Plea- 
re "of Pertue i is like a Stream, which runs 
— 4 within its Banks, but it runs ſmooth 
and clear; and has a Spring that always 
feeas the ( Current : But 5 of Sin 
is like a Land- flood, im tuous, muddy, 
and irre gulax.: And as wy as it forſales 
the Ground it overflow'd,, leaves nothing 
| 3 it, but Slime and Fi 5. Laſtly, The 
? Man forming a true Efimat 87 the 
Objefts of Senſe, and not looking upon 
them as his «/tjmate End, enjoys all that is 
in them, and j is not fool d by an E e 


pr more. baying coders the 0b. 
PR 1 jets. 
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jets of Humane Pleaſure, two Things are 
plain: firf, That the 'Peyfer# Man has 
Sources or - Fountains of ' Pleaſure, 
which the Sinner never taſtes of, which he 
- eannot reliſh, which he is a Stranger to: 
Next; As to outward Things, that H has 
even here, many Advantages above the 
other. But what is more conſiderable yet, is, 
All the Claim the Sinner lays to Pleaſure, 
is confined to the = ent Moment, w ich 
is extreamly ſport, and extreamly uncertain; 
the Time that is Pop and to Come, he quits 
all Pretenſions to, or ought to do ſo. As 
to the Time Paſt f, the Thing ol evident: 
For the Sinner, looking back, ſees hisPlea- 
ſures and Sati actions; 2 5 Good Man his 
Tryals and Temptations paſt and gone: The 
Sinner ſees an Eud of his Beauty and his 


Strength; the Good Man of his Weakneſſes 


and Follies : The one when he looks back is 


_ encounter'd with Sin and Folly, Wickedneſs 
and Shame; the other with R and 
Good Works : ' Guilt and Fear haunt the 


Reflections of the one, Peace and Hope at- 


tend thoſe of the other. As to the Time to 
come, the Atheiſt hath »o'Proſpe&t at all be- 
d the Grave, the Wicked Chriſtian a ve- 

ry diſmal one, the Meat and Imperfect a 

doubtful one; only the Wiſe and Perfe& an 
aſſured, j al,: and delightful one. And this 

puts me in mind of that which is the pro- 
1 0 Fruit of e and the trueſt and 
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74 Of. ile Hun of Ferfeddion. 
greateſt Pleaſure of Humane Life, that is, 
[ſurance, Aſſurance of the Pardon of Sin, 
of ur . CO? Favour, Aſſurance 
| deuortality and Glory. ce 
Need I prove, That Aſur aud is an un- 
ſpeakable Pleaſure? One would think, that 
ig Man, who is daily engaged in a Conflict 
with ome Evil or other, were ſuperflu- 
| aer hon it is a mighty Plegſart to 


be raiſed, though not above the Aſſauli, 
though not above the Reach, yet above the 
Venom. and Malignity of Evili : To be filed 
with Joy, and Strength, and Confidence; 
to ride triumphant under the Protect ion of 
the Divine Favoar, [ and ſee the Sea of Lite; 
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1 ſwell and toſs it {elf in vain, in vais threaten 
the Bark it camps fink, in vain invade the 
that to Man, who. lives all his Life long in 
Jog for fear of Death, it ſhould be a 
ſurprizing Del 


ightito ſee Dralh lie gaſping at 
Stave, Without Terror: One would, finally, 
think, that to Man, who lives rather by 
Hope than Enjoyment, it ſhould not be ne- 
ceſſary to prove, that the Chriſu ans Hope, 
whoſe Confidence is greater, its Objects 
more glorious, and its Sueceſs more certain 
than that of any worldly Fancy or Project, 
is. full of Pleaſare; and that it is a delightful 
Proſpect to ſee the Heavens opened, and Je. 
ſues, Our Jeſus, our Prince and Saviour, fitting 
at the Right Hand of God. Thus 
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hus L have, Lthink, ſufficiently made 
© x the e * n to the 


Jappineſs s of Life, which was 
the thing oY done in this 555 5 
ter. oor can 1 pk Lt, — in 
can be ſprung to inya os; W 8. 
ſaid; ES, re be "uy cl r Nene 
in theſe — - 

1. To reap the Ph 
Gr, which you. have. 

ures. ſomethi 
ome :Compaſs. 0 da 
gacity and WA 
grant indeed that 


Which J have ne Lowe f 
the Perfect Man, d a Spirit r 
little above the Vulgar: But the rich 
ures, not the moſt Poliſhed. and ah 6 
Spirits, but the moſt Dævout and Charitable 
uls are * capable of. Caah are the 
Peace and enquiry which ariſes from 
the Conqueſt a nd. Reda#Fion of all-inordinate 
Affections; the Satisfaction which accom- 
panies a ſincere and vigorous Diſcharge of 
Duty, and our Reſlectiuns upon it; the Se- 
curity and Reſt which flows from Self-ref 2 
nation, and Confidence in the Divine Pro- 
tection: And laſtly, the Joy that ſprings 
from the full Aſſurance of Hope. 1 
But 24ly, It may be objected, Tis true 
all theſe things ſeem to hang together well 


enough 1 in Speculation ; ; but when we come 
ag 
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to examine the Matter of Fact, we are al- 
moſt tempted to think, that all which you 4 


have aid to prove the ways of Wiſdom, ways 
e A Plaue and 4 10 ray Mas, 
mounts to fre than a pretty Amuſe- 
went * the Mind, and a Viewer) Scheme 
of Happineſs. 'For how few are there, if 
an), who fee] all this to be Truth, and e- 
dent the Plecſure you talk of? 2 How. 
few' are they in whom we can diſcover 


Si F this's 1 pal Joy, or Fruits 

1 Di Trang 50 ae Tan 
ſwer, in a v he np eso 52 pf ect 
and mare Vertue are very f ; Religion 


runs very low, and the Love: Ter G14 and” 
Goodneſs in the Boſoms of moſt Chriſtians | 
ſuffers ſuch an Aly and Mixture, that it 


is #0 Wonder at all, if fo perfect a State 


breed but very weak 'and imperf fed Hope 1 
very faint and doubtful Joys. But I fhal 
ents Occaſion to examine the Force of this 
9 more ful, when T come to the 
9 of awed — . 
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as he Atta n of Perfection Wi; . 
c ceular ; Account of the Manger, or the — 
Steps, ag Man advances on groms up 


40 it i three Remarks to mate this | 
» Diſcearſe gore CR, 99d, be frm 


n en mn ##, 


"Have in the Tu, Secbnd, 264 Thi 
Chapters ex plain'd the Notios of Reli. 
TT Perfection. in the Fauurthᷣ Chapter 1 

ave infiſted on o Effects of it, Aſſurance 


and Pleaſure: My Method therefore now 


leads me to the Artainment of Perfection. 
Here I will do Two Things. 1/, 1 will 
trace out the ſeyeral Steps and 4: Vances of 
the Chriſtian towards it, and draw up, as 

it were, a ſhort Hiſtory, of his 8 Snag 
Progreſs, from the very Infancy of \ 


to its 17 5 and Manhood. 2ah, I wit 


diſcourſe brie 
of Perfection. . TY -» 3189" 


of the Chrifiss get, v Per- 
fection. Ae 


Many are the Figures and PLES by 
which the Scripture deſcribes this; alluding 
one While to the Formation; N ouriſhment, 
and Growth of the Natural Man; another 


ly « of the Motives, 400 Means 


while to that of Plants and Vegetables: 


Gre 


7 


» 
7 


: 4 Sy * 7 K 
1 N * 2 8 - 4 4 7 ö * * * * * * q , * * x WT" LO IP 04 TIER F 1 * 
5 A * * * 18 * 444 * 5 6 2 N * A 4 * ” FY TIT. - * 1 N 3 Ka a 
, I ' r 5 3 3D . ; of 75 ? 9 4 8 . : 5 
. » 1 F * > 2 A 254 : * : 75 * 0 BY. he 2 4 
* 


3 3 ; 2 N . , 
N 8 , ; 

£ I ' ** 12 a 
* * g * . 
» | 8 33 95 : 
=. : wt "Of .* Fi» 111, / 

4 = ' | : FF '% A N | 2 1 15 4 1 "oo 

1 3 . 3 q ; * A 92 y * 1 E700 W P . 27 : 

4 * * : 10 

/ . 

* 
TY ” 


One while to the dawning and increafing 
Light, that ſhines moxe ind) more to the 
= perfect Day. Another while to that Suc- 
1 ceſſion of Tabours and Expectations which 
= the Husbandman runs thro” from Plough- 
ing to che Harveſt, But of all the Simi- 
lies whicty the Spirit makes ule of to this 
Ead, there is ove” eſpecially that ſcems to 
me to give us the trueſt, and the livelieſt 
Image of the Change of a Sinner int 
Samt. The Scriprure tetirbſcors Sim aa 
State of Bagger and, Righteouſneſs as a State 
of Literty:. and teaches us, that by the 
fame'Steps by which an enſlaved and op- 
reſfeck People arrive at their Secular, by 
the very fame does the Clitiſt ian at his Spi- 
YH Hsrſt then, As ſoon.as any, Judgment or 
1 Mercy, or any ortier tart bf 2all, awakens 
1 and penetrates the Sinner 5. as ſoon as a clear 
Light breaks in upon him, and makes him 
1 ſes and conſider hisown State, he is preſent- 
4 WI agitated by various Paſſions, according 
Il to his different Guilt and Temper, or the 
different Calls and Motives by which he is 
wrought upon: One While Fear, another 
while Shame ; one While Indignation, ano- 
HF cler While Hope, fills his Souf: He reſents 
the Tyranny, and complains of the Perſe- 
_ union: of bis Luſts; he upbraids himſelf 
With his Polly, and diſeovers a Meanneſs 
and Shamefulneſs in his ices, which he did 
4 * not 
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Of the, Atrainment- of Ferfeclion. 
not reflect on ſufficiently; before; he is 
vex'd, and troubled at the Plagues and 
Miſchiefs his Sin and Folly have: already 
procured him, and thinks = has Reaſon to 


rable. Ther oh calls to mind the Goodn 
the Long-ſuffering of Goa, the Love 
Jeſus, the — — of the Spirit and of 
Pomer; and how diſtint ſoever he be from 


Vertue; he diſcerns there is.a Beauty and 


Pleaſure in it; and cannot but judge tho 
Righteous W Theſe Thoughts, theſe 
Travels. af the Mind, if (they: be not 
ſtrangled in the Birth by a Man's own 
Wilfulneſs or, Puſillanimity, or unh 
diverted upon ſome Temptations, do kindle 
in. the, Boſom of the Sinner, the Deſires 
of Rag eouſneſs and Liberty ; tliey fill 
Regret and Shame, caſt him 

77 1 humble him before God; 
and make him oP reſolve, on: ſhaking 


off the Yoke. | his may called a 


State of nine 1 is a — of 
2 r, or poſition to eben- 
Or I it; be Repantance it ſelf, tis 

— "bus: an Embrio : To N it, tis 
hn e nenne 
i,.; Secondly, That the Sinner make good bis 
—— and actually break With his 
Luſts, he mutt reject: their Sollicitations, 
ad boldly oppoſe their Commands; he 
muſt oe part with Reaſon and A 
eep 
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fear, if: he perſiſt, others far more intole- 
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380 Of the Attainmetit of Ferfeclior. 
|  keepa Watch and Guard over his Soul, and 


l x 
4 5 
Fat 


- muſt earneſtly labour by Mortification and 
| Diſcipline, by Meditation and Prayer to 
root out Vice, and plant Vertue in his 
Soul. This in the Language of the Pro- 


eng partly abuſed by falſe Notions, ar 

ught to believe from Rom. 7. that there 

is no higher or perfecter State; partly in. 
tangled and incumbered by ſome unhappy 

Circumſtances of Life: Or, it may be, th 
Force or Impetus of the Soul towards Per- 
fection, is much abated by the Satisfaction 
of Proſperity, and the many Diverſions and 
Engagements of a Fortunate Life: But 
he that will be Perfect, - muſt look upon 
this State as the Beginning of Vertue. Fot 
it muſt be remember'd, that a ſtubborfand 


powerful Enemy will not be ſubdued and 
totally brought uuder in a Moment. Thie 
Chriſtian therefore muſt proſecute this War 
till he has finiſhed it; I will not ſay by 

| CCC $51.83 adit. - 
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oft Sada „ 


extirpating, but diſabling che Bü But 
here I would have it well 'obſery*d; tliat 


the reducing the Enem to a low Conditi- = 


on, is not always effected by an uninter- 
rupted ſeries of Victor ies; for ſeldom is any 
ſo fortunate, or ſo brave; ſo wiſe; or ſo 
watchful, as to meet with no check in Kn 
long courſe of a difficult War; tis enough 
if he be not diſeourag d, but inſtructed and 
awaken'd by it. And to prevent any fa-- 
tal Diſaſter? two Exrors muſt carefully be 
avoided.” Bf" A haſty and iond confi. 
dence ii our 'x Prog with an ovet-weenin 
Contempt and Neglect of the Enemy: An 
next, alf falſe and cowardly Projects of 
Trutes and Accommodations: Nor is the 
ſitting * down content with poor and low 
Attainments very far removed from this 
latter. This is the ſecond Stage of the Chris 
_ Ss Advance toward Perfection; — 2 
may be calVd tlie State of Liberty. 
third and laſt, which now follows; is a 
State of Zgal, or Love, ot as Myſtick Wri- 
ters delight to call it, the State of Union. | 
The Yoke of Sin being once ſhaken off, 
the Love of Righteouſneſs, and a delight 
in it, is more and more increaſed: And 
now the Man proceeds to the laſt Round in 
the Scale of Perfection. The Wiſdom, 
Courage, and Vigour of a Convert, is gene. 
rally at firſt employed in ſubduing h 
Corruptions, in _ his ill — 
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Off the. Attainment of Fe feclinn. 
and defeating his Enemies; in pt ing 
him 


over his on Heart, and guar 
againſt Temptations. But this bein once 
"> is in full Liberty to purſue the 
Wor s of Peace and Love. Now he may 
222 e from eceſſam to voluntany Acts of 
enial, Which before would have been 


pat new mine into old bottles, contrary to 
| 85 „ Contrary 


vice of our Maſter, Mat. 9. 17. Now — 
his Knowledge, and exchan 
the ule of the word for ſtrong meat, for 
iſdom and the Myſteries of it: Now 
extend his Watchfulneſs, his Care; 
pgs they were before wiſely, for 


| 80 5 moſt part, oonfined to his on Safety, 


he may now, like our Saviour, go alout 
doing good, AQ. 10.38, * rength- 
ning, and re — apy weak Brethren; pro- 
pagati and -inflaming the Bo- 
ſoms of Men e Love of Jeſus and his 


Truths. Now, in a word, he may give 


himſelf up to a Life of more exalted Con- 
templation, Purity and Charity, which will 
be natural and eaſy now, though it were 
not ſo in the beginning. And this Life is 
accompanied with. peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; with Confidence and Pleaſure : Now 
the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and lis burden 
light ; now he rejoices with joy unſpeakable, 
and hopes full of glory. Now *tis.-not. ſo 
much he that lives, as Chriſt that lives in 
him : For the * which he nom leads, is in- 

tirely 
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Of ibe Artajument of Perfobtion. 83 
tirely the product of Faith and Love; and 
his greateſt Buſineſs is to maintain the 
Ground which he has got, and to hold 
4 the Stedfaſtneſs of his Hope unto the 


Io render tis ſhort Account of the 
Growth af Virtue, from its very Seed to 
Maturity, the more gſqful, and to free it 
from ſome Seraples, which it may otherwiſe 
give occaſion to; I will here add ro or 
three Remarks. 1. That the State and Ha- 
bit of Per ſeſtion, is a different Thing from 
ſome ſudden Flights, or Efforts of an extra- 
ordinary aan; and ſo is the fixt and 
eſtabliſh'd Tranquility af the Mind, from 
ſome ſudden Guſts, and ſhort- livꝰd Fits of 
ſpiritual Joy. No Man attains to the Ha- 
bits of Virtue and Pleaſure but by degrees; 
and the natural Method and Order by 
which he advances: to either, is that whic 
J have ſet down. But as to ſome Sallies 
of the maſt pure and exalted Paſſions, as 
to hort - liv d Fits of Perfection, as to tran- 
ſient Taſtes, ſhart and ſudden Tranſports of 
ſpit ĩtual Pleaſure, it js very often otherwiſe. 
God ſometimes, either to allure the Frailty 
Of a new Convert, or to fortify his Reſo- 
lution againſt ſome hazardous Trial, does 
raiſe him to an extraordinary Heighth, by 
more than uſual Communications of his 
bleſſed Spirit; and raviſhes him by ſome 
Glances, as it were, of the Beatifick Vilion. 
| „ Raptures 


84 


Spirit and Power, the Luſtre and Surprize 


Of the Attainment of Ferfedtion. 

Raptures of Love, the melting Teriderneſs 
of à pious Sorrow, the Strength of Refo- 
lution and Faith, the Confidence and Ex- 
ultancy of Aſſurance, do ſometimes accom- 
pany ſome ſort of Chriſtians in the begin- 
nings of Righteouſneſs, or in the State of 
Wlumination. ' Where the Conviction is 
full, the Imagination lively, and the Paſ- 
ſions tender, it is more ealy to gain Perfe- 


nion, than to: preſerve it. When a profli- 


gate Sinner in the day of God's Power, is 
atch d like a Firebrand out of the Fire, 


reſcued by ſome amazing and ſurprizing 
Call, like Iſrael by Miracles out of Egypt ; 
I wonder not, if ſuch a one loves mach, 
becauſe much has been forgiven him; I won- 
der not if he be ſwallowed up by the deep- 
eſt and the livelieſt Senſe of Guilt and 
Mercy; I wonder not, if ſuch a one en- 
dea vour to repair. his paſt Crimes by He- 
roick Acts, if he make haſte to redeem his 
loſt time by a Zeal and Vigilance hard to 
be imitated, never to be parallePq by o- 
thers. Hence we read of Judas love in 
the day of her eſpouſals, Jer. 2. 2. And of the 
firſt love of the Church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4. 


as the moſt perfect. And in the firſt times 
of the Goſpel, when Men were converted 
by aſtoniſhing Miracles; when the Preſence 


and Example of Jeſus and his Followers ; 
when the Perſpicuity and Authority, the 


of 


Of the Attainment. of Ferfeclion. 85 
of the Word of Life and Salvation dazzled, 
over-power*d:and\ tranſported the Minds of 
Men, and made a thorough Change in a 
Moment; and when again, no Man pro- 
feſſed Chriſtianity, but he expected by his 
 Sufferingsand Martyrdom to ſeal the Truth 
of his Proſeſſion; I wonder not if Vertue 
ripened. faſt: under ſuch miraculous Influ- 

_ ences of Heaven; or if Aſſurance ſprung up 
min a Moment from theſe bright Proofs of 
an unſhaken Integrity. But we, who live 

in colder Climates; who behold nothing 
in ſo clear and bright a Light as thoſe hap- 
py Souls did, muſt be content to make 
ſhorter and flower Steps towards Perfecti- 
ou, and ſatisfy our ſelves with a natural 
not miraculous Progreſs. And we, whoſe 
Vertues are ſd generally under grown, and 
out Tryals no other than common ones, 
have no reaſan to expect the Joys of a Per. 
fecit Aſſurante, till we go on ta Perfection. 
2a, As Perferction is a Work of Ti 
ſo is it of gteat Expence and Coſt too; 
mean, tis the Effect of much Labour and 
Travel, Self-denial and Watchfulneſs, Re- 
ſolution and Conſtancy. Many are the 
Dangers which we are to encounter thro” 
our whole Progreſs towards it; Why elſe 
are we exhorted, to learn to do good? To 
perfect wy in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 
7. 1, 2. To be renewed in the | ſpirit of our 
minds from day to dey, Eph. 4. 23. To 
51. 51581 G 3 watch, 
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86 of the Annen of Vr ebliun 


watth, e gait u lite mn, 46 bs 
frag; 1 Cor! 16; 057 Tv f , e rhe ele 


 armoay of God, — we maß be able to ſtand 


againſt: the piles of 7he ou" 3 und whew w 
lade one ally, ro Eph. 6 11, 1 To 
+ all diligence tu make ou — Hon 
23:2 Pet. 1. 1% and ff Re? Nay y. 


which is very. irembrkable, theſe: and rhe 
ire Exhortations were addrefſed to Chi. 
= in e Times; which find manifold 
4 an 


es abobe theſe” of our. If I 

3 „That the Spirit of God, the 
Aifying 

forth in more 


Grabe of Gad, us then pour'd 

plentiful Meaſures A Ever 

after; fiot 2 tare, as I think, but 
Regſon too, would be on my Side. The 
E of the Church of Chet re 3 
3 Sanctity being as nece ry a ra- 
cles to convert the Jew and the Gentite 
But beſides this, the then wonderful and 
ſurprizing Light of the Goſpel, the Pre- 
ſende 07 * In the Fleſh, or of thoſe who | | 


had been Eye- wirneſſes of his Glory; 'a 
Croud of wondrous Works and Mira- 
cles, the tion of terrible Things, 
Temporal arkd Eternal Judgments at the 
Door, and an equal Expectation of glori- 
ous ones too. All theſe Thing S wet ing 
in, beyond ExpeQarion, . * wiſh an 
Pagan World, a 0154 before by thick - | 


Darkneſs, and whoſe Abonthations were 


too notorious to be conceal'd, and too de- 
a teſtable 


— of Pull 


not bur produce a very great and Waden 

Now therefore, if in theſe Times, 
2 2 vine by — et fir for 
: an tre man amongſt 
5 theſe were ſuddenly changed, juſtified a 
_ crowned; 2 not. This was 4 
Pomer, a Day of Glory wherein God al- 
ſerted Kindel exalted his Son, and ref- 
cued the World = 4 ſtretched out hand.” I 
ſhould not te from hence be in- 
duced to expect any ching like at this Day. 
But yet if hotwithſtanding all this, Chri- 
ſtians in thoſe happy Times, amidſt fo ma- 
ny Advantages, ſtood in need of fuch Ex- 
hortations, what do not we in theſe Times? 
If fomuch Watchfulneſs, Prayer, Patience, 
Fear, Abſtinence, and earneſt Contention 
became them, when God as it were bowed 
the heavens, and came down and dwelt amomgſt 
en; What becomes us in theſe Nays, in 
the Dregs of Time, when God ftands as 
it Were aloof off, to ſee What Will be our 
latter End, retired behind a Cloud, which 
our Herofies and Infidelities, Schiſms and 
_ . Diviſions; Sins and Provocations have rai- 


ſed? To conclude, He that will be Perfect 


- muſt not fit like the lame Man'by Beth 

ads Pool, expecting tilt ſome Angel 

to cure him; but, like our Lord, he muſt 

climb the Mount, and pray, and then de 
oy be transformed; he may be raiſed as 
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88 Of ibe Attainment of Ferfoblion- 
much above the Corruption of his 
Nature by Perfactiam, as our Saviour was 
M Body, by his glorious Traniſganatiam. Theſe 
KB Io Obſervations are of manifbld.Uſe.. Far 
13 mam expect Pleaſure when they ha ve no 
Night to it; they would reap, before Ver- 
tus be grown up and ripen d; and being 
more intent upon the Fruit of Duty, than 
the Diſcharge. of it, they are frequently 
diſappointed and diſcouraged. Others there 
are, who miſtaking ſome Fits and; Flaſhes 
of ann for the habitual Peace and 
Pleaſure of Perfection, do entertain too 
early Confidences, and iuſtead of perfecting 
holineſs iu the fear of God, they decline, or 
it may be, fall away through Negligence 
3nd c leg i g. ae e the Dy 
ties of Religion grow taſteleſs and inſip 
to them for 3 2 nech : 
they ignorantly or preſumptyguſly expect 
. Thould conſtantly attend em: And ſo they 
are diſheartened or diſguſted, and give 
back; which they would neyer do, if they 
did rightly underſtand, that Perfection is a 
Work of 'Lime; that a ſettled Tranquillity, 
an habitual Joy of Spirit, is the Fruit only 
of Perfection; and that thoſe ſhort Gleams 
of Joy, Which break in upon new Con- 
verts, and ſometimes on other imperfect 
"Thriftians, do depend upon extraordinary 
Circumſtances, or are peculiar Favours of 
„ : 1 g Heaven, 


« 8 


* 
r 


a Is RAA 
* « * 
* FEE * 
* 


ö 


entertained very odd Fancies about the At- 
tuiument of Perfection; they talk and act as 
if Perfection were the Product, not of Time 
and Experience, but an Inſtant; as if it 
were to be infuſed in a Moment, not ac- 
quired; as if it were a meer Arbitrary Fa- 
vour, not the Fruit of Meditation and 
Diſcipline. Tis true, it cannot be doubted 


bya Chriſtian, but that Perfection derives 


it ſelf from Heaven; and that the Seed of 
it is the Grace of God: et it is true too, 
and can as little be doubted by any one 
who conſults the Goſpel, and the Experi- 
ence of the beſt Men, that we muſt watch, 
and pray, and contend, labour, and perſe- 
vere, and that loog too, ere we can attain 
it. And whoever fancies himſelf rapt 
up into the third Heaven'on a ſudden, will 


find himſelf as ſuddenly let down to the 


Earth again; if he do not uſe his utmoſt 
Diligence to fortify his Reſolutions, to che- 


'riſh the New-born Flame, and to guard and 


improve his Vertues. 
3ah, It may be Obje#ed againſt the Ac- 
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Heaven. + Laſtly, there are mam, who have 


count I have given of the Gromth of Ver- 
tue, that when I come to the Maturity of 
it, my Colours are tos bright, my Strokes 
too bold, and the Form I have given it 
too Divine. For you deſcribe it, will one 
ſay, as if Man, now grown Perfect, had 


nothing to do, but to enjoy God, and him- 


ſelf; 


1 
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go Of the Aitaiumem ef Perfection. 
ſelf; as if he were already entered intn raſt, 
and did actually fit down; with Chriſt in haa- 
venly places; às if, in a word, Vertus were 
no longer his Task, but Pleaſure; as if he 
had nothing to do but to rejoice conti- 
nually, nothing further to preſs after, no- 
thing to combat, nothing to contend with: 
Whereas the Fathers generally, and all Ju- 
dicious Modern Writers ſeem to place Per- 
feſtion in nothing higher, than in a perpe- 
tual Progreſs towards it; they look upon 
Lite as à perpetual Warfare, and utterly 
deny any ſuch Height or Eminence as is 
rais d above Clouds and Storms, above 
Troubles and Temptations. But to this I 
have ſeveral [Thiuigs:to ſay, which will clear 
my Senſe about this Matter, and diſpel all 
Objectioms. (Firft; I have deſcribed the laft 
Stage of the Chriſtian's Spiritual Progreſs, 
which I call a State of Zeal, and in which 
I ſuppoſe the Chriſtian to commence Per- 
fect; this, I ſay, I have deſcribed in the 
fame manner, and, as near as I could, in 


the ſame Words which the Scripture does. 


Secondly, I do not pretend any where 
to aſſert, That there is any State in this 
Life raiſed above Trials and Temptations. 
Alas! the moſt Perfe# Man will find it 
Work enough to make good the Ground 
he has gain d, and maintain the Conqueſt 
he has won; much Watchfulneſs and La- 
bur, much Humility and Fear, and 1 

| | Other 


8 


of | the Attzinment of ö Ferfection. 91 
bther Vertues are neceſſary to Perſeverance 


in à State of Perfection. Thirdly, As the 
World now goes, and indeed ever did, 
Perfection is a State we arrive at very late; 

and all the Way to it full of Labour and 
Travel; full of Dangers and Difficulties; 
ſo that upon this Account, the Lite of Man 
may well enougli be ſaid to be a perpetual 
Warfare. But, Fuurthiy, I do by no means 
affirm, That the Perfect Man is incapable 
of Growth and Improvement. Of this 1 
ſhall have Occaſion to unfold my Senſe 

more fully afrerwards. In the mean time 
I cannot forbear obſerving here, that there 
is a great Difference between the Growth 
of an Imperfett and a Perfect Chriſtian ; for 
ſuppoling Grace to be always increaſing, 


and the very Maturity of Vertue to admit 


of Degrees; yet the Marks and DiſtinCtions 
of ſuch different Degrees are ſo nice and de- 
licate, that the Advances of the Perfect Man 
are ſcarcely perceptible to himſelf, with- 
out the cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Enquiry, much 
leſs can they fall under the Obſervation of 
others. The \firft Change of a Sinner from 
Darkneſs to Light, from Vice to Vertue, 
from an Averfion for God and Goodneſs, 
to a Sizcere, though not a Perfect Love 
of both, is very palpable : So gin, The 
Change from a State of Weakneſs and In- 
conftancy, to one of Strength ; of Conflict 
and Difficulty, to one of Eaſe and * 
. R | O 
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of Fear and Doubt; to one of Confidence 
and Pleaſure, is little leſs evident than ſen- 
fible. But the ſeveral Degrees of Growth 
afterwards, ' the Improvements, whatever 
they be, of a mature State, are of another 
Nature, not conſiſting in a Change, but Ad- 
dition ; and that made inſenſiblj. Here 
therefore, the Perfe# Man, in order to 
maintain the Peace and Pleaſure of his 
Mind, need not enter into a Nice and Scru- 
pulous Examination of the Degrees and 
Meaſures of his Vertues; tis ſufficient that 
he make good his Poſt; tis enough if he 
follow the Advice of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1 5. 
58. H he be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, and al: 
ways abounding in the Work of the Lord. 
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Of the Means of Perfection. Five general 
_ Obſervations, ſerving for Directions in the 
Dſe of | Goſpel-Means, and Inſtrumental- 
1. Daties. 1. The Practice of Wiſdom and 
Vertue, #s the beſt way to improve and 
" frengthen both. 2. The. Two general and 
iuimmidiate Inſtruments, as of Converſion, 
_ | ſo of Perfection too, are the Goſpel and 
_ the Spirit. 3. The natural and immediate 
Fruit of Meditation, Prayer, Euchariſt, 
Pſalmody, and good Converſation ar 
| | | Friead- 
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Friendſhip, i, the quickening and enliven- 
ing the Conſcience, the fortifying and con- 

fir ming our Reſolutions, and the raiſing 
and keeping. 75 an Heavenly Frame of 
"Spirit. 4. The immediate Ends of Diſci- 
| line, are the ſubduing the Pride of the 
's 29 and the reducing the Appetites of 
the Body. 5. Some Kjnds of Life are bet- 
ter ſuited to the great Ends of Religion and 

Vertue, than others. © pes.» 


bf 


Hould I inſiſt particularly on every one 
of the Means or Inſtruments of Perfeti- 
on, it would lead me through the Whole 
Syſtem of Religion; it would oblige me 
to treat of all the Articles of our Faith, 
and all the Parts of Moral Righteouſneſs. 
For the Vertues of the Goſpel do all afford 
mutual Support and Nouriſhment to one 
another; and mutually miniſter to their 
own Growth and Strength. And Prayer 
and the Lord's Supper, not to mention 
Meditation,  Pſalmody, Converſation, Diſci. 
pline, are founded upon the Belief of all 
the Myſteries of our Religion; and conſiſt 
in the Exerciſe of almoſt all Chriſtian 
Graces, as Repentance, Faith, Hope, Cha- 
rity; But A be an endleſs Task. 
I purpole therefore here only to lay down 
ſome few General Obſervations, which may 
ſerve for Direct ions in the Uſe of Goſpel- 
Means, point out the End we are to aim at, 
ones an 
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and enable us to reap the utmoſt Bexefit from 


. 1. The Practice of Wiſdom and Ver- 
Eh tue, is the beſt way to improye and 
40 ſtrengthen hoth. This is a Propoſition al- 
78 molt Self evident: For belides chat, it is 
acknowledged on all Hands, that the fre- 
quent Repetition of ſingle As of Ver- 
tue, is the natural Way to arrive at an 
Habit of it; the Practice of Vertue gives a 
Man great Boldneſs towards God, mingles 
Joy and Pleaſure in all his Addreſſes to 
vim, purifies and enlightens. che Mind, 
and entitles him to more plentiful Meaſures 
of Grace, and higher Degrees of Favour, 
If ye continue in ”y word, then are ge w 
iſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the Mes 4 
and the truth ſhall make gau free, Joh. 8. 
1, 32. To him that hath, (hall he given, aud 
Fa ſhall haue more abundance, Matth. 13. 12, 
If this be ſo, as undoubtedly it is, Mob 
plain, That we ought not to be 1 
of ſuch a Solitude or Retirement, as 
cuts off the Opportunity of many Ver- 
tues, which may be daily practiſed in a 
more publick and active Life. The true 
Anchorite, or Hermite, was at firſt little het- 
. ter than a Pious Extravagant: I will not 
| ſay how much worſe he is now. Medita- 
tion and Prayer are excellent Duties; but 
Meekneſs and Charity, Mercy and Zeal,are 
N | Not 
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not one jot inferior to them. The World 
' ban excellent School to a good Chriſtian ; 
the Follies and the Miſeries, the Tryals and 
Temptations of it, do not only exerciſe 
and employ our Vertue. but cultivate 
and improve it: They afford us both I- 
ſtruction agd Diſcipline, and naturally ad- 
vance us on towards ſolid Wiſdom, and 
a well · ſettled Power over our ſelves. Tis 
our on Fault if every Accident that befals 
us, and every one whom we converſe with, 
do not teach us ſome what; occaſion ſome 
wile Reflection, or inkindle ſome, Pious 4f- 
fection in us. We do not reflect on our 
Words and Actions, we do not obſerve the 
Motions of our own Hearts as diligently 
as we ought; we make little or no Ap- 
plication of what we ſee or hear, nor learn 
any thing from the Wiſdomand the Vertue, 
the Folly and the Madneſs of Man, and 
the Conſequences of both: And ſo we nei- 
ther — prove our Nuamledge, nor our Ver- 
tue, but are the ſame to Day we were Jeſter- 
day, and Life waſtes away in common Acci- 
dents, and cuſtomary Actions, with as lit- 
tle Alteration in us, as in our Affairs: 
Whereas, were we mindful, as we ought, 
of our true Intereſt, and deſirous to reap 
ſome ſpiritual Benefit from every thing, the 
Vertues of Good Men would inkindle our 
Emulation, and the Folly: and Madneſs of 
Sinners would confirm our Abhorrence for | 
Ns Sin; 
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Sin; from one we ſhould learn Content; 


from another Induſtry; here we ſhould ſe: 


a Charm in Meekneſs and Charity, there 
in Humility; in this Man we ſhould fee 
Reaſon to admire Diſcretion, and Com- 


mand of himſelf; in that Courage and 


Conſtancy, Aſſiduity, and Perſeverance: 


Nor would it be leſs uſeful to us, to ob- 


ſerve, how Vanity expoſes one, and Pee- 
viſhneſs torments another; how Pride and 
Ambition embroil a third, and how hate- 
ful and contemptible Avarice renders a 


fourth; and to trace all that Variety of 
Ruin, which Luſt and Prodigality, Diſor- 
der and Sloth, leave behind them. 


And as this kind of Obſervations will fill 
us with ſolid and uſeful Knowledge, ſo will 
a diligent Attenrion to the Rules of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Diſcretion in all the common 
and daily Actions of Life, enrich us with 
true Vertue. Religion is not to be confhin'd 
to the Church, and to the Cloſer, nor to be 
exerciſed only in Prayers and Sacraments, 
Meditations and Alms ; but every where, 


Ve are in the Preſence of God, and every 


Word, every Action, is capable of Mora- 
lity. Our Defects and Infirmities betray 


themſelves in the daily Accidents and the 


common Converſation of Life; and here 


they draw after them very important Con- 


ſequences; and therefore here they are to 


ay 
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as well as in olir more ſolemn Actions. Tis 


to the Vertues or the Errors of our common 


Converſation and ordinary Deportment, that 


we owe botli our Friends and Enemies, 


our good or bad Character abroad; our 


Domeſtick Peace or Troubles; and in a 
high Degree, the Improvement or Depra- 
vation of our Minds. Let no Man then, 
that will be Perfect or 8, abandon 
himſelf to his — ot Inclinations in 
his Carriage towards his Acqua intance, his 
Children, his Servants: Let no Man, thar 


will be Pofalt or Happy, follow Prejadice 


or Faſhion in the common and cuſtomary 


Actions of Life: But let him aſſure him- 
ſelf, that by a daily Endeavour to conform 


| theſe more and more to the excellent Rules 


of the Goſpel, he is to train up himſelf by 
Degrees to the moſt abſolute Wiſdom, and 
the moſt Perfect Vertue, he is capable of. 
And to this end he muſt firſt know himſelf, 
and thoſe he has to do with; he muſt diſ- 
cern the ꝓroper Sea ſon and the juſt Occa- 
ſion of every Vertue ; and then he muſt 
apply himſelf to the acquiring the Perfect ĩ- 
on of it by the daily Exerciſe of it, even in 
thoſe Things which, for want of due Re- 
flection, do not commonly ſeem of any great 
Importance. To one that is thus diſpos d, 
the Dulneſs or the Careleſsneſs of a Servant, 


the Stubbornneſs of a Child, the Sourneſs 


of a Parent, the Inconſtancy of Friends, the 
TT” Cold- 
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Coldneſs of Relations, the Neglect or In- 5 


Chriſtian: And therefore I will not go 
about to prove it: Nor will I at preſent diſ- 
courſe of the Energy and Operation of the 
one, and the other; or examine what each 
is in its ſelf, or Wherein the one differs from 
the other. Tis abundantly enough, if we 
be aſſured that the Goſpel and the Spirit are 
proper and ſufficient Means to attain the 
grear Ends I have mentioned, namely, our 
onverſion and Perfection. And that they 
are ſo, is very plain from thoſe Texts: which 
do expreſly aſſert, That the Goſpel con- 
tains all thoſe Truths that are neceſſary ta 
the clear Expoſition of our Duty, or to 
the moving and obliging us to the Practice 
of it. And that the Spirit implies a Sup- 
ply of all that ſupernatural Strength, be it 
what it will, that is neceſſary to enable us, 
not only to will, but to do that which the 
Gofpel convinces us to be our Duty. Such 
ley” 3 14 are, 
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All Scripture is 7 4 by inſpiration of God, 
0 


or 


inſirmities, that the power. of Chriſt may reſt 
po 1 Pet m ©: ys 1 by the 
power of God. through faith unto ſalvation, 
ready ta be „ in the laſt time. is 
needleſs to multiply Texts on this Occaſion, 
_ otherwiſe it were very eaſy to ſhew, 
That all things neceſſary to Life and God 
lineſs, are contain'd in the Word and Spi- 
it; that whatever is neceſſarily to be 
wrought in us to prepare us for, or (entitle 
us to Eternal Salvation, is aſcribed to the 
Goſpel and the Spirit. This Truth then 
being unqueſtionable, That the Goſpel and 
the Spirit are the two great Inſtruments of 
Perfection; we may from hence infer two 
Rules, which are of the moſt univerſal 
Uſe, and of the moſt powerful Efficacy in 
the Purſuit of Perfection. 1. We cannot 
have too great a Value, too great a Paſſion 
for the Book of God; nor fix our Thoughts 
and Hearts too earneſtly upon the Truths of 
H 2 it. 
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it. We muſt imitate the Theſſalonians, in 
Behalf of whom St. Paal thanks God, be- 
cauſe when they received the word of God 
which” they heard of him, they reteived it not 
as the word of men; but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, x Theſſ. 2. 13. that is, we 
muſt entertain the Goſpel, - as that which 
has Infallible Truth in all its Doctrines, 
uncontroulable Authority in all its Pre- 
cepts, a Divine Certainty in all its Pro- 
miſes and Threats, and a Divine Wiſdom 
in all its Counſels and Directions: And he 
that thus believes will certainly find the 
Goſpel to work effectually in him, as it did 
in the Theſſalonians. What Light and Beau- 
ty will he diſcern in all its Deſcriptions of 
our Duty! What Force in all its Perſua- 
' ſions! What Majeſty, what Dignity, what 
Life, what Power, what Conſolation, what 
Support! In one Word, What Heavenly 
Vertue will he diſcern 'in each Part of it, 
and what vaſt and unfathomable Wiſdom 
in the whole Compoſure and Contrivance 
of it! How will he then admire it, how 
will he love it, how will he ſtudy it, how 
will he delight in it! How will he be tranſ- 
ported by the Promiſes, and awed by the 
"Threats of it! How will he be pierced and 
ſtruck through by thoſe Exaggerations of 
Sin, and captiv'd and enamour'd by thoſe 
lively and divine Deſcriptions of Vertue 
he meets in it! How will he adore the 
2 Fas | Good. 
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Goodneſs of Gad, conſpicuous in our Re.- 
demption! How will he be inflamed with 
the Love of Jeſus, and be amazed at his 
Condeſcenſion and Humility ! This and 
much more is the natural Effect of our res; 
ceiving the Goſpel as we ought, and pon 
dering the Truths of it with devout ant 
inceſſant Meditation. This the Royal Pſal-. 
miſt was abundantly ſenſible of, Thy word. 
have I hid in my heart, that I might not (in 
- againſt thee, Plal. 119. 11. Thou through thy 
commandments haſt made me wiſer than mine 
enemies: 75 they are ever with me. I have 
more underſtanding than all my teachers: for. 
thy teſtimonies, are my meditation, Ver. 98. 
To which I might add many other Verſes 
out, of that Pſalm, containing the various 
and mighty Effects of the Word of God. 
Nor will any one think that I attribute 
too much to the Study of this Word of Life, 
who ſhall conſider that it is one of the great 
Works of the Holy Spirit, to incline our 
hearts to the teſtimonies of God, to write his; 
laws in our hearts, to diſpoſe us to attend to 
revealed Truths; and, in one Word, to fix 
our Minds and Thoughts upon them. 
2. Since the Spirit, together with the Go- 
ſpel, is a joint Principle of Regeneration 
and Perfection, tis manifeſt, that we ought 
to live in a continual Dependance upon 
God. He muſt be our Hope and Confi- 
dence in the Day of Tryal : He muſt be our 
WF . H 3 Praiſe 
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' Praiſe and Boaſt in the Day of Victory, and 


in the Day of Peace: When we lr down, 
and when we riſe up, we muſt fay with the 


_ Pjalmiſt, "Tis thou, Lord, that  makeit me 


Mr nent 


dwell in ſafety, Pfal. 4. 8. We muſt look 
upon our ſelves as ſurrounded by Enemies, 


and beſieged by Spiritual Dangers, as Da- 


vid was by Temporal : And as he in the one, 


er e e 
and Salvation from Him. Through God we 


ſhall do waliantly, for he it is that ſhall tread 
down our enemies, Pſal. 60. 1 2. Many nations 
compaſs me round about; but in the med the 

Lord I will deſtroy them. And when we have 


\ conquer'd Temptations, and ' routed the 


Powers of Darkneſs, we muſt aſcribe all, 
not to our own Strength, nor to our own 
Watchfulneſs, but to the Grace and the 


Power of God. If the Lord himſelf had not 
bien on our ſide, now may Iſrael ſay; if the Lord 
Humſelf had not been on our ſide, when the Le- 


gions of Hell combined with the World and 


Fleſh againſt us, they had ſwallowed us up alive, 


Pfal. 124. 1, 2, 3. Now, mam will be the 
happy Effects of this Dependance upon God; 
we ſhall be paſſionately deſirous of his Pre- 
ſence, of his Grace and Favour; we ſhall 
dreſs and prepare our Souls, we ſhall awa- 
ken and diſpoſe all our Faculties to receive 
him ; we ſhall ever do the things that ma 
invite and prevail with him to abide with 
us; we ſhall be apprehenſive of his forſak- 
= | ing 
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ing us, as the greateſt Evil that can befal 

us. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye 
lift up, ye everlaſting doors: and the Nin 
of glory ſhall tome in: Awake, O my Soul. 
raiſe thy ſelf above this World and Fleſh, 
that thou mayeſt be fit for the Ning 752 
to dwell in thee: Who is the Ring of glory? 
The Lord ſtrong and mighty, the Lord 15 
in battel; that Holy Spirit that ſubdues our 
Enemies, that ſtrengthens us with Might, 
and fills us with Courage and holy Ala- 
crity, Pſal. 24. 7, 8. Nor does the P/al= 
miſt prepare his Soul for God by Medita- 
tion only, and Spiritual Recollection and 
Soliloquies; but by a careful and circum- 
ſpect Regulation of all his Actions, P/al. 
101. 2, 3. I will behave my ſelf wiſely in 4 
perfect way: O when wilt thou come unto me? 
J will walk within my houſe with a perfect heart. 
J will ſet no wicked thing before mine ches: 
T hate the work of them that turn aſide, it 
ſhall not cleave to me. And how earneft 
does he pray againſt God's forſaking him ? 
Pſal. 51. 11. Caſt me not away from thy pre- 
fence, and take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
The Reſult of all this, muſt needs be Sted- 
faſtneſs and Growth in Holineſs and Good- 
neſs. For, Firſt, This is the natural In- 
fluence of ſuch a Dependance upon God; 
it places us as always before Him, and 
makes us walk humbly and circumſpectly, 
as becomes thoſe that are awed by the 
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Preſence of ſo Holy a Majeſty: J have ſet 
the Lord always before me; becauſe he is at 
my rigli hand, I ſhall not be moved, Pal. 
16. 1. Secondly, We cannot doubt but that 
God will plentifully beſtow his Grace on 
thoſe, who thus rely upon him. For where 
can He beſtow it with more Advantage to 
his Glory, or to the Propagation of Holi. 
geſs; both which are ſo dear to him? 
Who is a Subject more capable of it, or 
who can be better entitled to it, than 


he who thus depends upon God? As he 


* 


begs it Humbly,and receives it thankfully; ſo 
he will Husband it carefully, and employ 


it Sealouſ v. 


90. 3. In Prayer, Meditation, and other In- 


ſtrumental Duties of Religion, we are to 


aim at one or all of theſe three Things. 
1. The Quickening and Enlivening the 
Conſcience. 2. The confirming and ſtreng- 
thening our Reſolutions of Obedience. 3. The 


Ka iſing and Keeping up Holy and Devout 


Affections. Great is the Benefit of each of 
theſe. Tenderneſs of Conſcience will keep 
us not only from. Evil, but every Appear- 
ance of it; Increaſe of Spiritual Strength, 
Will render us ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
all the Works of God; and Holy Paſſion 
will make us abound in them. To ſpiri- 
tual Paſſion we owe the Zeal and Pleaſure ; 
to ſpiricual S/rength or Liberty, the Con- 
„ | + 3% RT ſtancy 
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ſtancy and Uniformity of an Holy Life; : 4 
and both Strength and Paſſion are gene- 4 
rally owing to a Tender and Enlightened 
Conſcience. For while the Conſcience pre- 
ſerves a quick and nice Senſe of good and 
evil, all the great Truths of the Goſpel 
will have their proper Force, and natural 
Efficacy upon us. Theſe then are the Ge- 
nuine Fruits of Meditation, the Euchariſt, 
P/almody, and ſuch like. If they do not 
add Life and Light to the Conſcience ; if _ 
do not augment our Strength, nor exalt 
our. Paſſions; if they do not encreaſe our 
Deteſtation of Sin, and our Love to God 
.and Goodneſs ; if they do not quicken and 
excite devout Purpoſes; if they do not 
engage and refreſh the Soul by Holy Joy 
and Heavenly Pleaſure; if, I ſay, they do 
not in ſome Degree or other promote theſe 
Things, we reap zo Benefit at all from 
them, or we can never be certain that we 
do. But though the Ends I have men- 
tion'd, be of this great Uſe to af, and con- 
ſequently all are obliged to aim at them, 

yet may the different Defects and Inperfe- 
ctions of different Chriſtians, render one of 
theſe Ends more neceflary than another; 
and by Conſequence, it will be Wiſdom 
more immediately and directly to intend 
and purſue that. For Example; If a Man's 
Temper be ſuch, that his Paſſions do ſoon 
kipdle, and ſoon die again; that he is apt 
ev ES: ro 
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to form wiſe and 1 Projects, and as 
2 to accompliſh any thing; in his 
Caſe, it will be his Duty to aim eſpecially 
at the Increaſe of Strength. But if on oo 
ather Hand, a Man's Temper be cold and 

hlegmatick, ſlow and heavy; it it but 
br that he ſhould particularly apply him- 
ſelf to the awakening and exciting Devoat 
Aﬀections in his Soul. For as excellent 


Purpoſes do often miſcarry for want of 


Conſtancy and Firmneſs of Mind; So 
Steadineſs and Firmneſs of Mind doth ſel- 
dom effect any great matter, when it wants 
Life and Paſſion to put it into Motion. 


Aeuin, if one's paſt Liſe has been very Sin- 


ful, or the preſent be not very fraitful, it 
will behove ſuch a one to encreaſe the Jen- 
derneſs of Conſcience, to add more Light and 
Life to its Convictions; that by a daily Re- 
petition of Contrition and Compunction, 
he may waſh off the Stain, or by the Fruit- 
fulneſs of his following Life, repair the Bar- 
renneſs of that paſt. Having thus in few 
Words, both made out the Uſefulneſs of 
thoſe three Ends I propoſed to a Chriſtian 
in the Performance of Inſtrumental Duties 


. of Religion, and ſhewed in what Caſes he 


may be obliged to aim more immediately 
at one than another; I will nom enquire, and 
that as briefly as I can, how theſe three Ends 
may be ſecured and promoted. | e 
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1, Of F of C anions, or the full 
and lively Convictions of it. 

© To promote this, the fit Thing neceſ- 
ſary is Meditation. No Man, who dili- 
gently ſearches and ſtudies the Book of God, 
can be a Stranger to himſelf, or to his Daty. 
Not to his Duty; for this Book reveals the 
whole Will of God in clear and full Terms; 
it gives us - fuch infallible Characters of 
Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, as ren- 
der our Ignorance or Error inexcuſable : It 
points out the great Ends of Life ſo pla in- 
ly, and condudtts us to them by ſuch gene- 
rat and unerring Rules, that there is no 
Variety of Circumſtances can ſo perplex 
and ravel our Duty, but that an honeſt 
Man by the Help of this may eaſily diſco- 
ver it. For this Reaſon *tis, that the 
Word of God is called Light, becauſe it 
does diſtinguiſh between Good 'and Evil, 
Right and Wrong ; and like a Lamp 
does manifeſt the. Path which we are to 
chuſe, and diſperſes that Miſt and Darkneſs, 
with which the Luſt of Man, and the 
Subtilty of Hell has covered it. And for 
this Reaſon tis, that the Good have ſuch a 
Value, and the Wicked ſuch an Averſion 
for the Book of God. For every one that 
doth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, leſt his deeds [ould be reproved. But 
he that doth truth, cometh to the light, that 
his deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 


wrought 
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wrought in God, John 3. 20, 21. Nor can 
he that ſtudies the Word of God, be a Stran- 
ger to Himſelf any more than to his Duty. 
For this Light ranſacks all the Receſſes of 
the Soul; it traces all its Affections back 
to their firſt Springs and Sources; it lays 
open all its Deſires and Projects, and ſtrips. 
its moſt ſecret Purpoſes of all their Diſguiſe: 
For the word of God is, quick and pomerful, 
aud ſharper than any two-edged ſword ; 17 
ding even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and 
ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow ; and 
& 4 dliſcerner of the thaughts and intents of 
_ the heart, Heb. 4. 12, In a Word, If we; 
would preſerve the Conmente quick 430 | 
' ſenſible, we mult be daily converſant in 
the Book of God. For this commands with 
that Authority, inſtructs with that Clear- 
neſs, perfuades with that Force, reproves 
with that Purity, Prudence, and Charity, 
that we ſhall not eaſily be able to reſiſt it; 
it deſcribes Righteouſneſs and Sin in ſuch | 
true and lively Colours, proclaims Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in ſuch powerful 
and moving Language, that it rouzes even. 
the Dead in Sin, penetrates and wounds tlie 
r 
To Meditation We muſt add Prayer. For 1 
this is a very proper and eſſential Means to = 
refreſh and renew in the Soul, the Hatred 
of Sin, and Love of Goodneſs; and to im- 2 
prove thoſe Impreſſions which „ | 
8 8 
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has made upon it. We cannot eaſily put 
_ up. Petitions. to God with Confidence, un- 
leſs we do the Things that plesſe him; for 
our Hearts will miſgive us, and our very 
Petitions will reproach us: And the meer 
Theught of entring more immediately in- 


to the Preſence of God, does oblige us to 


a more careful Tryab and Examination of 
our Actions. For God being not only Om- 
niſcient, but Juſt and Holy too, we can no 
more flatter our ſelves with the Hope of 
Pardon 1 hay Sin into which we are be- 
tray d by Fondneſs or Negligence, than we 
can imagine him ignorant of it. But this 


is not all; we are to pray, that God would 


enable us to ſearch out and diſcover our own 
Hearts. P/al. 139. 23, 24. Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: Try me and know my 
thoughts ; and ſee if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlaſting. And if 
we do this ſincerely, God will ads 
grant our Requeſts; and will lay open to us 
all our preſent Defects and Infirmities, and 
ſhew us how far ſhort we come of the glory 

F Ged ; That Perfection of Holineſs and 
Happineſs, which many eminent Saints 
actually arrived at upon Earth. And we 
may be ſure, that Light which breaks in 
upon our Mind with this Brightneſs, will 
not ſuffer any latent Corruptions to continue 
undiſcovered ; nor permit us to forget the 
Stains and Ruins, which the Sins of our 12 


* 


* * ** Le ae _ * 
Ca * * A + 4 , GE, , 
* . 7 - 


110 Of the Attainment of Perfeftion. 


/' Life have left behind them. Converſation is 
another Way, by which we learn to know 
our ſelves, and by which Conference is kept 
' awake, and in its Vigowr. How convictive, 
| how moving is the Diſcourſe of a Devout 
and Pious Friend? When he complains, 
or when he rejoyces; when he relates the 
Hiſtory of his own Experience; when he 
' ters us ſee the Deſigns he has form'd, and 
the excellent Ends his Soul thirſts after; 
bo does our Heart burn within us? What 
Voariety of Afections does it raiſe in us, when 
be makes his Remarks on Human Nature 
and the World; when he bewails the 
Diſhonour of God and the Decay of Reli- 
gion amongſt us; when he relates the Mi- 
ery and Misfortune of Sinners, and ob- 
ſerves the particular Sins and Follies that 
occaſion it? How often does he hereby 
provoke us to wiſe Reflections on our ſelves! 
How many new Beauties does he diſcover 
ro us in Vertue? How many Deformities 
in Sin, which had eſcaped our Obſervati- 
ons? But tis not the Converſation only of 
my Friend; but his Life alſo, from which 
I derive, or may do fo, Inſtruction and Ad- - 
monition. The Perfections of my Friend, 
are the gentleſt and the mildeſt, and yet 
the moſt awakening Reproofs too of my 
_ own Drfects; and by the Freſbneſ and Lu- 
ſtre of his Vertue, 1 diſcern beſt the Weak- 
neſs and the Dimneſs of my on. =— 
SH often 


n 


often have I been moved to turn my 
Thoughts with ſome | Indignation on my 
own Heats and Commotions, while I have 


admired and bleſt the Sweetneſs and the 


Gentleneſs, the Softneſs and the Calm, very 
conſpicuous in ah excellent Friend? And 
when I have heard another Mention his 
Nightly Praiſes, and thoſe Divine Thoughts 
which filled the Intervals of his Sleep, and 
made thoſe Hours that are ſo burthenſome 
to ſome, the moſt entertaining and delight- 
ful Parts of his Reſt, how have I been in- 
wardly filled with Confuſion and Shame? 
How have I upbraided and reproached my 
ſelf,, condemned the Sluggiſhneſs of my 
Days, the Dulneſs and the Wanderings of 
my Soul by Night? And I believe every ſin- 
cere Man muſt find himſelf thus affected on 
the like Occaſions. For in this kind of Re- 
proof, which I talk of, there is ſomething 
more of Force and Authority than is to-be 
found in any other 3 for the Example of 
Friends, does not only teach us what weare 
to do, but demonſtrates alfo that it way be 
done. Nor does Vertue any where appear 
with ſo lovely and charming an Air as in a 
Friend. But after all, amongſt all the Be- 
nefits we gain by excellent Friendſhips, we 
ought not to reckon this as the leaſt, that it 
is one, and that an indiſpenſable Office of 
Friendſhip, to admoniſb and reprovs: For 


the © reproofs of inſtruction are the paths of 


\ life, 
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life, Prov. 6. 23. But then, that we may 
be capable of this Bleſſing, we muſt dif. 
poſe our Minds to expe&#. and bear Re- 
proof: We muſt ſtrive after an humble 
and teachable Temper; and we muſt in- 
vite and encourage our Friends to this 
kindeſt Office; not only by unaffected Re- 
queſts, but alſo by obeying their Advice, 
Pardoning whatever Infirmity may be inter- 

{pers'd with it, and loving them the better, 
as indeed they deſerve: For there is ſcarce 
any better Proof of their Affection, Pru- 
dence and Courage, which they are capable 
of giving us. TEENS Rare! 
. -2aly, A Second End of Inſtrumental Du- 
ties is the Increaſe of Spiritual Strength. 
Now Spiritual Strength conſiſts in the | 
Power and Dominion we have: over our 
Affect ions and Actions: And it ſtands up- 
on two Baſes; the Reduction of Sin, and 
the Growth of Vertue; whatever does weak- 
en and reduce our Propenſions to Sin, 
whatever promotes the Subjection of the 
Body, adds Power and Authority to the 
Mind, and renders Vertue more. eaſy and 
pleaſant. And becauſe Vertues have a mu- 
tual Connexion and Dependance upon one 
another; therefore whatever promotes any 
one, promotes all. But eſpecially, whatever 
ſtrengthens our Hope, or quickens our 
Fear, or enlarges our Knowledge, and en- 
creaſes our Faith; this does confirm —4 
, elta- 
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eſtabliſh our Reſolution more than bas 
thing elſe. Faith is the Root, Fear the Guard, 
and Hope the Spur of all our Vertues. Faith 
convinces us What is our Duty; Fear makes 
us impartial, diligent, and watchful; Hope, 
reſolved and active in the Profecution of 
it. It being thus clear, what our Spiritual 
Strength conliſts in, it will be eaſy to diſ- 
cern by what Means we are to gain it. 
But I can here only ſuggeſt thoſe Hints 
and Intimations which the Reader muſt 
upon Occaſion, as. he needs, enlarge and 
eg” Do ITT HT 

1. Meditation is the firſt Thing neceſſary. - 
We muſt often ſurvey the Grounds and 
Foundations of our Faith; we muſt confi- 
der frequently and ſeriouſly the Scripture 
Topicks of Hope and Fear, ſuch are the 
Death of Jeſas, a Judgment to come, the 
Holineſs and Juſtice,” and the Omnipre- 
ſence of God: We muſt diligently obſerve 
the Wiles and Stratagems of Statan, the 
Arts and Inſinuations of the World and 
Fleſb, and mark the Progreſs of Sin from 
its very Beginning to Maturity ; and all 
this with a particular Regard to the Cor- 
ruption of our own Nature, and the De- 
ceitfulneſs of our own Hearts. We muſt 
often ponder upon the Beauty and Peace 
of "Holineſs, the Love of God and of Jeſus, 
the Vertues, Sufferings, and Crowns of 
Martyrs. And, Finally, If we will encreaſe 
5 n 1 in 
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in Strength, we muſt practiſe this Duty of 
Meditation often, and we muſt not ſuffer 
our ſelves to be withdrawn from it, or be 

. prevail'd with to intermit it on any {light 
and trivial Pretences. And becauſe we 
are not always Maſters of our own Afairs, 
nor conſequently of our Time; therefore 
ought we to have ever ready at hand, a 
good Collection of Texts, which contain, 
in few Words, the Power and Spirit of 
Goſpel Motives, the Perfeitiin and Beauty of 
Duties, and the Subſtance of Advice and 
Counſel: And to fix theſe ſo in our Me- 
mog, that they may ſerve as a SHHield for us 
to oppoſe, as our Savioar, did, againſt the 
Darts of the Devil, and as a Supply of ex- 
cellent and uſeful Thoughts upon a ſudden: 
So that in all the little Interruptions of Bu- 
ſineſs, and the many little Vacancies of 
the Day, the Mind, which is an active 
and buſy Spirit, may never want @ proper 
7 8 to work upon; much leſs loſe it 
felt in wild and lazy Amuſements, or defile 
it ſelf by vain or vicious Thoughts, But 
we muſt not only take care that Medita- 
tion be frequent, but alſo that it be not 
looſe and roving. To which end it will 
be neceſſary to ſtudy our ſelves as well as 
the Scriptures, and to be intimately ac- 
quainted with the Advantages. and Diſ- 
advantages of our Conſtitution, and our 
State; that ſo in our Meditations on the 


Seriptures, 
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Scriptures, we may more particularly have 
an Eye to thoſe Vices m are moſt obnoxi- 
ous to, and thoſe Vertues which are either 
more neceflary, or more feeble and under- 
gramm np 2912 

Next aſter Meditation muſt follow Prayer. 
Great is the Power of Prayer in promo- 
ting Chriſtian Strength and Fortitude; 
whether we conſider its Prevalence upon 
God, or its natural Influence upon our ſelves. 
If we conſider the latter, what Divine 
Force and Energy & there in the Confi- 
dences of Faith, the Joys of Hope, the 
earneſt Longings and Deſires of Love, the 
tender Sorrows of Contrition, the Delight 
of Praiſes and Thankſgivings, the Adora- 
tions and Self-deprefſions of a profound 
Humility, and the Reſolutions and Vows 
of a perfect Abhorrence of, and Holy Zeal 
and Indignation againſt Sin ! How do theſe 
Things mellow and enrich the Sou! ! How 
do they raiſe it higher and higher above the 
Corruption whith is in the world through luſt 3 
How do they renew it daily, and make it 
a Partaker of the Divine Nature The Re- 
petition of the fame Acts naturally begets 
an Habit; an Habit is the Strength and 
Perfection of the Soul; for it is a Diſpoſi- 
tion ripenꝰd and confirm'd by Cuſtom. How 
naturally then muſt Prayer fortify the Mind, 
ripen good Diſpoſitions, or add Strength 
and Perfection ro good Habits | Since it is 

. 12 no- 
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nothing elſe but a repeated Exerciſe of al- 
moſt all the Graces of the Goſpel, Repen- 
tance, Faith, Hope, Charity, and the like: 
And it ought to be obſerved, that Prayer 

es us a frequent Opportunity of exerci- 
Boa thoſe Vertues, which we ſhould not 
otherwiſe be ſo often obliged: to do. If, 
; Secondly, we enquire into the Prevalence of 
Prayer with God, we ſhall have further 
Reaſons yet to reſolve, that it is a moſt 
effectual Means of encreaſing our Spiritual 
Strength. What will God deny to the 
Prayer of a Righteous Man? He may de- 
ny him temporal Things, becauſe they are 
not good for him. He may refuſe to re- 
move a Temptation, becauſe this is often 
an Occaſion of his own Glory, and his Ser- 
vant's Reward; but he will never refuſe 
him Grace to conquer it. He will no more 
deny his Spirit to one that earneſtly and 
ſincerely begs it, than the natural Parent 
will Bread to his hungry and craving Child. 
And no wonder, ſince Grace is as neceſſary 
to the ſpiritual Life as Bread to tlie natu- 
ral; the Goodneſs of God is more tender 
and compaſſionate than any Inſtinct in Hu- 
man Nature; and the Purity and Perfe- 
ction of God more zealouſly follicitous for 
the Holineſs and Immortality of his Chil- 
dren, than Earthly Parents can be for a2 
Aickly periſhing Life of theirs. | Thus then 
tis plain, that Prayer contributes * 
5 2 ully 
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fully to the Strengthening and Ef abliſbing 
the Mind of Mab in Gosdneg Ber des 
we muſt remember, that it muſt have 
theſe two Qualifications; it muſt be frequent 
and inceſfmh importuuate. 1 [t muſt be 
Frequent. I would have this Rule com- 
plied with as far as it may, even in our 
ſtated, regular, and ſolemn Addreſſes to 
God. But becauſe Buſineſs, and ſeveral 
Obligations we lie under to the World, do 
often preſs hard upon us, therefore muſt 1 
give the ſame Counſel here, which I did 
before under the Head of Meditation; that 
is, to have always ready and imprinted in 
our Memory ſeveral Texts of Scripture, con- 
taining the moſt weighty and important 
Truths, in the moſt piercing and moving 
Language; that we may be able to form 
theſe on a ſudden into / Ejaculations, in 
which our Souls may mount up into Hea- 
ven, amidſt the Ardours and Tranſports 
of Deſires and Praiſe, as the Angel did, 
in the Flame of Manoahs Sacrifice. 2. Prayer 
muſt be inceſſantly importunate. Importunate 
ic will be, if the Soul be prepar'd and diſ- 
poſed as it ought; that is, if it be diſin- 
gaged from this World, and poſſeſſed in- 
tirely with the Belief and earneſt ExpeQa- 
tion of a better; if it be humbled in it 
ſelf, diſclaim all Strength and Merit of 
its own, and reſt wholly. on the Goodneſs 
and All- ſufficiency of God. I add I- 
Wig, I 3 ceſſantly, 


118 Of the Artainmem of Perfe & ion. 


| ceſſaintly, in Conformity to the Parables of 
our Lord, Luke 11. 81 and 18. f. and the 
| c ein ls Of the Apoſtie, 1 Theſſ. 5, 17. 
ö And whoever; conſiders Human Nature 
well, and remembers how ſoon pious Mo- 
tions vaniſh, and how little they effect, 
wall diſcern a plain Reaſon, both for Yehe- 
wenceand Perſeverance in Prayer: For Vehe- 
mente, that the Soul may be deeply impreſ- 
ſed hy pious Pa ſſions; for Ferfeverance, 
that ſuch Impreſſions may not be effaced 
and obliterated; Nor let any one fancy, 
That Prayer thus qualified has not a ber- 
ter {Influence upon God as well as upon 
qui fel ves: Tis true, Goa is void of the 
Painfulneſs and DefeRs of Haman Paſſions, 
but; not of the Perfection of Divine ones. 
Woe were to us, if God were an inflexible, 
inexorable 1 incapable of being 
wrought upon by the inceſſant Importu- 
nity of his poor Creatures: Woe were 
to us, if the Softneſs and the Tenderneſs 
of the Divine NMatare, did not infinitely 
exceed the little Reſemblances of it in Man. 
If in a Word, God did not abound in 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and Compaſſion, more 
eably.to be moved and excited than thoſe 
Human Paſſions that hear ſome Analagy to 
them. Next to Converſation with God by 


1H Prayer, the Converſation of good Men does 
[| _ Wondertully contribute to the building us 
[| vp-19 Faith and Vertue. How does the 
{ 18 Senſe 
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Senſe and Experience of ſuch as deſerve 
our Eſteem and Affection, ſettle and eſta- 
bliſh out Judgment when they concur with 
us! How does their Knowledge enlighten 
us, their Reaſon ſtrengthen our Faith, and 
their Example inflame us with Emulation! 
A pious Friend hip renders Religion it ſelf 
more engaging : It ſanCtifies our very Di- 
verſions and Recreations, and makes them 
miniſter to Vertue; it minds us when we 
are forgetful, ſupports and encourages us 
when we faint and tire, reproves and cor- 
rects us when we give back, and recals us 
into the right Path when we go out of it. 
This #s, or this ſhould be, the Buſineſs of 


Converſation, the End and Advantage of 


Frienaſhip : We ſhould be often talking to- 
gether of the Things of God, 'communicat- 
ing and laying open the State of our Souls, 
our Fears, our Hopes, our Improvements 
and Defects; we ſhould watch over one 
another, comfort and ſupport, one another; 
our Diſcourſe ſhould always miniſter new 
Warmth, or new Strength to our Holy 
Faith and Love. But among all the Means 
of Grace, there is no one does ſo much car- 
roborate and nouriſh the Soul of Man as the 
Holy Euchariſt, How many wiſe and im- 

rtial Reflections does the Preparation for 
it occaſion? What unfeigned Humility, 
and what a profound Awe of the Divine 
M.,ajeſty, does a previous Self- Examination 

* 14 beget 
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beget in us? What a tender Senſe of the 
Divine Love does the Contemplation of the 
whole Myſtery inkindle ? What Firmneſs 
and. Reſolution do we derive from freſh 
Vows and repeated Engagements ; and theſe 
offer'd up with ſo much Solemnity? And 
how. much, Finally, is the Habit of Holi- 
neſs improved by that Spiritual Pleaſure, 
which the ſenſible Aſſurances of Grace and 
Salvation work in us, by. that Awe and 
Holy Fear which the whole Act ion leaves 
behind on our Minds, and the Teal, Vigi- 
lance, and Circumſpection it obliges us to 
for the Time following ? Not to mention 


nete, how the Participation of this Holy 
 S4:rament obliges us to a molt ſolemn Exer. 
off of Repentance towards. God, and 


Faith in our Lord Jeſus, of Brotherly Love 
and Charity, and the Hope of, Immortality 
and Glory. Here, in a Word, we prepare 
To meet God, as we would do in Death and 
Wagon. ; here we make an open Profeſ- 
ſion of our Holy Faith, renounce the World 
and Fleſp, all our ſinful or vain Deſires; 


devour our ſelves to the Service of Jeſus; 


and learn to expect Happineſs from nothing 
elſe, but the Merits and the Imitation of 


his Croſs. So profound is the Wiſdom of 
this Inſtitution, that it evidently ſpeaks 


God the Author of it, and proclaims the 
too common Neglect of it in moſt Parts of 


2. A 
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3. A Third End of Inſtrumental Duties of 

Religion, is the Raiſing and Kyeping up Ho- 

ly and Devoat Aﬀeitions. I know not why 
Paſſion is ſo commonly undervalued and 
diſparaged in Religion, unleſs they who 
thus treat it, mean nothing by it, but a 
ſhort- liv'd and ſuperficial Commotion of 

the Mind, which leaves no Print or Reliſh 
behind it, and is preſently ſucceeded by Sin 

and Folly. Holy Paſſion is the Vigour-and 
Strength of the Soul; *tis the State and 
Frame of the Mind when it is thoroughly 
moved and affected. And therefore to 
form to one's ſelf Religion deſtitute of Paſ- 

'\, ſion, is little better than to content one's a 

ſelf with one that is lazy, lukewarm, and | 
lifeleſs. And though there be ſome Tem- 

pers very unapt to be moved, yet *tis hard 

to imagine how even theſe can be wrought 

pp to a Reſolution, or that Reſolution be 
{upported and continued without their be- 

ing affected fo thoroughly, as to feel either 

a real Paſſion, or ſomething very nearly 
approaching one. Tis an excellent Frame 

of Spirit, when the Soul is eaſily elevated 

and tranſported into Holy Paſſion : And T 

find that all thoſe Vertues, or rather Acts of 
Vertue, which are deſcribed to the Life, 
and which are by all judged moſt Perfe& 

and Lovely, have moſt of Paſſion in 
them. How Warm and Paſſionate was the 
Loye of David tor his God ! ans + 

| What 


0 


Zr 
. * 
"gy — am as — rn * 14 c . * * * 
5 


— a « . K a a 8 * 6 ä n 2 
— LO - 
— 1 x . ne Aer > oo ——— a — — — . a 
* — * ED : , 2 9 " 
. . 8 1 
1 


0 — CRUE I UTC IA Pram apa 
* "im at&t. — — — —— C _ Fw Woes > 
EIA 9 * * 9 8 2 + 3 
— * my . 1 a 9 9 N 8 
* 
-. 


—— . 99 
* * a 


Of the Attainment of Perfection. 


what YVehemence of Deſire was he moved by, 


when he cries out, Pſal. 42. 1, 2. As the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo pant- 
4 my. ſc 6/2 705 thee, O God: my ſoul thirſt. 

or G0 or the living God. What 
2 Concuſſions and Ag e of Spirit 
did he feel, when he — deſcribes his 
Rar! My. fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, 
and I am afraid of thy judgments, Pial. 119. 
120. What Afflictions of Soul, what Ten- 
derneſs of Heart do we meet Vith in the 
Repentance of St. Peter, when he went forth 


aud wept. bitterly! Of Mary Magdalen, or 


whoever that Woman in Lake 7. was, when 
ſhe waſhed mew et of our Saviour with her tears, 
and. wiped them with the hairs of her head 
And of the Royal Pſalmiſt, when he watered 
his Couch with 2 tears, Pſal. 6. 6. Nor were 
the Pleaſures of Aſſurance leſs ſenſible and 
vehement than the Sorrows of Repentance, 
when the fir/# Chriſtians rejoiced with joy un- 
Jeckable, and hopes full of glory. Shall 1 
re add that Holy Indignation againſt Sin, 
that vehement Deſire of making ſome Re- 
parat ion for it, which is the Effect of Gad- 
ly Sorrow, that Tal and Fervency of Spirit 
in the Service of God, which is the higheſt 
Character of Perfection it felf? Shall 1 call 
theſe Paſſions? I muſt not; for though 
they have the Heat and Agitation of Paſſion, 
they have in them the Eirmneſs and Steadi- 
nels of an Habit. And 1 wiln with all my 
Heart, 
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Heart, that all thoſe other excellent Affecti. 
ons of Soul, which I before named, could 
be render d Natural and Habitaal. The 
nearer. we come to this, undoubtedly the 
Perfedter. I doubt Mortality is incapable: . 
of any ſuch Height: But the more frequent 
as well as the more vehement and fervent 
ſuch Affectians are, the better certainly; 
for great is the Force and Vertue of Holy 
Paſſton; the Flame of Love reſines our Na- 
ture, and purifies ĩt from all irs Droſs; the 
Tears of a Godly Sorrow extinguiſh all our 
carnal and worldly Luſts; and the Agitati- 
ons of Fear preſerve the Chaſtity and Puri- 

ty of the Soul. Tis plain then, that our 
Religion ought to be animated by Holy 
Paſſions; that the more frequent and natu- 
ral theſe grow, the more Perfect we are; 
that being the moſt excellent Frame of Spi- 
rit, when we are moſt apt to be ſenſibly 
and thoroughly ffected by Divine Truths. 
By what Means we may attain to this, is 
nom briefly to be conſidered. Tis certain, 
That great and important, wonderful and 
glorious Truths, will not fail to affect us, 
and that throughly, unleſs Luſt or Infide- 
lity have render'd us ſtupid and impene- 
trable. And that Goſpel-Truths are ſuch, 
is no doubt at all; let the Conviction be 
full, the Repreſentation lively, and the 
Trath will do its Work. Tis for want of 
ſuch Circumſtances and ſuch ſenſible Noti- 

ons 
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ons of an Object as may ſtrike the Imagi- 
nation; for want of cloſe and particular 
Applications, when Divine Truths do not 
move us. This now does not only call us 
to the frequent Meditation of the moſt 4f- 
fetting Subjects, the Majeſty and Omnipre- 
_ fence of God; the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
Death and Judgment, Heaven and Hell; 
but it ſhews alſo, how to model and form 
dur Medis ations, that they prove not cold 
and ſ{tuggiſh. Let the Object of our 
Thoughts be deſcribed by the moſt ſenſible 
Images or Reſemblances, let it beclad with 
the moſt natural Circumſtances, let it be 
made as particular as it can, by fixing 
its Eye upon us, and pointing its Motion 
towards us; but above all, and in the firſt 
Place, let the Proof of it be clear and 
ſtrong. Prayer is an Exerciſe very apt to 
move the Paſion: The Mind having diſen- 
gaged it ſelf from all Earthly and Bodily 
Affect ions, is prepared for the Impreſſion 
of Truth and the Spirit of God; it draws 
nearer. into the Preſence of God, and the 
Senſe of this ſheds an awful Reverence up- 
on it; it has a clearer, calmer, and more 
ſerious View of Divine Things, than when 
it is obſcured and diſturbed by worldly 
Objects. In a Word, Meditation is in this 
Exerciſe render'd more ſolemn and more par- 
ticular; and when the Holy Fire is kindled 
in the Soul, it dilates and diffuſes it ſelf 
| | more 


— 
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more and more, till the Strength of Deſire, 
the Vehemence of Holy Love tranſcend- 

ing the Weakneſs of this Mortal Nature, 
we faint under the Paſſions that we cannot 
bear. The Lord's Supper is an Holy Rite, 
wonderfully adapted to raiſe excellent Paſ- 
fions: Here' Chriſt is, as it were ſet forth 
crucified among it us; we ſee his Bod) broken, 
and his Blood poured forth; here with a 
_ devout Joy we receive and embrace him 
by Faith and Love in thoſe Symbols of his 
Body and Blood, and Pledges of his Love. 
The Soal mult be very i prepared, it muſt 
have very imperfect Notions of Sin and 
Damnation, the Croſs of Chriſt, Grace 
and Salvation, which is not ſenſible of a 
Croud of holy Paſſions ſpringing up in it at 
this Sacrament. Hymns and Pſalms have, by 
I know not what Natural Magick, a pe- 
culiar Force and Operation upon a pious 
Mind. Divine Poetry has a noble Eleva- 
tion of Thoughts ; it does not deviſe and 
counterfeit Paſſions, but only vents thoſe 
which it feels; and theſe are pure and 
lovely, kindled from above. Therefore 
are all its Characters natural, its Deſcripti- 
on lively, its Language moving and power- 
ful; and all is ſo directly ſuited to a Devout 
Mind, that it preſently enters, moves, and 
actuates it, inſpires and informs it with the 
very Paſſions it deſcribes. And though all 
Good Men are not equally moved in this 
Duty, 
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this diffuſe through all our Souls, through 


Duty, yet all, I believe, ; are more or leſs: 


moved. It was very much the Buſineſs. of 
the Prophets, and. all of | Prophetick Educa- 


tion; our Lord and his Diſcyples pract iſed 
it frequently; it was ever a great part of 
Religious Joy, and one of the greateſt Plea- 
ſures of pious Retirement: And I wiſh 
from my Heart the Eſteem of it were re- 
vived in our Days; I peiſwade my ſelf it 
would add much to the Warmth and Plea- 
ſure of Devotion; it would contribute to 
introduce Religion into our Families; and, 
for ought I know, into our very Recreations 


and Friendſbips. And this minds me, that 


as I have under every foregoing Head: ta- 
ken notice of the Advantages of Conver- 


ſation, ſo 1 ſhould nor forget it here. This 


has a lively Influence upon our Minds, and 
always kindles in the Soul a gentle Hear, 
And did we but accuſtom our ſelves to en- 
tertain one another with Diſcourſe about 
another World; did we mingle the Praiſes 
God with the Feaſts and Joys of Lite ; 

id we retire to our Country- Houſes to con- 
template the Variety and Riches of Divine 
Wiſdom and Bounty in thoſe natural Scenes 
of Pleaſure which the Country affords, | and 
did we now and then invite our Friend, to 
join with us in offering up Halelsjahs to 
God on this Account, with Brightneſs and 
Serenity, what Calm and Pleaſure, would 


all 


nn 
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all our Days! To this that I have ſaid 
touching the exciting Holy: Paſſions, I will 
only add one Obſervation, formed upon 
thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, James 5. 13. 
Is am among you afflicted ? let him pray. 
any merry ? let him ſing Pſalms. That Re- 
ligion muſt be accommodated to Mature, 
and that devout Paſſions will ſoon ſhoot up, 
when they are engrafted upon a Natural 
Stock. With which I will join this other, 
That ſince we are moſt affected by ſuch 
Truths as are moſt particular, circumſtan- 
tiated, and ſenſible, and therefore imprint 
themſelves more eaſily and deeply on our 
Imagination; for this Reaſon I ſhould re- 
commend the Reading the Lives of Saints 
and excellent Perſons, were they not gene- 
rally writ ſo, that we have Reaſon to deſire 
ſomewhat more of the 8 of Piety in 
the Learned, and more of Judgment in the 
Pious, who have employ'd their Pens on 
this Argument. 


$. 4. The immediate Ends of Diſcipline 
are, the ſubduing the Pride of the Heart, 
and the reducing the Appetites of the Bod). 
By Diſcipline, I here underſtand whatever 
voluntary Rigours we impoſe upon our 
ſelves, or whatever voluntary Reſtraints we 

lay upon our allowed Erjoyments, And 
when I ſay that the Humiliation: of the 
Heart, and Sabjection of the Body are the 
imme- 
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immediate Ends of both, I do not exclude 
any other which may be involved in theſe, 
or reſult from them. Now, of what In- 
portance theſe two Things are, I need not 
ſhew. For ſince all Sin is diſtinguiſhed in 
Scripture into the Filthineſs of the Spirit 
and the Heſb, it is plain, that the Pride of 
the Heart, and the Left of the Body, are the 
two great Cauſes of all Immorality and Un- 
cleanneſs. And therefore theſe are the two 
great Ends which the Wiſe and Good have 
ever had in their Fe in all their Acts of 
Self-denial and Mortification. This is ſuffi- 
ently atteſted by the Example of David, 
Pſal. 131. Lord, I am not high-minded, I 
have no proud looks. I do not exerciſe my 
ſelf in great matters, which are too high 765 

me: But I refrain my Soul, and keep it tow, 
like as a child that is weaned from his mother; 
yea, my Soul is even as a weaned'child. And 
from that other of St. Paul, 1 Cor. . 2 5: 
26, 27. And every one that ſtriveth for t 
maſtery, is temperate in all things : Now, they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an 
incorruptible. 1 r fo run, not as un- 
certainly; ſo fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air : But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into ſubjection; leſt that by any means 
when I have preached to others, I my ſelf 
ſhould be a caſt-away. Whoever thus mor- 
tifies the Pride of the Heart, whoever thus 
brings under the Body, will ſoon find 1 7 
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ſelf truly ſet free, and Maſter of himſelf and 


Fortune: He will be able to run the way of 
God's Commanaments, and ro advance on 
ſwiftly towards Perfection, and the Pleaſure 


and Happineſs that attends it. 

And to attain theſe bleſſed Ends, I do 
not think that we need enſnare our Souls in 
the perpetual Bonds of Monaſtick Vows; IL 
do not think that we are to expoſe our ſelves 
by any Ridiculous or Fantaftick Obſervances: 
There is, I ſay, no nerd of this; for we 
may, as oft as we ſhall fee fit, retrench 
our Pleaſures, abate of the' Shew and Fi- 
gure of Life; we may renounce our own 


well pretend either to Authority or Diſcre- 
tion: And if theſe Things cannot be done in 
ſome Circumſtances, without becoming 
Fools for | Chriſt; that is, without that 
Tameneſs, that Condeſcenſion, that Dimi- 
nution of our ſerves which will never com- 
port with the Humours and the Faſhions of 
the World; here is till the more Room for 
Mortification, and for a nearer and more emi- 
nent Imitation of the Bleſſed: Jeſus: Pro- 
vided {till we decline all Affectation of Sin- 
gularity ; and when we practiſe any extra- 
ordinary Inftance of Self-denial, we be ever 
able to juſtify it to Religious and-Judicious 


Perſons, by the Propoſal of ſome excellent 


End. Faſting indeed is plainly deſcribed. 
in Scripture; and _— the Obligation to 
| 2 | . It, 


ills to comply with theirs who cannot ſo 
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it, with reſpect to its Frequency and Mea- 
ſure, be not the ſame on l, yet a ſhould 
ſome time or other pract iſe it, as ſar as the 
Rules of Chriſtian... Prudence! will permit. 
And I have oſten thought, that Faſting, 
ſhould generally cogſiſt, rather in Abſti- 
ng. Meats,, than from all; 


Of 


not the Food whuctrzoarihes our, Strength, 


but that Which grazifes the;Balate,! miniſ- 
tring moſt directly to Wantonneſs and 
ee gf 1. 010 
For the better regulating of Voluntary 
Diſcipliae, I propoſe by way of Advice 

Three Things. 1. I do not think it beſt 
to bring our ſelves under any perpetual and 
unalterable Ties in any Inſtange: of Self- 
denial: There is a Vertue in evjgyng the 
World, as well as in rencuncing it; and 
tis as great an Excellence of Religion to 


. 


know how to abound, as how to ſaſſer Want. 
Nay, What is more, all voluntary Auſteri- 
ties are in order te give us a Power and Do- 
Minion over our ſelves in the general Cour ſe 
of; a proſperous Life. And laſtly, I very 
much doubt, When once a Man has long 
and conſtantly. acruſtomed himſolf to any 
Rigour, whether it continue to have much 
of Mortiſication in it, or whether it ſo ef- 
ſectually tend to promote our Spiniſ ua Li- 
berty, as it would if we did return to it but 
nom and then, as we ſaw Occaſion. 2. We 
muſt not multiply «neceſſary 3 
8 — an 
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and that no Man may think more needful 
than really are, 1 here, That as 
there are very fem Who have not in their 
Nature very conſiderable Infirmities, ſo are 
there & fem who have not in their Fortune 
very conſiderable Inconveniences: And if 
they would ppl themſelves to the Maſter. 
ing of both theſe as they ought, they would 
ſtand in leſs. need of the Diſcipline of Arbi- 
trary Aulterities. There are many Things 
too trifling to be taken notice of, which yet 
do prove ſufficient b the Quiet of 
moſt, and betray. them to many Paſſions 
and Indecencies: Nay, the: Weakneſſes of 
good Men are ſometimes fed by Temptati- 
ons of very little Moment. Now, to ſur- 
mount theſe Temptations, and to frame and 
accommodate the Mind to bear the little 
Shocks: and Juſtles which we daily meet 
with, without any Diſcompoſure or Diſ- 
pleaſure, is a Matter of great Uſe to the 
Tranquillity of Life, and the Maturity of 
Virtue... To be able to bear the Pride of 
one, and the Stupidity, of another; one 
while to encounter Rudeneſs, another 
while Neglect, without being ved by 
either; to 0 to Noiſe, Diſorder, and 
the Diſtraction of many little Affairs, when 
one is naturally a Lover of Quietneſs and 
Order, or when the Mind is intent upon 
Things of Importance; in a Word; to di- 
_ Zeſt. the perpetual 1 which 
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132 Of the Attainment of Ferfection. 
Y wee meet with, both in Buſineſs and Plea- 
ſure, and in all the little Projects, which 
not the Elegant and Ingenious only, but 
People of all Stations and all Capacities 

urſue; to ſ#fer all the Humours and Fol- 
ies, the Errors, Artifices, ' Indecencies, 
and Faults of thoſe we have to do with, 
with that Temper we ought, that is, 
with a Calmneſs which proceeds not from 
an Unconcernment for be Good of others, 
but a juſt Dominion over our own Spirits: 

This is a great Height; and to train our 

ſelves up to it daily with much Patience, 

Vigilance, and Application of Mind, is the 

beſt Diſcipline : Though I do not mean here- 

by to exclude all voluntary Impoſitions; for 

m order to maſter the Evils which we can- 

not avoid, it may be of good Uſe now 

and then to form the Mind by voluntary 

Tryals and Difficulties of our own chuſing. 

3. Laſtly, We muſt ever have a care not 

to loſe the Subſtance for the Shadow, not 

to reſt in the Means, and neglect the End; 

being much taken up in Diſcipline, without 

producing any Fruit of it. For this is ta- 
king much Pains to little Purpoſe ; travel- 
ling much without making any Progreſs. 

But much more muſt we take care in the 

_ next place, that the Dus we put our 
ſelves upon, do not produce any Huit. 

To which end, we muft carefully obferve 
Three Things. 1. That we keep 


to that Mo- 
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deration which Spiritual Pradentce requires; 
neither expoſing nor entangling our ſelves, 
nor diſcouraging others by Exceſſes. and 
Extravag ancies. 2. That our Self-denial ne- 
ver betray us into Pride or Uncharitable- 
eſs ; for if it tempt us to over · rate our 
ſelyes, and diſpiſe others, this is a flat Con- 
tradiction to one of the main Ends of Chri- 
ſtian Diſcipline, which is, the Humiliation 
of the Heart. 3. That we ever preſerv 
nay, encreaſe the Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs 
of our Minds; for whatever makes us 
ſoure and moroſe, or peeviſh and unſoci- 
able, makes us certainly ſo much worſe: 
And inſtead of begetting in us nearer Re- 
ſemblances of the Divine Nature, gives 
us a very ſtrong Tincture of a Deviliſb one. 
Athanaſius therefore in the Life of Anthony 
the Hermite qbſerves, amongſt other his 
great Vertues, That after Thirty Years 
pert in a ſtrange kind of retired. and 
plitary Life, 3 25p vx 6s pe reaper, aus 
ipwy N e xe , ama Y 
eleis Iv, & roh. He did not appear to 
is Friends with a ſullen or ſavage, but 
with an obliging ſociable Air: And there is 
indeed but little Reaſon, why the Look 
| ſhould be louring and contracted, when 
the Heart is filled with Joy and Charity, 
Goodneſs and Pleaſure. A ſerene open 
Countenance, and a chearful grave De- 
portment, does beſt ſuit the Tranquil- 
TY K 3 ity, 
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bz Purity, and Digaity of a Chriſtian 
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Attainment of PerfaStion, 
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! 
1 F. 5. Laſtly, Some kinds of Life are bet - 
ter ſuited and accommadated to the great 
| x Ends of Religion and. Vertue than. others. 
1 _ Fihall or here enter into an Examination 
| of the Adyantages or Diſadvantages there 
| are in the ſeveral kinds of Life with refe- 
rence to Religion. The ſettling thi and 
ſeveral other things relating to it, was one 
main Deſign' of my 14ſt Book. All therefore 
that T have here to do, is but to make one 
plain Inference from all that has been ad- 
vanced in this Chapter. If Perfection and 
Flappinefs cannot be obtained without a fre- 
quen and ferious Application of our ſelves to 
the Means here Flies on; then *tis plain 
that we ought to caſt our Lives, if we can, 
into ſuch a Method, that we may be in a Ca- 
pacity to do this. To ſpeak more particular- 
ly and cloſely; ſince Meditation, Prayer, and 
holy Converſation are ſo neceſſary to quicker 
the Conſcience, excite our Paſſions, and for- 
zify our Reſolutions, it is evident that it is 
as neceſſary ſo to model and form our Lives, 
that we may have Time enough to beſtow 
on theſe, For they, whoſe Minds and 
Time are taken up by the World, have very 
little Leiſure for Things of this Nature, and 
are very little diſpoſed to them, and as ill 
qualified for them: A to Converſation, 15 
e . he N e the 
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Of ' the Attainmemt of Ferfeclion. 

the World goes now, *tis not to be expett- 
ed that it {hou in 
Piety, unleſs between ſuch as have enter d 
into a cloſe and ſtrict Friendſbip. But the 
Worldly Man is a Stranger to true Friend- 
ſhip ; tis too ſacred, too delicate a Thing 


for a Mind devoted to the World, to be ca- 
pa ble of. A Regard to Intereſt; to ſome out- 


ward Forms and Decencies; the Gratifica- 
tion of ſome natural Inclination, the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſome kind of Diverſion and En- 
joy ment, may invite him to more Familia- 
- rity with ſome, than others. But tis hard 
to believe, that there ſhould be any thing in 
ſuch Combinations, of that which is the very 
Life and Soul of Friendſhip, a ſincere and 
undeſigning Paſſion, increaſed by mutual 
Confidences and. Obligations, and ſupport- 
ed and ſtrengthen'd by Vertue and Ho- 
nour. As to Prayer, Men of Buſineſs do, I 
doubt, oftner read or ſay Prayers, than pray; 
for 'tis very hard to imagine that a Soul 
that grovels perpetually here upon Earth, 
that is inceſſantly ſollicitous about tlie 
Things of this World, and that enters ab- 
ruptly upon this Duty without any Prepa- 


ration, ſhould immediately take Fire, be 


filled with Heavenly Vigour, and be tranſ- 
ported with earneft and impatient Deſire of 
Grace and Glory. Ah! how hard is it for 
him who hungers and thirſts perpetually af- 
ter the Profits of this World, to hunger and 

" "ES | thin 


uld have in it any Reliſh of 
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186 Of the Attainment of Perfection. 
thirſt after Righteouſneſs too! If fuch Minds 
as theſe retain the Belief of a Providence, 

ſome Awe of God, and ſome Degree of 
Gratitude towards him, tt is as much as may 

reaſonably. be expected from them: And 
may this avail them as far as it can! Laſtly, 
"as to Meditation, how can it be imagined 
that ſuch whoſe Minds and Bodies are fa- 
tigued and haraſſed by Worldly Buſineſs, 
ſould be much inclined to it, or well pre- 
pared for it? How ſhould theſe Men form 
any Notion. of a perfect and exalted Ver- 
tue, of devour and heavenly Paſſion ? What 


oe 4 =: a * 2 6 


and Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, of Poverty of 
Spirit, or Purity of Heart, or the Diffuſi- 
on of the Love of God in our Souls? What 
Idea's can they entertain of an Heaven, or 
of Angelical Pleaſure and Beatitude? In a 
Word, the Religion of Men intent upon this 
. World, when they pretend to any, which 
too often they do not, conſiſts eſpecially in 
Iwo Things, in abſtaining from Witkedneſs, 
and doing the Works of their Civil Calling; 
and how far they may be ſenſible of 9 4 
Obligations, I determine not; Good God ! 
What a Mer it is to theſe poor Creatures, 


well as a Precept of our Religion, to de- 


God and their Souls! But have I not of- 


Conceptions can they have of the Power 


that *tis the Faſhion of their Country, as 


dicate one Day in Seven to the Service of 
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ten taught, that EP urity of Intention can- ; 


verts 
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O the Anainment of Perfection. 137 
verts the Works of 4 Secular Calling into 
the Works of God? I have ſo, tis univer- 
ſally taught, tis the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel; and therefore I ſhall never retract 
it; but ah! How hard a Thing is it for a 
Worldly Man to maintain this Parity of In- 
tention How hard a Thing is it fora Mind 
eaten up by the Love and Cares of this 
_ World to do all to the Honour of God! 
Though therefore I cannot retrad this Do- 
ctrine, yet the longer I live, the more Rea» 
ſon do I ſee for qualifying and _ it 
with this Caution: Let no Man hae deſires 
to be Saved, much leſs that deſires to be 
Perfect, take Sanctuary in Parity of In- 
tention, While he ſuffers the Works of his 
Secular Calling to ingroſs his Soul, and en- 
tirely uſurp his Time. If Secalar Works 
exclude and thruſt out of Doors ſuch as 
are properly Religious, it will not be eaf 
to conceive, how the Power of Godline 
ſhould be maintained, how any wiſe 
Thoughts, or Heavenly Deſires ſhould be 
preſerved in ſuch Men; or how, finally 
thoſe who have utterly given up themſelves 
to the Wiſdom of this World, ſhould retain 
any true Value for thoſe Maxims of the 
Goſpel, wherein conſiſts the true Wiſdom that 
is from above. All that IJ have faid againſt a 
Life of Buſineſs; may, with equal of greater 
Force, be urged againſt a Lite of Pleaſure ; 
I mgan hat which they call Innocent 2 
13 are ; 
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ſure: The one and the other entangle and 
enſnare the Mind; the one and the other 
leave in it a peculiar Reliſh, which con- 
tinues long after the Hurry both of Pleaſure 
and Buſineſs is over. But all this while, I 
Would not have what I have {ad sto be ex- 
"ye . Zended further than I deſign it, to raiſe Scra- 
= ples in Vertuous and Good Men, inſtead of 
= e too eager Applications of the 


Earthly to the Things of thus World. 
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Of the Motives to Perfection. Several Mo- 
tives ſumm d up in ſhort, and that Great 

one, of | having! the ether Life in our View, 
 Tnſiſted apap. . A | | 


| T Nnumerable are the Motives to Per- 
2 fefop, which offer themſelves to any 

one that reflects ſeriouſly on this Argu- 
ment. An hearty Endeavour after Perfecti- 

= on is the beſt Proof of Sincerity; the near- 
= eſt Approach to Perfection, is the neareſt 
„ Approach to the utmoſt Security this Life 

is capable of. Great is the Beauty and 
Lovelineſs of an exalted Vertue, great the 
Honour and Authority of it; = a very 


| © happy Influence it has even upon our 
am Temporal Affairs: And to this may be ad- 
_ Xdecd, the Peace and Tranquility of 2 ir 
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of the Attainment of Ferfictioun. 139 
Mind, ſanctified Affections, and a regular = 
Life. Beſides, the Love of God is bound- 9 
leſs, and the Love of Jeſus is ſo. too; and J 
therefore demand not a lazy, feeble, or un- 
teddy Vertue, but a ſtrong and vigorous 
one, a warm and active; ſuch as à true 
Faith, great Hopes, and a paſſionate Love ; 
do. naturally excite us to, To all this I 4 
might add, that the Spirit of God is al- | 
ways preſſing on and advancing, deſirous 
to communicate himſelf to. us more and 
more plentifully, if we be not backward 
or negligent our ſelves. But theſe, and ma- 
ny other Enforcements to the Duty of Per- _— 
fection, ſhould I enlarge on them, would 4 
{well this Treatiſe to an intolerable Bulk. A 
Nor indeed is it neceſſary : for the 4th 
Chapter, where treat of the Fruits of Per- 
fectian, does contain ſuch Motives to it, as 
are ſufficient to excite in any one that reads 
them, a moſt vehement Deſire and Thirſt 
after it. Here therefore all that I think 
fit to do, is, to put my Reader in mind of 
another Life: In the Glories and Pleaſures 
of which, I need not prove that the Perfet# 

Man will have the greateſt Share. This is 
a Motive that muſt neyer be out of the 
Thoughts of the Man that will be Perfect; 

and that for Three Reaſons, which I will but E 
juſt mention. 2 | 4 
1. Without another Life, we can never | 
form any true Notion of a Perfect * 

* 1 
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tainment of Perfection. 
Soctable and Civil Vertues may be ſupport- 

ed by he na  Motives, and fram'd and 
modelPd by : Worldly Conveniences; but a 
Divine Vertue mull be built upon a Di- 
vine Life, 1 a Heavenly Kingdom. The 
Reaſon of this Aſſertion is plain; the Means 


muſt always bear Proportion to the Exd ; 


where therefore the End is an imperfect 
temporal Good, there needs no more than 
imperfet r Vertue to attain it; but 
where the End is Heavenly and Immortal, 
the Vertue ought to be ſo too. Were there 
no other Life, the Standard and Meaſure 
of the Good or Evil to be found in Acti- 
ons, would be their Subſerviency to the 
temporal Good or Evil of this World; and 
by a neceſſary Conſequence, it would be 


impoſſible to prove any higher Degrees of 


Poverty of Spirit, Purity of Heart, Cha- 
rity, and the like, to be truly Vertue, than 
what we could prove truly. zeceſſary to 
procure the Good, or guard us againſt the 
Evil of this Life: And if ſo, tis eaſy to 
conclude what mean and beggarly kind of 
Vertues would be produced from this 


7 


2. Without another Life, all other Mo- 


_ tives to Perfection will be inſufficient. For 
though, generally ſpeaking, ſuch is the 


Contrivance of Human Nature, that nei- 
ther the common Good of Civil Society, nor 
the more particular Good of private Men, 

can 


* . q 


can be men for, or Grands without 


the PraQtice of ſociable and political Ver- 
tues; yet tis certain, that not only in ma- 
ny extraordinary Caſes there would be no 
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Reward at all for Vertus, if there were nor 


one reſerved for it in another World; but 
alſo in noſt Caſes, if there were not a fam" 


ture Pleaſure, that did infinitely, outweigh 
the Enjoyments of this Life, Men would 


ſee no Obli ation to Perfection. For what 


ſhould raiſe them Te the Love of this 


World, if there were no other? Or above 
the Love of the Body, if when they died 
they ſhould be no more for ever? And cer- 


5 our Minds would never be able to 
ſoar very high, nor ſhould we ever arrive at 
any Excellence or Perfection in any Action, 
if we were always under the Infſuence of 
the Love of the World, and the Bod. 
A Life to come is alone a ſufficient 
Motive to Perfection. Who will refuſe. to 
endure har 1 as 4 good ſoldier 0 #1 Chrift Je- 
ſus, who fir ory believes that He is now a 
Spectator, will very ſuddenly come to 
6, a Judge and Rewarder of his Sufferings ? 
How natural is it to run with patience the 


race that is ſet before us, to him who has 


an Eternal Joy, an Eternal Crown alway 


in his Eye? And if a Life to come can 
make a Man rejoyce even i vin ſu ering Evil, 
how much more in doing ? If it ena- 
ble him to Conguer in the Day of the 

| Church 
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Church's Thyal aud AMiRtion, how much = 


more will it enable him” to abowd in all 
Vertuer in the Day of its Peace and Pro. 
ſperity ? How freely will a Man give to 
the diſtreſſed Members of Chrift; who be- 
lieves that fe fees Chi himſelf ſanding 
by, and receiving it as it were by their 
Hands, and placing it to his own Account, 
to he repaid a HE itt the 3 
Day of the Lord? How eaſily will a 

allay the Storms of Paſſion, and caſt e 
the Wea n'of Revenge and Anger, wit 
Indie nation againſt intel if his Faith do 
but . often with a View of that 
Canaan, which the meet in hrurt (hill inherit 
for ever? How importunatel/ Will a Man 
pray for the Pardon of Sin, whofe Senſe, 
whoſe Soul, whoſe Imagination is ſtruck 
with a Dread” of being for” evet divided 


from God, and excluded from the Joys and 


Vertues off the Bleſſed? How Ted 


will a Man pray for the Spirit of God, 
forthe Increaſe of Grace, whoſe Torts. 
- are daily ſwallowed, up with the Contem- 


plation'of an Eterniry; and whoſe Mind i: 
as fully poſſeſsd of the Cettain anck t 4 
Glory of another World, as of the e 


noeſs and Vanity of ir? How natural 


finally, will it be to be poor in Spirit, and 
to delight in all the Offices of an unfeign'd 
Humility, to that Man who has the Ima 
* 1 * the fret of 1 v3 — and a 
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before him 
But I know it will be here Objiited,/ We 
diſcers not this Efficacy you attribute to 
this Motive. The Doctrine of another Life 
is the great Article of the Chriſtian Faiph,: 
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and it is every were preached througlourt 


Chriſtendom 3 and yet Men gon erally ſeem 
to have as much Fondneſs for his World, 
as they could wete there no other: They 
practiſe no Vertues but · ſuchi as are proſi-· 


ttcble and faſhionable, or none any further 


than they are ſo. To this I axſwer, Tho 
mom act thus, there are many, I hope very 
many, who do other wiſe; and that a in 
general do nat, proceeds from Want, either 


of due Conſideration, or firm Belief of this 


Doctrine of another Life. Hrſt, From 
_— co daring it as we ſhould.” Tis the 


Diſadvantage of the Objects of 


Far compared with thoſe of Senſe, that 
they * diſtant and inviſible: : = there- 
Pats that; wilt) be: Perfect, that wilkderive 
any Strength and Vertue from this Mative, 
mult ſu pply this Diſtance by deuout and 
daily Tanrediplition; he muſt fetch the re- 


mote Objects of | Faith home to him; he 


muſt render them, as it were, preſent; he 


muſt ſee and feel them by the Strength of 


Faith, and the Force of Maditatiom; which 
if he do, then will his Faith certainly prove 
2. vital and victorious Principle; then will 
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144 Of the Attainment: of Ferfeclion. 
no Pleaſure in this World be able to com- 
bat the aſſured Hopes of an Heaven, nor 
any worldly Evil or Difficulty ſuſtained 
for Vertue, be able to confront the Ter- 
rors. of an Hell. A Second Reaſon wh 
this Motive doth not operate as it ſhould, 
is Want of Faith. We doubt, we waver, 
wee ſtagger, we take Things upon Truft ; 
aſſenting very ſlightly and ſuperficially to 
the Doctrine of another Life, and looking 
upon good Works rather as not injurious 
to this World, than ſerviceable to a better: 
And then tis no more wonder that the an- 
| believing Chriſtian does not enter into Per- 
- © feftion and Reſt, than that the anbelieving 
did not: Tis no more wonder, if the 
Word of Life do not profit the Chriſtiann 
when not belee ved by him, than if it do not 
profit a Pagan Who has never heard of it. 
And what is here ſaid of Iafideliiy, is in its 
Meaſure and Proportion true when applied 
to a weak and imperfect Faith. He there- 
fore that will be Perfect muſt. daily pray, 
Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. He 
muſt daily conſider the Grounds on which 
the Faith and Hope of a Chriſtian ſtand; 
the expreſs Declarations of rhe Divine Will 
concerning the future Immortality and 
Glory of the Children of God; the De- 
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_ feftion. Nor mutt I ſtop here, 

to thoſe Three unavoidably add A9 
For whether we, conſider the Sins of the 
"Perfect Man's paſt Life, or the Slips LT 
Defects of his beſt State; or 60 we 
conſider Man's continual Dependance Vol 
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ference to rs, bh Progrels, and 
Conſumniation of his Pürfecnon; or whe! 
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Deficiency, not only of this or that Mats 
particular, bur of Human 
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Human Nature is capable of Were uni- 
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Wich makes the One, jp ww erein, conſiſts 

F e es the other. The 
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Miſdom, ſometitnes Knowledge and 
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the Spirit of o Wiſdom and Reuelation. N ex 
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Experience of the Aged,” or the Obere 


vation Men of Fic NE lanes Judg- * 
ment, thought beſt 'deſetyed to be tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity. But all this amounts 
to the ſame thing, and all the Deſcriptions 
of Wiſdom in t © Old Teſtament may be 
ſumm'd up into that one, Job 28. 28. Be. 
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thus: That ye might be filled with-the 1 
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properly urged, to — hy the Eater: Then k 


oceeding to compleat the Compariſon, 
— So ſball the tnomi 
20: thy Soul, when thou haſt 
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it ſhall miniſter to the Puri fontibu, Streng 2h, 


—_ Delight of thy Soul, + But [this * not 


all: Though the Parallel can be extendeil 
no further between Honey and Miſdam; 
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to omit. 778 of the be Excellencies of 
W dom: And efore he adds, Ihen there 


ſhall be 4 e und thy. expect ation ſhall * 1 


be cut off. | Wiſubr, does not only 


and entertain our Minds; but alſo it Nees 
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numerous Ritds and Corervonies, and exter- 
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whom wa have, acceſs with boldnefs to the throne 


rom the Father, grace, and fardhm, and ado- 
ption.; and through whom: Lafth, all our 
Oblations and Performances: are | arrep- 
table to Him. The Deſga of this glori- 
ous Maniteſtation was to qpen Mens es, 
to turn them from darkneſs to light,” and from 


they might obtain remiſſion: of ſins, and | an 

inheritance. of glory. . the 
Truths which Hluminated the Gentite'arid 
Jemiſb World: And theſe are tlie Truths 
which muſt laminate ws at this Day. 
Theſe diſpel all deſtructive Errors that 
lead us to Vice or Miſery: Theſe po 
out our ſupreme Felirity, and the dite 


Way to it: Theſe open and enlarge the 
; Eye 


Eye of the eb, enable i ir to oli 
85 Fs i an unerring Exactneſs b. 
Evil, berween Subſtantial: and 
— ial, Temporal and Eternal Good. And 


Lwiſh from my Soul, whatever, — we 
pretend to at this D ay, we were well 


A and eſtabliſhed in he e Truths. mt 
notwithſtanding our Belef of Oue God, and 


One Mediator; and notwithſtanding we are 


well enough that God who is a 


pits 2  worſbipped-jin Spirit and in 
4 notwithſtanding our pretend- 

= 10 believe a Life to — Ifay, I am 
afraid, that dh hftanding theſe Things, 
we do. generally ert in Tuo main Points; 
namely, in the Motion we. ought to have 
of Rel; gion, and, the Value we are to ſer 
upon the World and the Boch. For who 
t reflects upon the Pomp and. Pride of 
Life, upon the Eaſe, the Soſtneſs and the 
Lu uxury of it, upon the Frothineſs and the 
Freedom, the Vanity and Impertinence, 
to ſay no worſe, of Converſatiom, Will not 
3 that either we haye renounced 
our Religion, or form to our ſelves, too 
complaiſant and indulgent a Notion. of it? 
For is this the Imitation of Jeu? Is this 
to Walk as he, walked i in the World ? Can 
this be the Deportment of Men to whom 


the World and the Body is crucified? Can 


ſuch a Life as this is =o from thoſe Divine 
| Cs Faiths Love, and Hope? Whe 
again 
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liumimution What, 
again can reflect upon the Paſſion we diſ- 
cover” for ' Supertority and Precedence, our 
Thirſt of "Power, our Tavenous Deſire of 
Wealth, and not conclude, ” that we habe 
miſt aken'our main End, that we ſet a wrong . 
Value upon Things; and that whatever we 
talk of an Etermty, we look upon this pre- 
ſent World as our Portion, and moſt valua- 
ble God? Fer can ſuch a'tender Concern ' 
for, ſuch an eager Purſuit after temporal 
Things, flow from, nay conſiſt with, Purity 
of Heart, and Poverty of Spirit, the Love of 
God, and a Deſire of Heaven?” Whoever then 
will be Perfect or Happy, ' muſt carefully 
avoid both theſe Errors: He muſt never 
think that Religion can ſubſiſt, without the 
Strength and Vigour of our Afections: Or, 
that the Bent and Vigour of our Souls can 
be pointed towards Goa, and yet the Air of 
our Deportment and Converſation be earthly, 
ſenſual, and vain, conformed even to a 
Pagan Prile, and Shew of Life. Next; he 
_ muſt never cheriſh in himſelf the Love of 

this World: He muſt never look upon him- 
ſelf other than a Stranger and Pilgrim in it: 
He muſt never be fond of the Pleaſure of 
it: He muſt never form vain Deſigns and 
Projects about it; nor look upon the beſt 


net 


. ture 


/ 


ture and Perfection of Religion, and the 
Value of Temporal Things do generally ariſe. 
from K. cuaprix, that peculiar Sin 


to which our 2 betrays us; there- 
fore the Knowledge of our ſelves, an inti- 
mate Acquaintance with all our natural Pro- 


penſions and Infirmities, is no inconſiderable 


16t 


Part of Illumination, For we ſhall never 


addreſs our ſelves heartily to the Care of 


a Diſeaſe which we know nothing of, or 


to the redifying any Inclination, till we are 


thoroughly convinced that *tis irregular and 


dangerous. 8 
Truths is, that they are ſuch as feed and 
nouriſh, corroborate and improve the Mind 
of Man. Now the Properties of bodily 
Strength are ſuch as theſe : It enables us to 


baffle and repel Injuries, to bear Toil and 


Travel, to. perform difficult Works with 
Speed and Eaſe; and finally, it prolongs 


Life to a much further Date, than weak 


and crazy Conſtitut ions can arrive at. And 
of all theſe we find ſome Reſemblances in 
Spiritual Strength; but as much more per- 
fect and Excellent, as the Spirit is above 
the Body. Theſe Truths then are indeed I- 
luminating, Which enable us to vanqui/h 
Temptations, to endure with Conſtancy and 
Patience the Toils and Hardſhips of our 
Chriſtian Warfare, to diſcharge the Duties 


2. The Second Character of aminaing 


of our Station with Zeal and Vigour; and. 


M which 
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again can reflect upon the Paſſion: we diſ. 


cover” for ' Superiority and Precedence, our 


Thirſt” of "Power, our ra venous Deſire of 
W kult, and not conclude, that we habe 
miſt aken our main Eud, that we ſet 4 wrong 
Value upon Things; and that Whatever we 
talk of an Eterniy, we look upon this pre- 
World as our Portion,” and moſt valua- 

ble Good? For can ſuch à tender Concern ' 
for, ſuch an eager Purſuit after temporal 
Things, flow from, nay conſiſt with, Parity. 
of Hart, and Poverty of Spirit, the Love of- 
God, and a Deſire of Heaven?” Whoever then 


will- be Perfect or Happy, muſt carefully 


avoid both theſe Errors: He muſt never” 
think that Religion can ſubſiſt, without the 
Strength and Vigour of our Affections: Or, 


that the Bent and Vigour of our Souls can 


be pointed towards God, and yet the Air of 
our Deportment and C onverſation be ea rthly, | 


| ſenſual, and vain, conformed even to a 


Pagan Pride, and Shew of Life. Next; he 
muſt never cheriſh i in himſelf the Love of 
this World: He muſt never look upon him- 
ſelf other than a Stranger and Pilgrim in it: 
He muſt never be fond of the Pleaſure of 
it: He muſt never form vain Deſigns and 
Projects about it; nor look upon the beſt 
Things in it, as Ingredients of our Happineſs, 
but only as Inſtruments of king or ſhort 


| Repaſts and- Refreſhments in our 9 


_ becauſe all our Miſt akes about the 
Fare 
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and hm Aitainedd: 


fore the Kyowledge of our ſelves, an inti- 
mate Acquaintance with all our natural Pro- 


penſions and Infirmities, is no inconſiderable 


Part of Illumination. For we ſhall never 


16t 
ture and Perfection of Religion, and tlie 
Value of Temporal Things do generally ariſe 

from ]. ci, that peculiar Sin 

to which our Conſtitution betrays us; there- 


addreſs our ſelves heartily to the Cure of | 


a Diſeaſe which we know nothing of, or 


to the redifying any Inclination, till we are 
thoroughly convinced that *tis irregular and 


dangerous. | 


* 


2. The Second Character of Iluminatin 
Truths is, that they are ſuch as feed — 
nouriſh, corroborate and improve the Mind 
of Man. Now the Properties of bodily 
Strength are ſuch as theſe : It enables us to 

baffle and repel Injuries, to bear Toil and 
Travel, to perform difficult Works with 
Speed and Eaſe; and finally, 1t prolongs: 


Life to a much further Date, than weak. 


and crazy Conſtitutions can arrive at. And 
of all theſe we find ſome Reſemblances in 
Spiritual Strength; but as much more per- 
feet and Excellent, as the Spirit is above 
the Body. Theſe Truths then are indeed [1- 
luminating, Which enable us to vanquiſh 
Temptations, to endure with Conſtancy and 
Patience the Toils and Hardſhips of our. 
Chriſtian Warfare, to diſcharge the Duties 


of our Station with Zeal and Vigour; and. 


Which 


* 
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which, Laſtly, render us firm, ſteddy, and 


immortal. And theſe are the glorious 
Effects Which are attributed to the Truths 
of God. Hence is the Goſpel called the 
Power of God anto Salvation, Rom. 1. 16. 
And hence it is, that we read of the Armour 
of Goa, Epheſ. 6. 11. The ſword of the 
pirit, ' the 2 of Faith, the bre uſt-place of 
raphreonſneſs, &c. to intimate to us the 
Strength and Vertue of the Word of God, 
and that it brings wich it Safety and Suc- 
cefs. And hence it is, that the Word of 
God is ſaid to quicken and ſtrengthen; that 
Mun is faid to live, not by bread only, but by 
every word that procetueth out of the mouth of 


God; that 'Righteouſneſs is called everlaſting ; 


and that he that doth the Will of God is af- 
firmed to abide for ever: To teach us plain- 
ly, that there is nothing ſteddy and unal- 
terable, nothing durable, nothing eternal, 
hut God, Divine Truths, and thoſe that are 


formed and moulded by them. 


There are Traths indeed which are meer- 
ly barren and unactive, which amuſe and ſuf- 
pend the Mind, but never benefit it: But 
there are others which are, in the Language 
of Solomon, hke health to the navel, and marrow 
to the bones: Wiſdom and Vertue, Life and 
Honour, the Favour of God and Man, at- 
tend them where'er they dwell. And theſe 
are the Truths which [laminate :; Truths 
chat are Active and Fruitful; that make 
_ wiſe 


1 


and hom Atlainecl. 


wiſe and good, perfect and happy: Such 


as we have a mighty Intereſt in, ſuch as have 
a ſtrong Influence upon us, ſuch as give a 
new Day to the Underſtanding, and new 
Strength and Liberty to the Will; ſuch as 


_ raiſe and exalt our Affections, and render 


the whole Man more rational, more ſteddy, 
more conſtant, more uniform. Theſe are 
the Truths which make Men great and mo- 
deſt in Proſperity, ere& and couragious 
in Adverſity; always content with ths 
World, yet alway full of the Hopes of 4 


better: Serene, calm, and well aſſured in 


the preſent State of their Souls, and yet 
thirſting after Perfection, Maturity, and the 
abſolute Conſummation of Righteouſneſs in 


163 


the World to come. Now tlie Traths that 


effect all this, are all reducible to thoſe 
which I have mentioned under the former 
Head: For in thoſe we find all that is e- 
ceſſary to Life and Godlineſs, to Vertue and 


Glory; in thoſe we find all that is neceſſary 


to raiſe and ſupport true Magnanimity, to 
enlarge and free the Mind, and to add 
Strength and Courage to'it. For what can 
more certainly promote all this, than In- 
mortality and Glory? What can be a ſuret 
Foundation for the Hope of both to reſt on, 
than the Favour of God himfelf? And whar 


can more effectually reconcile and ingratiate 


us with God, than ſincere univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs,'and the Mediation of his dearly be- 
laved Son: EE 
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3. The Third Character of Illuminating 
Truths, is, that they are pleaſant and agree- 
able to the Soul. Hence it is that the Royal 
Pſalmiſt pronounces the Word of God ſweeter 


. than the honey and the honey-comb: That he 


aſeribes to it Delight and Joy; for he tells us, 
that it rejoices the Heart, that it enlightens 
the Eyes. And accordingly. we find the 
true Servants of God, not only continually 
bleſſing and praing God in the Temple, but 
magnitying him by Pſalms and Hymns in 


their Priſons, and rejoicing in the midſt of 


Tribulation. But when I reckon Pleaſure 
and Delight amongſt the Fruits of Illumina- 


tion, I muſt add, that there is a vaſt Dif- 
ference between the Fits and Flaſhes of 
Mirth, and the Serenity of a fix'd and ha- 
bitaal Delight; between the Titillations of 
Senſe, and the ſolid Joys of the Mind; 
and laſtly, between the Pleaſures of Fancy, 


and of Reaſon, And when I ſay, Iltami- 


nation Conſiſts in the Kpowledge of pleaſant 
and agreeable Truths, I mean it of rational 
Pleaſure, an habitual Franquillity of the 
Mind: And then the Matter s beyond 
Queſtion. Whatever Truths do contribute 
to promote this, the Study and Contem- 
plation of hem, muſt be our true Miſdom. 
Joy, when *tis ſolid and rational, does en- 
large and exalt the Mind of Man: *Tis, 
as it were, health to the navel, and marrow 
0 the bones; it renders us more thankful 


wo. 


sal nd hom Attainadt. 
to God, more kind and courteous to Man. 
*Tis an excellent Preparation to invite more 
plentiful Influxes of the Spirit of God. Hence 
did Elijah call for a Muſical In ſtrument when 
he defired to propheſ): And we find the 
Company of Prophets rejoycing with Fhmns, 
| Maſick, and Dances; all outward Teſtimonies 

of the inward Tranſports and Raviſhments 
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of their Minds. And as I am perſwaded 


that that which diſtinguiſhes a Godly Sor- 
row, from a Worldly or Impious one, Re- 
pentance and Contrition, from the Agonies 
and Perplexities of Deſpair, is the Peace and 
, eee attends it; ſo am I per- 
ſwaded, that God does preſs and invite us 
to Mourning and Sorrow for Sin, for this 
Reaſon, not excluding others, becaule ic 
naturally leads on to Peace and Joy. A ſoft 
and tender Sorrow diſhpating the Fears and 
Diſtreſſes of Gailt, like mild and fruitful 
Showers that do lay Storms. In a Word, 
there is no ſuch powerful Antidote againſt 
Sin, nor Spur to Holy Induſtry. as Holy 
Pleaſure, Pious Joy, or Spiritual Peace and 
Tranquility. This is a partaking or Anti- 


cipating the Powers of the World to comes; 


and the mightieſt Corroboration of every 
thing that is good in us. The Study then 
of ſach Truths, is true Wiſdom. And Itu- 
mination thus far will conſiſt in quitting 
thoſe Errors Which beget Melancholy, Su- 
perſtition, Deſperation; and in ſuch Truth, 

M3 a5 
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as enlarge our View of the Divine Per- 


ſalation 7 Hie is - made unto us 07 Goa, wiſdom 


fections, and exhibit to us a nearer Preſence 
of his Goodneſs and Glory: Such, again, as 
unfold the Dignity of Human Nature, and 
the wiſe and gracious Ends of our Crea- 
tion: Such, Laſtly, as extend our Pro- 
ſpect, and enlarge our Hopes; ſupport our 


Frailties, and excite our Vigour. 


: 4. The laſt Property of thoſe Truths in 
the Knowledge of which Ilamination con- 
lifts, is, that they are ſuch as procure us 
a Reward, If we reflect upon thoſe Three 


Heads, under which J ranged thoſe Truths, 


which Jlluminated the Gentile and Jewiſh 
World, we ſhall eaſily diſcern how well 
they fit this Character: They fill the Mind 
with Joy and Peace, and make it abound 
in Hope; they purge the Man from his na- 
tural Corruption, and fortify the Mind 


againſt ſuch Impreſſions, from outward 


Good or Evil in this World, as diſquiet and 
torment the Sinner; they procure him the 
Protection of God's Providence, and the 


Aſſiſtance of his Spirit in this Life, and 


they invite him to hope for Glories and 
Pleafures in another, far above any thing 
that the heart of man can comeive, God is 
the God of hape; He has all Fulneſs and Suf- 


 ficiency in himſelf: And therefore | Heſſed 


muſt all they be, who have the Lord for their 
God. Jeſus is the Fountain of all Con. 


and 


« 


and how Attained. 
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and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifcation, and re- 


demption: Happy is he that does rejoice 
always, and glory in him. Righteoufneſs is 
a State of Health and Strength, of Perfetti- 
on and Beanty, of Peace and Tranquility, 
of Reſt and Hope: Bleſſed are they who 
are poſſeſſed of it, who are made free from 


ſin, and become ſervants: of God; who have 


their fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever- 
laſting life, Such are already paſt pou death 
to life; for the ſpirit of life and holineſs, of 
God and Glory, reſts upon them, This is the 
Character that diſtinguiſhes Goſpel Know- 
ledge from all other Sorts of Knowledge. 
No Knowledge of Arts or Sciences, and 
much leſs the moſt exquiſite Knowledge of 


all the Myſteries of the Kjngdom of Bar- 


ueſs, can pretend to an Eternal Reward. A 


ſhort an impure Pleaſure, and a tranſi- 


ent Intereſt, is all that this Sort of Nuom- 


teage can beſtow, and very often, inſtead 
0 


of Pleaſure and Profit, it requites its Diſci- 
ples with Pain and Trouble. The Goſpel 
only contains thoſe Truths, which . confer 
Life and Immortality on thoſe that Believe 
and Obey them. Tis the Goſpel alone 
that teaches us how we are to gain the 
Love and Favour of God; and *tis God 
alone who rules and goverus the viſible 
and inviſible World. He therefore alone 
is to be fear'd,, and He alone is to be loved. 
Fear nat them, ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 
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10. 28. which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the ſoul; but rather fear him who is 
able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in hell. And 
St. John 


ives the ſame Precept concerning 
the World: Love not the world, neither the 


things of the world: And backs it by the 


ſame Reaſon ; For the world paſſeth away, and 
the luſt thereof : But he that doth the will of 
God abideth for ever. That is, the Worls 


can at beſt but gratify for a Moment the Ap- 


petites of the Bod), or the Deſires of a ſen- 
ſual Fauc); therefore love it not; but love 
the Father, whoaſter the Diſſolution of the 
vital Union betwixt Soul and Boch, is able 
to confer Life and Happineſs on both to all 


„„ 


Thus I have conſidered the Characters 
of Illuminating Truths. And the whole of 
what I have ſaid amounts to theſe Two 
Things. 1. There are Truths of very diffe- 
rent Kinds: Truths that are of no Uſe ; ſuch 
are thoſe which are either 7rifl;ag or meer- 
ly aotional, and can have no Influence on 
Human Life: Truths that are of i Uſe ; 
ſuch are thoſe of which conſiſts the Arts 
of Senſuality, Avarice, Vanity, and Ambi- 
tion: Theſe are to be deteſted, the former to 
be contemned by all that ſeek after true 
Wiſdom, Again, there are Truths of an 
inferior Uſe; ſuch as concern our Fortunes, 


dur Relations, our Bodies; and theſe may 


pe allowed their proper Place, and a re- 


and how Attained. 


ſonable Value, But the Truths which cons» 
cern the Peace and Pleaſure, Strength and 
Liberty of our Souls; which procure us 
the Favour of God, and the Grace. of his 
Spirit; the Truths, in a Word, which ſe- 
cure our Temporal and Eternal Happineſs ; 
theſe are Illuminating Truths, theſe have a 
tranſcendent Worth, and ineſtimable Excel- 
lence, or Uſefulneſs, and conſequently can 
never be too dear to us. 2. Since the great 
Characters of Illuminating Truths do exactly 


fit the Goſpel Jeſus, tis plain, that this 


is that Syſtem of Ts: which we 
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are to ſtudy Day and Night; this is that 


Divine Philoſophy, whoſe Principles and Laws 
we muſt inceſlantly revolve and ponder. 
*Tis not without Reaſon, that the Pſalmiſt 
beſtows ſuch glorious Elogzes upon the Word 
of God, Pſal. 19. and elſewhere : That he 
magnifies one while the intrinſick Excel- 
: lence and Beauty, another while the Force 
and Efficacy of it; and ever and anon 
enlarges himſelf upon the Advantages, the 


unſpeakable Advantages which reward 


the Meditation and Practice of it. Of all 


Perfections 1 have ſeen an end; but thy com- 
mandments are exceeding, broad. They are pure, 


they endure for ever; they enlighten the eyes, 


and rejoice the heart. Moreover by them thy 
ſervant is warned; and in keeping of them 
there is great reward, That is, by them we 
are preſerved from all real Evil, and put in 


E. ud 
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Poſſeſſion of, or entitled to, all real Good. 


How well did St. Peter anſwer, when our 


Lord asked his Diſciples, Will ye alſo go from 
ane? Lord, whither ſhall we go? Thou haſt the 
words of eternal life. And how wiſely did 
Sr. Paul tefolve, to know nothing but Chri#t 
Jeſus aud him crucified? For he is the way, the 
trail, and the life; and in him are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. | 
But after all, as there is a Form of Godli- 
meſs, ſo there is a Form of Knowledge, with- 
out the Power of it. The Knowledge of the 
fame Truths, as I obſerved in the Begin- 
ning, in different Perſons, may be very dif- 


ferent,” as meeting with a very different Re- 


ception. Our Conceptions may be more clear 
or confuſed, more lively or faint, more per- 
fect or maimed: And our Aſſent may be 


ſtronger or weaker. In ſome they may 


only float ſuperficially, in others they may 
penetrate deeper ; And the Degrees of their 
Influence and Operation will be certainly pro- 
portioned to the different manner of their 


Reception. For this Reaſon it will be neceſ- 


fary to the right underſtanding of a State of 
Maumination, to Diſcourſe, 

2. Of the Nature of that Kyowledee we 
muſt have of the former Truths, to ſhew, 
what fort of Conception we muſt form of 
them, what kind of Aſſent we muſt pay 
them, and what kind of Conſideration we 
muſt employ about them. As I have ere” 
7 vas 3, e 


and how Attained. 
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fore laid down the Properties of thoſe Truths, 


ſo will I now lay down the Properties of 


that Kpowledge of them, which is eſſential 
to Illuminati (4 fs 
1. Uamivating\Kyowle 
rooted. | This our Sevicar has taught us in 
chat Parable, wherein he has obſerved to us, 


e muſt be deeply 


that the Seed which had not depth of earth, as 


it ſoan ſprang up, ſo it ſoon withered and dried 
away. We often know (or pretend todo ſo) 


the Rudiments of our Religion, without the 


Groands and Foundation of it. Weembrace 


Coucluſions, without examining the Princi- 


ples from whence' they flow ; and contra 

to the Advice of the Apoſtle, we are anable 
to give 4 reaſon to any one that asketh us of 
the faith, and the hope that is in us. And 
then ours is not properly Kyowledee, but 
Opinion; t is not Faith, but Credality: *Tis 
not a firm Perſuaſion, but an eaſy cuſtomary 
Aſſent. And this is overthrown by every 
Temptation; defaced or much blurr'd b 

every Atheiſtical Suggeſtion or Prophane 0 

jection. Does the World or our Luſt tempt 
us, as the Devil did our Hrſt Parents, Te 
ſhall not ſurely die? How ealily is that 
Faith ſhaken, which is 20 better founded ? 


How eaſily is a Man induced to hope, that 


Sin is not very fatal and pernicious, that 
God will eaſily be prevailed with to par- 
don it, that the Flames of Hell are Meta- 
Phorical, and its Eternity a miſtaken ”"_ 
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and groundleſs Fancy, if he be ignorant 
of the true Reaſous of. God's Wrath and 
Indignation, which are founded in the ve- 


ry Nature of God and Sin? Whereas on 


the geher Hand, he that well underſtands 
both theſe; the Py god Tendency 
of Sin, and the Holineſs and the Purity 
of the Divine Nature, cannot but diſcern 
an irreconcileable Oppoſition between them; 
and be convinced, that were there no Tri- 
banal erected for the Sinner, yet would Sin 
be its own Puniſhment ; and that an into- 
lerable Hell, conſiſting in the Diſorder of 
Nature, an Excluſion from God, &c. would 
be the natural and neceſſary 1ſue of it. 


The Sam of this Arguments, That Know- 


| Tedge, which has no deep Root, is ſubject ta 


be overthrown by every Blaſt : That Faith 
which is little more than Credaliry, does 
very ſeldom ſtand againſt any very rude 
Shock. Now the Grounds of our Faith and 
Duty are fully and clearly expounded in 
the Goſpel: And here eſpecially we muſt 
ſeek them. When I ſay his, I reject no 

Collateral Arguments, I refuſe no Foreign 
Aids, which contribute any thing to con- 
firm and fortify our Belief of Goſpel Truths. 
The Faith of St. Thomas did, in part at 
leaſt, depend upon the Evidence of Senſe. 


Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen thou haſt. 


believed, Jahn. 20. 29. And fo did that of 
the reſt of them, who were Eye-wirneſſes of 
the 


and how Attained. 
the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of the Bleſſed 


eſus. The Doctrine of One God, and a 


udement to come, may receive much Light 


and Strength from Natural Reaſon : And ; 


whatever. eſtabliſhes a revealed Truth, will 


be ſo far from diminiſhing, that it will 


encreaſe the Vertue and Efficacy of it. All 
the Caution I think fit to give here is, that 
we be ſure that the Ground be plain and 
firm, on which we build the Belief of an 
Wuminating Truth. Philoſophy, in many Ca- 
fes is clear and convitive : St. Paul him- 
felf amongſt the Gentiles frequently appeals 
to Reaſon. But.too often we call our Far 

Ph#loſophy; and obtrude upon the World, 
the wild and undigeſted Theories of a warm 
and confident Imagination, for new Diſco- 
veries. What ſtrange Stuff was Gnoſtick Phi- 
loſophy once? What did it produce but the 
Corruption of the Chriſtian Faith? And what 
can be expected from Myſtick, Enthaſiaſtick 
Philoſophy or Divinity in any Age, any Man 
may gueſs, without any deep Penetration. 
Nor do I doubt bur that all judicious and 
experienced Men, do as much deſpiſe and 
nauſeate the Blendures and Mixtures of 
pretended Phzloſophy with our Faith and 
Morals, as the World generally does the 
Subtilties and ' Perplexities of the Schools. 
For my part, I can't endure to have my 
Religion lean upon the rotten Props of pre- 
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carious Not ions. I admire, I love the Ele- 


VAations 
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vations and Enlargements of Soul: But I can 
have no Value for unaccountable Amuſe- 
ments Or Rambles of Fancy. An Itch of No- 
welty or Curioſity has a Tincture in it of 
our Original Corruption. I ever ſuſpect an 
Opinion that carries an Air of Novelty in it; 


and do always prefer a vulgar Truth before 


refined Error. They are vulgar Truths, which, 
like vulgar Bleſſings, are of moſt V/eand trueſt 
Worth : And ſurely our Saviour thought 
ſo, when he thanked his Father, that he had 
hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 


revealed them unto babes. And when he 


himſelf taught the People with Power and 


Authority, and not as the Scribes, he did ad- 
vance no ſubtil Theories, but bright and 
dazling, uſeful and convictive Truths. This 
minds me of another Property of Illuminating 
Kyowledge, Youre 1 n 

2. This Kyowledoe muſt not be obſcure 
and confuſed, but d:/in# and clear. Where 


the Images of Things are light, faint, and 


vaniſhing, they.move Men but very weak- 
Iv, and affect them but very coldly ; eſpe- 
cially in ſuch Matters as are not ſubject to 
our Senſes. And this I perſwade my ſelf 
is one chief Reaſon why thoſe glorious and 


wonderful Objei?s, God, a Judgment to come, 


Heaven, and Hell, do ſtrike us ſo feebly, and 
operate ſo little. We have generally no 
lively, diſt inct, and clear Conception of them: 


It being other wiſe impoſſible, that Things 


and bow Attained. 


in their own Nature dreadful and amazing, | 


. 
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ſhould excite in us 0 Fear; or that Things 


in their own Nature infinitely anmable, 
ſhould enkindle in us 20 Paſſion, no Deſire. 


The Notions we have of Sprritual and Invi- 


ſible Things are dim, dusky, and imperfett : 


Our Thoughts paſs over them fo ſlighth, 


that they ſcarce retain any Print or Traces 


of them. Now this Sort of owe. 


will never do the Work. Theſe drowſy 


Notices of Things will never ferment and -- 


raiſe our Paſſions for Heaven high enough to 
confront and combat thoſe we have for 
the World. From hence we may give a 
fair Account, what the Uſe is of Prophe- 
tick Retirement, and Prophetick Eloquence : 
What is the Purpoſe of all thoſe Schemes 
and Tropes which occur in iaſpired Mri- 
tings: And why the beſt of Men have 
ever ſo much affected Solitude and Retreats, 
from the Noiſe and the Hurry of the World. 
Serious, frequent, and devout Contempla- 
tion is necelaty to form in our Minds, 
clear, diſtinct, and ſprightly Notions : And 
to communicate theſe well to the World, they 
mult be expreſſed in moving Language, in 
living Tropes and Figures. Ah! did we 
but conſider this, we ſhould ſure allot more 
Time to the Stud) of Divine Truths; and 
we ſhould not think, that to diſcover them 
throaghly, it were enough to let our Thoughts 


glance upon them. But we ſhould ſurvey - 


and 
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and ponder them with all the ExaZzeſs and 
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Diligence that were neceſſary to make laſt- 
ing and diſtinct Inpreſſions upon us. Could 
we know by Intuition, doubtleſs wonder- 
ful Objects would raiſe very extraordinary 
Paſſions in us. But this we cannot, let us 
come as near it as we can: Only let us, 
avoid forming abſurd and falſe Notions of 
Things, whilſt we endeavour after diſtinct 
and clear ones. Spiritual Things do not 
anſwer Corporeal, like Face to Face in a 
Glaſs: And therefore, though to give ſome 
Light to Things that are above us, we may 
find out all the Reſemblances of them we 
can in thoſe Things we are acquainted with 
here below; yet we muſt ſtill remember, 
that the oze do vaſtly exceed the other, and 
that we cannot thus get a juſt and adequate 
Notion of them. | 
3. This Kporledge muſt not lie in the 
Underſtanding, crade and andigeſted; but 
it muſt be throughly concocted and turned 
into Nouriſhment, Blood, and Spirits. We 
muſt know the true Value and V/e of ever 
Principle, of every Truth; and be able readi- 
ly to apply them. For what does it ſignify, 
how important Truths are in themſelves, i 
they are not ſo to me? What does it avail 
that they are impregnated with Life and 


Power, it I feel not any ſuch Influence? Of - 


what Uſe is the Knowledge of Goſpel-Pro- 
miſes to me, if I reap no Comfort from them? 
| * Comfort Ne 
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That this is an Obſervation. of thergreat a 
Weight and Moment is evident to Iny one 
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prevail amidſt the /Light of the Goſpel ? 
How has the Devil erectecl bis Thront in 
the midſt of that Church, which ſhould 
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Death gu where Life and Immortality 
are preached ! Mhence is this? Are Men ig- 
. of thoſe Truths which make up the 
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of che Fruits and Attalnment of Hamit. 
tion That Illumination dbts not Alpen ſo 
much apo Man outward Fortune, ex. 
” traord inary Parts, acquired Learning, G c. 
as upon hir Moral Qualifications, | ach as 
- Humility, Impartiality, aud Love of the 
Truth. 4. Directions for the Attainment 
F. 1. That we do not Suffer 
vun Minds to be engaged in weſt of Nnom- 
* e foreign to our Purpoſe. 2. That we 
our ſelves with 4 very tender ani ſen- 
: 1 fille Contern to the. Study of Iluminating 
111 Traths. 14. That we act conformable tothoſe 
Meaſt s of Light which we have et 
5 4. That we frequent! \adareſs our ſelves to 
Gel by Prayer for the Illumination of his 
Grace. The e ae 710 4 race 
51 Fulgentius. t e 


Aving diſpatched the Notion of thams: 
ation in the foregoing Chapter, and 
hew'd both what Truths,” and what fort of 
wledge of them is ee to it; 1 au 
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2. Of the Attainment of i it. 
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the leſs Need to inſiſt upon them, becauſe 
Whatever can be ſaid on n this Head, has been 
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and ponder them with all the Fxactneſi and 


Diligence that were neceſſary to make laſt- 
ing and diſtin&t Impreſſions upon us. Could 
we know by Iutuition, doubtleſs wonder- 


ful Objects would raiſe very extraordinary 


Paſſions in us. But this we cannot, let us 
come as near it as we can: Only let us, 
avoid forming abſurd and falſe Notions of 
Things, whilſt we endeavour after 4iſtinct 
and clear ones. Spiritual Things do not 
anſwer Corporeal, like Face to Face in a 
Glaſs: And therefore, though to give ſome 
Light to Things that are above us, we may 


find out all the Reſemblances of them we 


can in thoſe Things we are acquainted with 
here below; yet we muſt ſtill remember, 
that the oze do vaſtly exceed the other, and 
that we cannot thus get a juſt and adequate 
Notion of them. HE | 
3. This Kponledge muſt not lie in the 

Underſtanding, crude and àndigeſted; but 
it muſt be throughly concocted and turned 
into Nouriſbment, Blood, and Spirits. We 
muſt know the true Value and Dſe of ever 

Principle, of every Truth; and be able readi- 
ly to apply them. For what does it ſignify, 
how important Truths are in themſelves, i 

they are not ſo to me? What does it avail 
that they are impregnated with Life and 
Power, it I feel not any ſuch Influence? Of 
what Uſe is the Knowledge of Goſpel-Pro- 
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a Temporal and an Bet one. But all 
this not withſtanding, tis certain that II- 
umination in the ing has a mighty In- 
2 p upon us: For it is e y ex- 
ing i in us wife Deſires and excellent Par- 
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| 9 a Man Will never | 


Illumination W 'bat, 


poſes: Tis always alluring. 1 inviting 


8 wards our Sqyereign Good, and re- 
ſtrain 90 Vin deterring, us from, Si and 
re t Da diſquiets, ifturbs, and 
cons us as o Ren as we ert and wander 


of Life. In one Word, the, 
1 Pa eee is, to he 1 


Cite e © 175 and Pleaſures, and 


atitude and Glory of Vertae; and 
rating the Evil 2 and Biſponoürs, 
the 19 eformaties an 


Lt ght Win him, 1 DE. either 
77 #1 0 * 1 * ; 9 
Fo OP ine ug, us, il it e fol ow. 

115 ied and 


With, not mu 
dilturhed 1 quenched and ex- 


hed, by. wilful or unpardonable 
0 5 55 and Remif Sin, or wap if, in a Word, 
| e be not interrupted, diſperſes 
N ars as. well as Errors; creates an 
unſpeakable I Tanguillity in the Soul, ſpreads 
over us a calm and glorious Shy, and makes 
every thing in us and about us look” gay, 
and verdant, Sa beautiful, The Diſſips- 
tion of Pagan Darkneſs, and. all Participati- 
ons or Reſemblances of it; Deliver axce from 
a State of Bondage and Wrazh,. the Peace 
God, the Love of. Jeſus, the Fellonſbip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Immortality e the Soul, the 
Reſurredtion o 5 4 Bo. „5 the 2 fection and 
Aale neſs 0 * Gord wh . Ak. 
Ur- 
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n Actaiumme of Iſhimination, 
Now whatever Advice can relate to dh, 
may be reduced undet Do Heads:: 


pal meu Quali cations 6, dg, tender Man f 
ble of Ila on. 
? ly aur þ 


, What it is that 
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10 8. 1. Jo begin With this O | 
quilite to Illumination. 5.850 | 

guiſnod from — Wieys: By h 


| —— and by Moral Dippoſttiont: And 
each of theſe may have ſomẽ, though à be- 
ry different Inſſuence upon Human 7 8 
4 For if we 78 1 
Eſſence and Integrity of Perfetton 
there ro Or vhree! © hor Quay which 
are all that is required In order to this: 
But if we e uire after the Largrnefs of its 
Stature, tlie f its Features, the 
- Luſtre of its Complexion, and the 'El:gaxte 
of its Dreſs; then may we allow ſome- 
.thing to'be aſcribed to Fortune, to Nitdre, 
and a liberal Eaucutiun. This d an Obfer- 
ey: * to be made. For tho 
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dentã n An 15 —— ſugge we 
which 125 = di ferent cee 
= .wtuch.depend * ſebves This be- 
1 dug premiſeck in order to prevent my being 

1 „ oanay't e Vain 
; en na 
Ault aa 25 * Phew Na. ed 


wy ; Sorts; o Know e, NN zwe can 
. arrive at a out mu 
much Expence: And in 260g f . 


.the one, and enjoy tho other, ct is requi- 
ite; — Wy! on a] ee ee 


eee . 
efore in the owing Verſes, 
AN handman, the Statuary, the 
= 2255 aver, the Smith, the Potter; and all 
* -conſequen tly.whoſe Time and Mind is ta- 
1 * up In thenLaboars of thein|;Profeſſion, 
in making my hf Pros iſion for 
8. eſe, I ſay, he excludes from all 
ee to W; dom, Hom can 'be get wiſ- 
deth th Plough: and that glorieth 

I F bullocts, &c. 
111 44 i hot te n er, chat 1 am en- 
= OT after, 104 which g Hu- 
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mation. The conſits not in the Laws of 

our Eurthiy but Heaven) Country: Not in 
Aris and Scientes which relate Nun 5 
and miniſter to 4 Temporal Li 
thoſe Divine Truths Which puri 
and miniſter to an Erernal uns: 
Notional Enprouements of the Mind: Trek ih 
Spiritual and Vital ones. - And therefore the 
Hushundiman and the Artif, the Mec hunick 
and the Taler, are as capable of 'this 
Sort of Mom, as the Man of Office, Ma- 
ey, Of Quality. There 17 77 no Melih to 
reſider one „ of Light and of the Day. 
There is the Book vf Nature; the Book 0) 
Revelation : both the Books o God, both wri 
"throughout with * glorious Hum mati 
Truths: Theſe lie'wide open to every hon 
Chriſtian. The Being and' Natute ge 
the Mediation of Jeſus, and a Judgm 
to come; the Nature and Neceflit Sf Ho- 
lineſs, are fully revealed, and unanſwerably 


proved. And tho every honeſt Man be not 


able to diſcover all N Arguments on which 
they ſtand, yet may he diſcover enough: 
And what is more, he may have an inward, 
vital, ſenſible Proof of 'them ; he ma feel 
the Power, the Charms of Holineſs ;. eri- 
ment its Congruity and Lovelineſs to the Hu- 
nan Soul; and obſerve a thouſand Demon- 


ſtrations of its ſerviceableneſs to the Honour 
of God, and the Good of Mankind : He may 
| have a full and convictive Senſe 15 the 

ani- 
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4 : i 5 s Voibe Ar rag there 18 8 
—_— 2 Fi and. e which will 
eee — and. lead hin into al ne- 
þ ell ary. ac All which is implied in hefe 
1 . * 155 Lord, If any went dabiconk 
1 be 2 99 a the Doctrine whether it be. of 


God, or baer 1 ſpeak fm ſuf, John 7. 1. 
2. Extraordinary Nacarel Parts, ſuch as 
Saga DA Weng 85 
Mmory, tn e Lavell 


475 not geceſſary to Ilumination. The 
10% pel, Fr remember, takes no Notice of 
5 7. Such is; the .Beaury of Holineſs, that 
4 9 See. rather 9 of Heart, than 
Luickveſs of of Apprebeſios, to render us eng- 


_ mour'd, it. And the very ſame thing 
ma be {a fot the Power and Energy of all 
= el Moro, and 0; the my and Evi. 


e 


make here, Which may not be alan: 
For though Fuel and Retentios, 
Which 1 mean Quickaeſs in diſcer ning and 
Firmneſs in preſerving Truth, be common- 
* aste Natural Parts, and generally 
are 
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et;:I'think, where the one or the 6- 

5 l FO; defe@ive, they yt be much 
207 and kl im Tat To whi 

d I remark; Foſs! hat 7728 Defetts 


of kr NR Memory, Which fone 
75 of accu N iR. of in N 
to 


Tings, are with more Juſtice 
. to Want. N20 Concern and 1 
pa Things, than to any e 


Now: is plain, we ea ſily ander 
and ealily E! what = deſire 
love : And where-ever we follow 14 45 m- 
le. or Po of 12 — TInclinat1ons, we 
feldom of excelling, | Let us therefore 
5 care, that our carts be ſet upon the 
Tings of God; and we ſhall ſoon ſee that 
ur Judgment and Memory will no more 
il us here, than in thoſe Worldly Intereſts 
and Pleaſures, which we are moſt intent 
upon. Secondly, As to Memory ;\it depends 
very much upon the Perſpicuity,” Regularity, 
and Order of our Notions. Many c plain 
want of Memory, when the DefeQ is in 
eir Judgment. And others, While they 
925 at all, retain nothing. In order then 
to relieve this Infirmity of Memory, it were 
an excellent way to confine.our Search and 
Meditation to à few Objects, and to have 
theſe clearly and methodically handled. 14 
Catechetical way of expounding and a 
ing the Radimemts of our Faith if done as 
it dae to be, is of great Service to Fes: 
ns 


18 


fons of all Ca 4 atities ; but eſpecially to thoſe 
of meaner, © "Por thus they may not only be 
enriched with the "Knowledge of the maſt 
sfefut Things, and of the Grounds on which 


Vhineinition Whit, 


Oblig Fol either to „ ee 

toward; but alſo may be furniſbed: 
with gerieral Principles of Reafon, by hic 

55 Reer 'their Judgment 1 in a Caſes; x 

With 57 "Heads of Faith and Mo. 

5 to Mhich they may be able to reduce | 


moſt of ' what tlie read or hear. ' Thirdly, 4 


*Fis with the 'UnderRtanding: as with th 
Eye of the Body "0#8 ſees” further off, 
and in 4 feinter F ht; but aAnobher fe 
as well With regard 6 all the Vſer of Lite, 
who yet requires has the Object ſhould 
be wearer; and the Light better. Men, of 
flow Capacities muſt not he daring or eh: 
ate in paſſing their Sentence, and form- 
ing their Notions. They muſt examine whe- 
ther the Matters they enquire after be 


not too remore and obſcure? Whether the 


Object may be brought nearer, and placed 
in a better Light; or whether they may 
be furniſhed with Telefcopes or Microſcopes 
fit for them?” If not, they muſt quit the 
Search of ſuch Truths as 1978 and un- 
neceſſary for them: By which means they 
will, 0 leaſt, avoid being deceived or per- 
pled; which f is no ſmall Advantage. To 
enriched with a kind of Univerſal Ruam- 
ledge is a great Thing; but I doubt 70 
great 
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great for Man. «Next to this is, to he en- 
dowed with a Knowledge of nere 17 and 
important Truths; and to be frerd from = 
rors and Perplexity in — of any Mo- 
ment And methinks'it were no great Ex- 
ceſb of Modeſty or Hamoliq for . to be 8 
ee Nein e DOT: of QI A 
31 There is no great Need 2 
- wing. in order 'S true Illumination, Our 
iour did not exact of his Diſciples, as a 
neceſſary Preparation for His Dactrine, 
the: Knowledge of Tungues; the Hi o of 
Times, or Matare; Log icł, 22 byficks, Ma. 
thtmaticks, or the like. Thefe indeed 8 4 
ba ſerviceable to many excellent Ends: T 
may ä Acco —— of the Mind 7 
great Ornaments and very en ter- 
taiunments of Lie: T wc v may f de, Grally 
very excellent and neceſſary! Iniftraments of 
Or Introduction to ſeveral. ' Profeſſions or Eu. 
ployrrents. But as to Perfection and Hap: 
flineſs, to theſe: they can never be indiſpen- 
ably neceſſary. A Man may be excellent. 
1 tabichally. Good, without more Law 
aages than one: He mays be fully per- 
waded of thoſe great Traths,' that will 
render him Maſter of his Paſſions; and in- 
dependent of the World; that will render 
him eaſy and: uſeful in this Life, and glo- 
rious in anather, though he be no Logtcian 
nor Metaphyſician. Yet would I not all this 


while be ſuppoſed to exclude the Uſe of 
N true 
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_ to prove their Imparriatity or Free- 


= — — — . DS AE AS”. AIC © — — ] ⏑— ,, gs 
— 0. - K — r - FRY 2 O 2 8 * * » bs 
_ 7 N " N * 5 3 „ * _ 0 — 2 8 SOA Re ANTS es... - 5 — - 
2 
* * 4 | : 
* . 
8 . 


; * 


— Aulus, 


ment. Fho 

the eaneſt Capacity — — 
per Perfectiun; that is, ſuch a Meaſure of 
Komi eage, as may make the Man truly 
yet the mote capaciaus an 
Man's Soul is, and the more enlarged his 
Kypowleage, oe more perfect and happy he. 
„A. The Qaaliſicatiuns previouſly neceſſary 
to — mar are two on three" Moral ones, 
implied in that Infant Temper: our Saviour 
required in tlioſe who would be his Diſci- 
ples; Theſe are Humility „Fannie and 

a: Thir# or Love of I rad, Fürſt, — 
He that will be taugbr of God muſt not be 
proud or confident! ure I He muſt = 
over-rate his on Parts and Capacity; nor 

lean too ftifly to his ow» Under e f He 
muſt firmly believe, that Nlamination is 
the Work of Gad; and on Him be muſt 
depend. He muſt confeſs the Weakneſs of 
his own Facalizzs; the natural Poverty and 
Indigence of his Vnderſt anding; ; and ſo lock 
up 10 God, Who is the Fountain of Wiſaom; ; 
and giveth Gract to the — but reſpſteth 
the proud. Secondly, In: ae of Jude ee 
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or a certain Purity or — 
H I may be allowed to ſpea 


Tha 


þ =_ Undrnfandling may 2 C4) pable. of = 


ht, it muſt not 4 bluse and ſtain- 
the alſe Principles : 1 muſt not bebyaſgd 
nor influenced by any corrupt — 
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dam of Judgment, abandon themſelves to 

the Scrupulouſneſs of Scepticiſm and a Wan- 
ton Itch of endleſs . and Con- 
tradiction. But I cannot think it neceſ-- 
ſary to our Freedom and Impariiality, to de- 
ny the Evidence of our Senſes; to oppaſe 
the Vyiverſal Reaſon of Mankind; and to 
ſhake. off all Revereuce for the Integrity of 
Man, and the Heracity of God. No, this 
ſayoues too much, either of Oſtentalion, or 
of ara and unexperienoed Afﬀectotion: of 
ngw Theories and Speculations. He ſe- 
cures his Freedom ſufficiently, he ene 
his Reaſon againſt the Force of groundleſs 
Erqpoſſelſinus, and ſenſeleſs Modes and Ca. 
toms z aga inſt the Laſts of the Boch, and 
Fo, —— of Parties; who keeps a 
tit Eye upon the Motions and Tenden- 
cies of his mferiogr; Nature; Who admits 
not che Dictates of a Single Nenſon ot Party 
for Gathalick, Reaſon ; i ho gonſiders, that 
there are Revplutioms of Philoſophy and Qpi- 
mne as well as of States and Kingdoms ;,and 
Judges well of Times and Men, ere he pay 
much Deference to Authority, But, Third 
„ This is not all that is neceſſary to any 
campleat Degree of 1/lumination.  ' mpartia- 
ly is neceſſary to the firſt Dammgs of it; 
but if we would have it enereaſe, and 
diffuſe itſelf into a ay" ina Day of Spiritual 
Wiſdom-and Underſtanding, we mult hunger 
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fuel Mind 
us för the firſt Rodi. 


is neceſſa Veto qualify us 


_ mms of Truth; but we muſt'be inflamed” 


with Dore and Love of it, ere we ſhall” 
enter into che Suh or Receſſes of it: 
Therefore our Saviour invites to him every 
aus that thirſts, John 3. 37. And St. Perer 
exhorts us, 4 nem born babes ro deſire the- „. b 


cere milk of the word, that we may grom there 


25 Epiſt. 2.8, And St. Paul imputes the 
amnation of rhoſe rhar periſb, to want" "of 5 

love of the truth, 2 Thefſi>. 10. This too 

rrifling to object mne bes ems g te 185 


thirſt after What we do not ino For ir 


concerns every Man to enguire what will 
become of him for ever; and if he be al- 
ready aſſured — th 1 is another World,' 
and a glorious Salvation to he atrained;ije 
is * to thirſt after the Reſolution of 
ſuch Queſtions as theſs, Whar ſhall I ds to: 
be ſaved? What "ſhall: I do to inherit an 
Eren Life? And ſuch is the Beauty ef 
Aluminating Truth, that every Glance of it 
kindles in our Hearts the Love of it: And 
ſuch its boundleſs Perfection, that the more 
we knom, the more ſtill ſhall we defite co 
know. Havinꝑ thus oonſider'd what - 
lifies Man for Aan my next Buſineſs 
is do enquire, Ii biw 8 * 11 14/71 
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208. 2. ichen one thus qualiſied is, to do for. 
teat re it.; — the Advice 
that Ican think fit hereto given, may 
Wann mr aan e © 01 1 5 
AI ls 35 bits N00 95 9147 
Nn. That we a, nog. ſuf our. Miads.to 
be eng rd in queſt of Knowlpdgeforelgn.r0 


our Purpaſſe oss bby. ſt 3 „8 0 
2. pply- our ſelves with a very 
render and ſenſible Lemm 0 aha. Study. of 


Haninging Truihs. 
3, Thaz weratt pr EN to toſs Meas 
ſures-of {Light which we have artain d. 


4. That. frequently and conſtantiy 
address our falves to God by. Ret: for * 


ion Of his en Dn & 6 5901080 
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a natural and neceſſary Conſequence of what 
has been already ſaid concerning 1 
tion. For if Ilamination conſiſt in the 
I ing 
er 


nina- 
- 
all ſort of Truths, but the moſt 
inpori ant, ſuch. as purih and 
perf &.c our Nature; ſuch as e us [a- 
cred and mM Pleaſure, and all, the R ewerds 
that flow. from' our Adaptinn to God ; At, is 
then pla in, Taue would be Perfett, ovght 
not to amuſe and diſtract his Mind i in Kur 
ſuit of ert | og divernive Knowledge : | at 
he ought. o hun, a0d.nas toadmit what- 
424 is apt to er, e, gs ad nf defile bye, 5 
Mack 10 fx his Th Ghee, Medi 
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Tlinmination M hat, 
Meditations to the great - Traths\ of the 


He that :knows- the only- tyut God, 
Chriſt whow' he huth ſent; knows 
c. to oo e hith-to Verde, and td of 
the way to Glory and everlaſting Life. 
that Kae rhe bat Jeſus 25 fty! and bom 
in ordr to Pease, 
; enough t rg prom promves; Holineſs 
50. \ Bound an Joy os 
G „ 

Yer muſt 77 0 our hives with a 
Nie and ſenfibſe Bestes, ko xhẽ Study of 
Whomindting Tris. This Rule muſt be un- 


der ffod to efjoin Three Things. 1“ — 


8 * in. 5 — g Doktr 

ropo and in eng — 
Vat and Falſhogd, 2. Cake Diligence and 
Polluſtry to encteaſe and enlarge our! Kpow- 
ledge. 3. Frequent and Kerio 1 no es 


a Triiths WE know. 


1. There oel of: Weir cane in the 

2 And Examination — Dottraves.” This 
"Scripture [it ſelf Tequemly pit” 8 us in 
mind of: And not without Reaſen; be- 
cauſe the Devil ſows his ter amoi ſt the 
et, Errors, and theſe too fatal afid de- 
ſtruckive ones, are frequently obtruded up- 
on the World for = Revelationy'of God; 
and 52 Party, may, every ſigh Author, 
lays the Streſs: of ' Salvation on their pets 
dar And "diftihguiſhing Opinions. Beloved, 


believe 


ther 4 


dt nf G of 
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perth 
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to multi e oy of 
on this" Occaſio 5 As Peat a 
e ReAtitiitle' an 


Purity = wg ind, 
Happieſs bt our Liy 
els of 'Eretpity* has 

4 Doertoce, t 


hide, ev "this we hereby kf 5 c 
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perfor antÞ FB 15 greater 857 1 


—— is 5 ary joy than in 4% NI 
ter Ck > "becauſe there 15 0. U 
2 — Bad Money, or EE 5 
ialtead good; an ill 101 or Conue aue 
inſtead of a _ 5 ſe _ Rea in- 
pboeriſh us : Bad Drwps in 0 
infelt che pn 2h, 4 fry the 2571 
But What is Aff his to tlie diſmal Conſe- 
quences of rror And Hereſy, which 5 . 
weriſbes\ and '5 Hs A Mind,” perverts the 
-Lef ft, and” A to. all Eternit 2 
The Example nel 'Beyea; 915 never fo - 
got: And ited never aleo be on 
Decaſon. We muſt admit nothing 5% 
alſent 70 nothing” without examining * the 
Ground en whict it ſtands. Credality, Pre- 
cipitation; And Confidence are irreconcilable 
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dſe and necx 
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4 76 Fu —.— e Wiſdom 
| Treaſures - 
aſc "mot infinite; and, it fares with thoſe 
ha! . as With a Traveller. when 
al cends a rf 1 hr? — 
ſt⸗ ; enlarges, Horizon, an 5 9 
20 Countries, ne, Pleaſures, to bis Eye. 
A Coun Lap Negli Benet, if we do not 
daily 775 the:Compeſs. of our . N 
ppb zem of Things grow not more diſ- 
| a Our Belief; of them 
nd, teddy. This is to grom in 
;the, 1 e of. Chriſt Jeſus 
1 W. to have the 


naerſtanding openea 1. 17. 
.be filled 877 the knomlea of ns 
Fits n and underſtanding, Col. 1. 9. 
18 IS, finally, far the word of God, to dwell 
in us richly, .Col..3..16.. And of what In- 
Portance this 1 is, Ss manife(t from what I 
ve before roved.: Namely; That 1lu- 
ination corifilts not in a cr ulous and iy- 
grounded, in a gr and, Aae ar; . 
"confuſed, and. obſcure, or mnie 
e 5 but in à clear. ide, yg 
# well eſtabliſhed one. And theacqui- 
ſuch a one demands a very . diligent 
5 an indefatigable Study of the Word of 
1. Io fill the Mind with numerous, 
great, and beautiful Idea, and rheſe clear 
and diſtintt; to have them engraven in 
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the Mer 
to have them lodged and diſpoſedd in hat 
Order, as to be able in a ſtant ke have 
Recourfe to them; to diſcern and Fon 
ſtrate plainly the Common and Depend 
of one upon another,; und tf he eſt eſtidn- 
able Evidence of each; klis Is a Sn of 
Time and Labour; the Fruit of a Regular 
and Aſſiduous Searth after Truth; and if the 
Capacities and Fortunes of all Ve — I 
not ſuffer them to come "up to thin they 
muſt come as near as they can. But! fac 


A 


a Search as"this be #ot"fleceffary to pereprate! 


the Depths, and to diſcovt# th 'Beauties'o 
Divine ruths, or to ce the World a: 
our ſelves of che Certdinry" of them; 
certainly ut it we'ſhall never be 4 
to extrath their” Force and Veri arid rs) 


rive ' Parity and Nouriſhent from 
which is the next Tir plied. in the 
& ; QI FILL BE $302 all 


Rule laid down. 
3. We muſt make frequent and ſerious 
Reflections on the Truths we do know. This 
again naturally follows from the Notion of 
Thumination as it is before ſettled. For if it 
is not every Nuomledge of the beſt Things 
that ſuffices for Hiamination, but à Vital 
and Operative one, that is, a well -ground- 
ed, clear, diſtin&, and well. digeſted ones 
it is plain, that conſtant; daily, and de- 
vout Meditation is neteffary to WMitminn- 
ton; becauſe tis not a tranſient and per- 

O 3 functory 


9 


1 
fo mg gel into. 
nd Shremgih + make. it mic 
"all our. Aﬀections, and fall aur. 
e that We amel Tran 
and Delight, And A- 
„that excellent-and ele- 
undder the. Od. Taſfament 
| | daily,ipay, almoſt 

cboyeriant. in the Bopk of God : » = 
12 n pa e anately devoted - — Re = 
— * zhah in Trea- 
far, 3 e than is amok profi- 
9 % f,QF. engaging Ter ſionõ 
of Lite Dim thi kind. of Madzzetion on God, 
al eſa, the glad, and aur ſola, that can 
alone * uaint us thoroughly with each: 
Tig this: kind of Meditation on Death and 
adament, Heaven and Hel cher can make 
us. miſe ano Sal lain. 
The Sum of all that 1 * faid on this 
e gamounts to thir: That Illumination 
HUE. to be attained without d K 
440 90 It 18 indeed the Gift... of . 
Bur een Will never beſtow. 3 4 
— e Who a and ſeeb, and knack, 
Divine Boumty and Human Tuduftry do here 
17 n accord i F he Spirit of God Ae 
ral ly 


ns them together; and tis BU“ 


rally j 


them, Fro. 2, 4, 5, G. bas, ſeeks}: her 4. 
ſilver, and - ſearch "for: er a bid treafares; 


then ſbalt thou under ſtand: the fear of the Lord, 
7 miſdam ; aut M his moutli cometh tnom- 

gage e Nor will any one 
ſurely think it much to devote his Time 
and Lalaur to the Attainment of Illumination. 
For hat is there that can more juſtly 


challenge, or better deſerve-bath? Can las- 


joe. here i 222 dar what. Ha from 
Hiſdom, that is either pure, | great, orilaſting. 
Can Buſes. What Bukioels, can be of 
greater Importance, than what: ſecures our 
Salvation, Que Eterniy Wiſdom thun is phe 
principal thing, therefore gat miſdum: au wish 
Al thy getting, get under landing, Prov. 4. 5. 


and,, aß 1 Man toi gb about to ej 
(Prov. 
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for without chis, the moſt delirable Poſſeſ- | 


ſiaus and Pleaſares of Life are but Cheats and 


IUuſions, Miſchiefs and Snares. For the turn- 
ing away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them; aud he 
A 4 TTY SIT7% 7 14117 


Sp: Nen 


| $73 $17 YF; £71 2443! 13 CHI titiffs 
3. That we act conformable to thoſe A.- 


ſures of, Light which we have attw . Phe 
mare ſpiritual we grow, the fitter we Are 
for the Reſidence of God's Spirit, and the 


more capable of his Inflauexces. The more 
ve ſuhdue all inordiuate Aﬀettions, the clearer 
does the Vnderſtanding grow, and the more 
4 4 | Q 


4 abſolute 
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 divients'of Wiſdom” 


dept ues and 


Lluminlrion Whit, 
abſolutt its Aar horithu: The bar of God, 
if it be complied with and obe yed; While 


it renders us more liſte God, * us 
more eur td him too: Andre Favour, if 


it be not our on Fault, ualifies us for 


another. Whoever ſhall vbſerve the Scrip- 
tures, ill find that Molineſi and Hlumina. 
tian advance With equel Steps, and row 
up by the ſame Degrees of Maturity : That 
as we paſs on fromthe! we ron to che Mi 
aao of Vert ut, ſo do we the ft Ra- 
to the Heights and N 
ferter of it. But on the other Hand, Lat 
obſcures and eclipſes the Light Within: Gin 
ts Out Prinriples: And 
white we rendunce our Venut, 0 quench 
or chaſe. away the Cpirir. Into a thulicious Soi 
wiſdum ſhall nor nter; nor dwelt in "the body 
that is ful jechunto Sen For the holy ſpirit 

-  difedpline' will flee decir, and remove 

' thoaghts thar are without underſtanding ; and 
will not abide wine" m0 pg ct comerh's in, 
- Wiid. t. , 5. 0 a ob 

75 We LAS frequently and- conſtantly 
es our ſelves to God by Prayer,” for 


- che Nlaminationof his Grace. There is no- 


thing that we do not receive from above : 
And if the moſt '#xconſider able Things be 

the Gift of God, from har Fountai but 
from bim can e expect Illamimarion ? The 
Kaptures of Poets, the Wiſdom of Law- 
givers, the nobleſt Pieces of Philoſophy, and 


anlernen, a 
indecdall Prat ghd Egerer F 
formances, 2 the Pag ches 


netally attfibüte d to A. De ne Inſpiration. 
And the 04 T5 ament aftibes a. tranſcen- 


WP "Vit! even” in Aris and. Trades to the 


Sp; ae God. It is not therefore to be 
8 250 5 at, "If Illumination be attributed 
e New. a, ind Under- 
Yonſei eee rn of Santtity; an 
Urn” muſt proceed from the /; anttifyi 
$ Vit. We muſt therefore conſtantly of 
up to God, and depend upon Him for 
lumization ;, we muſt earneſtly prey in the 
Words.of St. Paul, That the God of. our Lord 
ſus Chriſt, the father glory, would give 
wth ſpirit of of wi dom and revelation, 
75 5. J. 17. This De —_— upon God, 
in | creat of be. on our een 


after Xpowledge, puts te lind into the 
beſt Diſpoſition” Ni Frame to attain it: Be- 


cauſe it naturally frees and diſer 
from thoſe Paſſions, Prejudices, and Diſtra- 
ions, which'\otherwiſe entangle and dif- 
turb it, and render it incapable of raiſed, 
ſedate, and coherent Thoughts... But what 
is more than this, © there in repeated and 
expreſs Promiſes made it; ſo that it can ne- 
ver fail of Succeſs: Ait, and it ſball be 
en you, ſeek, and J ſhall find, knock, and it 
Bars ent to you. The Reaſon of which 
is 40 14. ü being evil, know how to 
give good 22 unto your children; how much 
more 


ages it 


4 145 6 # of phi 2 75 
1 Fue 14 m 4 
77 Wo and. it ſpall . give 
or 178 oubt. but 0 55 
55 bun, verified to H pg 
3 4 ons 4/7 
9 de A Blevatlo fone 


We Ng. e 8 # bi 4 
of Spirits, by 797 7 oy es 
2 8 4 Cond mg 


the 2 . 
9 5 kt 1 #0 Tgy&a (pos — Ta 
of general, Uſe: or 1 55 ene ſince 95 


Canon of Ve ture MN this, Sup 
be du e Faith and 2 


oe 14 ay 
i a od 0 Son 


To ARIA 6 a AT 
; . Non 


of. Seripfure. . © Secondly, i% 

99 us £0 Tor deer a1, 0 

f thoſe Th ings. We have, yet but an in- 
5 fect and general. Fuerte ge of and. to 

fix and imprint them in more laſting, as 
well as more . -haraQers in our 
Minds: Or it may recal to our Remembrance 
ſuch © Things as are WARE, and. ae 


DO 


and ham Attained 


ten: Or finally, it may produce in us a 
more earneſt and ſteddy Application to 


che Ttuth of God. Tdi, 1 fee no Rea- 


ſon Why the Spirit may not vouchſafe us 
particular Impulſes, Directions, and Intima-- 
tions upon extraordinary Occalion and /ud- 
den Emergencies; where Holy Wriz affords. 
us no Light, and Human Prudence is at a 
9%. Nor does any thing chat I attribute 
to the Spirit in all this, detract or dero- 


. 


the from the Dignity. or the Efficacy of 


16 Scripture. This then I conceive is what 
e Spirit does in the Work of Illumination. 
But how it HOES, it is not neceſſar), nor, I 
doubt, poſſible to be determined. Nor ought 
our Ignorauce of this to be objected againſt 
the Truth of Divine Illumination. We are 
ſure we «nderſtand and remember, and exer- 

ife a Freedom or Liberty of Will, in our 
-hoices, Reſolutions, and Actions: But the 
Manner how we do this, is an Enquiry 


that does hitherto, for , ought I can ſee, 


A , 
. — 
nd >, 


wholly ſurpaſs and. tranſcend our Philo- 


I will here cloſe this Chapter with a 
P ow of Fulgentius, Lib. 1. Cap, 4. After 
he has in the Beginning of the Chapter diſ- 
claimed all Pratences to the ſetting up him- 
Brethren, he breaks out into theſe devour 


and pious. Words----- * I will not ceaſe. to 


F Pray, that our true, Meter and Doctor 


— 


„Truths Which I know; to be reforn 


Illumination Whit, 


©Chri Jeſar, either by the Oracle of his 
© Goſpel, or by the Converſation of my Bre. 


* thren or Joint-diſciples; or elſe by the ſe⸗ 
© eret and delightful Inſtruction of Divine 
© Inſpiration, in which, without the Ele. 
ments of Letters, or che Sound of Speech, 
Jruth ſpeaks with fo much the ſmeeter, as 
the filler and ſofter Voice; would vouch 
© ſaſe to teich me thoſe things, which I ma 
4 > propoſe, and ſo aſſert, that in all my Ex- 
fitions and Aﬀertions, I may be ever. 
ind conformable, and obedient, and 
* m to 1h Truth which can neither 
60 Deceive, nor be Deecpel. For it is Tritth 
© it ſelf that ehlightens, confirms, and aids 
c me, that I may always obey and aſſent 
« to the Truth. By Truth I deſire to 1 
informed of thoſe many more Thir 
©'which I am Ignoram of, from whom 1 
© have received the few IKknow. Of Trath 
beg, through preventing and «fiſting 
© Grace, to be inſtructed in whatever I 
het know not, which conduces to &; 


« Intereſt of my Vertue and Happineſs; 
<.to be preſerved and kept ſtedfaſt in thoſe 


and rectiſied in thoſe Points, in v 
as is common to Man, I am miſtatthy; 
<'to be confirmed and eſtabliſhed in t 
Truths wherein I waer; and to be d 
© livered from thoſe Opinions: that are'##- 
* roneows or hurtful, I beg, mas that 


3 


Trath 


* 


— 
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a {Truth may ever find, both in m y Thoughts 
and Speeches, all chat ſound * whole- 

„ ſome Doctrine I. have received from ts 
5 * Gift; ; and'that it would alwayscauſe me 

1% utter thoſe Things which are 2 
able to i ſelf in the Cafes ures and con- 
K ſequently acceptable to een Ou 
er mart TH 0 


fanny) Fa 
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jk berty in general. 1 be.Notion of it te- | 
£13 4; ated, 4 2 he Fruits of this a 
Liberty). 1. Sin be eing 4 great Evil, Deli- 
eee from: ir js great Happineſs. 2. 4 
Freedom and. Pleaſare in oy Acts of Righte- 
0 Lege. and, good Worts, 3. Ihe near Re- 
lation by een omen : ane, . 5 4. — 
reat Fruit ternal Life, with 4 | 
oy Ie 2 10 Een ter Deliverance > 
D e die % „oe ib Par Done 
E 7 E. R 1 er is. ho 
of A Perfe#ion-of the Underſtanding, l- n 
lows Liberty, which. is the Perfettion of the 
Will, In treating of which; I ſhall, Fir#, 
give an Account of Liberty in general: 
then diſcourſe of the ſeveral Parts of it ; as 
it regards Wickedneſs, 2 Human 
e and e orruptiun. 
706 9. 1. What 


f 
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Of Chriſtian — 


- 4. 1. What Liber is. There have been 
ſeveral Miſtakes a bout this, Matter: But 
theſe have been ſo ahſurd vr. extravagant 
e deſigning or ſenſual; chat they "Need 
not, I think, a ſerious Refurtrion. How. 
ever, ris neceſſary in a Mord or two to re- 
move this Rrbbiſh and Lamber Gut of my 
Way, that I may build up and eſtabliſni the 
Truth more eaſily and regularly. Some 
then have placed Chriſtian Trberty in De- 


| liverance from the Moſatck Toke. But this 
is to make our Liberry\confift in Freedom 


9 3 Inſtitutibns, hen they en- 


from a Toke to which we were zever ſub- 
ject; and to make our Glorious Redemption 
from the Tyranny of Sin, and the Meſery 
chat attends it, dwindle ifo an Immunity 
from extend Rites * hp $ is 
true, the Mfoſaiot Inſtieut ion, as far 2s 1 
confiſted in outward 'Obſervantes and 

cal Rites, is now diſſolved; the YM be- 


ing come; -who-was the Subſtance of thoſe 


Snom; nets? Beaury lineſs bein 
unfolded and diſplayed, 25 an ty Var 
= her Face. But haf! is this to . 
2 Hethority ? Or to rhofe Eceleſ 
ah, which ate no Part 
Naaſuct % Lobe From: the” Abtoggtiqu fh- 
—__ or Abolition of Nu and I Type 
Religion one may (infer, Fir, That c 
-ftianity muſt be a Rares Worſhip, a Mo- 
ral Spiritual Service. And therefore, Setnd- 


1 


OF Cbriſtian Liberty in general. 
Any thingias a nereſſan and eſſential 
e 
ſoz or hen they impoſe ſuch Rives, as thro?. 
the. Number or Nature of them; cheriſh 
Superftstipn;, — rhe Goſpth: weaken its 
Force or pro enſome to us, are to he 
nd N with. Thus 

much is plain, and nothing farther. There 
have been Others, ho have run into more 


intolbrable Errors. For ſome have placed 


Cbriſtian Liberty in Exemption from the 
Laws of M, And Orbers, - advancing 
igher, in Exemption even from the 
and immuable La ws of God, But the 
Tah and Miolrdneſr of theſe Opinions faffi 

ciently-confurexhem :' Since tis notorious to 

everyone, that dience and Auurthy is 


* , # 
% 
* 
2 


as flat a Contradiction to the Peatedbleneſs, 


as Voluptuonfmeſs and Luxury is to the Fat 
rity 2 Wiſdom mhich is u above. 
But how abſurd and wicked 
Notions are, yet do we find them greeti 
embraced wy N propagated 
2 ad en abs * k "Pf 
che 1 [ ca, iP 

riliuniſts, Liberties, and I know: — 
other Spa wn of Heli, reviving in Dei and 


ver theſe 


Hrbeiſti. Theſe. indeed do not ladvance 


choit Etrors under a Pretence of Ohriſtian 
Liberty, but, which is more ogy oa: 
46f; ſcandalous of the twoy'in open Dej 


and confeſſed; Oppfinion to Glnyftianity. 


te 
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Of Chriſtian: Liberty iu gederalt 


tell us, that we impoſe upon the World 
falſe: and 2 antaſiick Notions of Vortae and! 
Liberty : That Religion does enſſame Man, 
not fer him frre; wing he N 
groundleſs and ſuperſtit ious Frinciples, 
reſtraining and infringing our true a 
tural Laber: Which, if e Will believe, 
them, conſiſts in giving Nature] its: full 
Swing; letting looſe the Reins to the moſt! 
head-ſtrong Laſs, and the wildeſt and the 
moſt corrupt {neg inetions: But to this, 
"tis eaſy; to anſwer, That while theſe Men 
attempt to eſtabliſh their Errors, and for- 
tify their Minds in them, by Arguments of 
{me fort cr other, as they do; tis plain, 
that they ſuppoſe and acknowledge; with 
#5, That they ought to be ruled and; go» 
verned by 12 And if | this / 9995 
then, by e uence, true - 
berty- muſt conſiſt, not in doing what w 
% bur What we ought; not in following 
gur Laſt or Tanq, but aur Reaſon; not in 
eing exempt from Lam, but in being 4 Law 
to our ſelves; And DVI Lappeal to all the 
World, wWherher the Diſciphne of Heride, 
or Libertiniſm:;| whether the Schools of Epi- 
laura, on Chriſt, be the Way to true Li- 
al to the Experience of Man- 
kind, whether Spiritual or Senſual Pleaſure; 
whether the Love of God and Vertue, or 
the Love of the World and Body, be the 
more like to qualify and diſpoſe us us to e 


and 


Of: Chefs Liberty iv babe“ 
the Dictates of ſober and ſdlid Reſon, But 
the Truth is, here is no neetÞ of Wrgwmints's - 
The Lives and Fortunes of At heifit and Def 
procla im aloud what a glorious Rind. of L 
_ they are — to bleſs —— In ö 
2 Pet. 2. 19. erty, 
rhemiſebver ors the, > ode rhe ring And 
this Corruption draws on their Ruin. The 
diſhonourable/ and miſerable Coarſes, & | 
which theſe poor Wretches are: plunged; 
and in which, generally, they periſn be- 
fore their Time, are ſuch an õpn Contra 


diction to Resſon, that no Man doubts bur 


that they have abandoned i Conduct, 
that they have given themſelbes up to that 
of Luft and Humour; and thatthey ear? 
neſtly endeavour to force or »betray their 
| Reaſon into a Compliance to ſereen tllemſelves 
from the Reprœmch and Diſturbance of 
their own Mint, and from the Shame 
and Contempt of the World: I have dwelt 
long enough on chi Argument. Fis now 
time to paſs on, 4nd reſolve what WN 
Liberty really s. 1 2 E 
This is in a manner evident from what 
has been ſuggeſted already. For if Reaſon 
be the governing Faculty in Man, then the 
Liberty of Man muſt conſiſt in his Sub- 
jection to Reaſan: And ſo Chriſtian Liberty 
will be nothing elſe but Sub jection to Rea. 
/on enlighten d by Revelation: Two Things 
therefore are avi to ttue Ligerty A 
_ | P | 


clear 


\ > 


ccc 
—B— a ed I 2 
9 * 4 * * = 
g 3 9 
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©. Chriftian Liberty in genenal. 


clear and unbyaſſed + gu and a Power 
and Capacity of g ronformabie to it. 
This is a very ſhore, ä Acoouve. of 
Lilerp. 1 and : {vporinca\conſtitute 
dur Slavem : Ubi and Strength our Free- 
amn. Man is then free, When his Reiſon 
V not awed by vile Tea, or bribed by 
Vier Hopes: When it is not tumultuouſly 
tranſported and hurried away by Laſts and 
 Paffions;: nor; cheated and deluded by the 


gilded : Appearances of Sophiſficated Good; 
but it deliberates impartial, and commands 
 effectunkly.. And decauſe the great Obſtacle 


of this Liberty is Sin; becauſe natural and 
dantratted Cor are the Fetters in 
Which we are bound; becauſe: the lam in 
a the lady wars againft tle Jami the mind, ob- 
ſeuring the Light, and enſeebling the Aa- 
 #horuy-of Rein; hence it is chat Chriſtian 
Heri is às truiy as commonly deſcribed 
by a Dominion over the :Boxy, —.— ſub- 
our co Affedtium, and De- 

— from Sen. Erh Notion of Li- 
berty may be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed upon 
that Account of Servitude or Bandage which 
the Apoſtle gives us, Rom. . here he re- 
pPreſents it as confiſting in Impotence or In- 
ability to do thoſe things, which God com- 
mands, and Reæaſon approves: For to will is 
preſent with me; hut how to perform that which 
* good, T1 find. not, Ver. 18. Liberty there- 
fore muſt on the a conſiſt in _ 
W 67 
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ab, go: only co ml, but e 
obeying thoſe Commangyre Ach wie Ons 
191 but . 5 1 55 and Js ft, 
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ae fuſs 


5. . 
1 - be 8 755 
e ſoc. 
JA 4 Jeb | 
wth Track," ind th 


Pal 


that 8 4 . ag 
the, 741 4.64 n Sin- 
ner in 7 7 7* 5 png the ay of; a 
Saint in For there, Ver. a. he 
tells us, That 00 che le aw of the (pirit of life has 
ſet the true Chriſtian — rom che lam 
Sin and Death. And lets us 2 
wherein this Liberty conkls. in walking, not 


after. the 9 Jer the ſpirit; in the 
n of 5 Oy of a, and - 
ftttution of the _ to its Juſt . 

2 


r 
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ILY 


* and Aarhority. 


Chrif be in you, the body 
% bf fin ; but" the iris is th 54 
ae of "rug feen 295 Ver 18. And all this 
ierbe ame "thitg With his Deſcription of 

Chip. 6. Ae , "tis nothing ele, 
bat for a Man to pe made free, from ſin, 
and ent the ſervant of God. Thus then 

Shave a hin A&ount- of Bandage and 
Yet for the c | amiſs 85 | 


mplea 9 Ablo⸗ 
ferent e a of 
e Thus, in [ome 


Mea, not their Wil 88 but thei very 


Reſon is enſla ved. bei Unith}t anding "is 
10 far infatuated, ov Affections d in- 
rely capxivated, "that 18 f \ Conflict 


unt all between the N Mind and che 5755 
| 2 Without any N 


hand, or any Refsyſt TR wilt 
Their ſoared Lege making no Remon- 


yok, :infliting go Npundt, nor denoun- 
any Threats. This is the Taff Degree 
— Vaſſalage.” Such are ſaid in Seriprure to 


be dead in treſpuſſes and ſms.” Others there 
are in whom their Luſt and A 


ppetite 
pretuils indeed, but not without Oppo Hor. 


They Reaſon rightly; and, Which is the 
natural Reſult of AN have ſome Deſires 


and Oe of e, 2 But e 


387 N art. 
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che „ of che Body, 0 


Ale "bu 8 — 1 1 8 8 e 1 
woe a it has ho 85 no Force 
rh 7 be obehen p | 35 e e 4 

Ac inations, es 2n orts.: 
bet one * Fe 5 0 


ey prove weak ineffect 
and 's unable to grapple with Uh 4 
Paſſion raiſed 22 585 Body. And as Ban. 
aage, ſo Liberty is of Jent Degrees, and 
different Stre Ooh. For though Ling may 
be able to 157 ; Yiees there is much 
poſition” from 95 Boch, yet tis plain that 
H is m olute and compleat, * 
he ee 18 Leal, Where pr Body is re- 
uced to an” entire Submiff on and Obfoqui- 
ouſneſs, and "the mol 2 4 an un. 
con trouPd, and unſim . 1 
this'larter is that 2 5 ! 
have my Perfect Man eſe of. Th know 
very well*tis commonly taught by ſame, that 
chers ſuch State: But, I think, this 
Dogrine, if it be throug ghly conſidered, has 
71 8 Scripture, Reg an, nor Experience to 
upport it. For as tp thoſe Places, Rom. 7. 
and Gal. 5. u rged in, favour of an almoſt 
inceflank, front, and tgo frequently 7 
valent "Taſting "of the 100 . the ſpirit 
it has been often aire Ol proved 
„ that the Pe, are ſo belong ng 
| 9 th * war 20 y lr not to 


the | 


© 


Texts 


nion leſs” than Seri . For 
feer Man be a New Creature, if. 


x 2 25 2 N TE , *y g ä q 
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Of 6 0 Inter Liberty in general. 
© the Rege rd But on the contrary, thoſe 
that repreſent le Toke of 0 4 Chr e 12 

and his barthen light © "which. 5 ffirm t 
b 1 Ee. 1 55 vor 9, e grievos i 
fo ſug as Frag Tee in love; 0.4 
hear Witneſs to 17 5 W hi ch OY 
15 5 eal 2880 a 
1 85 


1 
1 
87> 

* 


wed into a New Natare +.it. 9 75 
2 fi in; and his 15 li ive to. rig 

| doe word, if t 

Fim, 25 23 70 it; I cannot 0 h 


Heu nor de 0 for. 1 15 Toy en 


to his Nature; 7 be M ot With 
Pleat! re. and Rea ineſs Fe bat Spirit, 
and” obey thoſe Aﬀections, Which reign and 
fula in him. Nor can I ſee why. a Habit 
if Rizhreouſnefs Thould not have the ſame 
operties with” other Habits ; 3 that is, be 
| ded with Eaſe and Pleaſure in its Ope- 
tions and Actions. *Tis true, I can ea- 
fily fee” why. the Habits o * Righteouſneſs are. 
acer with more D. 22 than thoſe 
of ny other kind: But, 1 a „Leannot ſee, 
When 12 art acquired, , W F they mould 
not be as natural and  elig hif ut te us as 
any other, Lifth, How 45 5 6% ſoever 
| 8 Pe have 0 or the re ſent 18, 1 
75 ſo far diſtt e of my 


97 'Vertu' on Mo as 900 


"wy far lag bely, in 1 in this gy 
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to the Deciſion of Experience. I am 5 


well aſſured, that Truth and Juſtice, 
votion and Charity, Honour and Integt 
are to a great many 2 and Geli 


= 

W 2 
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ful, ſo natural, ſo eaſy, th at it is bart 


to determine, whether they are more 
ſtrongly moved by a Senſe of Du, , or the 
Inftigations of Love and Laender, and 


that they cannot do a baſe Thing Vidvür 


the utmoſt Moreification and Violence to their 
Nature. Nor is all this to be wonder d 
at, if weagain refleQ on what I juſt now 


intimated, that the Pert Man is a zew 


creature, transformed daily glory toigh 
That he is ved by hg ed 1021 


and fortiſied by nem Principles: That he 
is animated by a Divine Energy, and” ſees 
all things by a rruer and brighter Eight ; ; 
through which the thing's of © God a 

lovely and beautiful, the Things che 

World deformedrknd worthleſs; i Jake as to him 
who views them through a Microſcope, the 
Morte of God appear exact and elegant ; 


but thoſe of Man, coarſe, and bungling, and 


"gh. My Oi then, Which aſſerts the 
jolate Liberty of the Perfect Man, is ſuf- 
ficiently proved here, and in Chapter the 
Firſts Ad FI thought it were not, I 
could: eaſily re##force it with frefh Recruits. 
For the glorious Characters that are given 

us in Script, of the ' Liberty of the Chil- 
fry of God, and the bleſſed Frait of it, 


P 4 Peace 


2x6 Of Chriftian — wet 


Peace and Toy in tis Holy Gloſt, vduld eaſi- 
V furniſh me with. invincible Argunioutv: 
Jor would the contrary Opinion Th have 


n able to haue kept the Field: ſo long as 
lit has; done, had it not Been. nn 1 
A weak a nd decayed - Plety ; by the o 

Ales of 1 for grids As: in ſpight 0 
their Sins and Frajthies ; and by 2" ie 
Taken Texts donde voi 3803 
But that this * may, if poſſ ble, 
be freed from a Objections, 1. 1 here 
, berween ieee and 1 

. Affections. B nordinate Affecriont, 
| = an. the Tendoncies of the Soul rowards 
that which is Unlanfal : By Natural, its 
FPropenſion to the Body with which it is 
inveſted; the Deſire of its Health and 
. Eaſe, and the Conveniencies and :Nereſſaries 
of. Life for this end. Nbwiwhen Religion 
.enjoyns Repugnances to the former A 
rites, the Oledience of the Perfect 
has 10 Reladfapcy in it; But hen it * 
joyns Things, as ſometimes dcccaſionally it 

: 122 which thwart and, croſs the larter; 
ere the Obedience even af Chriſt himſelf 
ould. not he exempt from Conflict; for our 

1 57 Appetites, in this Senſe of them, 
will never be put off till our Bodies be. 1 
think this is 5 clear, it needs nat be illu- 
ſtrated by In/tances: Or elſe twere eaſy to 

ew that though good Men have pra- 
cad N lin, Chatity, wen 
Other 


* * 
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other Vertues of this kind with 144 * 8 
Plenſart too; Jet has Nature ſhrunk A 
Fare at Per, ſcution and Martyrdom : Tho 
ven here too. the Coura age. Add Reſolu- 
tion of /tme hath 'appear'd to be much 
above what Human Nature ever ſeem'd: ca- 
pable of. 2. I do not in the leaſt ſuppoſe 
that Nature is ſo change 82700 but that «= 1 
clingtions to ſinful Pleaſure, or Profit, or 
any other forbidden Odject, will ſoon re- 
vive again, even in the Perfelt Man, un- 
leſs he keep a Watch and Guard upon him- 
fel and paſs ay time 9 8 his ſojourning here 
in fear. bject to 2 
De es, not to 5 able to ado. = 
tions, is the Privilege of Souls when ſtrip- 
dof x Mortal Body or cloath'd with 
an 2 4 one. © T 4 then, the Conjun- 
ction of Fleſh and Blood will ever render 
| Kant r Soul obnoxious to carna and 
ly Appetites: 5" the natural A 
ie of the Body do ſo eaſily 445900 
Bounds that vile them from. / 5 ones, 
that the ben of Men can never ſecure, 
Te when tlie Mind is taken up in Con- 
lation, Devotion, Good Works, or en- 
| paged in the Proſecution of ſome juſt an 
oneſt Deſign, or amuſed by ſome in 
cent Recreation: For in theſe Caſes che Bod 
is either made the Inſtrument of of  Righteo 7 
neſe; or at leaſtwiſe, tis de y. baſed 
and Link _ thoſe Objects, to neh 
e it 
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it has too too impetuous a W TL have 
7 5 I think, 15 570 Rated th the Notion 
of true Liberty; and, 0 1 
e. it; And . ho ing to do but 

oceed to the Fruits of 1 it; A which will 
342 for {6 many de or Iudacements 
to! its Aituinment. 4: 10 oh 2 0 


HH] ; 


* 25 ot the F of FENG 


* b may beg reduced r Four 


* 4 Ws: 7 2 
. Ne i n ei 0599 


Ane waa). boi 
10 Sin being a great Ev Bisse 0 
gers it is e "Nan 8 5 Fl 


* e of this Liberty is Gu 


5 mY 78 Eo us a near 1 tg God. 
e c 5 FIR of. ir 18 Fre, 


* | X 15 
Tal "Fife 78 t. * : 10 Es 


1p are al co wit by "the Apoſtle in 
EY 8:2 225 ah What 1 24755 | 
hs. whereof Je are now aſbamed ? 
thoſe. things is death. But 


Wi 1 10 15 de free Tr ſon, and become ſer- 


ave jour fruit unto hol i- 
1, and the end everlaſting life. For the 
wages of fi ſin is death; but the gift of C God i 
era li „ through Jeſus C kg gur 1 
And cheſe are the great Endt which t the 
Goſpel, 182 . law of 7 aims at, 
and for whick it was preached to 12 FA 


a © 
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Of Chr FRE Lites wan 219 
W cl as ap rs from thoſe Words of our 
Lord 8 St. pony „Akts 26,. 177 18. Vnto 
whom, yow I ſend. 0 7 72 "open their eyes, . 
fo turn them heck en 2 light, an from 
the power Satan unto God; that they may 
recti bs orgiuentſs s of. ſins, and. inheritance 4 
dong! them. which are "Tanttified by faith that is 
in nit. T will. here inliſt on t eſe bleſſed 
Effects of Chriſtiap, . tberty ; not only be- 
cauſe the Defign « the Cate demands 
it, but alſo to prevent the being obliged 
to an 1 tedious Repetition of rt here- 
after, Under l 9 N of * 


20 2 N.. . 


3 NB CM ts Js WT 


& 11 rf 


Fin is a "great. Bü 404 FOR 
fore . from the Dominion. of it 
is a great Good. To make this evident, 
we need but reflect a little on the Nature 
and Efes of Sin, If we enquire. into 
the Nature of Sin, we ſhall find that it 
is ; founded i in the S l of the Dignity, 
and defacing the Beauty, of Hamam Natare : 
And chat it con{/ts in the Dartpeſs of our 
Underſtanding, the avity of our AF- 
fections, and the Feb 276 and Impotence 
of the Win. The Under 2 702 6 Fo 
Sinner is incapable of dif 27 5 
tainty and Force of Divine ron, 95 . 
Lovelineſs of Vertue, the unſpeakable 
Pleaſure which now flows from the great 


29d precious Fong . the Goſpel, * 


"Phi n OY 
927 tipgtably Wetter When 11 N 
Day rom the Accomp fiſhment and 
© Bring 0 them. 4 "HS. A ibn, Which, 
ir fad and bent on Pereve, bad 08 Th. 
nates, * they 1 100 W 3 od, 
to he a ort in A 
hd; 3 do no Bay hi 1 "on to 


A eee ones. Ant! by theſe. the 
Mul ik at any time i chance, 5 RN 
en 15 5 erd ſenſible” of its Happi- 


is gene and 1 
Tf . s wet not the | true State of a mner.. © 
f the Spe d of 8 hd not chus 00 iſt in 


the Diforder and Impotence of all the Fa- 
culti of 1 Soul, whence is it that the 
Sa TAE os bir a Wir?" it not evident, 
cat bis Under andin, 5 1s inf, fatuated,. when 
Ao as” it he Were meerly, 9 
AsS'if be had 2 Sal, 5 none bu 
one 1 55 from, 1 * at Wd with, its 
Temper ane and 8 ?, One delig 15 | 
to no higher r. Purpoſe, 225 to contride, 
miniſter to, and e in its Senſualites ? 
Is it not Wire "hat' Bas little Expe; 
ctation of another I who lays # {5 
Treaſures only in 6:6 175 lives 25 hs 
vey born only 70 make proviſion . for h 
to, fulfil the laſts thereof? II "rus 
il Sinners are not equ, a pid ot 12 1 
rate: But even in The in hom "(ore 
Sparks of Upderſtanding and - Conſcience, re- 
main unextinguifhed, h are the web. oy 
res 
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4 now not — > Fey fin 
5000 it, that makes it eagerly, #4/ve 
its ows Miſery. Tis a Hiſaaſe that p 
more imtoler alle Effects in the Scl cha 
Whatever can in the Body. The Pre- 
ominaney of any noxious Humour can 
breed 112 Pain, no e ee equal to 
1 a predominant. Paſſan: No Sears 


- 


behind 1 arg, ba o deformed. aſe loaths 
Jane as: t hoſe of. Vice: : 1 4 that laſt Change, 
which Death- ah ks e when it 
converts a V into Duſt and 
Rottenneſs, is DOE 55 * — er hate. 
ful as that of Jin; when it transforms 
Man into a. Beaſt or Devil. If we do not 
yet ſufficiently comprehend the Nature of 
Sin, by viewing it as it exitts in our Minds 
and Hearts, we any, contemplate i it in our 


e And ert 


ly, 
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or Reins, 785 Kl Worſt Diſeaſe 2 — 
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ris Blindneſs and Fol. 


* 
* Ws Raſhnefs-and)Madies; In 


Ee | 


of Chri hin Lale in bet 


Levity, Falſhood, and Edwardiſe ; 7 
5 thing that is meln and bee: "nn an 
this aggravated by he caused **. 


ftude chat Human Nature is capable 25 


Theſe and the like Refecrions on the Ne 


ture of Sin, cannot chuſe but ren der it 


| _ . 


15 1 ll er. 1610 fi 


nal, We maks any ſerious ones on 
the 2) of they eannot fail of ren- 
g ic frebrful and dreadfai to % Aheſe 
y be" eſpecially reduced to Irs; 
1. The ill Influence Sin has u nN Our Tem. 
poral Oonderns. 2. Guilt, And, 3. Far. As 


to the Firſt of theſe, I hall on fay, that 


we ſuffer very few Evi but at are 
owing ro our on Sint: That it is very 
rarely any Calamit) befals us, but we may 

ut our Finger on the Fhuntain, the Sin, 

mean, from whence the Miſchief flows. | 
Whencs come wars "and fightings among N you, 
faith St. James, cim they nor from pour luſts, 
which mer in your members ?” Thi is every 
jot as applicadle to Private as Publick Con- 
tentions: And where eng, rife, and con- 


rention is,” no evil work, no Diſaſter will he 


long abet. I might run through all the 


different Minds of Evuls that infeſt the Bo- 


dy, or etnbroil the Fortune; that blaſt our 
Hopes, or ſtain our Defires : : And eaftly 
* that vary” all generally ſpring from 

our 


\ 


— 
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our Yices, Nay, what is worſe 8 
ſhew that Sin converts our g into 
evil, and our 22 into bee ente: 
That it renders we f Evils intolerable ;- 
turns Scratches into 12 and Wounds: 


into Gangrenes. But this is too copioas a 
Subject; and would inſenſibly render me 


28g 


Volumindus, when I would be as ſbort as 


poſſibly I can. A Second Effet of Sin is 
Gatit; N is nothing elſe, but a Canſci- 
ouſneſs of having dane all, and an \Obliga- 
tion to ment reſulting from it. And 


though Men often i» with Hopes of In- 


this Suppoſal, that they ſhould fi» without 

ſuffering the Reproaches of their own Minds ; 
Which turely muſt be very uneaſy to them: 
To be perpetually ve at one's om Folly; 
to commir thoſe things Which we inwardly 
condemi, and be in continual Pain leſt they 
ſhould comb To L. bt; to be always diſpleaſed 
at one Tar. and f 4, nor only of the 
Reflections of others, but our own: Ius is, 
methinks, a great Evil, did no other attend 
our Sin. But, Thirdly, Fear is almoſt in- 
ſeparably join'd with Guilt: For Gailt does 
not only damp the Chearfulneſs, and en- 
feeble the Yigour of the Mind, it does 
not only deſtroy that Confidence Man would 
otherwiſe zaturall have in Gad, and ren- 
der him Comardiy and Puſillanimous; but 
it da his Soul with melancholy Appre- 


purity, yet it is hard to imagine, even on 


henſions, 


f 4 


2240 


1 eee 
hehſions, and makes him live continually 
in Tear of Death and Paniſument. And 
thus the Seripture repreſents! the State of 
a Sinner: The: wicked ſer when: nnn purſue; 


but the .riphteous. are hold as 4 lion, Prov. 


28. 1. Faur heart condemn us, t 8 
than auf heart, and knowtth all; t 

3. bereit 0 Peace to the wicked, e che 
Lord, Iſa. 48. 22. Io deliver them, who! 


| chrough fear 45 Arath, were all their life tim 


. way 5 5 ape Towra ariſe. 
in Non are ar gar fulne 
the Hypocrites ; —— ut b ſhell. a 


the devouring fire who mnong t us fh — 


with everlaſting burnings 5? L. 33.4. Nor 
let any one wonder, that „ | 


the gut Gaety:of the Sinner, the Spirit 
thus deſcribes. the: inward Condition of his 


Saul. As long as Men retain the ee .. 
of a Gad, it is impoſſihle they ſhould: 
wholly. free themſelves. from 5 Ker 


him. They m may indeed orget.. him. in the 


ts ef Laſt or Faſon: But in their Inter- 
miſops his Terrors will return upon them 


wich more Violence. Again, as long as Men 


retain the common Principles of Truth and 


Juſtite; if they acknowledge but the Obli: 
_ gation. of that anwerſal 5 N Thoa. ſhalt 


40 to atherts, as thou wouldeſt they ſhould do 


unto thee, tis impoſſible they ſhould reflect 


on their Sims without Regret and"Uneaſineſs'; 
1 is no Sin but has more or! Ike 
4 cata a Re- 
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Repu We ee LO: A Gai 
— As long as Men are * 
ſuaded that there is ſuch a Faculty as C 


ſliunte, that God has ibed them a 


and that they are acc to lim the 
natural 8 ze cannot dhuſe but by 
and upon Otrefſops," ſcourge und torture, 


lance and by And *tis. a hard 
matter rey bereut theſe; Norions':t They are 
ſo natural and” obvious; the Proofs of them 
are ſo ei ;"their | Repgtation and Auth 
rity in tlie World is ſb well eftabliſhed'; and 
the Providence" of Gad ſo frequently. incul-= 
cares them. Men may eafily wear out all 
Senſe of the Beau, and of their Wigs 
tions to the and Perfectious of N 
rac : But they" cannot ſo calily do chi ie 
teferende to Vrtue in general; becauſe” tis 
A and accommodated to Human Na- 
ture and Sociery; and neceſſary to the tole - 
rable "Well-doiag of rhe World. Men may 
ſoon,” 1:confeſs, extinguiſn their Chriſtia- 
vity,- but not Humanity: And while zb re- 
mains, Sia will leave a Stain and Guilt be- 
hind it; and Guilt will be attended by Un- 
eaſineſt and Far. The very Pagan, h 
had advanced: ſo far in Wickedneſs, as to 
4b tô all diſbonourable Paſſions, 
to commit all unc leumueſs with greedineſa, 
had not yet fo morriſeu and /Fapsfied. 78 
Conſciente, hut that ir gave much D 
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E that they:knew the. judgment of Gon, that they 
* which committed ſuch things, were worthy of. 
_ death. i And Rem. 2. 15.  Thtir cunſtiences 

are ſa id it actaſe and condemm dhm. And 

tig 70f 2 wicked. Men, that the Author 

tothe Hebrews affirms: that vhroagh fear of 
| they mere all their life-tines 10 
e bak 15 dg bas nn 
But are there not, will ſoma ſay, many: 
Ingengous and Braete Spirits, Who have. di. 
43 parſed: thoſe va in Speres, and; butit thoſe 
3 ſuperſtitious Feters, by. which you; labour. 
4 feare and enſuve the World d do not 
1 doubt, i 


but chat ther are ch ma- 
ho have vigorouſly: dev d to 
3 caſhier)all-Prive/j/ts: of Natural and Re- 
4 ' vealed Religion, and utterly to extinguiſh: 
4 all Conſciente of Good and; Evil. But this 
0 4 is ſuch an Attempt, in whieh, IH eonfeſs, 
| I:could never lia ve believed, that the moſt 
Aung Sinner could have proved ſaaceſqful, 

had not the Scriptures told me, that there 
are ſome who! are paſt feeling, Eph. 4. 19. 
ef u ſeared Conſcientey 2 Tim. 4. a, mh are 
1 not aſhamed mhen th) have commitied iniquity, 
3 neither can they bluſh; Jer. 6. 1 J. H call 
= - _ good: evil, and evil good; thut put darkneſs 
Y a | For light, and light for | 'dankpeſs:; that Pas 
* | bitter for ſweet, .\ and. Jo meet fe or. bitten, Haz, 
1 Ji 20. Such Sinners there are then: But 
_ what does this amount to ? Whit can their 
Senſe or Example mejgh.? I am (ure theſe 

| () | poor 
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poor Wieiches are a8 far diſtant fo 


ſily appear from theſe” 


Ry” a+ +230 10. ys L why US 


common or ordinary 
of a ere or Mound in the Boch; 


2 0 8 


and kat 
before One 
is threutned with: ſuch 4 State as this; and 
much more, before Ohe ſhould reſoſve to 
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„Tie true; C onſaiente depends upon 

Opinidin But What i this FRO depend 

upon Senſe and Truth What if it be Uilr 
upon tlie Demonſtration 'of the Spirit and vf 
Pomeris In What A deptorable Condition Ars 
theſe Men of + "Wit 7 The. Far of an 
God, 4 to come, and a» Hell, 15 10 
Fehr, -*Fis not the * 
7 


true 10%, as from 8 In 
ſerve our Pity, not Imitarion. 


Baffl in tlie Purſut of Pyeferment; A 
appointment in 2 7 1 75 
Forfeiture of E bre, in 
br Whole: Tig not à Bit upon bur 15 
tation tis not che Death of a * bs 
one,” ﬆr, What is more; if he be f. 8 
riends\ Tis" not any thing of this" 154 
that isl the of; this Faß; but N 
pure and unallay d; complicated, accum 
lated Di{ery*" e unalrerable, inchrable, 
ong as Eternity.” *Methinks, 
Raue venture on a Sin, Which 


continue in it, it were reaſonable to 7 7 8 
ry ſug; that che Notioz"of à Fill we 


falſe, and the Doctrine of 'Erernal Pulhifh- 


ment a meer Bugbear. Na I proteſt, W a 
, Q 2 Q Mat- 
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Laberty in generul. 
Matter of this Importence,. I think one 
ſhould ſcarce truſt to a Demonſtration, un- 
els it had paſſed the Ii of the moſt ſolid 
and imad Part of Mankind, and ſtood. 
the Shock and Tryab of many Ages. But, 
alag, after the utmoſt Efforts of Hit and 
Luft, what has ever yet been produced, 
that has been able to undergo the Exami- 
natian even of an honeſt Man? What A.. 
vents, have yet been. ſtarted againſt a 
wment to came, that have been able to 
work upon am who. were truly erious in 
the Point? And if a Judgment. 10 come, 
why not an Hel? Revelation.is. plain ; 
and. Reaſon, can find no Inconſiſtency in 


| . DEtrine: Human Laws puniſh B. 


Offence ſometimes with, Dearh or Bawjh 
ment; with Loſs of Eſtate: And by cis, and 


divers other W 2 , .extend he-Puniſhment 


of the Criminal to his Poem: That is, 


make it as Eternal as, they can. (And. ſhall 


it be thought unjaſt in God to puniſh the 


repeated Provocations of an impenitent Life ; 
Ae Nele of re ee Salvation * 
ol his dearly Beloved Son; and all this wil- 
Fully in Def ance of the ;Light, of the Goſpel, 
and Solicitations of the Spirit; in Defiance 


Fa 
. 


* 


l Nene and Choſtiſemens; ſhall it, I fay, 
be thought anjaſt in God to puniſh this by 
a miſerable Eternity? When Infinite Goodneſs 
has in vain tried all imaginable Means to 


reclaim 
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7 eee Tibenty in gen, 22 9 
reclaim a Sinner, what has be to complain 
of, if God leave him to the Effects * 
own Choice? Sin, as it alienates our . 
fections from God here; ſo muſt it certain a 
exclude from his Preſeuce and his Fi- 

 voar hereafter. And what can be the Caſe 
of that \wrerched Creature, who is baniſhed 
far ever to thoſe black and diſmal Regions, 
which no- Ruy, no ſafluence of Divne Good- 
2 can ever reach? Mere ſhall thoſe un- 
happy Creatures d well, which ſhall be cha- 
ſed by the Preſence and Glory of God our of 
the nem Heavezs and the wew Earth, (or 
which rather can never approach either) 
but in that ovtward Darkneſs, which is part- 
ed from the World of the Bleſſed by an an- 
paſſable Gulph ? Ah _ P * this be ſo, what 
do wretched Men g owing op 
dent in Wickedneſs ? Yor more inſen- 
fible Men are a the Dofopmiry and Dan- 
ger of Sin, the more deſperate their Stare, | 
the more incurable their Diſeaſes; and the 
nearer” they to Death and Deſtruttion :- 
Spirit ſball not always ſtrive with man. This 1 
indeed a bleſſed Advantage, to ſtand upon 
the Brink of Damnation | Tis a glorious 
Victor to have defeated all the Means of 
Grace and Happineſs ! "Tis an Heroick At- 
chituemont to be able to extinguiſs all true 
SVenſe and 2 as well as Religion, and 
become impregnable, impenetrable to al 
ee to all Mori ves hic either the 
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ü tendereſt Lope or the profoundeſt Miſdom 
® of Goa and Nas cam attack us by. | 
WS. 2. + cannot buti think that, thoſe ery 
A Mien, who for tlie moſh. hart are obdurats 
Y and inſenſille, do ſuffet ſome, though rare 
Beef Auniet and fear. Nd elſe are 
they ſuch a vowed Enamies to. Solitade and 
Re tement f To dalj ſerious and ecalm Re- 
ectious, that 3 to take up With 
a moſt triſling and contemptible guſineſs or 
Diverſion? na y tire with a dull and taſte- 
eſs Repetition of a) Faly they chuſe to re- 
dess ita to their; Lives End, rather than be 
donggand thoaghiful What is this, but to 
canfeſs that there is ſomething within which 
they are afraid to enter Tbat there is 
ſuch a Brigluneſi in Divine Truth, that they 
dare not open their Hes upon it, leſt it 
Would fill their Souls with the Terrors of 
God? This Height of Mate dnaſ then at 
beſt.1s a State fit only for Fort unate Sinners, 
who can rowl and tumble from-:Felly to 
Loh, from one Impertinence or Extrava- 
gance to another, endleſſi: And yet what 
becomes of theſe poor Things, When a 
Diſaſter, when a Diſeaſe, nay, but; a'wake- 
fel Hour by Night forces them to retire 


n 
3. A Finner does not ſoon arrive at this 


dean to grow impudent in his Luſt, Many 
Pane, many a Torment has lie E 
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firſt 7 often” Has he felt cl 
ſcience ; often has he trem 
at the Megaces of Gon The Sh oa 
mors be reconciled to Si, than che 
Exceſs,* but by 


{Qualms:' And i it not Wörth "the 
while-tor exdurd ſo mucin order to b A 
ned Is it not an{infallible Mark of more 
than wülgar Yom, cb purchaſe Nen) at 
ſo dur d nt? To eure hardſhip 455 a 
ſaldierr of Ghoſt Jeſas, for a Meh. 

wverefuding Crown, this with them is an 
dertak thaydeſerves to be expoſe 
laben wh the utmoſt” Severity 
and Confidence”: But to fer, as it W 
repented Mfdpryraloms' to gain afl "Helly this 
hat tiiey think . Men of their P 
and Gallantyy, Bleſſed Go 2 
gree of Mani and! wer dou may Men of 
the/fine# Nd tural Parts fi —＋ 7 
doned by Thee? Or rathef, when 


themſelves abandon Thee, fans that joy 5h 
which Thou! haft fer up in the Maple? 


Ger Corda. fot cchoughe A 1 
and Pleaſures of the whole World a * 
Compenſation for the |Loſs of the Sb: 
"What is 4 man ee 'be gain the whole 
"world, &c. Mart. 16. But ' :heſe Men . 
ther than ir ſhould #6: periſh” for e 
will charge through Shame and Path 5e. 


L — and all the 0 Obftarles that - 
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E” 235 chats 3 n 
God has fav hetween' as and s deſperate 
4 fee pf e ; 

. Bi are hough a Sinner may hte chat 


hoſes 10-Yuppreſs his 4 1 and m 
. Hear, yet he muſt ever be conſcious 
= 70 30 ime of Oo Ren es as the Mean- 


e inwardly. ſenkble, that he: has weared 

ftp commit Iniquity to zo purpoſe 
Lia his Men has been re/tleſs an 
abus, tike. 4 tre en; caſting: 255 L 
_mive and dirt; Hem be conſoious to him- 


elf, chat be, is falſe: and — t 
jand 1 . fach its 


eto 
nd- | injurious to hi 


7 75 * mag w — A Mans own 
= "Mind does to lis Fate aſſure him, That he 
vb cet very Thing Which . ebe world con- 
| dem and ſcorns,) 2nd; which: he cannot en- 
dure do he charged with, without reſenting 
it as the higheſt unt! Certainly it were 
«better; that 40 the World ſhould call me 
- Fool; and 3 and Villain, than that 1 
ſhould a ny ſelf ſo; and know it to be 
tre. My Peace and 5 depends up- 

on my own. Opinion of my elf, not that of 
2 we 3 2 that I 
fe, at razſe or deje me; 
and my Mind can no more be pleaſed with 
* 6— than the Bog 
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ee Chbri Mien Libr ada * 

ean be gratified by the Relifhes' of my "oF 
/ 
F. The mite 2e ür Sinner * 
the (more intolerubie is the Diſorder and Diſ- 
traction which Sin produces in his Affairs. 
While Men are under any little Reſtraints 
of Conſcience; while they are held in by 
Scruples, and Fars, and Firs" of Ræret; 
while; in a Word, they 6 with any Mo- 
aefty; fo long Sin wil tolerably or a 
with their Intereſt and Rep 


| 7 
ſoon as __ row inſenſibie and te 
they paſs all :Bownds, and there 1 noch; 


ſo dear and confuleribte to them, which they 
will not /acrifce to their Wickedneſs.' Now - 
_ and Chien . Eſtate, Laws, 
os, Compa ths, are no od 
Ties to them than Sampſon Withes 
Cord. Such an one as'thzs i very ye Fo 
ſcribed in the Propher ; nn 45 jo Des 

medary; traverſing her w 22 — 
wind 


to the — 5, ibat e ap 
at her — 2 her occaſt ow who cam turn 
n, he is 


her away ? Jer. . 23. And 


fitly repreſented to àn Horſe ruſhing into the 
— om thre — much C 6 his 
Safery-an neſs as for Reeſow a Re- 
ligion; he d 2 —— Ruin, or Death, 


S much as he does God and Providence : 
In one word, with an impudent and lewd 
Stupidity he makes all the haſte he can to be 
_— ; and ſince he will be fo, it were well 


if 


_ 


| ite $9uld hagen 


of eee „ 


e I am ſute we 
have too mam) Inſtances at this Day of the 


le, and fatal ee of bee and 
O. gaye any Room to doubt he · 
e Nraiued the Pc diat — wn. 
TRSH $551 wor bun it A olitt vw 
I, WW. hole, it »0ges aPPEAar + Þhar 5 

48 8 5 Evi; and that the Exil of it 
but eugrfaſt by Obdurdtion: 
ep ofuthors Anker d 
ee hat Deliverance from 
ad; ſogrget, that if we eſti· 
be , ee ay ng vp 
70 apt ite, Day 
e Wear y, and Wandering Tre 
Gaim, a; Hart to Haſſenger in a 
449%. to Men — Death, 
and imperfect dmages or Re. 
it. A Diſeaſe, will at worſt 
0 e 8 Life and Pain 
R 28 1 N But the. Pai 
e to all Erernity; 


the fire will not 
abs, _ 2 Traveller 


will, eG, by. che approaching 
Den, aud His Wearineſs pet at the 
next. Stage he comes to.; but he that errs 
impenitently from the Path of, . 45-loft 
for ever: When, the Dy of Grace is once 
ſet 1 upon. him, no Light: ſhall e'er regal his 
wa andering Feet into the Path of Ri g tgl. 
5ſt and Peace 3! 190. Eaſe, no Ae 
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duc of Fin defiles, onpreſſes, and enſlaves 
the Mind, and delivers up the miſerable 


\ 


Life of Faith, of Love, of Hope, ſhall ſoon 


i 7 A . 25 ; 


beriy ;,and/1nithemiditof.D 


nac. A Storm can hut wreek the Boay,: a 


to Sins and Sufferings, to Toils and Trou- 


from: But he that is once delivered from 
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Jones of Praiſe, and Triumph: But the C JH 


Man to thoſe: intalerabls and..endleſs Exils, 
which. inexorable Juſtice and Almighty 
Wrath, inflicts upon Ingratitude and Oh. 


frail and worthleſs Bart; the Suu wi 
elcape ſaſe to Shore, the Bleſſed Shore, 
where the happy Inhabitants enjoy an un- 
diſturbed, an everlaſting Caim But Sin 
makes Shipwreck of faith and 4 | good Conſci- 
ence, and he that periſhes in it does but paſs 
into a more miſerable State; for onthe wicked 
and. tempeſt ; this ſhall be their portion fur 
ever; Pſal. 11. And, Laſtly, A Pardon ſends 
back a condemned Criminal to Life, that is, 


bles, which Death, if Death were the «t- 
moſt he had to fear, would have freed him 


Sin, is paſt from Death to Life, and from this 


of Fruition and Glory. |. .- 


paſs to another 
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e dees rty in general. 

15 0 2. A Seroud Fruit of Ley is OG 
Works, Here I will ſhew To T Mug Firſt, 
and this but brieſh, That the 2 | 
Righteous contribute mightily to — 
ppineſe; and that Immediately. Secondly, 
That elverance from Sin removes the 
great Obſtacles and Impediments of Righte- 
oufneſs,” and throws off that Weight which 
would otherwiſe encumber and tire us in our 
Rate. 1. Holineſs is no ſmall Pleaſure, no 
ſmall Auvautage, to him Who is exerciſed 
therein. When Natare is renewed and re. 
fored, the Works of Righteouſneſs are pro- 
perly and truly the Works of Nature: And 
to do Good to Man, and offer up our Praiſes 
and Devotions to "God, is to gratify the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt delightful Inclinations we 
have, Theſe indeed are at firſt fifled and 
oppreſſe * b Original Corruption, Falſe Prin- 
1 Ficiow Cuſtoms : But when once 
have broke through theſe, like Seeds 
chrough the Earthy Coat; they are encloſed 
and imprifoned in, and are impregnated, 
warmed, and cheriſhed by an Heavenly 
Teflaence, they naturally ſhoot up into good 


Works. Vertu has a Cœleſtial Original, and 


a Cœleſtial Tendency: From God it comes, 
and towards God it moves: And can it be 
otherwiſe than amiable and pleaſant ? Vertue 
is all Beauty, all Harmony and Order; and 
therefore we may view and review, con- 
ſider, and reflect ; upon it with Delight. 


t& 


of Ohifticn 15 in FI 


Is. procures us the Favour of Gad and Man; 
it makes our Airs naturally run ſmoothly 
and calmly on; and fills our Minds with 
Courage; Chear falne 5 and good Hopes. In 
one Word, Diverſion and Amuſ 5150 ive 
us a fanciful Pleaſure; an 2 7555 Hive 
Life, a ſhort and mean one: C, 5 a dr, 
falſe, and fatal one: 2 a N 
rational, a glorious, - 40 oth And 
this is enough: to be ſaid 55 5 The Lovrii 
»e/s of Holineſs being a Sabel which ever 
and anon I: 1 caſtor 15 engage ins 
2 I am nent to ſhew, That Deliverance 
from Siz removes the Inpidiments of Ver. 
tue. 0 will eafily be made a by ex- 
amining what Influence Selſſt Senſaa⸗ 
72 * the Love of this Fr ik are 
2 Principles or Sources of 
atze, ve upon 32 ſeveral Parts of 
Evangelical Righteouſneſs. 1. The Fir#t Part 
is that, which contains 7hoſe Duties that 
more  imepgiintely relate to ou ſelves, Theſe 
fy. or arms Tro, Sobriety and Temper ance. 
8 I mean a {erious and imparrial 
i of Things; or ſuch a Slate of 
Mind as qualifies us for it. By Tumperante, 
I mean the Moderation of our Affect ions 
and Enjoymeats, even in lawful and al- 
lowed Inſtances. From theſe proceed V. 
gilance, Induſtry, Prudente, Fortitude; or Pa- 
lience and Sreadineſt of Mind in the Pro- 
ſecution af what is beſt. Without %% 
WY | 7 "tis 
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tis in vain o > ape; a ao: 
wards. On, Or Jaſtice and "Charity towards 
Man, Nays nothing goba or grea can be 
accompliſhed without them: Since with 
out them we have no Ground to hope for, 
either the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, or the 
Protectiog and Concurrence of Divine Pro! 
vidence. Only. the. we aud chaſte haſte Soul i 15 1 
fit Temple 125 Race of the 
And. the \Providenct of God watches rh | 
none, ox at eſt none haue Reaſon to ex- 
petit ſhould, but ſuch as fare themſelves 
wigilant and, e now} how 
repugnant to, how/ inconſiſtent with thoſe 
Vertues, is that Iafata ation of Mind, and 
that De auc hery of Aﬀettiops,. wherein Sin 
conſiſts? How incapable. either of Sales) 
or. Temprrarce do. 0 e Senſualit), and 
the Love f us 95 What 
a falſe ger, of Things do they cauſt 
us t form ? How inſatable do they render 
us in our Deſire of ſuch Things, as haue 
but falſe and empty Appea ra ncks of Good? 
And how imperiouſly do they precipitate 
us into thoſe Sins, which are the Pollarith 
and Diſbonour of our Nature? On tlie 
contrary, let Man be but once exlighrndd 
by Faith; let him but once come to be- 
lieve, that his Soul is 2 that he is 2 
Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, that Hea- 
ven is his Country, and that to do good 
r is to l up his Treaſure in it; let him, 


"a Sea 399: 
I ſay, but anceibelieve.this,and then, hoi 
Sober, wy Temperate, how Wiſes how Vi. 
gilant; and Kral an ry And 
this he Will oon be nduged to befewe,, 7 
he be not — — the Influence of: 
vicious Principles, and vicious Caſtoms. 

Ang 8 le ee 
abu and the Heetions age tis: 
natural to Man 80 27 7 wly,cand;to;der) 
b.- — enjoy with a Moderation, ſuited to 
and ſober, TI 45 gu Things: 
Han is to think and act as e HP me > 
 Setond: Part of bolineſ, fs regards. 2 
immediate Objett, „and conſiſts, in che far 
and Lowe of Hm, ae de e. 
Reſignation, in Conte —_ Devoriane 
As to this, tis plain, that 2 —4 is 


under 
the neee, any, Sin, muſt 5 — Eper 
mi or at leaſt a Stranger to it. The f 
knows no Goa; and the . ze Wil. mot, 
or dares not, approach ons. Thein'/Gailg 
or their Averſion * 2 from ix 
Selfiſbneſs," Samſualiq, and the Love of "thre X 
World, are-inconfifient wich the Ive of 100 
Father, and all the ſeveral Duties We owe 
bim: They aliengte the Minds Dock Men 
from Him, and ſet up other Gods in his 
room. Hence the C overousare pronounced 
guilty of Lola, Col. 3. 3. and the Lacxt- 
rious and Unclean are ſaid to make beir 
belly their God, and to glory in their ſhame, 
2 3. 19. But as ſoon as e 
ILCETNS 


Na * 4 
3 
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2305 2 


be 


N. 


e we 0 
diſcerns that he has ſet His Heart upoi 
falſe Goods; as ſoon as he finds himſelf” 


cheated Aud dtretibed in all his Expettations b 


by the World, and is convinced" that G0 


is his prope 
natural is it to turn his Deſites and Hopes 
from the Creature upon the Creator? = 
Fand 


natural is it to contemplate his Greatneſs 


Gocdneſc, tor\thirſt impatiently for his Fe- 


vour, and dread his Diſplaaſare? And ſuth- 
a Man will certainly ks the Worſb 75 | 
God a'grear Part, at leaſt,” of the Bu 
and Employment of Life. With this he w 
in, and with this he will end the Day 
Nor will he reſt here; his Soul will 
ever and anon mounting towürds Flerven, 
in Ejaculatio; and there ill be ſcarce 
any Action, an) Event, that will not excite! 
him to prai ie acl adore God, or engage him 
in 8 Reflectious on his Attributes. 
But all , will the Looſe and Arbeiftical 
ſay, may be well ſpared, *tis only a vain 
and idle Amuſement. Mar and Peace, Ba- 
ſoneſs and Trade, have no Dependance upon 
it; Ringdoms and Commonwealths may fand 
and flouriſb, and ſenſible Mer may be #ich 
and happy without it. But to this I anſwer; 
Religion towards God is the Foundation of 
all true Vertus towards our Neighbour. ' Laws 
would Want the better part of their 1 
thority, if they were net enforced hy an 
Ave of God: - The wiſeſt Counſels would 
ha ve 
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have no Effect, did not Fabi a Ri 7 


help to execute them: e and 
monwealths would be drſot toe 445 
to Pieces, Ahoy, were net ited 
in by rheſe „ And Wickedne * 
reduce the World to dhe G1 Sa mY 
Ruin, were it not temper 

not on! b Mey Vertaes' kt . 
by the 'Supplications and it A 
devout Men. Finally, this 15 an he 
fit for none to TA ut. e 
the Ignorant ;' Men 'of 4e per. te 905 
and Little Kor Pledge. Fo, ho ever is 
to conſfiger, by What Mori ve Mia? 


ever been 18 to be mo 9837 ly FERN x; 


by What Principles the Wo has 998 TE 
led and ae 55 how” treat att lore 
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even, Su 77715 has. by either in t 


The T 7554 7995 of beg ce 5 oO 
Netghboar'; and conſiſts in the Exerciſe of 
Trath, s Father And C harity. And 20 where 
is the ill Influence of Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality,' 
and the Love of the World, more notori- 


Os than here: For theſe rendring us impas 
R tient 
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tient a inſatiable in our Deſt res, violent in 
the 3 or chem, extravagant and 


e 0 e in Our ens; and t Thin s 
be eg nd 99 and 5 
ai fuch inordinate Appetites; e 


| | and in one another 7Li at, in ae, another s 
* 5 by Profit and Pleaſures,. or, too often 


een ko do 10 : And this muſt una- 
Fe wel pe 9 thoufand el. e Con- 
N we daily. ſee that 


2 = Pain Mons a . and the 


6 of the World, are the arents of 


; mt Emulation, Avarice, Ambition, . Strife 


and 'Co ontention,. ly a and C orruption, 
Lewdne Sy. " Laxary 70 Pradigalig; S but Are 
tter aemies 4 10 ours, Truth and Integri- 
. eroſity.and Charity, To obviate 
the. 1 Wierer Effedts. of theſe 
Religion aims at implant- 
7 of a benign 1 be- 
f Poing apainſt. the Love 
Jope ; duk Selfſbneſs, Cha- 
"ay and againſt Senſuality, Faith : And to 
e end the different Tendenq of theſe dif- 
. Princi a ma be * more: conſpi- 
cuous, I will briefly, compare the E aa 
they have in reference to Oe Neig 
: upon hs 
as made for him alone; awd upon 


in in the W 
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all as his Fh who do ah w Y inter- 
fere with, or obftrutt. 2 Deſi Noa . 10 ſeals 
gal our Treaſures; ; confines a are and 
oughts 
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erg 255% r as A 
Thoughts to our priv der Hogour, 
or Pleaſure; e M6 r Pars, Pabet, OY 
and Wealth, 2 Ie too, N | 
ſuit of our ici 10 vantage. Se fro 
liry temprs 2 Man to au 2 Cats 44 
Concern for his Country, his ** "and ih 


Relations, and neglet the "Darzes Sta- bt, 
non, that he may give Half t 1 3 


= 


tiſh and diſhonourable Pice + It Wes 
with him to refuſe A to the Poor, 4½ 
Work, and Sven a decent,” nay, ſomerimes A 
oy TY his Fabel), that nes ay 
2 Aan! net „ 4 "Ward. 
it makes him 01 pable 4 the Fat 885 
Hardſhips Uh Hazards of T 
inſtead of imitating the. glotious Exam 
to be courted into the Enj joythehr e ven of 
«lowed Pleaſures, nor ide e himſelf in 
and Chilaren, while Joaß and the Armies 
of Tj-ael were in the eld; he; on the con- 
Fortunes in Unclearheſ3 and Luxary, 15 
Shame and Burden of his Country and. 

0 wour, but the Saftty of his Country lies at 

1 Stake, and Prince and P. ike defend it by 


kante to any publick or Neighbourly good 
oY out his Forrune upon 
Civil Buſineſs 1 much 7 GS 55 
of Vriab, who would, nor ſuffer Far 
the Tenderneſſes and Careſſes of 4 Wis 
trary, diſſolves and melt down his Life and 
Family, at a Time when not only the Ho- 
their To# and _ t ſhould I men- 


tion 
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# g 0 4 of. Cheri his "i in . 
1 tion. he Lawe. of. .#he. World ?, 1A not the 
1 11 Hof it as. viſible among us, as de- 
1 plo or 6h Does not. this, wheroever it reigns, 
fill all 2 with Bribery and Corraption, 
5 — . and. Cowardiſe? V. orſe 
US be Aid on't,. and more needs not: 
or r W dat Sorferits can thrive, Of, which 
In y can Credit and Reputation be. ſupport- 
= 7 What Treaſures, What Counſels, what 
Armies,” what | de can Jays a People, 
here theſe Vice Worn? Let us now, 
n the other Side, ſuppoſe Selfiſbneſs, Sen- 
Hr, and the Love f 33 Mord, caſhier'd ; 
Faith, Hope, and Charity. entertained 
A 15 55 Room 6 what a bleſſed Change will 
0 effect in the World? ? How — will 
ry and Integrity, Trath and. Juſtice, 
15 public Spirit revive? How ſervice- 
* Able. Fr eminent Will theſe render. every 
= Man in his Charge? Theſe are the true Prin- 
| 5 of great and brave Adtions.:., Theſe, 
eſe alone, can render our Duty dearer to 
8 than any temporal Conſideration, : Theſe 
wilt Enable us to do good Works, without 
an Eye to the Return they will make us: 
Theſe will make it appear to us very rea- 
fonable, to ſacrifice Fortune, Life, 1 
thing, when the Honour of God, and pub- 
Tick Good, demand it of us. The . Belzef 
and "Hope of Heaven, is a f- ufficient Eucou- 
ragement to Vertue when all others fail: 
The Love of. God, as our Supreme 95 
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o Gon rake in TN 
will make ug eaſily ſarmbant the Conſe 
ration of. Experce, Difficulty „or Hazard, 1 
buch Axtempts'as' We ate ere will leaſe fe 
Him; and the Love of our Neig bboar 205 
ſolves,” wilt make us c. —_—_— to his, Evil 
and Wants, tender to 
2 of br Good as of bis own. "How: 


War py then would theſe Principles | make the. 
or 


Id? And how much is it the Intere/ 
one to encourage and propagate theſe, 


of every 
an wy 4; Pantinance" And ſuppreſs the CO. | 


I have done with the 15 
et of Chriſtian Liberty); and will pals, o 
to the Third, as ſoon as I have made Two 
Ralf on this laſt Paragraph. . Firft, "Th 


very evident from what has been ſaid in | 


it, chat ſolid Yerrue can he grefted on nd 
Stock; bur chat of Religion; That aniverſal. 
Rh jo hreouſneſs © can be raiſed on none but, 


Gael Principles; who is he that overcometh 


rhe world, but he that believerh that Jeſus is 
the Crit: 1 Joh. 5. I do not oppoſe this 
Propoſition againſt Few or "Gentile, God 
wedemfeg in ſuntlry times and in divers 
manners, ſuch Revelations of his Truth, and 


ſuch Cowell of His Grate, as he ſaw 
fit; And to theſe is their Righteonſneſs 
therefore; whatever it was, to be attributed,” 5 


not to the Lam of Mature or Moſos. 


I oppoſe it againſt-the 6004 Pretenſions , of 
Libertines and Atheiſts at this Day. Honbet, 


and Joe in thrir Mouths is a vain Bo 
R 3 and 


* N a TY _- * 5 F _— — 9 * - 5 P * 0 
me Fay F ver J ** x g 15 8 5 18 * . 
. . 1 
9 . I; wo P 1 *% F 
LY Sl IS" 3h * v * 1 * 
* 2 * 
1 . 


A 
a 
* - Ow 9 
-— CM 1 
"44 3 F 8 2 of 


is Ifirmities, and 


| at ki 


of nen «Le, Fe 


"© andthe Nagra! Pawer they pretend to over 
ie Kauen vere andgovers them 
according. tg. the Rules of 741 e is 

only a Sin ee wit 
e . e and and 
grounale/. 4 AS. rn t 
2 Liberty which, te dan da not 1 on 
did they but once admit Parity wh Howes 
i 100 Nee jon « it, they would 
ern wh what rt they 1 * tot. Ho 
is x dale ug, that ce. ſho a b. che 
9997 i I who. 2 1 2 Wer 
85 How! e Digvity 


who. bf believe 
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better „ Who. by: 1 —2 f 0445 away 
Providence. and à Life to come, and what: 
can oblige a Mt to any Ado, that ſhall 


cross his rempo a Jo or. IF Pleaſure? 


What W e Dips 255 #2 Kentus, when. 
is. has FEY t 4a. „ Reproaches, 
| "Perſe tinged What. ſhall carb him in 
the Career of lt, when he may com- 
mit it, not any, Wich Input), but as 
che. World ſomeumes #5 wig Honour 
N Ig u e e therefore, 
ſuch Men as; theſe may. polſibly reſtrain 
eir i me Hun, yet are they: Ann 
4 While 


of lick Lita wh general. *. 


while enſſavel and e in their FR 3 
and the very Liberty they boaſt . Ell 
Conduct and W of. theme emſelves pen 
2 ſprings from their ſecret Servitude..t 
ome vile Paſſion or other. Nor yet can 
be ſo ſoft and eaſy as to grant, that fuch 
Men as theſe, either do or can arrive. at 
the Liberty they retend to: I mean, that 
of regulating and governing all their outward 
Action, by the Rules o Vertue. They 
to0 often throw off the Diſguiſe, which ei. 
ther Hypocriſy or Enmity to Religion makes 
chem put on; and prove too plainly to the 
World, that when they lay Reſtraint ” 
themſelves in this or that Sin, tis onl 


_ e themſelves the. more freely a k | 


ar; others. Secondly, My next Remark 

"That it is groſs Stupicli or Impudence, 
En 9 a Providence | another World, 
when the Belief of both is {© indripentath 
neceſſary to to the Well-being of this... 


Frame and Nature of Man, and the 2 


ceſſities of this World require beth. With- 
out theſe, Selfiſbneſs Kh,  yndoubeedly, | 
_ the predominaut Principle. This would br 


Unreaſonable Deſtres ; 5 5 "ms would HU 


us with Fears. and 7, So that a 
Stare of Nature \ alt? in ont be a Stare of 
Mar; and gur Eumit againft one anorh 

woultt not 
but only concealed A 
N its bra 


nd. reflrained, till a fit 
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God and. Ms. "Are no 7 of the 
Waſh „ but ar al ys 6 85 and d. /andtified, de- ä 
and 4e of fo God. Thus St. Pe- 
ko r Epiſt. 205 95 — 95 4 choſen Generation, | 
es = Prie hoods” 4. "holy Nation, a peculiar, 
2 And! t thi ts St. 19 © 0M. £ ro 
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Heb. 12. 18, 19, &c. For ye are not come 
unto the mount that might be touched, and 
that hurned with: fire; nor unto blackneſs and 
darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the ſound of a trum- 
pet, and the voice of words, which voice they 
wha heard, intreated that the word ſhould. not 
be ſpoken to them am more : (For they could 
not endure that which, was commanded; and 
r as # beaſt touch the mountain it ſhall 
be ſtoued, een through with 4 dart: And 
ſo terrible mas the fight, that Moſes ſaid, I 
exceedingly fear and quake :) But ye are come 
unto Mount Sion, and unto: the city of the li- 
wing” God, the heavenly Jeruſalem ; and to 
an innumer able company 07 Angels 5:f0 the ge- 
neral Aſſembly: and Church of ths fin ſt-born, 
which are written in heaven; and to God, the 
Judge of ally; and tb the bees of juſt mew: 
made perfect: And to Jeſus, the Mediator of 
the new; Covenant and to the blood of ſprink-' 
ling, that ſpralethi better things than that of 
Abel. And thus again, 1 Cor. 3.'2; There- 
fore let no man glorꝭ in men; for all things 
are hours; whether Paul, or Apollo, or Ce- 
phas, or the world, or life, of death, or things 
preſent, or things to come; all are yours, and 
% are Chriſt 55 and Chri ; is God ait Theſe 
are great and glorious hings. What Dig- 
nity, and Eminence does this Adoption raiſe 
us to? What 'Blifſedneſe. flows from Com- 
union and Fellomſbip with God? What can 
9 2 * * N ; ; we 
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we. went, or what can we fear, when we 


have fo mighty an Inrereſt in the Sovereign 


of Heaven. au Earth; when all his Divine 


_ Perfedfions are employed to promote and 


ſecure our Happineſs ? Nom ſure we may ve · 
Jaice, nam we may glory and triumph ; for 
certainly al things muſt work together” for 
aur god. But as fallen Angels envied the 
Happineſs Of nem created Man, fo do Apoſtate 
and Dehauched Men envy thas of the Godly. 
And ane ef theſe will be apt to /ay, Hold, 


4 you run 800 feſt ; theſe glorious Pri- 


vile 3 but in Embryo, and all your 

1 5 n in the Reverſian: Not- 
wit ndipg all theſe big words, you muſt 
grant mi that you are 9e but in a State of 
Prabatiaz; that.you are to undergo Hardſhips 


and Dic ait ies, and to live upon the thin 


Diet of Hope and Expetfation-: And fo I 
think I might take you down from Heirs 
of God, to Serpents at the beſt. Well, I 
will grant. that) We het live "by Faith, and 
wait for #be-Ho e "of Glory: Nor will Lat 
preſent c about fo Pleaſures that 
Dn hav a thaBed 1 wilt for-once quit all 
that Preference both as to Nobility and Plea- 
fere, Which 4op:ion and the full Aſſurance 
ol Hope: gives a /Goaly Man above a Sinner; 
and I ks abs Hay of: Child of God 
to be as tije ObjeFor would have it; I will 
* to be under Age till he come to 


another 


5 1 in general. 


auother Liſe; and to differ nothing 
whilf he is ſo, though le of Je 


| ah, Yet after all, if I can prove that 
a5 0 to rt Ger it Will be no can- 


Frajt 1 0 
dee 
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8 2. — DES 
Inna, Ho. —— ang _— and uncon- 


who is — 
Wie devote a ſucrifice whar we heve, but 
to Him from mam we received all? Whoſe 
Praiſe ſhould! we ſbew forth, but His who. 
rw wry —.— 2 Into. 3 


jedion — — which Lat —_— So 


Þ n to ſerue Him — 
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Of Chriſtian Liberty in general. 
gels ſerye;to'whom all things is heaven and in 


earth do "bow and obey. Tis the (higheſt 


Prerogative we can derive from Grace or 
Nature, to be capable of ſerbing Him. — His 
Divine Perfactions tranſcend the Conceptions' 
of inferiour Creatures, and ean be known, 
contempluted, und adore by none, but ſuch 
db are wade bars little lower thun the Angels; A 


fuck as ateiavducd, not only with the Labs 


of bt wer but with a far brighter, that of 
irit-of God. This is indeed our utmoſt 

Perfoltion, and muſt be our utmoſt 

tion: This alonè makes us ronſider able, pre 


are in-all .other reſpects hut meun and con 


rempribleys for we draw but a precarious and 
dent Breath; and the World e inhabit 
is a dark And Fempeſtuous one; Full of Folly 
and Ney. But even this will ſerve for a 
further Con mation of what Nfurther wool 
tend for. For being iadigent and ' etal," 
ſtanding at an infinite Diftancs' from Self- 


ſufficiency, tis plain that what. We cannot: 


find within us, we muſt ſeek” without us. 
Some Al-ſufficiems Good we muſt find out; 
ſomething we muſt reſt in; and 'repoſe our: 
ſelves upon; and his wil he our God, this 
wwe ſhalf eros and auoro. And mbat ſhall this 
% Shall we ſerye Evil Spirits? "Theſe 
are our 1 and inveterate Enemies, hy | 

about lite a-roa lion ſeeking'\-whom ; 
wy * : Shan, we ere ke: Good ꝰ 


8 This 


* 


This were to diſbondur our Nature, to ſerve 
our Fellow-creatares-and' Fellom-ſervants: Be- 
ſides that ſuch will never ſacrilegiouſiy uſurp 
their Malers Honour, nor admit that Ser-" 
vire Which is due to Him alone. Shall we 
rhen ſerve Man ? Alas! the Breath of Greut 
Ones is in their: Noſtrils; their Life is but 4 
Vapour, toſſed to and fro with reſtleſs Noiſe 
and Motion; and then it vaniſbes; the 

die, and all their Thong his and Projects peri bh 


What then, ſhall we at length be reduced 


to ſerve our Laſts? This is worſe tha! 
| Pagan: Idolatry\, Stochs and Stones ind 
could not help or reward their Votaries; but 
our; Laſts, like wild and ſavage 'Tyrants, de- 
ftroj Where they rule, and oppreſs and over- 
whelm us with Rains and Miſchiefs, while 
we ſervilely court and flatter them. I have 
not done yet: I have proved it indeed to 
be our Duty and Honour to ſerve God; but 
theſe with ſome are cold and lifeleſs. Topicłs: 
Iwill now prove it to be our Intereſt and 
Happineſs; and this too, lay ing aſide at 
preſent, as I promiſed, the Conſideration 
of a future Reward, and the Foys' (pringing 
from ut." To make good this Aſſertion, ft 
will be neceſſary briefly to examine To 
Things. ft, Firſt, The Deſign or End : And, 
S. condly, The Nature of this Service. If 
we enquire after the End of it, tis evident- 
ly our own Advantage and Happineſs: 5 

ll | Laſts 
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Luſts or the Hamours, the Wams and Ne- 
ceſſities of Man, may put him upon inv. 
ding our Liberty, or purubiſing and courract · 
ing with us for our Servitade : But Go ig 
All-ſafficient to himſelf, and has no Nred of 
our Service: . When He will be'glorified by 
as, tis that we may enjoy lis Protettzon and 
Bounty : When He obliges us to obey his 
Commands, tis in order to perfrit 
tures, and pariſ) and qaaliſie us for the En- 
When of Spiritual and Divine Pleafares : 


— 


When He enjoins us Proer, tis becauſe it 
loes exalt. and enlarge dur Minds, and fit 
us for the Bleſings it obtains: When He 
13 us. Self-Refienation,/ tis becauſe 
will chaſe for us, and manage our Affairs 
better than we can our ſelves. Let us in the 
next place conſider the Nature of this 'Ser- 
vice. To. ſerve God, What is it, but to 
love what is infinitely lovely; to follow the 

Conduct of I»finize Wiſtom, and to repo 
our Confidence in that Being whoſe Goodneſs 
is aSboundleſs as his Power? ' To ſerve God, 
tis to purſue the great End of our Creation, 
to act conſonant to the Dignity of our Na- 

ture, and to govern our Lives by the Dic. 
rates of an enlightened Reaſon, How wiſely 
has Our Church in one of her Colles e- 
preſſed her Notion of the Nature of God's 
Service? whoſe Service is perfet# Freedom, The 
Devil maintains his Dominion over us, 2 
infa- 
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infatuating our Underſtandings, by enfeebling . 
os Wk OTA. 
rupting our Aﬀections : But on the quite con- 
tram, the more clear and impartial our Un- 
derſtandings, the more free and abſolute our 

als, the more anbyaſ d and rational our Af 
fectians, the fitter are We to worſbip God; 
nay. indeed, We cannot worſhip Him at all 
as we ought. to do, unleſs. our Souls be thus 
qualified, Therefore is the Service of God 
called, a Rational Service, AQYINN νν νννẽẽj 
and the Word of God is called a#60r yaaa, 
Sincere Milk; to ſignify to us, that in the 
Service of God all is real and. ſolid Good. Sachs 
is the Perfection of our Natures; the Might 
al Jo of the Spirit; the, Protection and 
Conduct of Providence; and all the great and 
precious Promiſes of God in Cbriſt are Tea 
and Amen. But in the Service of Sin all is 
Cheat and Impoſture; and under a pompous 
Shew of Good, the Preſent is Vanity, and the 
Future, Repentance , but ſuch ge rap 


. 


does not relieve, but increaſe; the Sinners 


8 This is enough to be ſaid of the Nature 
of God's. Service: And by the Conceſſions 
made my Objector about the Beginning of 
this Head, I am. reſtrained from taking No- 

tice of the more glorious Zan of it: Yet 

ſome there are, very great and good ones, that 
fall not within the Compals of e 
5 h 
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386 Of cbriſtian Liberty in general. 
which I will but juſt mention. The firſt is 
Reſt. While Religion regulates the Diſorder, 
and reduces the a of our Affecti- 
ons, it does in effect lay a Storm, and compoſe a 

Mutiny in our Boſams. Whillt it eniightens our 
Minds, and teaches us the true Valae, that is, 
at leaſt the comparative Worthleſſneſs of 
worlaly Things; it extinguiſbes the Troubles 
which preſent Difappointments and Loſſes, 
and prevents thoſe Fears which the Proſpect 
of future Changes and Revolutions is wont 
ro create in us. A Mind that is truly en- 
lighiened; and has no Ambition but for In- 
mortality and Glory, whoſe Humility with re- 
ference to theſe temporal Things is built up- 
on a true Notion of the Nature of then; 
this Soul has enter d already into its Reſt. This 
is the Doctrine of our Lord and Maſter, Matt. 
11. 28, 29. Come unto me all ye that labour au 
are heavy laden; that is, all ye that ate op- 
preſſed by the Weight of your own Cares 
and Fears, that are fatigued and toiled in the 
Deſigns and Projects of Awvarice and Ambi-' 
tion, and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke up- 
on jou, and learn of me, for I am meek and low- 
ly in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto pour fouls: 

I need not, I rhink, here ſhew, that the 
more we fear and ſerve God, the more we love 

and admire Him, the more clear is the Under- 
ſtanding, and the more pure the Heart: For 
the more we converſe with ſolid and eternal 


7 G. ian A in ay 


Good, the more inſignificant and trifling 0 
temporal things appear to us; and the more 
the Mind 'rejoyces in th Lord, the oftner 
tis rept up into Heaven, and as it 8 


transſgured into a more ex Being, a 


the Joy of the Spirit, and the Ardors of 


vine Love, the more flat and inſipid are all 
earthly and carnal Satisfactions to it. Ao 


ther Effect that attends out ſb«king off the 
Dominion of Sin, and our devoting our —— 


to the Service of God, is our bein 2 
from gailt. The Stains of the e #1. ife are 
waſhed off by Repentance and t of 


Jeſus ; and > oof SY ane of God „Ves no 
nem ones by wilfal and preſumpiaous Sin, Now 
therefore he can enter into Himſelf, and 
commune With his own Heart, without any 
Vneaſineſs ; he can reflect upon his Actions, 


and review each day when it is 24 * f, with- | 
O pred 


out inward Re ret or Shame. 

a vicious Courſe; to vanquiſh both Term 
and Allurements when they perſuade to that 
3 is mean and baſe; to be Maſter of 


one's ſelf, and entertain no Aﬀections but 


what are wiſe, and regular, and ſuch as one 
has _— to. wiſh 5 daily increaſe, 
and grow ſtronger,; theſe are things ſo fat 
from mefiting Reproac and Reprocf from 

one's own Mind, that they are fufftclent to 
Iapbort it againſt all Reproaches from without: 
Such is the Beauty, ſuch the Pleaſure of a 


well- eſtabliſhed Hr of de, * S 
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it 7 mare than com Tie TR Dial, 
by which either Kue. r the Pra-. 
ice of it can expoſe. a M 2 He 
hat 18 Free from Gailt, is Kat rom Fear too, 
154 indeed his is the only Way FO 15 7 
of all our Fears: not by deni 
Lac God, with. "Athes 95 


the. things that pleaſe him. Hate fro Sire 
| Nia, is the only, Man who. upon 2 
nal. ground. is raiſed above Melancholy and 
Fear: For what. ould he fear ? God is his 
CG his Beaſt, his Foy, his Siren eogth ; and 
for. him, who can be "againſt Bim? 
Veitber things. preſent, | or to come; neit ber 
life, vor death can [eparate him i from the love 
Gad in Pete 7 Jeſus... here 1s nothing 
vithin che Bounds of Time or Eternity that 
needs fear... Man cannot batt him; he 

4s excompaſſed with the favour and 75 
. of God, 4s, with 4 ſhield. But if 
704 permit, him to Suffer. for” Righteouſneſs 
ke,. happy.1s he; this does but increaſe his 
band Jer, and fature Glory, But what is 
moſt .confederable, Death it Jelf cannot hart 
him, Devils cannot hurt him; "The fi of 
"death is ſin, and the ſtrength of | ins the 170 : 
but. thanks be to Cod, who vet! us the 1 
77 through our Lord "Teſs Chriſt. For there 
4.20 e to them who. are in C 15 

Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh but after . 


* Jp#rit. Theſe Conſiderations prove the pre- 
75 ut Condition | of a Servant of God 7755, 
Happy 
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of Chriſtian Lupe General 
Happy in compariſon of the e and Wicked» 
hin” oy compariſon with 2 ſhall he here. 
after, he is infinitely ſhort. of the Joy and 
Glory of his End. In thin r indeed he 
is yet in à ftate of Tal and Trunbleg Of 
Diſcipline and Probation ; in this reſpect his 
Perfection and Happineſs do hut juſt pep up 
above the ground; the Falneſꝭ and Maturity 
of both: he cannot aneh till N err 
en. And is, 783 

0. 4. The Laff Ad of Chriſtian Likdity: 
That Haven will conſiſt of af the Bleſſings, 
of al the + Enjoywents. that Fluman Nature 
when raiſed to an E with Anpets, is 
capabls of; That Beauries and Glories, Joys 
and Pleaſares," will as it were like a fruit. 
ful and ripe Harveſt here, grow up there in 
all the atmuſt Plenty and Perfeltion. that Om- 
nipotence it ſelf will e' er produce: is not at 
all to he controverted. Heaven is the Maſter- 
piece of Gad, the Accampliſbment and Con- 
ſummat ion of al his wonderful Deſigus, tlie 
laſt and moſt. Expreſſion of bound. 
leſs Love. And hence it is that the Hoh 
| Spirit in Scripture deſcribes it by the moſt 
raking and the moſt admired things upon 
Earth; and yet we cannot but think that 
this Imaze, tho? drawn by a Divine Pencil, 
mult fall infinitely ſhort of it: For hat 
temporal things can yield Colours or Mera- 
phors ſtrong and rich enough to paint Heaven 


to the Life? One Thing there is indeed, 
8 2 which 


— 
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which ſ.ems to point us to a jaſt and ade- 


rn, r 
r 


quate' Notion of an Heaves ; it ſeems to ex- 
cite us 20 ſtrive and attempt for Conceptions 
of what we cannot graſp, we cannot compre- 
hend; and the labouring Mind the more it 
diſcovers, conclades (till the more behind; and 
that is, The Beatifick Viſion. This is that 
which, as Divines generally teach, does con- 
ſtitate Heaven; and Scriptare ſeems to teach 
ſo too. I confeſs I have often doubted, 
Whether our ſeeing God in the Life to come, 
did neceſſarily imply that God ſhould be the 
immediate Object of our Fraition: Or only, 
That we ſhould there, as it were, drink at 
the Fountain. Head; and being near and dear 
to Him in the higheſt Degree, ſhould ever 


fouriſb in his Favour, and enjoy all Good, 


heap'd up, preſi d down, and running over. I 
thought the —_—_— might be eaſily recon- 
ciled to this ſenſe ; and the Iacomprehenſible 
Glory of the Divine Majeſty inclin'd me to 


believe it the moſt reaſonable, and moſt eaſi- 


ly accountable, Enjoyment, and eſpecially 
where an Intelligent Being is the Object of 
it, ſeem'd to imply ſomething of Proportion, 
ſomething of Equality, ſomething of Fami- 


liarity. But ah! what Proportion, thought 


I, can there ever be between Finite and In- 
finite? What Equality between a poor Crea- 
ture and his Incomprehenſible Creator? What 
ye ſhall gaze on the Splendors of his Eſſen 
{ial Brauty, when the very Light he dwells in 
1 | 18 
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Of Chriftian Liberty in General. 261 
is #nasceſſible, and even the Brightneſs he 
veils himſelf in, is too dazzling even for 
Cherabs and Seraphs, for ought I know, to 
behold ? Ah! what Familiarity can there 
be between this Eternal and Inconceivable 
Majeſty, and Beings which He has formed 
out of #othizg? And when on this occaſion = 
I reflected on the Effects which the Preſence | | 
of Angels had upon the Prophets, and faw 
Human, Mature in Man ſinking and dying _— 
away, becauſe unable to ſuſtain the Glory 1 
of one of their Fellam- creatures, I thought 
my ſelf in a manner obliged to yie/d, and 9 
ſtand out no longer againſt a Notion which 
though differing from what was generally 
received, ſeemed to have more Rege, on its 
ſide, and to be more intelligible. But when 
I called to mind, that God does not diſdain, 

ven while we are in a fate of Probation and 
amility, of Infirmity and Mortality, to ac- 
count us not only his Servants and his Peo- 
ple, but his Friends and his Children; I be- 
gan to di the former Opinion: And 
when I had ſurvey*d the Nature of Fruition, 
and the various Ways of it a little more at- 
tentively, I wholly quitted it. For I obſer- 
ſerved, that the Enjoyment is moſt tranſpor- 
ting, where Admiration mingles with our 
Paſſion : Where the beloved Object ſtands 
not upon the ſame Level with us, but con- 
deſcends to meet a Virtuous and «/poring, and 
ambitions Affection. mY the happy Favou- 
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Of Chriſtian Liberty in General. 
rite enjoys a gracious Maſter : And thus the 
Child does with reſpectful ' Love meet the 
1 fe of his Parent: And the Wiſdom 
and Virtue, which ſometimes raiſes ſome 
one ha por Mortal above the common ſize aud 
he ight of Mazkind, does not ſurely diminiſb, 
but tntyeaſe 'the Affection and the Pleaſure 


of his Fylendt that enjoy him. Agin, the 


Nature of Enjoyment varies, according to 
the Yatious Faculties of the Soul, and the 
Sepſts of the Body. One way we enjoy Trauth, 
and another Goodneſs : One way Beauty, and 
anotber Harmon); and ſo on. Theſe things 
conſidered, I faw there was no neceſſity, 
in order to make God the Object of our 


Frajtion, either to bring Him ddwn to any 


thing anworrhy of his Glory, or to exalt our 


ſelves to a Height we are utterly. ancapable 


of. I eaſily ſaw, that we, who love and 
adore God here, ſhould, when we enter in- 
fo his Preſence, admire and love him, infinitely 
more. For God being infinitely amiable, the 
more we contemplate, the more. clearly we 
aiſcern his Divine Perfections and Beauties, 
the more mult our Souls be in flumed with 
a Paſſion for Him: And I have no Rea- 
ſon to doubt, but that God will make 
us the moſt gracious, Returns of our Love, 
and expreſs II Affections for 4, in ſuch 
e in ſuch Communications of 
Flimfelf, as will tranſport us to the utmoſt 
Degree that created Beings are capable of, 


will 
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our Hearts by his Spirit here, fully ſatisfy it 
hereafter ? Will not God who fills us here 
with the Joy of his Spirit, by I know 
not what inconceivable ways, communicate 
Himſelf in a more raviſbing and Ecſtatick 
manner to us, when we ſhall behold him as 
he is, and live for ever encircled in the Arms 
of his Love and Glory? Upon the whole 
then, I cannot but believe, that the Bes- 
tifick Viſion will be the Sapream Pleaſure of 
Heaven : Yet T do not think that this is to 
exclade thoſe of an inferior Nature, God will 
be there, not only al, but in all. Weſball ſee 
him as he is; and we ſhall ſee him reflected, 
in Angels, and all the Inhabitants of Hea- 


ven; nay, in all the various Treaſures of 


that Happy Place: But in far more bright 
and lovely CharaQters than in his Works 
here below. This is a State, now, that anſ- 
Wers al] Ends, and fatisfies all Appetites, let 
em be never ſo various, never ſo boundleſs. 
Temporal Good, nay a State accumulated with 
all temporal Goods, has ſtill ſomething de- 
fective, ſomething empty in it: That which is 
crooked cannot be made ſtraight, and that which 
i« wanting cannot be numbred. And there- 
fore the eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor 
the ear with hearing : but all things are full of 
labour; Man cannot utter it. And if this 


were not the State of temporal Things, yet 


that one Thought of Solomon that he mult 
2 ö 8 4 leave 
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Will not Goa, that ſheds abroad his Love in | 
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964 Of Chriftuan Liberty in General. 
\._ * leave them, makes good the Charge of Vanity 
and Vexation: And the contrary is that 
which compleats Heaven; namely, that 
it is Eternal, Were Heaven to have 
an End, that End would make it None. 
That Death would be as much more in- 
tolerable than this here, as the Joys of Hea- 
ven are above thoſe of Earth, For the Ter- 
ror, and the Evil of it,, would be to be 
eſtimated, by the Perfection of that Nature 
and Happineſs which it would put an End 
to. To Dye in Paradiſe, amidſt a Crowd 
of Satisfactions, how much more intolera- 
ble were this, than to Dye in thoſe -accar- 
ſed Regions that breed continually Briars 
and Brambles, Cares and Sorrows? And 
now, I doubt not, but every one will 
readily acknowledge, that an Heaven, 
were it believed, were ſuch a Frait of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, ſuch a Motive to it, as none 
could refit. Did I believe this, have I 
heard one ſay, I would ait my Trade, 
and all Cares and Thoughts of this World; 
and wholly apply my ſelf to get that other 
you talk of, There was no seed of going 
thus far: But this ſhews what the natural 
Influence of this Doctrine of a Life to come 
is; and that it is generally owing to I. 
delity, where 'tis: fruſtrated and defeated. 
What is in this Caſe to be done? What 
Proof, what Ewvidences are ſufficient to be- 
get Faith in him, who rejects Chriſtianity, 
15 F314 V Wn wk * and 
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and all Divine Revelation? He. that hears 
not Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, neither will he believe though one 
roſe from the dead. This Doctrine of a 
Life to come was generally. believed by the 
Gentile World. It was indeed very much 
obſcur'd, but never ext inguiſb d, by the Ad- 
dition of many fabulous and ſuperſtitions 
Fancies; ſo ſtrong was the Traditions or 
2 or rather both, on which twas 
built. The Jews univerſally. embrac'd it. 
The general Promiſes of God to Abrahams 
and his Seed, and the ſeveral Shadows and 
Types of it in the Moſaich Inſtitution, did 
confirm them in tlie Belief of a Doctrine, 
which I do not doubt, had been tranſ- 
mitted to them even from Enoch, Noah, 
and all their pious: Azceftors. Nor muſt 
we look upon the Saddacees amongſt the 
Jews, or the Epicureans amongſt the Gen- 
tiles, to be any Objection againſt this Arga- 
ment of a Life to come, founded in Traditi- 
on, and the univerſal Senſe of Mankind: 
Becauſe they were not only #nconſiderable, 
compared to the Boay of the Jewiſh or Pa- 
gan World, but alſo Deſerters and Apoſtates 
from the Philoſophy and Religion received. 
To what End ſhould I proceed from the 
Gentile and Jew to the Chriſtian? Were 
Chriſtianity entertain'd as it ought, the ve- 
ry ſuppoſal of any Doabt concerning 4 Life 
70 come would be impertinent. * we 
f la ve 
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366 f Cbriſias Liberty in General, 
bave numerous Demonſtrations of it. Not 
only” the Fortune of Virtus in this Life, 
which is often very calamitous, but even 
the Origine and Nature of it, do plainly 
evince a "Life to come. For to what End 
can the "Morrification of the Body, by Ab- 
* and Meditations, be enjoy ned, if 
ere be wo Life to come? What need is 
there of Renovation, or Regeneration, by 
the Mord and Spirit of God, were there #0 
Life to tome? One' Would think, the com- 
mn End of this natural Life, might be 
well enough ſecured upon the common Foun- 
dation of Ran and Human Laws, What 
Mould I here add, the Love of God, and 
the Merits of Jeſus ? From both which we 
may derive many unanſwerable Arguments 
of 'a Life- to come. For though, when we 
reflect upon it, it appears as much above 
our Merit, as it is above our Comprehen- 
fron; yer when we conſider, that Eternal 
life in the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; what leſs than an Heaven can we 
expect from an Infinite Merit and Almighty 
Love? The Love of God muſt be Perfect as 
Himſelf : And the Merits of Jeſus muſt be 
eſtimated by the Greatneſs of his Perſon, and 
his S«fferings. He that cannot be wroaght 
upon by theſe and the like Goſpel Arguments, 
will be found, I doubt, impenetrable to all 
others, Tis in vain to argue with ſuch a 
one from natural Topicks : And therefore 
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1 ſhould now paſs on to the Third 
Thing, the Attainment of Chriſtian Liberty: 
ready: And to the Conſideration of the 
Fruit of this Liberty, which I have ſo long 
inſiſted on, nothing more needs to be added, 


But this Chapter is grown much too big al- 


but the Obſervation of thoſe Rules, which 


J ſhall lay down in the following Chapters. 
For whatever Advice will ſerare the ſeveral 


Parts of our Liberty, will conſequently ſe- 
cure the whole. I will therefore cloſe this 
Chapter here; With a brief Exhortation, to 
endeavour after Deliverance from Sin. 
How many and powerful Motives have we to 
it? Would we free our ſelves from the 
Evils of this Life? Let us dam up the Source 
of them, which is Sin. Would we ſur 
mount the Fear of Death? Let us diſarm it 
of its Sting, and that is Sin. Would we 
perfect and accompliſh our Natares with all 
excellent Qualities ?*Tis . where- 
in conſiſts the Image of God, and Partici- 
25 ion of oo | GENE g N Fh fp 

ing our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fle 
0 5 Ps and the perfecting 2 in the 
fear of God, that muſt transform us from 
glory to glory. Would we be Maſters 'of 
the moſt glorious Fortunes? Tis Righte- 
ouſneſs that will make us Heirs of God, aud 

Joint- Heirs with Chriſt : *Tis the Conqueſt 
of our Sins, and the abounding in Good 
Works, that will make us rich towards 
8 God, 
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268 Of Chriſtian Liberty in General 
God, and lay. up for us 4 good foundation 
for the Life to come. Are we ambitious 
of Honour ? Let us free our ſelves from the 
Servitude of. Sin. *Tis Virtae only, that 
is truly Honourable and Praiſe-worthy : And 
nothing ſurely can entitle us to ſo noble 
a Relation; for this. «lies us to God. For 
as our Saviour ſpeaks, they only are the 
Children. of Abraham, who do the Works of 
Abraham ; the Children of Gad, who do 
the Works of God. Theſe are they, whe 
are born again not of the will of the fleſh, 
or of the will of man; but of God. Theſe 
are they, wha are incorporated into the Body 

"Chriſt; and being ruled and animated by 

4 Spirtt, are entitled to all the bleſſed 
Effetts of his Merit and Interceſſion. Theſe 
are they, in a word, who have overcome, and 
will, one day, (it down with Chriſt in his 
Throne ; even 4s he alſo overcame, and is ſet 
down with his Father in his Throne, Rev. 3. 
21. Good God: How abſurd and perverſe 
all our Deſires and Projects are! We com- 
plain of the Evils of the World; and 
yet we hug the Cauſes of them, and 
cheriſh thoſe Vices, whoſe fatal Wombs 
are ever big with numerous and intolera- 
ble Plagues, We fear Death, and would 

et rid of this Fear, not by diſarming, but 

arpning its Sting; not by /ubduing, but 
forgetting it, We love IF th and Treas 
fare: But "tis that which is Temporal, not 
| Eternal. 


: 8 SV : 3 N Ko X 
of * 10 r a * 
. = : on „ * * A 
- * 
- 


þ % 


- 


Eternal. We receive Honour one of another ; 
but we ſeek not that which comes from Gad 
only. We are fond of Exſe and Pleaſure ; 
and at the ſame time we wander from thoſe 
Paths of Wiſdom, which alone can bring us 
to it. For, in a word, tis this Chriſtie 
Liberty that makes Men traly free: Not the 
being in bondage to »o Man, but to no Sin: 
Not the doing what we lit, but what we 
ought. Tis Chriſtian Liberty that makes us 
truly great, and truly glorious: For this alone 


renders us Serviceable to others, and Eaſy 


to our ſelves; Benefactors to the World, and 
 delightſome at home: Tis Chriſtian Liberty 
makes us truly proſperous, truly fortunate ; 
| becauſe it makes us traly happy, filling us 
with joy and peace, and making us abound in 


hope, through the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. 


3 


| | C HA | 
F Liberty, as it relates to Original Sin. The 
Nature of which conſidered chiefly with re- 
ſpect to its Corruption. How far this Diſ- 
temper of Nature is curable. Which way 
this Care is to be effected, 


" Original Sin really be involved in, 


or ſeem at leaſt to ſome to be ſo, they will 


not concern me, who am no further obli- 
ged to conſider it, than as it is an Impe- 
diment of Perfection: For though there 

be 
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Hatever Difficulties the Doctrine of 
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Of Liberty, as it relates i 


be much Diſpute about Original Sin, 
there is little or none about Original Cor- 
ruption; the Realit) of this is generally 
acknowledged, though the Gailt, the Sin- 
fulnes or Immorality of it, be controverted. 
And thought here be Diverſity of Opinions 
concerning the Effects of Original Corrap- 
tion in Eternity, yet there is no Doubt at 
all made but that it incites and inftigares 


F, 
© © 
* 1 


| 4 us to actual Sin; and is the Seed- plot of 
1 Human Folly and Wickedneſs. All Men, 
4 1 think, are agreed, that there is a Byaſs 


and ſtrong Propenſion in our Nature to- 
wards the Things of the World, and the 
Body: That the ſubordination of the Body 
to the Soul, and of the Soul to God, where- 
in conſiſts Righteouſneſs, is ſubverted and 
overthroon: That we have Appetites 
which claſh with, and oppoſe the Com- 
mands of God; not only when they threa- 
ten Violence to our Nature, as in the Ca- 
ſes of Confeſſion and Martyrdom, but 
alſo when they only prune its Luxurian- 
cy. and Extravagance: That we do not 
only deſire ſenſitive Pleaſure, but even 
to that Degree, that it hurries and 
tranſports us beyond the Bounds that 
Reaſon and Religion ſet us: We have 
not only an Averſion for Pain, and. Toll, 
and Death, but to that Exceſs, that it 
tempts us to renounce God, and our 
Duty, for the ſake of Carnal Eaſe, and 
7 4 - Temporal 
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Y to Original Sin. 
Temporal Safety. And finally, that we 
are ſo backward to entertain the Belief of 


revealed Truths, ſo prone to terminate dur 


Thoughts on, and confine our Deſires 


within this viſible World as our Portion, 


and to look upon our ſelves, no other than 
the mortal and corruptible Inhabitants ef 
it; that this makes us ſelfiſh and ſordid, 
proud and ambitious, falſe, ſubtle, and 
contentious, to the endleſs Diſturbance of 
Mankind and our ſelves. That this, I ſay 
is the State of Nature, that this is the Cor- 
ruption we labour under, all Men, I 
think are agreed: And no wonder; for 


did a Controverſie ariſe about this, there 


would be no need to appeal any farther for 
the Deciſion of it, than to one's own Ex- 
perience; this would tell every one that 
thus it is in Fact; and Reaſon, if we will 
conſult it, will tell us Why it is ſo: For 
What other than this can be the condition 
of Man, who enters the World with a 
Soul ſo dark ànd deſtitute of Divine Light, 
ſo deeply immers'd and plung'd into Fleſh 
and Blood, ſo tenderly and intimately af 
fected by Bodily Senſations ; and with a 
Body fo adapted and ſuited to the Things 
of this World, and faſtned to it by 'the 
Charms of Pleaſure, and the Bonds of In- 
tereſt, Convenience and Neceſſity? This 
Account of Original Corruption agrees ve 

r xy 
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Cf Liberty, as it relates 
ry well with that St. Paul gives us of it; 
Rom, 75. and elſewhere: And with that Aſ- 
ſertion of our Lord and Maſter, on which 
he builds the neceſſity of Regeneration by 
Water and the Holy Spirit, John 3: 6. That 
which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that 
which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit, Having 
thus briefly explained, what I mean 1a this 
Chapter by Original Sin, I am next to con- 
ſider theſe two Things. 


1. How far this Diſtemper of Nature is 

curable. „ . 
2. Which way this Cure is to be ef- 

K | RY Ig 


As to the firſt Enquiry, I would not be 
underſtood to proceed in it with a regard 
to all the Regenerate in general, but only 
to the Perfec; for the ſtrength of Original 
Sin cannot but be very different in new 
"Converts, or Babes in Grace, and in ſuch 
as are advanced to an Habit of Righteouſ- 
neſs. This being premiſed, I think, I 
may on good ground reſolve, That Origi- 
nal Sin in the Perfect Man, may be ſo far 
reduced and maſtered, as to give him but 
very rare and flight Diſturbance. This ſeems 
to me evident from the great Change that 
muſt be wrought in him who is converted 
from a Sinner into a Saint; F any Man be in 


Chriſt, he is 4 nem creature: Old things ate 
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to Original Sin. 


paſt away, behold all things are become new, 


2 Cor. 5. 17. And it is hard to conceive this 
new Nature, without new Propenfions and 
Inclinations, not only different from, but 


repugnant to our former Cy Cor- 
rupt ones ; or at leaſt we muſt ſuppoſe this 


new Creation, ſo far to have reformed and 


corrected the Man, that Original Corrup- 
tion has loſt the Strength and Force which 
before it had. This will be more clear yet, 
if we obſerve never ſo ſlightly, the ſeveral 
Parts of this great Change. Firſt, the Soul 
of an excellent Perſon is filled with an un- 
feigned and habitual Sorrow for, and De- 
teſtation of all Sin; I hate, faith the P/at- 
miſt, every falſe way. And how incon- 
ſiſtent is the ſtrengch and Hear of corrupt 
Propenſions, with the Tears and Averſi- 
ons of a true Penitent? How tame is the 
Body, how pure the Mind, when the Man 


is poſſeſſed with a firm and holy Indigna» 


tion againſt Sin, when he diſſolves in the 
pious Tenderneſs of a contrite Spirit! Next, 
the Soul of a Good Man is poſſeſſed with 
an ardent Love of God, and of Jeſus; with 
a firm Belief, and a ſteddy Hope of a bleſ- 
ſed Eternity; with — Eyes he 
beholds the Vanity of all earthly Things, 
and admires the Solidity, the mo and 
Duration of Heavenly Glory: He # riſen 
with Chriſt, and therefore ſeeks thoſe things 
that are above, where — ſits on the 72 7 
| "i 54 


& dead; and his life is 
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Of Liberty, as it relates 

hand of God : He has ſet. his affections on things 
lars not on Thins fe earth; | for be 
id with Chriſt. in God. 

And muſt we not now ſuppoſe ſuch a one 
cleanſed and purified from all corrupt Aﬀe- 
tions, when the very bent of his Soul is 
ite another way? Muſt we not ſuppoſe 
the force and ſtrength of depraved Nature, 
overpowered-and ſubdued by theſe Hea- 
venly Affections? How mortified muſt ſuch 


A Man be to the World and to the Body? 


How: feeble is the Oppoſition, that inferi- 
our Nature can raiſe againſt a Mind inve- 
ſted with ſo abſolute and ſovereign. Autho- 
rity, and endowed with Light and Strength 
from above? Laſtly, The Perfect Man has 
not only crucified the Inordinate and ſin- 
ful Luſts and Affections of the Body, but 
has alſo obtained à great Maſtery, even 
over the nataral Appetites of it; how elſe 
can it be that his Deſires and Hopes are in 
Heades; that he waits for the Lord fro 

thence; that he deſires to be diſſolved 00 
to be with 1 7 : and groans to be rid of the 

corruptible Tabernicle of the Body? He that 
is thus above the Body, may certainly be 
concluded, to be in ſome degtee above, 
even the moſt natural Appetites. He that 


has ſet himſelf free in a great Meaſure, 


even from his Averſion to Death, and in 


his Affection at leaſt very much looſen'd 


the bond, the knot, that unites Soul and 
Body, 


r 
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| to Original Sm. 
Body, may certainly very reaſonably be 
preſumed to be much more above all cove- 
cous, ambitious, or wanton Inclinations. 
Theſe are the Grounds on which Tateri- 
bute to the Perfect Man, ſo high a Degree 
of Freedom from Original Sin as I do in the 
Propoſition laid down. i 
2dly. But yet I do not in the leaſt think; 
that the moſt Perfect Man upon Earth can 
ſo extinguiſh the ſparks of Original Cor. 


ruption, but that if he do not keep a Watch 


and Guard upon himſelf, they will gathet 


ſtrength and revive again: And theRea- 
fon of this is plain; becauſe' it has a 


Foundation in our very Nature. The Dif- 
pute concerning the Exiftence of Original 
Corruption in us after Baptiſm, or Rege- 
neration, is, methinks, a very needleſs one: 
For if it be about the Notion we ought to 
entertain of it, that is, whether it be pro- 
perly Sin or not, this is a Contention 
about Words; for what ſignifies it by 
what Name we call this Remainder of Ori- 
ginal Pravity, when all grant, chat the 
Stain and Guilt of it, is waſhed off and 
pardoned? But if it be about the Force 
and Efficacy of it, this indeed is a Contro- 
verſy of ſome Moment; but a very fooliſh 
one on one ſide: For to what purpoſe can 
it be, to fay a great many ſubtil and puz- 
ling Things againſt a Truth, that every 
Man feels and experiments at one time or 

TFT 2 other? 
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Of Liberty, as it relates 


other? Upon the whole then, I may thus de- 
ſcribe the Liberty of the Perfect Man with 
reſpect to Original Sin: He has mortified it, 
though not utterly extirpated it ; he has ſab- 
daed it, though not exterminated it; and 
therefore he is not only free from ſinful and 


- inordinate Luſts and Affections, but alſo, 


in a far greater meaſure than other Men, 
from thoſe Infirmities and Irregularities 
Which are, as it were, the ſtrugglings and 
Ebullitions of Original Sin, not yet ſuffi- 
ciently tam'd. He has advanced his Vi- 
ctory very far, even over his natural Appe- 
tites; he has no ſtronger Inclination for 
the Body, or for the World, and the 
Things of it, than ſuch as becomes a Man 
that is poſſeſſed with a deep ſenſe of the 
Vanity of this World, and the Bleſſedneſs 
of another. The World is in a high De- 
gree crucified to him, and he counts all 
things but dung and droſs in compariſon 
with the Excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus his Lord. His Sorrows and 
his Joys, his Deſires and his Fears, be the 
occaſion never ſo juſt or lawful, paſs not 
the modeſt Bounds of a wiſe Moderation. 
He deſires without Impatience, cares and 
contrives, hopes and . purſues, without 
Anxiety or Sollicitude; he is cautious with- 
out Fear and Puſillanimity; he is ſad with- 
out Dejection or Deſpondency, and 1 5 
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to Original Sin. 

ſant without Vanity. All this indeed 
ſhews him, not only to have conquered 
Sin and Folly, but in a great meaſure. alſo 
his natural Propenſion to them. But aſter 
all, this happy Creature muſt remember, 
that he is ſtill in the Body; in the Body 
whoſe Appetites will ſoon paſs beyond 
their due Bounds, if he be indulgent or 
careleſs: He muſt remember that he is not 
immutably holy, his Underſtanding is not 
ſo clear and bright, but that it may be de- 
ceived; nor the Bent of his Affections ſo 
ſtrongly ſet upon good, but that they may 
be perverted; and therefore he muſt be ſo- 
ber and vigilant, and fear always. Thus 
have I ſtated the Cureableneſs of our Ori- 
ginal Corruption. And as I think I have 
plainly the Countenance of Scripture, ſo 
I do not fee, that I in the leaſt claſh with 
that Clauſe in the Ninth Article of our 
Church, which affirms concerning, Origi- 
nal Sin thus: And this Infection of Nature 
aoth remain, yea, in them that are Regenera» 
ted, whereby the Luſt of the Fleſh, called in 
_ Greek ®Þpoyua capxos, which ſome do expound 
the Wiſdom, ſome the Senſaality, ſome the Aſ- 
fection, ſome the Deſire of the Fleſh; is not 
' fubjett to the Law of God, For this mult 
not be underſtood ſurely, as if the Fleſh 
did always Luſt againſt the Spirit in the 
Regenerate, but only that the Regenerate 
themſelves are liable and obnoxious to theſe 

Pn 3 Luſtings; 
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Of Liberty, as it relates 
Luſtings ; which, on ſuppoſal, that the 
Perfect Man were here thought upon by 
the Compilers of this Article, imports no 
Contradiction to any thing I have delivered. 
The Truth is, I have aſſerted no more 
concerning the Cureableneſs of Original 
Corruption, than what is neceſſary to ſe- 
cure the Iutereſt of Holineſa, as well as rhe 
Honour of the Word and Spirit. I have 
too often had occaſion to ohſet ve, that the 
ſtaͤting our Obligation to reduce Original 
Corruption too la xly, miniſters not a little 
to the Carnal Confidence of ſupine and 
careleſs Perſons. How greedily do ſome 
imbibe, and how fond are they of this No- 
tion, that the Fleſh, even in the Regene- 
rate, does always Luſt againft the Spirit? 
And the next thing is, to look upon their 
darling Errors, as una voidable Infirmities, 
flowing from the incurable Diſtemper of 
Original Sin. To the end therefore, that 
under Colour and Pretence of the Im- 
poſſibility of a perfect Cure and Reſtituti- 
on of our Nature to perſect Innocence and 
unſpocted Purity, we may not {it down con- 
rented in an impure State, and never ad- 
vance to thoſe Degrees of Health and In- 
nocence, which we may, and ought actu- 
ally to arrive at, I think fit here, to guard 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, with this 
one general Caution. l 
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% Origin om. 270 
That we be very careful not to miſtake 
Contracted, for Natural Corruption; not 
to-miſtake a Super-induced Nature, 7 8 
ced by all the Slime and Mud which po- 
ular; Errors and Faſhions leave upon it, 
for Original Nature, or Nature in that 
State in which it enters the World. *Tis 
I doubt, a very hard thing to find but 
one arrived at any maturity of Years, in 
whom. Nature is the ſame wu now that 
it was in the Womb or the radle; in 
whom there are no worſe Propenſions than 
what neceſſarily flow from the Frame and 
Compoſition of his Being. Alas]! our Ori- 
ginal Depravation, be it what it will, is 
very betimes improved by-falſe Principles 
and fooliſn Cuſtoms; by a careleſs Educa- 
tion, and by the Blandiſhments and Inſi- 
nuations of the World: And every Man is 
ſo partial, to himſelf, hat he is very, wil- 
ling to have his Defects and Errors paſs un- 
der the Name of Natural and Unayoidable 
ones, becauſe, this ſeems. to carry in it its 
own Apology. This is a fatal Error, and 
contiaues Men in their Vices ; nay, gives 
them peace in them too, to their Lives 
End: For why ſhould not a Man forhear 
attempting what he deſpairs of eſſecting? 
To prevent which, I earneſtly defire m 
Reader to conſider, that all who have 
treated this DoQtrine of Original Sia with 
any Solidity or Prudence, do cafry; the 
F lat 
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Of Liberty, as it relates 
Matter as far at leaſt, as I have done: 
They teach not only that Original - Cor- 
Tuption may be Prana and Lopp'd, but that 
it may be cut down, mortified, and dried up. 
That ſince no Man can aſſure himſelf how 
Far he may advance his Conqueſt over his 
natural Corruption, and the Iatereſt of 
every Man's Safety and Glory obliges him 
to advance it as far as he can, he mutt never 
ceaſe, fighting againſt it, while it fights 
againſt him. That ſince every Sin is fo 
far mortal as it is voluntary, and has as 
much Guilt in it as Freedom, every Man 


ought to be extreamly jealous, leſt he be 


Tubje& to any vicious Inclination, that is 
in reality the Product, not of Nature, but 
of Choice. And laſtly, ſince though much 
leſs than Habitual Goodneſs may conſtitute 
a Man in a State of Grace, yet nothing leſs 
can produce Perfection, or a conſtant Aſſu- 
Trance of Eternal Happineſs; therefore no 
Man ought to acquieſce, while he ſees 
' himſelf ſhort of this; and every Man 
ſhould remember, that his Goodneſs ought 
to conſiſt in a Habit of thoſe Virtues to 
Which he is by Nature the moſt averſe. 
1 have now diſpatched my firſt Enquiry, 
and reſolved how far Original Sin is cura- 
ble. The next is, ee 


| C 2. How this Cure may be effected. 


And here tis plain what we are to aim at 
„ „ a R in 
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fo Original Sin. 


in general: For if Original Righteouſueſs 
conſiſts, as I think it cannot be doubted, in 
the Subordination of the Body to the Soul, 
and the Soul to God; and Original Cor» 
ruption, in the Subverſion of this Order; 
then the Cure muſt conſiſt in reſtoring this 


Subordination, by the weakning and redu- 
cing the Power of the Body, and by 

uickning and ſtrengthning the Mind, and 
ſo re-eſtabliſhing its Sovereignty and Au- 


thority. The Scriptures accordingly let us 


know that this is the great Deſign of Reli- 
gion, and the great Buſineſs of Man, 1 Cor. 
9. 25. And every Man that ſtriveth for the 


maſtery, is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an 
incorruptible. And this St. Paul illuſtrates 
and explains by his own Example, in the 
following Words: I therefore ſo ran, not as 
' ancertainly; ſo fight I, not as one that beat- 


eth the air : But I keep under my body, and 


bring it into ſubjection. The Preference 
given to the Cares and Appetites of the 
Body, or of the Mind, is the diftinguiſh- 


ing Character which conſtitutes and de- 


monſtrates Man either Holy or Wicked: 


They that are of the fleſh, do mind the things 


of the fleſh; and they that are of the Spirit, 


the things of the Spirit, Rom, 8. 5. And 


the Threats of the Goſpel belong to the 
| Servants of the Fleſh, its Promiſes to the 


_ Servants 
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Servants; of the Spirit: For if 75 live after 
#he fleſhy qe [pol 4 5 ut f. Je through the 
2 1 = 2 mortif) 's deeds of the bod, je 
i Sl th that ſoweth. to 


1 (Ads 3. 755 „. 77 5, 5 


he to =o Spirit ſhall. of the, Spi- 
Fif 57 life everlaſting, Gal. 6, 8. I grant 
* in theſe places uy elſewhere very 
na V as by the Spirit is meant the 

| RA and aided by the Grace 

9005 fo by the Body or Fleſh is meant 
e Nature; got juſt ſuch as it pro- 
905 of the Womb, but as it is fur- 
er e by a. Carnal, and Worldly 
St ERIE However ſince Original 15 
the Seed or Root of Falunt ar or Cuſtoma- 
ry Corruption, theſe Texts do properly 


directly enough 75 to the Confir ma- 
tion of the Do&rige for which they are al- 
ledg d. This then is the great Duty of 


Man, this is the great End which he is al- 
ways to a in his Eye, the mortifying 


the an Rand cubjugating it to the 
Body: Here the Chriſtian 


Afar mult, BE and here end; for he 


who has crucified the Body, with, the Luſts 
and Affections thereof, has entred into 
Reſt, as far as this Life is capable of it: 
He that lays che Foundation of Morals 
here, does build upon a Rock; and he that 
Wy danke his Succeſs to the utmoſt Leher; 
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has reached the higheſt Round in the Scale 
of Perfection, and given the finiſhing 
Strokes to | Holineſs and Virtue. This L 
ſay then; He that will be free, muſt lay 
down as a general Rule to himſelf, from 
which he muſt reſolve never to ſwerve, 
That he is by all rational and poſſible Me- 
thods to diminiſh the Strength and Autho- 
rity of the Body, and increaſe that of the 
Mind. By this we ought to judge of the 
Conveniencies or Inconveniences of our 
Worldly Fortunes; by this we are to de- 
termine of the Innocence or Malignity of 
Actions; by this we are to form and eſti- 
mate our Acqua intance and Converſation, 
and by this we are to judge of the Bent and 
Tendency of our Lives; by this we are to 
regulate. our Diverſions; by this We maß 
reſolve of the Nature and Degree: of our 
Pleaſures, whether lawful, . whether expe- 
dient, or not: And in one word, by this 
we may paſs a true Sentence upon the De- 
grees and Meaſures of our Natural AﬀeQti- 
ons. There are many things that are in 
their own nature indifferent enough, that 
prove not ſo to me; and there is ſuch a La 
titude in the Degrees and Meaſures of Du- 
ty and Deviations from it, that it is a very 
hard matter in ſeveral Caſes to define nicely 
and ſtrictly what is lawful or unlawſul: 
But I am ſure, in all Caſes this is a wiſe and 
fate Rule, that we are to aim at the ſtrength- 
Bit ning 
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ning the Authority of our Minds, and the 
weakning the Force and Power of our car- 
nal Appetites. By conſequence, every Man 
ought to examine himſelf, by what Arts, 
by what Practices the Light of his Under- 
ſtanding comes to be obſcured, the Autho- 
rity of his Reafon weaken'd, and the Ten- 
derneſs of his Conſcience to be ſo much 
blunted and worn off: And when he has 
diſcovered this, he muſt avoid theſe things 
as Temptations and Snares; he muſt ſhun 
theſe Paths, as thoſe that lead to Danger 
and Death; and whatever he finds to have 
a contrary Tendency, theſe are the things 
that he muſt do, theſe are the things that 
he muſt ſtudy, contrive, and follow. How 
happy would a Man be, how perfe& would 
he ſoon grow, if he did conduct himſelf by 


this Rule? How little need would he have 


of outward' Comforts; how little value 
would he have for Power and Honour, 
for the State and Pride of Life? How little 
would he hunt after the Pleaſures of Senſe ? 
What Peace ſhould he maintain within, 
when he ſhould do nothing that were re- 


pugnant to the Reaſon of his Mind? What 
Joy and Hope would he abound with, when 


e ſhould have ſo many daily Proofs of his 


Integrity, as the living above the Body 


would give him? And how would all this 
ſtrengthen and exalt the Mind; what 
Flights would it take towards * 
DRY | an 
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to Original Sin. | 
and how invincible would it prove to all 
Temptations? Happy and Perfect that 
Man, who has the Kingdom of God thus 
within him, whoſe Life is hid with Chriſt 
in God! when Chriſt who is his Life ſhall 
appear, he alſo ſhall appear with him in 
Glory. This is a comprehenſive Rule, 
and if well purſued, ſufficient of its ſelf ro 
do the Work I am here aiming at : But 
that it may be more eafily reduced to 
Practice, I think it not amiſs to take a more 
particular View of it: And then it may be 
reſolved into theſe two: yrs 
1. We muſt lay due Reſtraints upon the 
Body. | 44: "0 
2. We muſt invigorate and fortify the 
Mind, partly by the Light of the Goſpel, 
and the Grace of the Holy Spirit; and 
partly by accuſtoming it to retire and with- 
draw it ſelf from the Body. 


FS. 1. As to the Reſtraints we are tolay 
upon the Body, what they are, we eafil 
learn from the Scriptures: For Firſt the 
expreſsly forbid us to gratify the Luſts and 
Affections of the Fleſh; and that not only 
becauſe they are injurious to our Neigh- 
| bour, and a Diſhonour to our holy Profeſſi- 
on, but alſo becauſe they have an ill Influ- 
ence upon the Strength and Liberty, the 
Power and Authority of the Mind. Dear- 
ly beloved, ] beſeech you as ſtrangers and pil- 
h | grims, 
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ever enters into the Account of things, 
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grims, abſtain from 15% . 


will eaſily diſcern this to be true; There 
is a Deceitfulneſs in Sin, a Senſuality in 
Luſt: Who ſees not that there is more At- 
traction in the Pride and Oſtentation of 
Life, than in the Simplicity and Plainneſs 
of it? That there is more Temptation and 
Alvrement in Riot and Luxury, than in 


Frugality and a Comperency ? That the 


Imagination of a Solomon himſelf cannot 
but be wretchedly abuſed, if he give it 
leave to wander and wanton in Variety ? 
In a word, If the Mind follow a Carnal 


or Worldly Appetite and Fancy in all its 


own Merits give him a juſt Title to; but 


Exceſſes and Debauches, it will ſoon find 


it ſelf miſerably inſlaved and intoxicated ; 


it will be wholly in the Intereſt of the Bo- 
dy, and wholly given up to the Pleaſures 
of it. Secondly, Though the Scripture 
do not prohibit ſome Srazes or Conditions 
of this Life, which ſeem as it were more 
nearly allied to, or at leaſt-wiſe ar leſs di- 


tance from the Laſts of the Fleſh, than 
others are, yet it forbids us to cover and 
"purſue them. Thus St. Paul, Rom. 12. 16. 
"Mind not high things. The Apoſtle does 


not here oblige any Man to degrade himſelf 


beneath his Birth, or to fly from thoſe Ad- 


vantages which God's Providence and his 


cer- 


to Original Sin. 
certainly he does oblige the Chriſtian not 


8 


to aſpire ambitiouſly to Great Things, 


nor fondly to pride himſelf in Sucgeſſes of 


this kind. So when a little after he com- 
mands us in honour to prefer one another, 


certainly he does not teach how to Talk, 


but how to Act; not how. to Court and 
Compliment, but how to deport our ſelves 


conſonant to thoſe Notions with which 


Charity towards our Neighbour, and Hu- 
mility towards our Selves ought to inſpire 
us. Thus again, we are not forbidden to 
be rich; no man is bound to ſtrip himſelf 


of thoſe Poſſeſſions which he is born to, or 


to ſhut out that Increaſe which God's 
Bleſſing and his own Diligence naturally 


bring in: But we are forbid to thirſt after 


Riches, or to value our ſelves upon them, 
and commanded te be content with thoſe 
things that we have; and if God bleſs us 
with Wealth, to enjoy it with Modeſty and 


Thankfulneſs, and diſpenſe it with Libera- 


lity, 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Godlineſs with 
contentment ii great gain; for. we brought no- 
thing into this world, and it ij certain we can 
carry nothing out; and. having. food and rai- 
ment, let us be therewith content. Bat they 
that will be rich, fall into temptation, and 4 
ſnare, und into many fooliſh and bartful luſts, 
which drown men in aeſtruttion and perdition. 
For the love of money is the root of all evil, 
which , while ſome coveted after, they have - 
re 
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red from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many ſorrows. Ver. 17, 18, 19. 
Charge them that are rich in this world, that 
they be not high. minded, nor truſt in uncer- 
tain riches, but in the living God, who giveth 
as all things richly to enjoy. That they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtri- 
bate, willing to communicate : Laying ap in 
ftore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life. And to multiply no more In- 
ſtances of Reſtraints of this or-the like na- 
ture, thus we ought to ſtand affected to- 
wards Praiſe and Reputation, Intereſt and 
Power, Beauty, Strength, &c. We muſt 
neither be too intent upon them, nor enjoy 
them with too much Guſt and Satisfacti- 
on ; for this is that Diſpoſition which ap- 
pears to me to ſuit beſt with the Spirit and 
Deſign of the Goſpel, and with the Nature 
of ſuch things as being of a middle ſort, 
are equally capable of being either Tem- 
ptations or Bleſſings, Inſtruments of Good 
ww Rc2NV - = 

34aly. The Scripture regulates and bounds 
our #atera! and neceſſary Appetites, not ſo 
much by »#ce/y defining the exact Degrees 
and Meaſures within which Nature muſt L 
be ſtrictly contained, as by exalted Exam- 4 
ples of, and Exhortations to a Spiritual, Pure, = 
and Heavenly Diſpoſition, Thus our Lord 
and Maſter ſeems to me to give ſome 
TT IN __ check 
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check to the ſtream of Natural Affection, 
and to call off his Diſciples from it, to the 
Conſideration: of a Spiritual Relation 3 
Mark 3. 34, 35. Aud he looked round about 
on them mhich' ſat about him, and ſaid, Be. 
hold my mother and my brethren : For wha+ 
ſoever ſhall do the will of God, the ſame i 
my brother, and my ſiſter, and mother. To 
which words of our Lord I may joyn thoſe 
of St. Paal, Henceforth kuow me no man 
after the fleſh ---- yet now henceforth know we 
him nb more, 2 Cor. 5. 16. The Anſwer 
of our Lord to a Diſciple who would have 


deferr'd his following him, till he had bu 


ried his Father, Matth. 8. 21. and to him 


who begged leave to go and bid farewel 


firſt to his Relations and Domeſticks, Late 
9. 61, does plainly countenance the Do- 
Gtrine J here advance; and ſo does St. Paul 
1 Cor. 7. 29. ſo often cited by me. Not 
that our Saviour or his Apoſtles did ever 
account our natural Affections vicious and 
impure; for *tis a Vice to be without them, 


Rom, 1. 31. Not that they went about to 


diminiſh or abate, much leſs to cancel the 


Daties flowing from them: No; They 


only prune the Laxuriancy of uantaught Na- 
ture, and correct the Fondneſſes and Infirmi- 
ties of Animal-Inclinations. Our Natural 
Affections may'entangle and enſlave us; as 
well as unlawful and irregular ones, it we 
lay no Reſtraint upon them. Religion in- 
"97S! U deed 
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deed makes them the Seeds of Virtue, but 


without it they eaſily betray us into Sin 
and Folly. For this reaſon I doubt not, leſt 


under pretence of ſatisfying our moſt Na- 


tural and . Importunate Appetites, we 


ſhould be enſnared into the Love of this 


World, and entangled in the Cares of it, 
our Saviour forbids us to take thought for 
to-morrow, even for the Neceſſaries of to- 
morrow, what we ſhall eat, and what we ſhall 
arink, and wherewithal we ſhall be cloathed, 
Matth. 6. Theſe are the Reſtraints laid 
upon the Body in Scripture ;” which if wy 
Man obferve, he will ſoon diſcern himſelf 
as far purified and freed from Original Cor- 


ruption, as Human Nature in this Life is 


capable of. And that he may; 


by 6. 240). He muſt fortify and invigorat 


the Mind. And this muſt be done two 
ways. Firſt, By poſſeſſing it with the 


Knowledge of the Goſpel, and the Grace 
of the Spirit. Secondly, By withdrawing 
it often from the Body. As to the former 
Branch of this Rule, the Neceſſity of it is 


apparent : Since the ſtate of Nature is ſuch 


as has before been «deſcribed, we ſtand in 
need not only of Revelation to enlighten us, 
but alſo of Grace to ſtrengtben us; of the 
former to excite us to exert all the Force 
and Power we have; of the latter to ena- 


ble us to do that which our Natural Force 


never 


10 Original Sin. 
never can effect. It cannot be here expect - 
ed that I ſhould treat of the Operation of 
the Spirit, and the Ways of obtaining it, 
grieving, and quenching it; this would 
demand a peculiar Treatiſe. I will here 
only obſerve, That 'tis the Work of the 
Spirit to repair, in ſome degree at leaſt, the 
Rains of the Fall; to reftify Nature; to 
improve our Faculties, and to imprint in us 
the Divine Image: That Meditation and 


Prayer, and a careful ut to the 
e 


Divine Will, obtain and increaſe the-Grace 


of the Spirit: That Negligence and pre- 


ſumptuous Wickedneſs grieve and extin- 


uiſh ir. As to the Knowledge of the Go- 
pel, I ſhall not need to ſay much here, I 
have conſider'd this Matter in the Chapter 
of Illumination, and will only obſerve, 
That the Doctrines of the Goſpel are ſuch 
as if they be thoroughly imbibed, do ef- 
fectually raiſe us above a State of Nature, 


and ſet us free from the Power and Preua- 


lence of our Original Corruption. Were 
we but once perſwaded, That we are 


Strangers and Pilgrims upon earth: That 
all Carnal Gratifications do war againſt the 


Soul: That our Souls are properly our 
ſelves, and That our firſt Cares are to be 
fot them: That God is himſelf our Sove- 
reigu Good, and the Fountain of all inſe- 


rior Good: That our Perfection and Hap- 


pineſs conſiſt in the Love and Service of 
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Him: That we have a mighty Mediator, 
who once died for us, and ever lives to 
make Interceſſion for us: That « lingdom 
incorruptible and undeſiled, and that fadeth 
not away, is reſerved in heaven for all mee k, 
faithful, and holy Souls: were we, I fay, 
but once thoroughly per ſwaded of theſe 
Truths, with what Vigor would they im- 
pregnate our Minds? How clear would be 
the Convictions of Conſcience? How un- 
controulable the Authority of Reaſon? 
How ſtrong the Inſtincts and Propenſions 
of the Mind towards Righteouſneſs and 
Virtue? Theſe would alienate the Mind 
from the World and the Body, and turn 
the Bent of it another way; theſe would 
inſpire it with other Deſires and Hopes, and 
make, it form different Projects from what 
it had before; Old things are done away, and 
all things are become new, The ſecond. 
Branch of this ſecond particular Rule is, 
That we muſt accuſtom our ſelves to retire 
frequently from the Commerce and Con- 
verſation of the Body: Whether the eat- 
ing the forbidden Fruit did open to the 
Mind new Scenes of Senfuality which it 
thought not of, and ſo called it down from 
the Serenity and Heights of a more pure 
and contemplative Lite, to participate the 
turbulent Pleaſures of Senſe, immerſing it 
as it were by this means deeper into the 
Body, I pretend not to judge. But tis 
£5 cer- 


io Original Sin. 
certain a too intimate Conjunction of the 
Mind with the Body, and the ſatisfacti- 
ons of it, does very much debaſe it. ? Tis 
our great unhappineſs, that the Soul is al- 
ways in the Senſes, and the Senſes are al- 
ways upon the World; we converſe with 
the World, we talk of the World, we think 
of the World, we project for the World; 
and what can this produce, but a carnal and 
worldly frame of ſpirit ? We muſt meditate 
Heavenly Things; we muſt have our Con- 
verſation in Heaven; wemuſtaccuſtomour 
ſelves to in ward and Heavenly Pleaſures, if 
we will ha ve Heavenly Minds: We muſt let 
no day paſs, wherein we muſt not withdraw 
our ſelves from the Body, and ſequeſter our 
ſelves from the World, that we may converſe 
with God and our own Souls. This will 
ſoon enable us to diſdain the low and beg- 
garly ſatisfactions of the out ward Man, 
and make us long to be ſet free from the 
eight of this corruptible Body, to breathe 
in purer Air, and take our fill of refined 
and ſpiritual Pleaſure. I have inſiſted thus 
long on the Cure of Original Sin, not only 
bhecauſe it is the Root of all our Miſery, 
but alſo becauſe there is ſuch an Affinity 
between this and the Sin of Infirmity, 
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-which I am next to ſpeak to, that the ſame 


Remedies may be preſcribed to both; ſo 
that T am already eaſed of a part of the 
2 01% Life Labour, 
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| Labour, which I muſt otherwiſe have un- 
j! dergone 1n the following Chapter. 

| | .1 am now by the Laws of my own Me- 
= thad obliged to conſider the Effects of this 
= Branch of Chriſtian Liberty in the Perfett 
Man, and to ſhew what Influence it has 
upon his Happineſs. But having Sect. 1. 
Chap. 4. diſcourſed at large of the ſubſer- 
viency of Perfection to our Happineſs ; 
and in Se. 2. Chap. 3. of the happy Effects 
of Chriſtian Liberty in general, I have 
the leſs need to ſay much here on this 
Head: Yet I cannot wholly forbear ſaying 
ſomething of it. The Conqueſt over Ori- 
ginal Corruption, ſuch as I have deſcribed 
it, raiſes Man to the higheſt pitch of Per- 
fection that our Nature is capable of; 
makes him approach the neareſt that Mor- 
tality can, to the Life of Angels, and 
plants him on the Mount of God, where 
Grace, and Joy, and Glory, ſhine always 
on him with more direct and ſtrong Rays. 
Now is Virtue #raly Lovely, and truly 
Happy; now the Aſſurance of the Mind 
is never interrupted, its Joy never over- 
caſt; it enjoys a perpetual Calm within, 
and ſparkles with a peculiar Luſtre that 
cannot be counterfeited, cannot be equall'd. 
Some faint and partial Reſemblance, I con- 
fels, of this Virtue, or rather of this State 

or Conſummation of it, have I, tho 
very rarely, ſeen in ſome maſterly — 
| o 


to Original Sin. 
of Nature. I have obſerv'd in ſome, that 
Sweetneſs of Temper, in others that Cold- 
neſs and abſolute Command over them- 
ſelves, with reſpect to the Pleaſures, and in 
ſeveral that innate Modeſty and Humility, 
that natural Indifference for the Power, 
Honour,and Grandour of Life, that I could 
ſcarce forbear pronouncing, That they had 
ſo far each of them eſcaped the Contagion 
of Original Corruption, and could not but 
bleſs and love them. But after all, there is 
a vaſt difference between theſe Creatures of 
Nature, and thoſe of Grace: The Perfection 
of the one is confin'd to this or that parti- 
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cular Diſpoſition, but that of the other is in 


its degree univerſal: The Perfection of the 


one has indeed as much Charm in it as pure 


Nature can have; but the other has a mix- 
ture of ſomething Divine in it, it has an 
Heavenly Tincture, which adds ſomething 
of Sacredneſs and Majeſty to it, that Na- 
ture wants: The Perfection of the one is 
indeed eaſy to its ſelf, and amiable to others; 
but the Perſection of the other is Joy and 


Glory within, and commands a Veneration 


as well as Love from all it converſes with. 
Bleſſed State! when ſhall T attain thy love- 
ly Innocence! when ſhall T enter into thy 


Divine Reſt! when ſhall 1 arrive at thy 


Security, thy Pleaſure ! 
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Of Liberty, with reſpect to Sins of Infirmity. 
As Enquiry into theſe three Things, 1. Whe- 
- ther there be any ſuch Sins, viz, Sins in 


which the moſt Perfelt live and die. 2. If 


there are, what they be; or what diſtinguiſbes 
them from Damnable or Mor ta! Sins. 3. How 


Far we are to'extend the Liberty of the Per- 


fett Man in relation to theſe Sins. 


* TH IS is a Subject, wherein the very 
N 411 ie w = I „ | — 
Bein of Holineſs or Virtue, the Sal- 
afin of Man, and the Honour of God, are 
edi intereſted: For if we allow of ſuch 
inis for V, ental, as really ars not ſo, we de- 


4 i - : 
& * * 


oy the Notion, or evacuate the Neceſſity 
dt „ 1 

of-Holineſs; enda ger the Salvation of Man, 
and bring a Reflection upon God as a Fa- 
vourer of Impiety. On the other hand, if 
We alſert thoſe Sins damnable, which are 
not really ſo, we miſerably perplex and dif- - 
turb the Minds of Men, and are highly in- 


im as a ſevere and intolerable. Maſter. 
Zur how important ſoe ver this Subject be, 
there is no other, I think, in the compaſs 
ok Divinity, wherein ſo many Writers have 
been ſo unfortunately engaged; ſo that it 
is over-grown with Diſpute and Contro- 
verſy, with Confuſion and Obſcurity, and 
gumberleſs Abſurdities and Contradicti- 
4 Ons. 


fer to the Goodne/s.of God; repreſenting 


to Sins of Infirmity. 

ons. This I have thought neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve in the Entrance of my Diſcourſe, not 
to inſult the Performances of others, or to 
raiſe in the Reader any great Expectation 
for my own ; but indeed for a quite con - 
trary Reaſon, namely, to diſpoſe him to a 
favourable Reception of what I here offer 
towards the rendring the Doctrine of Sins 
of Infirmity intelligible, and preventing 
the Diſſer vice which Miſtakes a bout it do 
to Religion. ada 
By Sins of Infirmity, both Ancients and 
Moderns, Papiſts and Proteſtants, do, I think, 
underſtand ſuch Sins as are conſiſtent with 
a State of Grace and Favour; and from 
'which the beſt Men are never intirely freed 
in this Life, though they be not imputed 
to them. This then being taken for gran- 
ted, I ſhall Enquire into theſe Three 
LS... A 5 bis 
1. Whether there be any ſuch Sins, 
Sins in which the moſt Perfect live and 
dye. 3 Ke 3 
1 If there are, what theſe be. What it 
is that diſtinguiſhes them from Damnable 
or Mortal ones. | e 
3. How far we are to extend the Liberty 
of the Perfect Man in relation te he. 
1. Whether there be any ſuch. That 
the beſt Men are not without Errors, with- 
out Defects and Failings, and that not only 
in their paſt Life, or unregenerate State, 


but 
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but their beſt, and moſt Perfect one, is 
2 Truth which cannot, one would think, 
be controverted : For what Unzaerſt anding 
is there which is not liable to Error? What 
Will that does not feel ſomething of Impo- 
zence, ſomething of Irregularity ? What 
Affections, that are meerly Human, a e 


ever conſtant, ever raifed? Where is the 
Faith that has no Scraple, no Diffidence ; 


the Love that has no Defect, no Remiſſion; 
the Hope that has no Fear in it? What is 
the State which is not liable to Ignorance, 
Inedvertency, Surpriſe, Infirmity? Where 
is the Obedience that has no ReluFancy, no 
Remiſſneſs, no Deviation? This is a Truth 
Which, whether Men will or no, they can- 


not chuſe but feel; the Conſeſſions of the 


Holieſt of Men bear Witneſs to it. And 


the Pretenfion of the Quakers, to a Sinleſs 
and Perfect State, is abundantly confuted 


by that Anſwer, one of the moſt eminent 
of them, makes to an ObjeQtion, which 


charges them with arrogating and àaſſu- 
ming to themſelves Infallibility and Perfe- 
Qion, vis. That they were ſo far Infallible 
and Perfect, as they were led by the Spirit of 


God. For what is this, but to deſert and 


betray, not defend their Caufe? *Tis plain 
then, as to Matter of FaQ, that the moſt 
Perfect upon Earth are not without Frail- 
ties and Infirmities ; and ſuch Infirmities 
as diſcover themſelves in actual Slips and 
= | Errors, 
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Errors. But the Queſtion is, Whether 
theſe are to be accounted Sins? I muſt 
confeſs, if we ſtrictly follow the Language 
of the Scripture, - we ſhould rather call 
them by ſome other Name; for this does 
ſo generally underſtand by Sin, a Delibe- 
rate Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, that 
it will be very difficult to produce many 
Texts wherein the Word Sis is uſed in an 
other ſenſe. As to Legal Pollutions, I have 
not much conſidered the matter. But as 
to Moral ones, I am in ſome Degree confi- 
dent, that the word Sin does generally ſig- 
nify ſuch a Tranſgreſſion as by the Goſ- 
pel Covenant is puniſhable 'with Death; 
and rarely does it occur in any other ſenſe ; 
I fay rarely, for, if I be not much miſta- 
ken, the Scripture does ſometimes call thoſe 
Infirmities I am now talking of, Sins. But 
what if it did not? *Tis plain, That eve 
ry Deviation from the Law of God, if it 
has any Concurrence of the Will in it, is 
in ſtrict ſpeaking Sin: And tis as plain 
that the Scripture does frequently give us 
ſuch Deſcriptions and Characters, and ſuch 
Names of theſe Sins of Infirmity, as do 
oblige us both to ſtrive and watch againſt 
them, and repent of them. For it calls 
them Spots, Errors, Defects, Slips, and 
the like. But, what is, Laſtly, moſt to 3 
my Purpoſe, it is plain, That this Diſtin- 
ion of Sins, into Mortal and Venial, or 
ws Sins 


expreſs Texts of Scrupture. Numerous are 
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Sins. of Infirmity, has its Foundation in 


the Texts cited to this purpoſe : But he 
that wall deal fairly muſt confeſs, that they 
are moſt of them improperly and imperti- 
nently -urged, as relating either to Falls 
into Temporal Calamity; or to Mortal, 
not Venial Sins; or to the Sins of an un- 
regengrate State; or to a comparative Im- 
purity, I mean the Impurity of Man with 


reſpect to God; a Form of Expreſſion 


frequent in Jab. I vill therefore content 
my ſelf to cite three or four, which ſeem 
not liable to theſe Exceptions, Deut. 3 2. 4. 
T hey haue corrupted themſalues; their ſpot 
# not the ſpat of his Children: They are 4 
perverſe and, crooked Generation. Here two 
Things ſeem to be pointed out to us plainly, 
Firſt, that the Children of God are not 
without their Spots. Secondly, That theſe 
are not of the ſame Nature with thoſe of 
the Wicked, in Compariſon withithoſe wil- 
ſul and perverſe Tranſgreſſions, the Chil- 
dren of God are, elſewhere, pronounced 
Blameleſs 7 without : Off EenCg, without Spot, 
. 19. 12, 13. Ml can underſtand: his 

rrors ? claanſe thou me fram ſectet (Faults : 
Keep back alſo thy ſervant from preſamptuous 


| Sans, let them not have dominion over me; 


then ſhall I be upright, and I ſhall be inno- 
cent from the great Tranſgreſion. Here 
again the Fſalmiſt ſeems to me to place 

Upright- 
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Uprightneſs in Freedom from Deliberate 
or Mortal Sin, and to admit of another 
ſort of Tranſgreſſions, in which, even 
upright Men ſlip. ſometimes. Nor does 
the Pſalmiſt here only aſſert Venial Sins; 
but he ſeems to me to ſuggeſt the Springs 
and Sources of them, namely, ſome ſecret 
Diſpoſitions in our Nature to Folly and 
Error, which he prays God to cleanſe and 
free him from more and more; Cleanſe 
thou me from ſecret. faults. The word Fault 


is not in the Original; but ſomething of 


that kind muſt be ſupplied to render the 
Senſe intire in our Language. The words 
of Solomon, Prov. 20. 9. ſeem to relate to 
this Corruption lurking in us, and never 
utterly to be extirpated; Who can ſay 1 
have made my heart clean, I am pure from 


my fin? For if this ſhould be applied to 


Mortal Sin, every one ſees, that it will 
contradict a hundred Places in Scripture, 
which attribute to Righteous Men, Pu- 
rity of Heart, and Deliverance from Sin. 
Laſtly, James 3. 2. we are told plainly, 
that ia many things we offend all, wolmoper 
«Tae not Sinners only, but Righteous 
and Upright Men, have their Defects and 
; 1 N And accordingly there is not any 

Life which we have the Hiſtory. of in Scri- 
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pture, how excellent ſoever the Perſon be, 


but we meet with ſome. of theſe recorded; 
as will appear from thoſe ſeveral Inftan- 
y ces 
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ces I ſhall produce, when I come to de- 
ſcribe the Nature of theſe Sins. And cer- 
tainly when David ſays of himſelf, My 
Sins are more in number than the hairs of my 
head : He that ſhall interpret this Place of 
Mortal or Preſumptuous Sins, will both 
contradict the Scriptures, which acquir 
him, except in the matter of Uriah, and 
highly wrong the Memory of David, ma- 
king him a Prodigy of Wickedneſs, in- 
ſtead of a Saint. Nor does that make 


any thing againſt me, which he adds in 


the next Words, My heart fails me; or that 
in the foregoing Verſe, / Mine Iniquities 
have taken' hold upon me, ſo that I am not 
able to look ap. for I do not affirm that 
the Pſalmiſt here has regard only to Sins 


of Infirmity excluſively of others; no, he 


reckons all together, and ſo diſcerns the one 
aggravated by the other; and the Guilt of 
all together very far enhanced. Nor do 
J; *Secondly,/ intereſt my ſelf here in that 
Diſpute between Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
Whether Sins of Infirmity are not damna- 


ble in their own Nature, though not im- 


puted under the Covenant of Grace? Nor 


d 0 I, Laſtly, examine what a vaſt Heap 
ol Sias of Infirmity may amount to, though 
the Guilt of this or that alone were not ſo 


© © | fatal. I have then, I think, proved the 


Matter in queſtion; having ſhewed, both 


from che Experience of Mankind, and the 
* 3 | 


Scrip- 
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Scripture, That the beſt Men have their 
Infirmities and Defeats; And that theſe 


may properly enough be called Sins. I think” 
it ſuperfluous to prove, that they conſiſt: 


with a State of Salvation; ſince tis not by” 
any, that I know of, denied ; and may be: 


eaſily enough made out, from what I have 
already faid. I am now to Enquire, 


g. 2. What theſe Sins be; and how di- 


ſtinguiſh'd from Mortal or Damnable ones. 
To this purpoſe we may diſtinguiſh Hu- 
man Actions (under which I compriſe both 


Internal and External) into three ſorts, 


Voluntary, Involuntary, and Mixt. 


$. 1. There are Actions properly and 
truly Voluntary; ſuch are thoſe deliberate 
Tranſgreſſions of a Divine Law, which 
Man commits in Oppoſition to the direct 
Remonſtrances of Conſcience; he knows 
the Action is forbid; he ſees the Turpi- 


tude and Obliquity of it; he is not igno- 
rant of the Puniſhment denounced againſt 


it, and yet he ventures upon it: This is 
plainly mortal, damnable Sin, and I can- 
not think, that any Circumſtance or Pre- 
tence whatever, can render it venial. And 
therefore I muſt be pardoned, if I cannot 
be of their Opinion, who 7. 


the ſmalneſs of the Matter, the Reluctane 7 
of Conſcience, or the Length and Force 
of a Temptation, can ſo ſoſten and miti- 

"LY | gate 


ppoſe, that 
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gate a Voluntary Tranſgreſſion, as to di- 
miniſh it into a Sin of Infirmity. 1. As 
to the Smallneſs of the Matter. Some can- 
not but think thoſe Tranſgreſſions Venial, 
which are, for the Matter of them, fo 
ſlight and inſignificant, that they ſeem to 
be attended by no miſchie vous Conſe- 
quence, nor to offer any Diſhonour to God, 
nor Injuſtice to Man. But I doubt this 
Notion of Venial Sin has no Solidity in it; 
for either Men perform ſuch Actions Deli- 
berately, or Indeliberately, knowing them 
to be ſinful, or believing them to be inno- 
cent. Now if we perform any Action 
Deliberately, and knowing it to be ſiuful, 
| we never ought to look upon this as a ſittle 
| Sin, much leſs a Verial one. The Reaſon 
| of this is plain. The Firſt Notion that 
| every Man has of Sin, is, that it is for- 
| bidden by, and diſpleaſing to God; and then 
| to do that deliberately, which we know 
| will provoke God, is an Argument of a 
fearleſs and irreligious Heart, a Heart de- 
ſtitute of the Love of God, the Love of 
Righteouſneſs, and Heaven. But if a Man 
tranſgreſs in a triflivg Inſtance in deliberately , 
this alters the Caſe; for the Matter not 
being of Importance enough to excite the 
Intention and Application of the Mind; 
and there being conſequently no Maligni- 
ty of the Will in an Action, where there 
was no Concurrence of the Judgment, I 
, cannot 
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cannot but think, this may very well paſs 
for an Human Infirmity ; for all the Fault 


that can be here laid to the Charge of Man 


is, Incogitancy or De N and that 
too as excuſable a one as can be. Laſtly, 
where the Matter of an Action is very 
trifling and inconſiderable, and draws after 
it no ill Conſequence, either with reſpect 
to God or Man; in this Caſe, if a Man 
judge it no Sin, I cannot think it is any 
to him; though by a nice and ſcrupulous 
Conſtruction, it may fall within the Com- 
paſs of ſome Divine Prohibition. The Di- 
ſtinction of the Schoolmen is good enough 
here; it is beſides the Law, but not againſt 
it: Or it is againſt the Letter, but not 
the Deſign and Intention of the Law 


of God. I cannot think that it is con- 


ſiſtent with the Infinite Goodneſs of God, 


to puniſh ſuch Things as theſe with Eter- 


nal Miſery, or that it can become a Man 


of Senſe, ſeriouſly to afflict his Soul for 
them. I cannot for my Life perſuade 


my felf, that I ſhould 5 if 
paſſing thorough a Fiel 


ous Fancies. And here I cannot but take 
d hp Notice 


of my Neigh- 
bour's Corn or Peaſe, 1 ſhould pull off an 
Ear or Cod; or paſſing thorough his Or- 
chard; ſhould eat an Apple. The Notion 
I have of God, and the great End and De-- 
ſign of His Laws, will not ſuffer me to en- 
tertain ſuch trifling, weak, and ſuperſtiti- 
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Notice of two Things, which very much 
perplex the Minds oſ ſome good People; 
that is, an Idle Word, and Jeſting: Con- 
cerning both which, *cis very plain, That 
ſuch are miſerably miſtaken.; and that 
they are no Sins at all, unleſs unreaſona- 
ble and ſuperſtitious Scruples make them 
ſo: This, I ſay, on ſuppoſition that by 
Idle Word, they mean only ſuch Talk, as 
does not tend to Edification; and by Jeſt- 
ing, only that which is Innocent and Diver- 
tive. By an idle Word (Mat. 12.) our Sa- 
viour plainly means a blaſphemous Word, 
il that Saying of our Saviour, of every ale 
Word, &c. be to be limited and confined 
by the ſenſe of the Context: For the oc- 
caſion of the Aſſertion of our Lord, was 
the Blaſphemy which the Jews belch'd out 
againſt his Miracles. Or it our Lord here, 
on this Occaſion, advances a general Do- 
Arine, then, by an idle Word, we muſt 
underſtand a wicked one, proceeding 
from a corrupt and naughty Heart; and 
tending as directly to promote Impiety, 
as gracious and wholſome Diſcourſe does 
to promote Edification. This is evident 
from wer. 25. A good man, out of the 
good treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth 
good things; and an evil man, out of the 
evil treaſure bringeth forth evil things, 
And wer. 37. for by thy words thou ſhalt be 
Miſſed, and by thy words thou ſhalt be con- 
Roe; aemned. * 


* & 
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demned. By Jeſtine, Eph. 5. A. the Ape 

ſtle ee che nd Nag of i 
Greeks, which was generally made up of 
Prophanenefs and Wantonneſs; or brisk and 
ſharp Ironies. This is plain, both from 
the Company we find it in & ν ανν- 
eονDiα Filt ineſs and Fooliſh Speakirig 3 
and from the Character given it in com- 
mon with the other two, Ta d drworra, 
being the YT ſame that is given the moſt 
infamous and vileſt Luſts and Paſſions. 


$05 


Rom. 1. 28. Things not convenient is à di- 


minutive Exprefſion, implying ſuch things 
as contain much Turpitude' and Wicked- 
neſs in them. Beza, as appears by his 
Notes, reads 5, not 3 in this place, fooliſh 


he obſerves) makes Jeſting the ſame thing 
with fooliſh Speaking, or Buffoonry. And 
- juſtifies that Jeſting, which conſiſts in a 
pleaſant and divertive Facetiouſneſs from 


ſpeaking, or, not and, Jeſting ; which 1 


1 Kings 18. 27. 2 King 3. 23. Ia. 14. 


11. 


cy and Oppoſition of Conſcience againſt 
Sin, is ſufficient to conſtitute a Sin of Infir- 


mity. And this has received no ſmall 


Countenance from ſuch an Interpretation 
of Rom. 7. as makes Holineſs to be nothing 
elfe but a Viciſſitude of Deſires and Acti- 
ons, repugnant to one another, But at 
this rate no Man's Sins would be Damningy 

wes 1 but 


2. Some think, that the meer Reluctan- 
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but his whoſe Conſcience were ſeared ; and 
when One's Heart did condemn one, God 
would be ſure to acquit one: Which agrees 
very ill with St. John, If our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our heart, and know- 
eth all things, 1 Joh. 3. 21. No Man, un- 
leſs arrived at a Reprobate ſenſe, can do 
that which is evil, without ReluQancy ; 
for bis Conſcience will forbid him, as long 
as it has the leaſt Degree of Tenderneſs 
in it; and reſtrain; him as far as it has 
Power. And as to Rom. 7. it has been 


abundantly conſider'd; and, I think, 


ſufficiently proved to belong to thoſe, 


who are the Servants of Sin; as Rom. 8. 


does to thofe who are ſet free. St. Auſtin 
indeed tells us, that he underſtood that 
Chapter at firſt as the Pelagians did, for a 
Perſon under the Law, and under the 
Power of Sin; but that he found himſelf 
conſtrained afterwards to underſtand it of 
St. Paul himſelf, I will not examine the 
Solidity of his Reaſons: *Tis enough to 


me, that his Change of Opinion does Re- 


Iigion no harm: For he is ſo far from ma- 
king a State of Holineſs to conſiſt with Acts 
of Deliberate Sin againſt Conſcience, that 
he will not excuſe ſo much as rebellious 
Motions and Appetites, if conſented to. 
All that he contends for, in a good Man, 
from this Chapter is, That lapſed Nature 
will ſometimes exert it ſelf, even in the beſt 
Tm Mien, 
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Men, in diſorderly and diſtemper'd Appe- 
tites. r d 


3. Others, Laſtly, will have thoſe Sins, 
into which we fall, either overpower'd by 


the Strength, or wearied out by the Affi - 
duity or Length of a Temptation, paſs for 
Infirmities. But this Opinion has as little 
Ground as the two former. Ican find no 
Scripture that countenances this Notion. 
There are indeed, ſome of great Reputa- 
tion, who have promoted it. But, I think, 
the words of St. Paul make againſt it, 1 Cor. 
IO. 13. There hath no temptation taken you, 
but ſuch as is common to Man; but God is 
faithful, who will ngt ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that you are able; but will with the tem- 

tation alſo make a way to eſcape; that ye may 
5 able * it. The | Bel ; 
Words, is certainly to encourage Chri- 
ſtians againſt the biggeſt Temptations, by 
an Aſſurance of Relief from God, propor- 
tionable to our Neceſſities; and conſe- 
quently muſt imply, that if we yield to 
a Temptation, *tis our own fault. God 
expects we {ſhould ſtand firm under the 
higheſt Trials. Be thou faithful anto death, 
and ] will give thee @ crown of life, Rev. 
2. 10. To him that overcometh will I grant 
to fit with me in my Throne, even as 7 alſo 
overcame, and am ſet down with my Father in 
bis Throne, Rev. 3. 21. But whoſoever ſhall 
deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny 
FOR 1 before 


ign of which 
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before my Father mhich is in | Heaven, Mat. 
10. 33. If therefore, by Sins of Infirmity, 
Men mean, ſuch as are conſiſtent with the 
State of Grace, 1. e., ſuch as good Men may 
frequently fall into, Without forſciting the 
Peace of Conſcience, and the Favour of 
God, I cannot poſlihly think, that any 
Deliberate Sin can be ſuch, upon the 
Score of the Temptation; or that any 
of thoſe Sins, reckoned in the Catalogue, 
Gal, 5, and Epi g. can be fuck on the 
account of the Violence or Perſeverance 
with which they attack us. But, Second- 


2 


ly, If by Sios of Infirmity, they mean 


ſuch Sins as Righteous Men are liable to, I 


know not what they are from which they 


are exempted. But if, Laſtly, by Sins of 


Infirmity, they mean ſuch, for which God 
is more calily intreated, then there is no 
Queſtion to A made, but that there is a 
Difference in Sins; which is to he cltimated 
by the different Meaſures of Grace and 
Knowledge; by the different Degrees of 
Dehberation and Surprize; and by the 
Force or Weakneſs, the Continuance or 
Shortneſs of a Temptation: And finally, 
by the different Effects and Tendencies of 
Sins. To all Which, I do not queſtion, 
but chat the Spirit has regard in thoſe Dire- 
ctions, which it gives us, for our Behaviour 
towards ſuch as fall, Ga, 6, 1. Brethren, if 
4 Man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
Aba Jpirt- 
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§. 2, A Second ſort of Actions are ſuch 
as we call Involuntary; that is, thoſe 
wherein we exerciſe no Deliberation, no 
Choice. Some have reduced Sins of Infir- 
mity to this Head, but with what Colour 
of Reaſon any one may judge. For ſince 
Actions truly Involantary, are neither the 
Object of the Underſtanding nor Will, 'tis 
hard to conceive what Morality there can 
be in them. The Grounds on which this 
Opinion is built are ſuch as theſe. Firſt, 
the Meaſure, ſay they, of Good and Evil 
is the Law of God; but Involuntary and 
unavoidable Actions are not a proper Sub- 
ject of Laws: For to what purpoſe is it 
to preſcribe Rules, or to propoſe Rewards 
and Puniſhments to ſuch Actions, as are 
no way ſubject to our Choice? Secondly, 
They tell us, ttis inconſiſtent with the 
Goodneſs of God, and the Riches of Goſ- 
pel Grace, to impute thoſe Things to a 
Man as Damnable Sins, which fall not 
within the Compaſs of his Power or Deli- 


beration. Now, I muſt confeſs, I am fo 


far from denying any Actions, that can lay 
a juſt claim to this Apology, to be Venial, 
b thar 
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ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs ; conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſp 
be tempted. And of ſome have compaſſion, ma- 
king a difference : And others ſave with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire, Jude 22, 23. 
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that I cannot forbear thinking that they 
are not ſinful: For where there is no Law, 
there is no Tranſereſſion, But how does 


this way of arguing for the Excuſableneſs 


of Involuntary Tranſgreſſions, conſiſt with 
thoſe other Doctrines which they - main- 


tain concerning them; namely, That we are 
bound to Repentance for them; That theſe 
Sins are not Venial in their own Nature, 
but only thro' the Favour of God? For the 


Law, taken in.its Rigour, denounces Death 
againſt all Sin in general, without Limita- 
tion or Exception; ſo that if God ſhould 


judge rigorouſly, even Involuntary Sin 
would fall under that Sentence, The wages 


F Siz is Death. This, I muſt confeſs, 
ſeems to me very incoherent. For if an 


Action be of that Nature, that it cannot 
properly be the Matter or Subject of a Law, 


How can it fall under the Condemnation of 
Law? If it be of that Nature that it is in- 


capable of any Moral Regulation, nor ſub- 


jeck to the Influence of Reward or Pu- 
niſhment, How can it be meer Matter of 
Grace that a Man is not damned for it? 
In a word, if an Action be truly and 


properly In voluntary, it can by no means 


be Sin; And if it be Voluntary, it is ſub- 


ject to the Regulation of Laws: Tis a 


proper Inſtance of Deliberation and Free- 


dom, and capable of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments. And the Truth is, the one needs 
| | . | a 


to Sins of Infirmity. 
no Apology, and the other is not capable 
of any; the one is a Mortal Sin, and the 
other no Sin at all.. And therefore, we 


muſt look for Venial Sin in ſome other 
Species of Action. 


6. 3. The laſt Claſs of Actions are 
thoſe which are of a mixt Nature; partly 
Voluntary, and partly In voluntary: And 


3 13 


here, I think, we muſt place Sins of In- 


firmity, by whatever Names we may call 
them. For theſe ſurely, if they are to be 


rank d (as by all they are) amongſt Aﬀu- 


al Sins, muſt be ſuch Actions as have in 
them, ſomething of Voluntary, ſome- 
thing of Involuntary , much of Human 
Frailty, and ſomething of Sinful ; much 
of Unavoidable, and ſomething of Moral 
Obliquity. Theſe are the Tranſgreſſions 


- which the Scripture ſeems to me, to intend 


by Errors, Defects, Slips, Motes, the 
Spots of God's Children; and theſe cer- 
tainly, if any, muſt be the Sins that can 
conſiſt with a State of Grace. For theſe 
do not imply a deliberate Wickedneſs in 
the Will, much leſs an Habitual one; nay, 
they do not include in them any Wickedneſs 
at all, ſtrictly ſpeaking, but are truly the 
Effects of Human Frailty, and the unhap. 
py Circumſtances of this Mortal Life. 
Thus then I deſcribe a Venial Sin; it has 
in it ſo much of Voluntaay as to make it 

is | Sin, 


— 
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Sin, ſo much of Involuntary as to make it 
Frailty ; it bas ſo much of the Will in it, 
that it is capable of being reduced; and yer 


ſo much of Neceflity 1a it, it is never utter- 


ly to be extirpated: It has ſomething in it 
Criminal enough to oblige us to watch 
againſt it, and repent of it; and yet ſo 
much in it pitiable and excuſable, as to en- 


title us to Pardon under the Covenant of 


Grace. And thus I diſtinguiſh Venial 
from Mortal Sin: Mortal Sin proceeds 
from a Heart, either Habitually corrupted, 
or deceived and. captivated for the time; 
but Venial Sin reſults. from the Imperſecti- 
ons and Infelicities of our Nature, and our 


State. Mortal Sin is truly Voluntary and 


Deliberate in the Riſe and Birth of it, and 
miſchievous and injurious: in its Confe- 


quence: Bur Venial-Sin is very far Indeli- 


berate in its Beginning, and, if not indul- 


ged, almoſt harmleſs in its Effects: Defi- 


ciency is, as it were, the Eſſence of the 
one, Malignity of the other; in the one 


we ſee more of Frailty, in the other more 


of Wickedneſs: In rhe. one ſomething 
nearly ally'd to Neceflity, in the other 


to Preſumption : The one is the Tranſgreſ- 


ſion of the Law of Perfection, the other 
of the Law of Sincerity ; the one is re- 


pugnant to the Letter, the other to the 


Delign and End of the Law; the one is a 
Violation of God's Commands, taken in 
1 
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the moſt fa vourable Conſtruction; the 
other a Violation of them in a rigorous 
one. That this was the Notion of St. Au- 
ſtin, St. Jerome, and others, who impugn'd 
the ſinleſs Perfection of the Pelagians, is 
very plain. 1. From the Diſtind ion they 
made between Kaxiz and d p, Cri- 
men and Peccatum, i. e. between Wicked- 
nels and Defects, between Crimes and 
Faults; for this is plainly the Senſe wherein 
they uſed theſe Words. And next from thoſe 
very clear and lively Deſcriptions of Venial 
Sin, which occur frequently in St. Auſtin; 


after whom, 'tis well known, others writ. 
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Such is that * through Ignorance 
or Infirmity , for want of exert- 


ing our utmoſt Strength againſt. 


Concupiſcence, we are drawn away 
by it to ſome unlawful Things; 
and the worſe we are, ſo much the 
more and the oftner; but the bet- 
ter we are, ſo much the leſs and 


the ſeldomer do we give way to it. 


And thus + St. Jerome imputes 
Venial Sin, to our not making 
uſe of our utmoſt Strength and 
Diligence. I might content 


my ſelf with having given this 
general Deſcription of Sins of 
Infirmity, did I not know, 
how ill a Talent ſome have at 
Application of Generals to any particular 
Caſe; 


* Fit per Ignoran- © 


tiam velInfirmitatem non 


exertis adverſus cam totis 
viribus voluntatis, eidem 
ad illicita etiam nonnulle 
cedamus, tanto magis & 
crebrius quanto deterio- 


res, tanto minus Crariu 


quanto meliores ſumus. 
Tom. 7. De Peccat, Rem. 
p-. 589. 


+ Hoc & nos dicimas, 
poſſe Hominem non pecca- 


re, ſi velit, pro tempore, 


pro loco, pro imbecillitate 


corporea, quamdiu inten- 


fus eft Ani mus, qua mdi i 
chor da nullo vitio laxatur 
in Cithara. Dial, 3. adv. 
Pe lag. P» 201. 


* 
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Caſe; and how little ſatisfactory ſuch Ac- 
count is to the weak and ſcrupulous. For 
the ſake of theſe therefore, I think fit to 
be a little more diſtinct and particular on 
this Argument. In Venial Sin then, Two 
Things muſt be conſidered. | 


1. The Matter of it. 
2. The Manner of Committing it. 


1. As to the Matter, I conceive it 
ought to be ſlight and inconſiderable. There 
is no room for a Venial Sin in things of a 


crying provoking Nature; as in Adultery, 
Idolatry, Murther ; for in theſe, the In- 


juſtice and Wickedneſs, with reſpect to 
God and Man, is palpable and formidable; 
and can never, for ought J ſee, be extenua- 
ted by any Circumſtances into Sins of In- 
firmity. But when T ſay, the Matter of 
the Sin of Infirmity, muſt not be a deteſt- 
able and crying Provocation, I do not mean 
to extend this to the firſt Tendencies and 
Diſpoſitions even towards ſuch Sins. Thus 
though Adultery cannot be a Venial Sin, 


vet the firſt Sallies of the Deſire, the firſt 


Glances and Wandrings of the Eye, may. 


And the ſame thing may be ſaid of the 
firſt Motions towards any other Sin. 
2. As to the next thing to be conſidered 


in a Venial Sin, that is, the manner of 


committing it, it muſt proceed from Igno- 
rance, Frailty, or Surpriſe. . 


— 
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1. From Ignorance. By Ignorance I do 
not mean that which is utterly iuvixcible, 


but that which has ſome Defe# , ſome 


Frailty, ſome Degree of Negligence in it. 
Of this kind, I rake thoſe Errors to be, 


againſt which David prays, Pſalm 19. 12. 


Who can anderſtand his Errors? cleanſe thou 
me from ſecret faults. He that conſiders 
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Human Nature, and the Power of Educa- 


tion; the Influence of Prejudices which 
we ſuck in betimes, and ſuch like, will 
eaſily acknowledge, that there may be ſuch 
Errors. When we have uſed a moral Dili- 
gence in examining our Lives, and tryi 

our own Hearts; yet conſidering the val 
Variety of Duties we are to run through, 
no humble Man can be confident, that he 


has omitted nothing, that he is miſtaken in 


nothing. This I take to be the ſenſe of So- 


lomon, Prov. 20. 9. Who can ſay, I have 


made my heart clean, I am pure from my ſin? 
And this I take to be the ſenſe of Sr. Paul 
1 Cor. 4. 4. For I know nothing by my ſelf, 
yet am 1 not hereby juſtified : but he that 
judgeth me is the Lord. There are Miſtakes 
and Errors, which might indeed have been 
prevented or removed, by the ſfricteſt Im- 
partiality, and the friFeft Diligence. But 
alas! How often do Good Mea fall ſhort 
of both theſe? How common is it for 
Good Men to be too far tranſported by the 
belt of Principles, even Zeal? How often 


do 
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do Good Men mix their Errors in Reproof 
and Reprehenſion, and in the one and the 
Z ̃˙7?V? ! oo 

2. Surpriſe and Inadvertency is another 
thing that renders Sin Veuial. The Multi- 
tude of Affairs and Temptations, the Sud- 
denneſs and UnexpeQednefs of ſome un- 
uſual Temptation, or ſomething of this 
kind, may betray a Good Man into ſome 
Slips or Errors, in Word or Deed. This 
T take to be the Cafe of Sarah, when ſhe 
faid, I laughed not: Of Jonah, when he 
replied upon God, I do well to be angry, 
Jon. 3. Of David, when he pronounced 
raſhly, do thou and Zibah divide the land, 
2 Sam. 16. 4. Of Szal and Barnabas, when 
they broke out into Hear and Anger. 
Bur that which was a Sin of Infrmity in 
the beginning, became, I doubt, a Delibe- 
rate one in the end, when they parted from 
one another. Some extend this Circum- 
ſtance of Surprize to excuſe Sins, which 
imply notorious Wickedneſs, and are of 
very ill Conſequence; but, I think, very 
erroneouſly. Tis true, theſe Sins of Sur- 
prize, whatever the Matter of them be, are 
generally conceived to be much extenua- 
red through want of Opportunity to ſum- 


mon our Strength, and to make uſe of ma- 


ture and ſober Deliberation ; eſpecially 
where the Temptation is not only ſudden 
but violent too. For in this caſe, the Sol- 
dier 
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dier of Chriſt, taken, as it were, in an 
Ambuſh, or blown up with a Mine, ſeems 
to be loſt and defeated before he diſcern 
his Danger: I do not doubt then, but this 
Suddenneſs of a Temptation does very 


much diminiſh the Guilt of a Sin. But 


we ought to remember too, that there are 
many Things that do abate and take off 
from this Excuſe: As Firſt, It is not eaſy 
to conceive how any Thing that is a direct 
Wickedneſs, that is a Sin of a deeper Dye 


than ordinary, on the account of its miſ- 
chievous Conſequences, ſhould make its 
Approach ſo ſilently, and ſo ſuddenly, that 
we ſhould fall into it indiſcernibly. Se- 
condly, The Chriſtian is bound to ſhun 


not only every Evil, but every Appearance 
of it; and 'tis hard to imagine, that a ſin- 
cere Man, who does indeed ſtrain at a Guat, 
ſhould ſwallow a Camel. He that preſerves 
the Tenderneſs of Conſcience, as he will 


have an Averſion for ſmall Sims, ſo will he 
have an Horror for great ones. Thirdly, 


The Mind of a Chriſtian. ought to be poſ- 


ſeſſed and awed by the Fear of God; and 


that not a ſlight and tranſient, but a deep 
and laſting one, The Pſalmiſt was not 


content to ſay, I am afraid of thy Judg- 
ments; but to expreſs how thoroughly this 


Fear had ſeized him, he adds, my fleſb 
trembleth for fear of thee, Pſal. 119. And 


certainly, this Fear is a ſort of impenetra- 


ble 
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ble Armour, which extinguiſhes all the. 
fiery Darts of the Devil. In vain is the 
Suddenneſs, or the Briskneſs of a Tempta- 
tion, unleſs we firſt lay aſide this Shield. 
Fourthly, We are bound to be always on 
our Watch and Guard; and therefore if 
we relax our Diſcipline, if we live ſecure 
and careleſs, if we raſhly caſt our {elves 
upon Dangers, our Sin then will be bur 
the Conſequence of our Folly ; and there- 
fore one Error cannot be an Excuſe, or an 
Apology, for another. I think therefore, 
the Apology of Surprize ſhould be confin'd 
and limited to flight Offences; it cannot 
| 18 have room in great ones, or if it 
ave, it may be urged in Mitigation of our 
Puniſhment; but never, I doubt, for total 
Impunity, | 
3. Laſtly, Venial Sin has its Riſe from 
the Defects and Imperfections of our Na- 
tare, and the difadvantagious Circumſtan- 
ces of our State. Here come in the Pai- 
lures and Defects in the Meaſures and De- 
grees of Duty; if theſe can be properly 
reckon'd for Sins: I ſay, if they can; for 
I do not fee that this is a good Argument: 
We are bound to the higheſt Degree of 
Love by that Law. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart ; therefore 
whatſoever falls ſhort of the higheſt and 
moſt abſolute Degree of Love, is a Sin : 
For at this rate, whatever were ſhort of 
I 3 = E 015393 Per. 
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Perfection, would be Sin. We muſt love, 
nothing better than God, nothing equal to' 
Him: This will conſtitute us in a State of 
Sincerity. What is farther required is, that 
we are'bound to aim at, and purſue after 
the higheſt and moſt perfect Degrees of 
Love; but we are not bound under Pain 
of Damnation to attain” them. But on tlie 
other hand, I readily grant, that our fal- 
ling ſhort in the Degrees of Faith, Love, 
rw and the like, may be properly rec- 
oned amongſt Sins; when they ſprin 

from the Deas of Vigilance and Induſtry ; 
And if theſe Defects he ſuch as can conſt 
with Sincerity, then are the Imperfections 
or the Abatements of our Virtues, pardo- 
nable ; and then only. Here again fall in 
Omiſſions, wandring Thoughts, Dalneſs and 
Heavineſs in Duty, the ſhort Ticillations of 
ſome irregular Fancies, Forgetfulneſs, (light 
and ſhort Fits of Envy, Diſcontent, An- 
ger, Ambition, Gaiety of Mind. Thus 
we find the Diſciples falling aſleep when, 
they ſhould have pray'd, Mas. 26. and 
David praying, quicken thou me, .Pſal. 119. 
Thus his Soul too was often caſt down, and 
diſquieted within him, P/al. 42. 2 Chron. 
30. 18, 19. Job curſed the Day of his Birth. 
In ſhort, our Natures ' are, Hamas, not. 
Angelical ; and our State is fall of Variety 
of Accidents, that they are too apt to 
diſcompoſe the * divert it from 
| . Its 
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its great End. The Ebbs and Flows of 
Blood and Spirits, and an unlucky Con- 
ſtitution, or a Diſtemper; the Multitude 
or Confuſion of Affairs; the Violence or 
the Length of Trials; the Eaſe and Flat- 
tery of Proſperity; the Wearineſs of the 
Body, or of the Mind; the Incommodi- 
ouſneſs of Fortune, Roughneſs of Con- 
verſation; theſe, and a thouſand othe 
things, are apt to produce Defeats . 
Failures in our Obedience, ſhort Diſorders 
in our Affections; and ſuch Emotions and 
Ervptions as abundantly prove the belt to 
be but Men; and the higheſt, Perfection, 
if it be but Human, to be wanting and de- 
fective. I think I have now. omitted no- 
eng neceſſary to form a true Notion of 
the Sin of Infirmity. My next buſineſs 
therefore is, to conſider, | 


g. 3. How far the Liberty of the Perfect 
Man, in reſpect of Venial Sin, ought to be 
extended. There is great Affinity between 
Venial and Original Sin; and therefore. 
the Perfect Man's Liberty, as it relates to 
the one and the other, conſiſts in much the 
ſame Degrees, and is to be attain'd by the 
ſame Method ; ſo that 1 might well 
enough diſmiſs this Subject, and paſs on to 
Mortal Sin. But reflecting on the Nature 
of Man, how prone we are to ſin, and yet 
how apt we are to think well of our * 


10 Sins of Infirmity. 3 


I judge it neceſſary to guard the Doctrine 
of Venial Sin by ſome few Rules, which 
may at once ſerve to ſecure our Since- 
rity, and point out the Perfection we are 
to aſpire to. 1½ Then, If we would pre- 
vent any fatal Event of Sins flowing front 
Ignorance, we muſt rake care, that our Ig- 
norance it ſelf be not Criminal; and that 
it will not be, if our Hearts be ſincerely 
diſpoſed to do our Duty, and if we uſe mo- 
ral Diligence to know it: If we be impar- 
tial, humble, and honeſt, and have that 
Concern for the Knowledge and Practice 
of our Duty, that. is in ſome ſort proportio- 
nable to the Importance of it. The Igno- 
rance that ariſes from natural Incapacity, 
or want of ſufficient Revelation, is iv¹. 
cible ; and therefore innocent, John 9. 41. 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, If he were blind, ge 
ſhould have no ſin; but now ye ſay, we ſee ; 
therefore your ſin remaineth : And 15. 22. 
If I had not come and ſpoken unto them, they 
had not had ſin: but now they have no cloke 
for their ſins. This Rule muſt be under- 
ſtood of receſſary Knowledge in General; 
and more /egible and conſpicuous Lines of 
Duty: Both which notwithſtanding, there 
may be room tor (ins of Infirmity to enter, 
where Mortal ones cannot: There may be 
imperfect Diſpoſitions of Mind, and latent 
Prejudices; there may be Inſtances of Du- 
ty of a ſlighter moment; there may be ſe- 
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veral Circumſtances, and ſmall Emergen- 


cies that may either be without the Aim, or 


eſcape the Diſcovery of a moral Search, that 


is, of a Human one; which though it be 
without Hypocriſy, is not yet without more 
or leſs Frailty. As to Perfection it differs 


in this, as it does in other Caſes, from Sin- 


cerity only in the Degrees by which it is 


advanced above it. He that will be Per- 
fect, muſt ſearch for Wiſdom as for hid 


Tresſures: His Delight muſt be in the 
Law of the Lord, and in his Law muft he 


meditate day and' night: His Thirſt of 


Truth muſt be more eager and impatient, 


his Diligence more wakeful, more, circum- 


ſpect, more particular, more ſteady and 
conſtant than that of the Beginner ; or of 
one who is no farther advanced, than ſuch 
Meaſures of Faith and Love, as are indi- 
ſpenſably neceſſary to Sincerity, will carry 


him. © 244. Sins that are occaſion'd by Sar- 


prize and Tnadvertency will not prove de- 
ſtruQive, if the Inadvertercy it ſelf be in 
a manner innocent: That is, Firſt, There 
is no room for Tnadvertency in compleat 
Acts of crying Sins. Secondly, there is 
no pretence for Inadvertency, if we had 
any Miſgivings within, or Warnings with- 
out concerning that particular Sin, into 
which we fel} afterwards; much leſs if 
we cheriſh il] Motions till they grow too 
ſtrong for us. And laſt of all, if we re- 
pcat 
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peat the fame Sin frequently . and contem- 
ptuouſſy. And to this T may add, he 


cannot be ſaid to ſin through ſurprize, who 


throws himſelf into the Way of Tempta- 
tion, even though he be conſcious of his 
own Infirmity. 34h. As to thoſe Moral 
Defe&ts which flow from zataral Infir- 
mity, they will not deſtroy us; if the In- 
firmity it ſelf be pardona ble. There are 
Infirmities which we acquire ; Infirmities 
which grow ſtronger by Indulgence; In- 
firmities which continue meerly becauſe 


we do not take Pains to ſubdue them: 


325 


Our Moral Defects muſt not flow from 


theſe kinds of Infirmities; but from ſuch 
as conſidering Human Nature, and the 


State of this World, *cis impoſſible utterly. 


to root out. Theſe Moral Defe&s will do 
us no harm; if, Firſt, We take Care to 
ſettle in our Minds the Habits of thoſe 
Virtues that are directly oppoſite to them. 
Secondly, if we watch and fight againſt 
our natural Infirmities; and endeavour to 
reduce our Appetites, even our natural 
Appetites, within ſtrict and narrow 
Bounds. Thirdly, If we waſh off the 
Stains of our Slips and Defects by a gene- 
ral Repentance: For upon the Notion. I 


have here given of Venial Sin, Repentance 


appears to be very neceſſary: For I require 
in them ſomething of Voluntary, ſome- 
thing of Freedom; enough to make an 
PI oo os Action 
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Action ſinful, though not to prove the 
Heart corrupt or wicked. And becauſe the 
degrees of Voluntary and Involuntary are 
not ſo eaſily diſtinguiſhable from one ano- 
ther, tis plain our beſt ſecurity: againſt any 
ill Conſequence of our Defects and Frailties, 
is a Godly Sorrow. And therefore I wonder 
not if David charge himſelf more ſeverely 
than God does, My ſins are more in number 
than the hairs of my. bead. This was a Con- 
feſſion that became the Humility and Soli- 
citude of a Penitent; that became the Re- 
flections of a Wiſe and Perfect Man, and 
the Corruption of Human Nature; the Al- 
loy of Human Performances; the Slips and 
Defects, the Interruptions, Neglects, and 
3 of the beſt Life. 


—— 


CHAP. VI. 


Of Liberty, & it imports Freedom or Delive- 
rante from Mortal Sin. What Mortal Sin is. 
How the Perfect Man muſt be free from it. 

And which way this Liberty may be beſt at- 
taind; with ſome Rules for the Attain- 
ment of 16. 


H I wil Enquire into Three 
Things; 
1. What „ Sin is; or what kind 
of Sins they be, which are on all hands 
acknowledged to be inconſiſtent with a 
State of Grace and Favour. 


Þ How 
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2. How far the Perfect Man muſt be 
ſet free or delivered from this kind of Sins; 
or how remote he is from the Guilt of 
them. e | 
3. Which way this Liberty may be beſt 
attained. LICE 


. 1. The Firſt Thing neceſſary is, To 
{tate the Notion of that Sin, which paſſes 
under the Name of Mortal, Wilfal, Pre- 
ſumptuous, or Deliberate Sin: For theſe in 
Writers are equivalent Terms, and pro- 
miſcuouſly uſed ro ſignify one and the ſame 
thing. Sin (faith St. 7ohn, 1 Ep. 3. 4.) 1. 
the Tranſgreſſion of the Law. This is a plain 
and full Definition too of Sin: For the 
Law of God is the Rule of Moral Actions; 
tis the Standard and ' Meaſure of Right 
and Wrong, of Moral Good and Evil. 
Whatever is not within the Compaſs of 
the Law, is not within the Compaſs of 
Morality neither: Whatever cannot be 
comprehended within this Definition, can- 
not have in it the entire and compleat No- 
tion of Sin; or which is all one, it can- 
not be Sin, in a ſtrict, proper, and adequate 
ſenſe of the word. Hence St, John in the 
ſame Verſe tells us, That whoſoever ſinneth, 
tranſgreſſeth the law. And St, Paul, Rom. 
4. 15. Where there is no law there # no 
zranſgreſſion. Sin then muſt always ſup- 
poſe a'Law ; without which there can be 
| Y 4 neither 


— 
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neither Vice nor virtue, Righteouſneſs 


nor Wickedneſs: For theſe are nothing 


elſe but the Violation or Obſer vation of 
the Law of God; or Habits and States re- 
fulting from the one or the other. But this 
15 not all: Two things more muſt be re- 
mark'd, to render this Definition, which 


the Apoſtle gives us ef Sin, clear and full. 
Firſt, The Law muſt be ſufficiently revealed. 


Secondly, The: Lraoſgrefſion. a muſt 
be truly Voluntary. 

1, By ſufficiept Revelation of. a Dirine 
Law, every, ane underſtands, That the 
Law muſt be ſo publiſbꝰd to the Man who 


is to be govern'd by it, that the Authority 


and Sexſe -of it may be, if it be not his 
own; fault, rendered evident to him. If 
the Divine Authority of any Rule or Pre- 
cept: be doubtful and uncertain, the Obli- 
gation of it will be ſo too: And it is as ne- 
ceſſary that the Senſe of the Law ſhould be 
evident, as its Authority. The Law that 
IS penn'd in dark and ambiguous Terms, 
is, properly ſpeaking, no Law at all; ſince 
the Mind of the Lawgiver is not ſufficient- 


ly made known by it. Whatever is neceſ- 


ſarily to be forborn or done by us, muſt be 
fully and clearly preſcribed in the Law of 
God; and if it be not, it can never be ne- 
ceſlary. Men through Weakneſs or Deſign 

may enact Laws that are but a heap of 
9 7080 a Croud of dubious, Delphick 
Senten- 


c 
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Sentences: But God can never do ſo, be- | 
caulſe this is repugnant both to his Wiſdom” 
and Goodneſs, and to the very End of a 
Law too, which is to be a Rule, not a 
Snare; tis to give underſtanding to the ſim- 
ple; to be 4 laght ta our feet, and à lamp to 
our paths; not like an Ignis Fat uus, to be- 
tray us into Brakes and Precipices, and 
Rin and Dew. 
2. The Tranſgreſſion muſt be a Volun- 
tary one. And this imports two things: 
1. A Knowledge of the Law. 2. A Con- 
ſent to the Breach of it. Firſt, As to the 
Knowledge of the Law. All that I have 
to ſay here in few words, is, That Igno. 
rance of the Law excuſes a Tranſgreſſion, 
when it is it ſelf excuſable; but if the Ig- 
norance it ſelf be Criminal, the Effect of it 
mult be ſo too. We mult never think of 
excuſing our Sins, by alledging an Igno- 
rance into which, not our own Incapacity, 
or any other reaſonable Cauſe, but Ne- 
glect or Contempt of the Truth, or ſome 
other vicious Luſt or Paſſion has betray'd 
us. Secondly, As to the Conſent of the 
Will, This is neceſſary to demonſtrate an | 
Action ſinful or virtuous; without this the *F 
Mind will be no Partner in the Sin, and by 
conſequence cannot be involved in the 
Guilt of it. Whatever we cannot help, 
is our Misfortune, not our Fault; Actions 
tacrely natural, or merely forc'd, can _ 
T7 | | ther 
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ther be good nor evil. The concurrence 
of Reaſon and Choice is indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to the Morality of an Action. 
All this is plainly taught us by St. James 
1. 14, 15. But every man is tempted, when he 
is drawn awsy of his own luſt, and enticed, Then 


when Luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth 


„; and ſin mhen it is finiſbed, bringeth forth 
aal. fich 3 ; certainly imply, 
That the Spring and Principle of Sin is with- 
in our ſelves; That *tis our naturalCorrup- 
tion that entices and allures us; and tis 
our Conſent to its Enticements that gives 
Being to Sin, and defiles us with Guilt, 

From all this now put together tis eaſy 


to conclude what ſort of a Deſcription we 


are to form of Mortal Sin: Tis ſuch a 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, as is 


vicious in its Original, deliberate in its Com- 


miſſion, and miſchievous in its Tendencies or 
Efei#s : The Heart is corrupted and miſ- 
led by ſome Luſt or other, and fo conſents 
to the Breach of the Moral Law of God, 
a Law of Eternal and Immutable Good- 
neſs: Or if the Sin confiſts in the Breach 
of any Poſitive Law, it mult yer imply in 
it fome Moral Obliquity in the Will, or it 
the Tendency of the Action, or both. So 
that Preſumptuous, or Mortal Sin, call in 
by what name we will, is a Deliberate 
Tranſgreſſion of a kzown Law of God, 
rending to the Diſbonour of God, the Inja- 

* 
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7y of our Neighbour, or the Depravation of 
our Nature. Such are thoſe Sins which the 
Prophet Iſaiah exhorts thoſe who will re- 
pent, to ceaſe from. And ſuch are thoſe 
we have a Catalogue of, Eph. 5. Gal. 5, 
and elſewhere: Now the works of the fle 
are manifeſt, which are theſe, adultery, for- 
nication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, ſlrife, ſeditions, hereſies, enwvyings, 
murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch 
like, Theſe are the Sins, of which, as of 
ſo many Members, the Body of Sin conſiſts : 
Theſe conſtitute the Old Man: Theſe are 
ſometimes called, the filthineſs of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, angodlineſs, wickedneſs, iniquity, 
the luſts of the fleſh, worldly laſts, and ſuch 
like. Theſe and the like Sins have, as I 
ſaid, in them very apparent Symptoms of 
Malignity and Mortality: They are al- 
ways the effect of ſome carnal and world- 
ly Luſts, prevailing over the Law of the 
Mind; and they imply a Contempt of 
God, Injuitice to our Neighbour, and ſome 
kind of Defilement and Pollution of our 
Nature. And that theſe are the plain In- 
dications of ſuch a Guilt as excludes a Man 
from Heaven and the Favour of God, is 
very plain from the Account which the 
Scripture gives us both of the Origine and 
Influence of Sin . from the Care it takes to 
fortify the Heart againſt all „ 

E mans. 
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us of the Shamefulneſs and the Miſchief of 


Sin, even in reference to this World as well 


as the other. I cannot ſee any thing fur- 


ther neceſſary to the Explication of delibe- 


rate or preſumptuous Sin, unleſs it be here 
fit to add, That it is Mortal, though it pro- 
ceed no further than the Heart: There is 
no need at all that it ſhould be brought 
forth into Action, to render it Fatal and 
Damnable. This is evident, not only from 


the Nature of Divine Worſhip, which muſt 


be eatire, ſincere, and ſpiritual; and 
therefore can no more be reconciled to the 
Wickedneſs of our Hearts, than of our 
Actions; but alſo from the expreſs Words 
of our Saviour, Out of the heart proceed for- 
wication,' adulter, theft, &c. And elſe- 


where he pronounces the Adultery of the 


Heart damnable, as well as that of the Bo- 


ay, Mar... 5. 28. But T1 ſay unto you, That 


whoſoever ilooketh upon a woman to luſt after 
her, hath committed-adultery already with her 
in his heart. | * 


98. 2. Lam next to give ſome account of 
the Liberty of the Perfect Man, in refe- 
rence to the Sin I have been diſcourſing of. 
I ſhall not need to ſtop at any General or 
Preliminary Obſervations; as, That Ab- 
ſtinence from Sin regards all the Com- 


mandments of God alike; and ta dp Wit 
a | | | W1C 


> Ws Wy or” 


wiſe were to mutilate and maim Religion, 
and to diſhonour God while we pretend to 
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worſhip and obey Him: For the Breach 


of any ſingle Commandment is a manifeſt 
Violation of the Majeſty and Authority of 
God, whatever Obſervance we may pay 
all the reſt : For he that ſaid, Do not com- 
mit adultery; ſaid. alſo, Do not kill. Now if 
thou commit ns adultery, yet if thou kill, thos 
art become 4 dee of the law, Tam. 
2. IT. That the Reſtraints Man is. to lay 
upon himſelf, relate no leſs to the Laſts of 
the Soul than the Actions of the Body : Ex- 
cept your Righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and 7 you ſhall by zo 
means enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Matth. 5. 10. That to begin well will 
avail us little, unleſs we finiſh well too. 
Univerſality, Sincerity, and Perſeverance are 

enerally acknowledged to be eſſential and 
indiſpenſable Properties of Saving, Juſtify- 
ing Faith. Theſe things dere dl being 
but juſt, mentioned, I proceed to the Point 
to be enquired into and reſolved... 1 

1. To be free from the Dominion and 
Pamer of Mortal Sin, is the firſt and low- 


eſt Step; this is indiſpenſable to Sincerity, . 


and abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation: Let 
not ſin reign in your mortal bodies, to fulfil 
the laſts thereof, Rom. 6. 12, And the ad- 


vancing thus far, does, I acknowledge, 


conſtitute Man in a ſtate of Grace: For 
in 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
U 


x ̃ —ꝛEx— ⏑—  —__—— 


7 6 lt R Y 
| pf 8 


= 234 Of Laberty, as it relates 
in Scripture. Men are denominated righte- 
ous or wicked, not from ſingle Acts of 
Vice or Virtue, but from the Prevalence 
and Dominion, from the Habit or Cuſtom 
of the one or the other: Kow ye not, that 
to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants to obey, 
his ſervants ye. are to whom ye obey; whether 
of fin unts death, or of obedjence unto righ- 
zeouſneſs? Rom. 6. 16. But then I muſt 
here add. two Remarks, by way of Cau- 
tion. 1. We muſt not preſume tov ſoon 
of Victory over an Habitual Sin. An evil 
Habit is not. ſoon broken off; nor is it an 
eaſy matter to reſolve, when we have ſet 
our ſelves free from the Power of it. 
Sometimes the Temptation does not pre- 
ſent it ſelf as offen as it was wont, or not 
with the ſame Advantages; ſometime one 
Vice reſtrains us from another ; ſometimes 
worldly Conſiderations , or ſome little 
Change in our Temper, without any tho- * 
rough Change in our Minds, puts us out of I © 
humour for a little while with a darling , 
Sin; and ſometimes the Force and Clear- k 
neſs of Conviction, produces ſome pious 2. 
Fits, which though they, do not utterly 
vanquiſh a Luſt, do yet force it to give of 


way, and retreat for a while, and inter- § 
rapt that Love which they do not ext. [* 
guiſh : All this may be, and the work not 1 . 


yet be done, nor our Liberty yet gain'd. 
If therefore we fall, though but now and gef 
| | MO then, 
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then, and though at ſame diſtance of time, 

into the ſame Sin, we have great reaſon to 

be jealous of its Power and our Safety: 
Nay, though we reſtrain our ſelves from 

the outward. Commiſſion of it; if yet we 

feel a ſtrong Propenſion to it; if we diſcern 

our ſelves ready to take fire on the appea- 
rance of a Temptation; if we are fond of 
approaching as near it as we can, and are 
pleas'd with thoſe Indulgences which are 

very near a-kin to it, we have reaſon- to 
doubt that our Conqueſt is not yet entire. 
Nay, the truth is, we cannot be on good 
8 aſſured that we are Maſters of our 
elves, till we have a ſettled Averſion for 

the Sin which before we doated on and ſhug 

the Occaſions: which before. we courted, 

till we be poſſeſs d of a Habit of that Vir- 

tue which is a direct Contradiction to it; 
and take as much pleaſure in the Obedi- 

; ence, as ever we did in the Tranſgreſſion 

Jof a Divine Command. | 
_2dly. There are tome Sins of that provo- 
2 king Nature, ſo criminal in their Birth, 
„% and miſchievous in their, Conſequences, 
That one ſingle 4# or Commiſſion of one 


1 of theſe, is equivalent to a Habit of others: - 
- uch is Murther, Idolatry, Perjury, Adulte- 
77 ry ; theſe cannot be committed without re- 
11 nouncing Hamanity as wel] 48 Chriſtianety; 


d. Iwithout reſiſting the Inſtincts and Impulſes 
\nd of Nature, as well as the Light of the Go- 


enz ſpel, 
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ſpel, and the Grace of the Spirit. We 
muſt break through a great many Diffi- 


culties and Terrors, ere we. can come at 


theſe Sins; we 'muſt commit any other, 
in order to commit one of theſe; we muſt 
deliberate long, reſolve defperately, and 
in defiance of God and Conſcience; and 
what is the Effect of Habit in other In- 
ſtances; is 4 neceſſary Preparative in theſe, 


that is, Obduratiun. In this Caſe, therefore, 


the unhappy Man, that has been guilty 
of 118 one of theſe, muſt not look upon 
himſelf as ſet free, when he is come to a 
Reſolution of never repeating it again; but 


then when he loaths and abhors himſelf'in 


Duſt and Aſhes ; when he has ö 
Ca. 


utmoſt Reparation of the Wrong 


pable of: When, if the Intereſt Fo Virtus 
require it, he is content to be cet 
with Shame and Sufferings: When, 

one word, a long and (conſtant Cböbrte of 
Mortification, Prayers, Tears and good 


Works have waſhed off the ſtain and guilt, 


2. We muſt be free, not only from a 


Habit, but from ſingle Ads of deliberate 


preſumptuous Sin. The Reaſon is plain; 
Mortal Sin cannot be committed without 
wounding the Conſcience, grieving the 
Spirit, and renouneing our Hopes in God 
through Chriſt, for the time at leaſt. The 
wages of in i 'teath, is true, not only of 


Habies but ſingle Acts of Beliberate Sin. 
Death 
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Death is the Penalty, the Sanction of eve 
ry Commandment; and the Command- 
ment does not prohibit Habits only, but 
ſingle Ads too. Nor is there indeed any 4 
room for Doubt or Diſpute here, but in ' = 
one Caſe 3 which is, If a Righteous Man 
ſhould be taken off in the very Commiſſion 

of a Sin, which he has fallen into. Here 
indeed, much may be ſaid, and with much 
Uncertainty. : But the Reſolution of this 

Point, does not, as far as I can ſee, mini- 

ſter to oy or neceſſary End; and 
therefore I will leave it to God. In all 

other Caſes, every Thing is clear and plain; 

For if the Servant of God fall into a Pre- 
ſumptuous Sin, 'tis univerſally acknow- 
ledg'd, that he cannot recover his Station 

but by Repentance. If he repent preſent- 

ly, he is ſafe; but if he continue in his Sin, 

if he repeat it, he paſſes into a State ok 
Wickedneſs; widens the Breach between 

God and his Soul, declines inſenſibly into f 
it. Ja Habit of Sin, and renders his Wound 

a more and more incurable. *Tis to little 

its purpoſe, I think here, to conſider the vaſt 

r Difference there is in the Commiſſion, even 

Wl of the ſame Sin, between a Child of God, 

and a Child of Wrath ; becauſe a Child 
of God muſt not commit it ar all: If 

Thel be do, though it be with ReluQtancy ; 
though it be, as it were, with an imper- 

Sin. ect Conſent, and with a divided Soul; 

oth 5 though 
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I though the Awe of Religion and Conſci- 
= 3 not utterly to have forſaken 

1 him, even in the midſt of his Sin; though 
105 Hear e un, him, the very Minute it 
* is finiſh and; Repentange and Remorſe 
take off the reliſh of the unhappy Draught; 
pet ſtill tis Sin; *tis in its Nature Damna- 
3 ble: And nothing but the Rload of Jeſus 
, can, purge the Guilt, 


, 3. The Perfect Man may be ſuppoſed, 
3 ng, poly, actually to abſtain from, Mortal 
1 ut to be advanced ſo far in the Mor- 

«ek of all his inordi nate Affections, 
as to do it. with Eaſe and Nleaſure, with 
Conſtency, and Delight. Hor it muſi rea- 
ſonably be ed that his Victory over 


ungodly and worldly. Luſt, is more con- 

firm'd and abolute. : his. Abhorrence of 

I them more deep and ſenſible, more fixt and 
1 laſting than that of a Beginner or Babe in 
Chrilf. The Regenerate at firſt fears the Con: 
? ſequence of Sin; but by degrees he hates the 
1 Sin it ſelf. The Purity of his Soul renders him 
4 ' now... incapable of finding any Pleaſure in 


what he doted on before; aud the Love of 
So and Virtue raiſeth him above the Tem- 
A ptations which he was wont to fall by: Old | 
. things are paſt ama, and all things are become new. , 
4. Laſtly, The Perfect Man's Abſti- ; 
nence is not only more eaſy and ſteaay, but 0 
more intire and compleat alio than that of 
U He has a regard to the End and 
Deſign 
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Deſign. of the Law; to the Perfection of 
his Nature; to the Purity and Elevation 
of his Soul; and therefore he ex pounds 
the Prohibitions of the La in the moſt 
enlarg'd Senſe, and interprets them by a 
Spirit of Faith and Love. He is not con- 
tent to refrain from Actions directly crimi- 
nal, but ſhuns every Appearance of Evil; 
and labours to mortify all the Diſpoſitions 
and Tendencies of his Nature towards it; 
and to decline whatever Circumſtances of 
Life are apt to betray the Soul into a Love 
of this World, or the Body: He has cruci- 
fied the World, and the Body too. That 
Plea ſure, that Honour, that Power, that 
Profit, which captivates the Sinner, tempts, 
and tries, and diſquiets the Novice, is but 
a burthen, a trouble to him: He finds no 
far from Intemperance, ſo fat from Wan- 
tonneſs, ſo far from Pride and Vanity, that 
could be without any Diſadvantage to the 
Intereſt of Religion, he would imitate the 
Meanneſs, the Plainneſs, the Labouriouſ- 
neſs, the Self-denial of our Saviour's Life; 
not only in Diſpoſition and Affection of 
his Soul, but even in his outward State 
and Deportment; and would prefer it far 
above the Pomp and Shew of Life. In 
one Word, he enquires not how far he may 
Enjoy and be Safe, but how far he may 
deny himſelf and be wie: He is fo far from 
Z 2 deſiring 
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deſiring forbidden Satisfactions, that he is 
unwilling and afraid to find too much Satis- 
faction in the natural and neceſſary Actions 
of an animal Liſe. I need not prove this 
to any one who has read the foregoing 
1 Chapters: For it is what I have been do- 
= ing throughout this Treatiſt. It is nothing 
3 but what is conſonant to the whole Tenour 

of the Scripture; and to the Example of 
the beſt Times. And tis conformable to 
what the beſt Authors have writ, who have 
any thing of Life and Spirit in their Works: 
Or have any true Notion of the great De- 
fign of Chriſtian Religion, Which is, an 
Heavenly Converſation. Let any one but 
caſt his Eye on St. Baſil, or any other after 
him, who aim'd at the ſame thing I now 
do, the promoting Holineſs in the World in 
the Beauty and Perfection of it, and he will 
acknowledge, that I am far from having car- 
ried this Matter too high. I will quote but 
odne or two Paſſages of St. Baſil; 
. (4) His Deſcription of the Per- 
new l averyruier kr, fect Man with regard to his 
To. Kal ds acrvg- Self denial runs thus. He is 
qu"; {nes 6k one that conſults the  Neceſſi- 
$cgivovTe wh Tu xeipo fies, not the Pleaſare 'of his 
et i er. beg. Nature; and ſeems to grudge 
e NP. the Time which he beftows 
on the Support and Nouriſh- 
| ment of a corruptible Body. He is ſo far 
. from looking upon eating and drinking, &. 


0 Mortal Sin. 

| a8 an Enjoyment, that he rather accounts 
it a Task or troubleſome Service which the 
Frailty of his Nature demands at his Hands. 
Nor was this great Man more ſevere againſt 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, than againſt thoſe 

other Branches of the Love of the World, 


ſtian. 


the Luft of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life. ( All Vanity | 


and Affectakion of Praiſe and 


Reſpect; all the Oftenration 
0 ſaith 5% and Shew of Life, 


18 utterly unlawful for a Chri- 


ly conſonant to his Gloſs (c) 


on thoſe Words of St. Paul, 
d They that uſe” the World as not 
abaſing it. Whatever is beyond 
uſe is abaſe; directly conſonant 


to his Befinition of Tempe- 
* (4) That it is the Extir- 
pation of Sin; the Exterminati- 
on of unruly Paffions, and the 
Mortification of the Body, ex- 


tending even to the natural Ap- 


12 and Affections of it. 


And all this is direct- 
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I know not what Scruples or Miſtakes 
the Doctrine 1 here advance a 
this Part of my Perfect Man's Liberty, 


be encounter 


with: But Fam confident 


ha ve given no juſt Occafjon for any. I 401 not 


ſay of the Perfect, with 
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2A 342 F Liberty, 45 i relates 
2 oaught to ſtand; and, if it be Te, their 
1 0 Fault, will do ſo. I do not affirm of 
, as the Hereticks in V irrantius Lyvi- 
* fs did of their Party, that they are pri- 
_vileg'd from, Sin by a — — race, and 
dtraßſcendent Favour z. but II affirm, that 
they ſhall not vi at 47 to Pi Geben 
from it, We <A they, be wanting to t 
„n 135 80a iber Waintain chat 
Soc ſee hildren; but I 
5 Par © ria, 0 © Mora tal Sin is 18 not the 
| _ Spot-of bis Child 5 But. d, not I in 
this fall in w. 1 the Popiſts, who aſſert the 
Poſſibility of keeping zhe , Commands of 
God? I Anſwer, .that. takipg hem. in the 
Seoſe, in Which they 750 0 in 82 
Conference at Ratisbone this 1 
trine, I do. They there rell us, wy 
they talk thus, they ta v6 0 or Com- 
mands of Ab oor i344 ſtri FA d rig 
but in a favourable, and equitable, 7. e. a 
_ Goſpel ee And 1 ſo far 
from being Heterod odox, that Davenant ap- 
counts it a plain giving e eſtion 1 7 
1 Controverſy. But am. 1 ele 5 be 
. of 18 Pelagis ang ers? I An- 
5355 the one or thr ac a That 
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ebene Mete 
ſeem ſometimes to faſten on them) I am at 


a wide Diſtance from them. But if they 


teach, That the Perfect Man has Grace and 
Strength enough to forbear Wilful Sin, and 
that many actually do ſo, I am, I muſt eon. 
feſs, exactly of their Mind. But then, T 
am, at the ſame time, of the ſame Mind 
with St. Auſtin, and St. Jerome too; "for 
they teach the very ſame Doctrine: For 
they never contended about the 5 
of Freedom or Deliverance from Mort. 

Sin, but only from Venial. St. Jerowe * 
ſhall explain his own Senſe, Etenim abſque 
vitio, quod gyeee dicitur Ks, hominem 
poſſe MM 410: Aræ pro id eſt, ſine Pect u- 
70, efſe nige. Which is the ſame Thing that 
St. Auſtin commonly admits; That Man 
may be ſine Crimine, but not fine Pecrato; 
without Mortal, but not without Venial 
Sin. And in this, they are certainly of the 
Mind of the $ctipttire ; which every where 
repreſents the Perfe& Man, as holy, —_ 
leſs, undefiled, without Spot, walking wir 

God : And in one word, as free from Sin. 
If any Man can reconeile theſe Texts 

which are very numerous, with Mortal Sir, 
I will nor ſay in the beſt State of the beſt 
Men, but a State of Sincerity, and Rege- 
neration, I will acknowledge my Miſtake, 
But till then I cannot but think, the Doc- 
trine I advance, neceſſary to eſtabliſh the 


true Notion of Holineſs, and convinee - 
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344 Of Liberty, as it relates 
of our Obligation to it. This Doctrine is 
again neceſſary to wipe off thoſe A ſperſions 
2 Calumnies the Quaters caſt upon our 

urch; as if it held, That the Regenerate 
themſelves may continue in their Sins; nay, 
cannot be freed from them. Our Church 
teaches indeed (Artic. 4.) That the moſt 
Perfect Mea are never utterly exempt from 
Deſects, Failings, and Human Infirmities; 
- and] believe they themſelves are not con- 
 \adeat enough to teach otherwiſe ; Only 
they. will not call theſe In6rmities Sins: And 
then the Whole Controverſy is reduced to 
this; We agree in the Thing, but differ in 
the Name: And in this Difference, we are 
not only on the bumbler, hut the ſafer Side 
toog For acknowledging them Sins, we 
15 be the better diſpoſed ſure, to be ſorry 
for them, to beg. pardon. of dem, and 
watch againſt, then. . 
Ibe Fruit of this Liberty has been ſuffi 


ciently: deen 1. in Chop. 3- And: thats 
fore I Progepds: wieder wth 
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* B. To DEAD ſome Roles for the 4 
tainment Ki 121107; 
4. The Mind malt be grounded and 
rooted in the Faith; it muſt} be thoroughly 
convinced and perſuaded. of theſe great "An 
ticles of the Chriſtian Religion, That there 
is a God, and ſuch a God, a Holy, - Juſt, 
Omniſcient, and —— one; the In- 
10 1 carnation, 
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nec, 
carnation, Suffering and Glory of the Bleſ- 


ſed Jeſus; a Judgment to come, and the 


Eternal Rewards and Puniſhments of ano- 
ther Life. The firm Belief of theſe Things 


does naturally promote theſe two Effects. 


1. It will awaken a Sinner out of his Le- 
thargy and Security, it will diſturb him in 
his Gnful Enjoy ments, and fill his Mind with 


guilty Fears, and uneaſy Reflections. And 
when the Man finds no Reſt, no Security in 


his Sins, this will naturally oblige him to en- 
dea vour the Conqueſt of them. But then 
we muſt not ſtifle and ſuppreſs theſe 
Thoughts; we muſt give Conſcience full 
Liberty; we muſt hear the Dictates of our 
own Minds patiently; and conſider ſeriouſly 


thoſe terrible Truths, which they lay before 
us; till we go from this Exerciſe deeply im- 


preſs'd with ſuch Notions as theſe : That 


our Sins, ſooner or later, will certainly 
bring upon us, temporal and eternal Miſery: 


That nothing but ſincere Righteouſneſs can 
produce true and laſting Happineſs: That 
it is a dreadful Danger to dally too long 
with Indignation, or preſume too far on 
the Mercy of a Juſt, and Holy, and Al- 


, SE” N r a * BE 4 222 
7 < * \ "IT" 2 928 *T | : 
» . * 5 * * 2 . * 2 Pg 
e - »* a * ; : 
* q T5, 
- * 
— 


_—_— 


mighty God: That the neglecting the great 


Salvation tender'd by the Goſpel, and pro- 
cured by the Bleſſed Jeſus, the ſlighting 
the Blood of the Covenant, and grieving 
the Holy Spirit (all which we do by wilful 
Sin) is a Guilt, that will ſink down the 


obſtinate 
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Of Liberty, as it relates 


obſtinate Sinner into the leweſt Hell; and 
render his Condition more intolerable than 
that of Tyre and Sidon, Sodam and Gomor- 
rab. 2. The ſecond Effect of the firm Be- 
lief of theſe Goſpel Truths, is, that it be- 
gets in us a Contempt of this World, and 
all the N of it. To him that be- 
lieves, How ſhort is Time compar'd to E- 
ernity? How falſe, how empty are the 
Pleaſures of Sin, compared with thoſe of 
Heaven? How 1nfignificant the Eſteem or 
Love of Man to that of God? How worth- 
leſs are all our worldly Hopes and Pretenſi- 
ons in reſpect of an Intereſt in Jeſus? No] ] Z 
the Soul that is once thoroughly poſſeſs'd 
with theſe Notions, what will it not do, 
What will it not ſuffer, rather than fall 
ſhort of, or forfeit its Crown? In what State 
will it not be contented; nay in what State 
will it not abound in Joy, whilſt it holds 
faſt the Stedfaſtneſs of its Hope, and is ſe- 
cure. of the Love of Jeſus? Hete begitis 
that Purity of Heart, which is the Foun- 
tain of true Epicuriſm, that Greatneſs of 
Mind which alone is true Honour and For- 
titude. But that Faith may ha ve theſe Ef- 
ſecis upon us, it muſt not be only a true, 
2. Second Rule, or, if you pleaſe, anos 
ther Branch of the former Rule ſhall be 
this. They that will be free indeed, muſt 
not only believe the great Truths of the 
0 G 
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themſelves as clear, diſt inct and perfect Idea 


of them as we are capable of. This will ſoon 


* 
1 
* 


-mortify the Appetites of the Body, correct 
our falſe Opinions of worldly Things : And 


baffle all the; Sophiſtry and Confidence of 


' Luft... A lively Faich, is a Faith that im- 
Ports the malt clear and natural, the moſt 
full and enlarg d Notions of its Objects; a 


— 
” 


Faith, that not ;only looks upon the Arti- 
cles of our Creed as true, but beholds them 


in a manner as preſent ; and ſo repreſented 
Soul with great and moving Conſiderati- 
ons. This Faith does not only believe that 
there 45 2, God, but it beholds Him, and 
Walks before Him as preſent; it ſees Him 


array d in all his Glory, and in all his Ma- 


in all the Beauties and all the Graces of 
the Divine Nature: It does not only be- 
lieve that there are Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments; but is extreamly ſenſible of the 


Terrors of the one, and Attractions of the 
other; and looks upon both as at the Door. 


It does not only ae 7 a Mediator, 
but takes a full view of the Mi 


; | iſery of that 
State, wherein we lay thro” Sin ; and of 


the Bleſſedneſs of that, into which we are 


tranſlated by the Redemption which is in 
Jeſus. It Contemplates this Mediator in 
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Goſpel, but muſt frequently ani ſeriouſly 
ponder them, till they have imprinted in 


jeſty, in all the Power and all the Terrors, 


all 


348 Of Liberty, as it relates | 
all the ſeveral Steps of Condeſcenſion and 
Humiliation; in all the Tenderneſs and 
Tranſports of his Paſſion; in all the melan- 
choly Scenes of his Sufferings, and the 

bright and chearful ones of his Glory. This 
zs the Faith that ſets us free. 
933 We muſt not ſtop in Faith, till it be 
made perſect in Love. We muſt meditate 
Divine Truths till they have fired our Souls; 
till they have enkindled our Affections; till 
we be poſſeſs'd by an ardent Love of God, 
of Jeſus, of Righteouſneſs, and of Hea- 
ven; till all our other Deſires and Paſſions 
be converted into, and ſwallowed up of 
Love; till God becomes the Center of our 
Souls; and in Him we reſt, in Him we 
glory, and in Him we rejoyce, O Lope 
how great and glorious are the Things that 
are faid of Thee! Tis Thou who doſt im- 
pregnate and animate Faith it ſelf: Tis 
Thou who doſt ſurmount the Difficulties 
olf Duty, and make the Yoke of Chriſt eaſy, 
and his Burden light : Tis Thou, who doſt 
caſt out Fear, and make Religion full of 
Pleaſure : Tis Thou that doſt make us 
watchful againſt Temptations, and impati- 
ent under the Interruptions of Duty: Tis 
Thou that makeſt us difreliſh the Pleaſures 
of this World, and long to be diſſolved and 
Y to be with Chrift. Here is the Liberty of 
F «the Sons of God. Bleſſed are they even in 
| this World who attain it. But one — 
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I muſt here add, That our Love muſt not 
be a Flaſh, a Fit, but a ſteddy and well-ſet- 
led Affection; an Affection that has the 
Warmth of Paſſion, and the Firmneſs of Habit. 
We muſt therefore by repeated Meditati- 
ons and Prayers, daily nouriſh this Flame of 
the Altar, and not ſuffer it to go out. 
4. We muſt never be at reſt, till we 
have poſſeſſed our Minds with a perfect 
Hatred of the Sin which we are moſt ſub- 
ject to. The Love of God, his Long-ſuf- 
fering and Forbearance, the Sufferings of 
Jeſus, the Strugglings of the Spirit, the 
Peace and Pleaſure of Holineſs, the Guilt 
and Vexation, the Shame and Puniſhment 
of Sin, its ill Influence on our preſent Per- 
fection and Happineſs, on our Peace and 
Hopes, are. proper Topicks to effect this. 
A thorough Hatred of Sin once ſettled and 
rooted in us, will produce that Sorrow, that 
Indignation, that Watchfulneſs, that Zeal, 
which will remove us far enough, not only 
from the Sin, but alſo from the ordinary 
Temptations to it; and place us almoſt 
without the Danger of a Relapſe. : 
To this Fourth Rule, I ſhould add this 
other; That when once a Man has reſol- 
ved upon a new Courſe of Life, whatever 
Difficulties he finds in his Way, whatever 
 Baffles he meets with, he muſt never quit 
the Deſign of Virtue and Life ; he muſt 
never give over Fighting till he Conquer: 
The. 
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The Reaſon, is plain, ſor he muſt either 
| Conquer, or Die, But this belonging rather 
to Perſeverance in Virtue, 5 the Be- 
ginning of it, therefore I but Juſt mention" 
it. 715 
5. It . be.impradent. in this he. 
ral, as in Phyſical Cures, to obſerve! dili- 
ntly, and follow the Motions and Ten- 
Nies of Nature. Where there are Seeds 
of Generoſity and, Honour; N 
and Shame of Sin, the Baſeneſs and Ingra- 
titude of it, the Love of God and of 17 
and ſuch like, are fit Topicks to dwell up- 
on. Where Fear is more apt to prevail, 


there the Terrors of the Lord are the moſt 


powerful Motive: And ſo whatever the 


Frame and Conſtitution of Nature be, it 


will not be difficult to find Arguments in 
the Goſpel adapted to it, which will be ſo 
much the more eee 18 they are the 
more natural. 

6. Laſtly, We muſt uſe, all Means to 
obtain the "iris of God; and to increaſe. 
and cheriſh his Influence: We muſt ask, 
and ſeek, and knock, 1. e. we muſt Pray, / 
and Meditate; and Travel with Parience, 
and with Importunity, that our Heavenly 
Father may give us his Holy Spirit: And 
when we have it, we muſt not grieve it by 
any Deliberate Sin; nor quench it by Se- 
curity or Negligence, by ſenſual Freedoms | 


: and. Preſumption; but we muſt cheriſn 


every 
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TTY Mortal Sin. 
every Motion, improve every Deſire and 
Paſſion that it works in us; we muſt ſhun 
every Appearance of Evil; we muſt preſs 
on towards Perſection; we muſt watch un- 
to Prayer; we muſt ſpend the Time of 
our ſojourning here in Fear; we muſt re- 
joyce and glory in the Lord; and we muſt 
wait, for the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious 
Appearance of the great God, and our 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. And now I haves 
finiſhed what I had to ſay on this Subject, 
of the PerfeQ Man's Liberty as it relates 
to Mortal or Wilful Sin, I have ſhewed 
what this Sin is; and how far Man may 
be freed from it, referring the Reader to 
Chap. 4. for the Fruit of this Freedom. I 
have here, Laſtly, given that Advice 
which I thought moſt ſerviceable to the 
Attainment of it. And through this 
whole Chapter, I have had regard, not 
only to Perfection, but Sincerity; it being 
indeed improper to do otherwiſe, ſince we 


cannot arrive at the One, but through the 
other. For Sincerity is Perfection in its 
Infancy, or Non-age; and Perfection, is 


nothing elſe but Sincerity cultivated by 


Meditation and Diſcipline, and cheriſh'd by 
the Influence of Heaven. And now: let no 
Man's Heart fail him while he contem- 
plates the Difficulties which block up the 
Way to his Liberty. The Way indeed is 
ſteep, and the Top is high; but Serenity 


and 
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0 Unfruitfulneſs,/as it conſiſts 


392. 
and Happineſs, Security and Glory dwelt 
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there.” - Many indeed are the Temptations 
which would forbid. our Aſcent, and thruſt 
us down but we are Armed all over; they 
cannot hurt us; the Spirit ſupports and 
encourages us; and nothing but our Cow- 
ardiſe and Inconſtancy can prevent our Suc- 


ceſs: Watch ye, ſtand faſt, quit ye like men, 


be ſtrong; and then you ſhall be ſure to 
Conquer and enter into Reſt,  . 


2 
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CHAP. Vn. 


of Untruitſulneſs, 47 it corſiſis in Idleneſs. 
Idleneſs, it her Habitual or Accidental. 
Conſiderations to deter Men from the Sin of 


Idleneſs. 


Ground, between two bordering King - 


doms, it may indifferently be laid to either. 
As it implies a direct Oppoſition to Spiritu- 
al Life and Sincerity, it naturally falls in 
under the Conſideration of Zeal: As it im- 
plies a ſervile Subjection to ſome vile Luſt 


or other, it naturally falls in under the 


Conſideration of Liberty: So that by al- 
lotting it this Place, I ſhall at once com- 


pleat my Reflections on the Argument of 


Liberty, 


0 n Sr dee earth. ated tee "FORO?" 
9 5 r * TREES * : T | oe SOOT ST IS 
2 1 r "4 +2 1 * L 7 = 2 7 6 * 
* * 3 > - 5 "Wy ä * "*Þ "x 7 * * 2 A + - : 9 


[JN Fraitfulneſs is a fit Subject to conclude 
à Diſcourſe of Liberty with, or begin 
one of Teal; for lying, like a Tract of 
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Barrenneſs, or Unftuitfulneſs, may in : 
general beſt be underſtood by comparing 
it with a State of Wickedzeſs': From which, 
as it is uſually diſtinguiſhed" in the Notion 
of the Vulgar, ſo does it really differ on 
many Accounts The one has in it an Air 
of Defiance, the other of Untoncernment for 
Religion; the one forgers God, the other 
contemns Him; the one has no Reliſſß nor 
Savour of that which is Good, the other 
finds too much Guſt and Pleaſure in 7 
which is Evil; the one makes us by De- 
grees Enemies, the other Strangers to God. 
In ſhort, there is little Doubt to be made, 
but that the Omifion of a" Daty, and the 
Commiſſion of a Crime; Lukewarmneſs in that 
which is Good, and Eagerneſs and Confidence 
in that which is Evil, may, and generally 
do differ very widely in the Degrees of 
Guilt : From hence it is (the Sinner being 
0m a partial and indulgent Judge of 
himſelf) that it is not unuſual for many, 
who ſeem” to have ſotmne Abhorrence of 
Wickedneſs, to be far enough from appre- 
heading much Evil, or much Danger in 
Unfruitfulneſs. This is a fatal Error; it 
fruſtrates the great Deſign” of Religion, 
and robs it of its trueſt Honour. Good 
Works. For what can Religion effect by 
that Man, who retains nothing of it but 
the bare Form and Profeſſion, and dares 
promiſe himſelf OY Impunity, bur 
a 2 
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of Lunau, 4 it 
X coſe and rofita- 
bis Ts ks * is and unpi 
Oafoafuliek if more particularly et en- 
Jag uired i SAND, , conſiſts . Fe 755 BS, 5 
0 55 or a eleſs nproſi. 
7 oy F it. Lat he former Lil | 
call 1aleneſs, the latter Lakewarmneſs | 
ace; 7 ; and treat of each 2 
the former in this, and of the latter in 
the following Chapter. And Vene each 
af them are encùhm xr'd with Miſtakes 
and Errors, which ariſe not only from Self. 
love and Partiality,, but alſo from Shal- 
lawneſs of Judgmen ment, join'd with Tender- 
neſs of ene I ſhall endeavour fo 
to. a. this a as e to Us 
courage W or embolden the 
. — 


6. . Of dias The Omiſſion of a 
Duty may be either Habitual, or Occaſions 
and Accidental: And accord ingly the Caſc 
® en may be very different. 5 


7 115 An Habitual Omiſfion of Duty cannot 
conſiſt with Sincerity * A general N eglect 
of Duty defeats the main End of Religion, 
Which is to honour God, adorn our Holy 
Profeſſion, and promote the Good of Hu- 
man Society; a which can never be at. 
ke but by following after Righteouſneſs 
and aboundiag i in the e of it. i 


& k 


he not be looked upon as 4 Dicip! EO ee 


this Rule, an Hale, though, Tonotent,” Lite, 
muſt neceſſarily be accounted” gg oak 
and vicſors, being a flat "Conrraffiction 170 
our excellent Profeſſion. He whh "a e 
not pray, nor meditate,” nor pufſue any 
End ef Charity, thou 1. he be other wiſe 
civil and regular in his Life, yet becauſe qe 
does not Worle Righteouthels, becatife h 
is ſo far from imitatig the Zeal ant Cha⸗ 
rity of the Bleſſed Jeſtis, , chat by = ts 170 
rectly repugnant to born; there 


but as an Alien and aStranyer. fle who 
Life is fpent'in' Vanity or Drudgery, in Plea- 
ſure or Buſineſs, though! his Pleafure be not 
impure, nor his Buſineſs "#njaft,” yet is he, 
before God, a Criminal, —2 unprofi- 
table; he has received” the Grace of God 
in vain; the Light of tlie Goſpel has'riſen 
upon him in vain; and he has ſerved no 
Intereſt of Vertue or Religion in his 
Generation; and therefore he will be ex- 
cluded Hea\ yen, with the , Servunt, 
who hid his Mater 5 og: in 4 128 Luke 
19. 20. 


2. The Caſe wY an ain or _— 
Omiſſion of Duty, is very different from 
fond — Habitual e oh vr W * 4 

tonal Omiſſtion may be, not only lamfa 
neceſſary; bar he Negleft of 2 os never 
can be either. The Circuits of po- 
Aa 2 ſtitive 


"ak in Hlemeſe "Oo: 4 
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fitive Duty and the Meaſures. 2 1 
x:d an 


Jigion 


of * Seel,, e 


of Moral Good, àre not ſtrictiy. fi : 
ales, - and: therefore a ſiogle Omiſſion, 
8 9 in the one or the other, here · ever 
te a ſufficient Reaſon for it, can nei- 
er grieve the Spirit, nor fruſtrate the 
Nabe of Religion; nor conſequently im- 
IT Corruption in the ank. But 
muff take care, 
8 Omiſſion be not too fre- 
uſt always have Regard, in 
| of Duty, to the great End and 
| 1180 Anjunction; we muſt take 
ca at our miſſions in Moral Duties be 
often, that either the Honour of our 
Ron, becher of our Neighbour, 
ſuffer by it. Non muſt we ſo often omit 
Inftr mental Duties, Prayers, Reading, the 
Sacrament,.. and the like, as thereby to 
abate, or much. leſs extinguiſh, our Spiritual 
Auſt and Feryour.. Omifion of Duty, too 
often repeated, breeds a kind of , Indiffe- 
rence, or. Lukewarmneſs; and Lukewarm. 
neſs; ;;100n paſſes into Coldneſs and Inſen- 


ſibleneſs; and this often ends in a repro- 


bate Mind, and an utter Averſion for Re- 


2 e fans way or 
other: to compenſate the Omiſſion of a Du- 
Af G make up by Charity, what we have 

dal Id from Devotion; or to ſupply by 
W Ejeculations,_ what we have been 


. * > 


Si 8 K 5 forced 
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— 
forced —— ina fxd-and regular 
Offices of Prayer! And he chat wache 
for Opportunities, either of Improvement,” Or 
doing Good, will; I believe,” never” have 
Reaſon to complain of the want of them: 

God will: put into his Hands either the one 


or the other; and for th Clio 


lee; he can- 
not do better; than follow Gd s. 
zahy, A ſingle Omiſſion muſt never 
cecd — ful Motive ; from a Love ob 
the World, or Indulgence to the Body; NY. 
Men or Charity'is che only juſt and pope 
Apology for it, Inftrumencal or Foſitivs 
Duties may' 1 way to moral ones; the 
Religion of the Means, to the Relig ion of 


the Ead; and in Moral Duties, the leſs 


may give way to the ter. But Du 
muſt ne — my to Se, nor Regan 
t or i dug 9 914 
loving thus — ghrcs- an Account, 
what Ommifſion of Duty is, and what is nor 
ſinful; and conſequently ſo ſettled the No- 
tion or Idleneſs, chat neirher the Careleſd, 
nor the Scrupulous can eaſily miſtake their 
Caſe; I will now pr ſuch Conſiuerati- 
= as I 185 moſt likely to deter Men from 
it; and ſuch Advice Hr tro: 
Gnare' and Preſervative againſt it. 5 
1. The firſt Thing I would have every 
one lay to heart is, Thar a State of Idleneſ 
is a State of damnable Sin. Idleneſs i di- 
6 repugnant to the great Ends of God, 
Sy both 


355 


hirit But what need J argue Eber 2 
6 the 


a Mind to ſquander 
lents in Vanity and Imper tinence? As to 


f 'Unfruitfulneſs,..as it 


both in our Cteation and Redemption. As 
to gur Creation; Can we; imagine thar 
God, who created not any ching but for 
ſome: excellent End, ſhould areate Man for 
none, or for a, lilly one? The Spirit within 
us, 18 an active | and viv aciobs P iaciple ; 
aur rational Faculties capacitate and qua- 
lify us for doing Gad; this is the proper 
Work of Reaſon. che trueſt and /moſt na- 

link now, chat our wiſe Creator lighted. 
this e Within us, that We might op- 
preſs and ſtifle it by. Negligence and Idie- 
neſß? That he contriv'd and deſtin d ſuch 
nder and fool away its Ta- 


Bi Redemption, tis evident both what the 
LA lign of it is, and how oppoſite Idleneſs 
is to it. Chriſt gave himſelf for us, to re- 


Lern, ee, from al ngen; and fo purify to 


himſelf a peculiar. People zealous of good works, 


Tit. 8, 14. Andothis: is what our Regene- 


ration, or Sanctiſication aims at: We are 
God's workmanſhip, created in Chrift Jeſus an. 
to good. works, which God has before ordained, 
that me [poutd: walk in them, Epheſ. 2. 10. 


How-little chen can a uſeleſs and harren Life 


anſwer the Expectations of God? What a 
miſera ble Return muſt it be to the Blood 


of his Son; ande how utterly maſt it diſ- 
appoint all the Purpoſes of his Word and 


3 
100 
| * 


'- conſiſts in kale. x; 
the Truth I contend for is the ae and 
conſtant Doctrine of the Scriptures: Is not 
Jaleneſs and Fulneſs of | Bread. rec 
mongſt the Sins of 
the Sentenee againſt the barren 
Lake 130 . but the Deſtruction and Dam- 
nation of the Idle and the Sluggiſh? The 
Indignation of God is not 17 led ag inſt 
the Barrenneſs of Trees, but Men. What 
can be plainer than the Condemnation © of 


| becauſe he had not improved his Talent, 
Muth. 25. 38. And how frequently does 


the Apoſtle declare himſelf againft'r the ale 


and Diſorderly? And all this proceeds upon 
plain and — Grounds: Our Lord 
was an Example 
nocence; and 0 he did not only refrain from 
doing Evil, bat he went about doing ood. 
We can never ſatisfy the Intention of Di- 
vine Precepts by Negative Righteouſneſs; 
700 hen God pr prohibits the filthineſs er 
and ſpirit, he enjoins : 
1 e b When he forb 4 8 ET, 
1 he at 2 fame time preſcribes the 
learning v to do well. What need 1 multiply 
more Words? Idlenefs is a flat Condicti- 
to Faith, Hope, Charity; to Fear, Vigi- 
nce, Mortißcation; and therefore cer - 
tainly muſt be a damning Sin: Theſe areall 
active and vigorous Principles ; but Idle- 
neſs enfeebles and dif-pirits, manacles and 


AZ 4 feß⸗ 


is 
? What means 
tree, 


560 


the unprofitable Servant, who periſhed 


Vertue, as well as In- 
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7 ſetters. us: Theſe, are 
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of erke, As it 
pure, ſtrict, and ſelf - 
deny ing Principles; bac ld Idleneſs is ſoft and 
indulgeat:. Theſe conquer the World and 
the Body, raiſe and exalt the Mind 5 but 
rere is far from a any th a 
from een en * thing that is good 
arppers the 7 eminates and 
fate ah e and finally, —— 
nngpence or Innoffenſiveneſs! it may pre- 
red to, ĩt does not only terminate in Sin, 
but has its Beginning from it; from Stupi · 
dity and Ignorance, from Vanity and Levi- 
ty, from Softneſs ahd Senfualiry, "from . 
prevailing Luſt or other. 
2. Next after che Nature, the Conſeqs pewtes 
of Talenels are to be conſidered wp. if it 
5 taken in the utmoſt Latitude, there is 
185 any. 72 Adi is more juſtly liable 
{A ſo.many Tragical Teufen for it is 
the Parent of  Diſbonour and Poverty, and 


8 moſt of the Sins, and Calamities af this 
mortal Life. But at. a 1; view it 
t 


only as it is drawn with a half Face, and 
that the much leſs deformed. of the Two: 
L Huta it here as pretending to Inno- 


centce; and ter] A ſelf with the Hopes 


| Happine * yet even thus, ſuppo- 
ing it as ande and inoffenſive as it can 
2 yet ſtill theſe will be the miſerable Ef. 
Qs of it: It will rob Religion, and th 
orld, of the Service =—_ to both: 


Wl bercaye u us of the Pleaſyre 5 Lite, 9. 
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_— an A,. 362 
the Comfort of Deatli; and ſend us down at 
laſt to a curſed Eternity. For here are the 
Vertues that ſnould maintain the Order and 

Beauty of Human Society; that ſhould re- 
lieve and redreſs the Miſeries of the World? 
Where are the Vertues that ſhould vindicate 
the Honourof Religion, and demonſtrate its 
Divinity as effectually as Predictions or Mi- 
racles can do? Where are the bright Exam- 
ples that ſhould convert the unbelieving Fart 

of Mankind, and inflame the believing Part 
with a generous Emulation ö the 
lazy Chriſtian, the ſlothful Servant, can 
pretend to nothing of this kind. As to the 
Pleaſure of Life, if true and laſting, if pure 
and ſpiritual, tis eaſy. to diſcern from what 
Fountains it muſt be drawn. Nothing but 
Poverty of Spirit can procure our Peace, 
nothing but Purity of Heart our Pleaſure. 
But ah! how far are the Idle and Unactive 
from theſe Vertues? Faith, Love, and 
Hope, are the Seeds of them: Victories 
and Triumphs, Devotion, Alms, and Good 
Works the Fruits of them: But what a 
Stranger to theſe is the Drone and Slug- 
gard? Then for the Comfort f Death, it 
mult. proceed from a well - ſpent Life: He 
that ſees nothing but a vaſt Solitude and 

Wilderneſs behind him, will never, like the 

Iraelites, ſee a Canaan before him. Life muſt 

be filled with Good Works, or won 
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362 Of. VUnfinuinſulnsſo, as it 
Will look ——ů — When the 
Conſcience enquires every where aſter the 
Effects of the Word, and the Spirit, and 
the Blood of Jeſus; and can diſcover in all 
the Parts, in all rhe Paths of Life, no Tracks 
nur and Aaigence; how will it ſhrink, 
ati faint aul tremble ! what penſive, me- 
lancholy Doubts will damp and choak its 
Hope! Aud how can it be otherwiſe? 
Alas! the Mind of a Chriſtian is ſuffici · 
ently; informed that every Man ſhall re- 
ative according to what he has done in the 
Body; God will judge every Man accord: 
off him who has none to ſnew? If Im- 
mor tali and Glory, if Life and Peace be 
the Neward of wel- doing, nay, of patient 
contimmauce in welk doing, What will: be- 
came of the Drowiſy, the Supine, and Care- 
Iefs, the Sot and the Sluggiſh, who have 
flept; and foot d, and trifled away Life 
53 migti àggravate the Guilt of Idle- 
neſs, by taking an Eſtimate of the Talent, 
it waſtes; the Ouuigatious it flights, and the 
Hopes it forfeits. I might render Man 
more jealous and apprefienſive of falling 
into it, by obſerving how generally it pre- 
Valls; Which is a plain Proof, either of 
the Strength of the Temptation, or of 
our Propenſion; a plain Proof either that 
there is I know not what ſecret Magick = 
4 | the 
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cc.tunſiſts in Idleneſo. 

the Sin, or elſe that the Cheat it impoſes 
upon the World is a very clever, a very 
dexterous one. But I have ſaid enough; 
and where the former Conſiderations fail, 
theſe will hardly ſucceed: Therefore I will 
now paſs on from Arguments, to Advice, 
which was the next Thing propoſed to 

And here my Advice muſt have regard 
ſo Two different Sorts of Perſons. 1. To 
ſuch as are born to plentiful or competent 
Fortunes. 2. To ſuch as are to raiſe their 
own;: or to provide ſor the Support and 
—— of — — 
milies, by their Labour or Induſtry in ſome 
Calling or Profeſſion. To the former the 
beſt Direct ions I can give, are theſe: © 
1. He that is Maſter of his Time, ough 
to devote the more to Religion: To whom 
God hath given much, of him much will be re. 
. Nor has ſuch an one any Excuſe 
left, either for Omiſſion, or a haſty and 
curſory Performance of Duty, but one, one 
that will encreaſe his Guilt, i. e. Lazineſs, 
Pleaſure, or ſome Sin or other. Such an 
one therefore ought to be conſtant and dili- 


gent in frequenting the Publick Aſſemblies 


of the Church; his Attendance upon Pray- 
ers, Sacraments, Sermons, muſt be ſuckas 
becomes a Man, who as it has pleaſed God 
ſeems born not to provide for Life, but on- 
ly to live, only to improve and enjoy Li ſe 
8 | a 
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Of Unfruifulmneſs," as it 


and carry on the nobler Deſigns of it; 
and as becomes a Man whoſe good or ill 
Example is of ſuch vaſt Importance to the 
Service or Diſſervice of Religion. Nor 
muſt ſuch an one's Attendance on the Pub- 
lick excuſe him from the Religious Offices 
of the Cloſet; or his Family; he ought to 
abound in each: He may be more frequent 
in Meditation and Prayer, in Reading and 
Inſtruct ion. and perform each with more 
Juſtneſs and Solemnity than others can. 
2. Perfons of Fortune ought to be ee 
ful in the Choice of Intimates and Friends. 
Converſat ion is not always a Loſs,” but 
ſometimes a Gain of Time: We often 


need to have our Forgetfulneſs relieved, our 


Drowſineſs awakened: by the Diſcourſes 


and Reflections of our Friends. If Diſ- 


courſe were generally ſeaſonꝰd with Grace; 


Converſation would be the greateſt Blef- 
— 4 If with Senſe and Reaſon, Innocence 
Prudence, it — be the moſt agree- 


able Entertainment of Human Life. But 


how miſchievous is the Acquaintance which 
infects us with Vanity and Lightneſs of 
Spirit, which ſhews us — but a gaudy 
Outſide and a frothy Soul! whoſe Examp 
binds Men in Civility to be fooliſh, and 
makes Confidence, and Vice, and Miſ- 


ſpence of Time, a Faſhion. 


3. It were to be wiſnhed, 8 


of the beſt Rank, were ever bred up to 
: ſome-+ 
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ſomething ; to ſomething ſchat might im- 
prove, to ſomething that might amuſe and 
innocently engage their Minds; to ſome- 
thing that might employ Life, without 
incumbring it. And yet, alas! what need 
I wiſh this? How many excellent Qua- 
lities are neceſſary to render a Gentleman 


worthy of the Station where God has 


placed him? Let him ' purſue theſe, How 


many are the Vertues, how many the Du- 


ties; and to have 


ties to which a Chriſtian is 6bliged ? Let 
him attend theſe. There is a great deal 
requiſite to make a good Maſter, a good 
Husband, a good Father, a good Son, a 
good Neighbour, a good Pariſhioner, an 
excellenr Subject, and un excellent Friend; 


and yet there are many other Relations be- 


ſides theſe.” In a Word, there is no Man, 
who, when he ſhall appear before God, will 
not be found to have omitted many Du- 
| perform'd many other 
with leſs Care and Diligence than he ought; 
and ſurely ſuch an one cannot juſtly com- 
plain for want of Buſineſs. I doubt rather 
on the contrary, that whoever takes a juſt 


and full View of Things, will have reaſon 


to complain, that Life is ſhort, and our 
Work great; That let us uſe all the Dili- 
gence we can, and be as frugal of our 
Time as we will, we arrive much ſooner 


at a Maturity of Years, than of Knowledge 


and Vertue. | 
4. The 


_ conſeſt# in Idleneſs;* 3865 


4 366 of On nw hank ifts 
- 4. The. Diverſions. of Perſons of this 
e ought. to be well regulated; ſuch 
_ as become the Character of a Gentleman, 
and the. Dignit y of a Chriſtian ; that is, 
they muſt be neither mean nor vicious. But 
I have treated this and the foregoing Heads 
= more copiouſly in Human yy to hien 
7 refer my Reader. 
4 22 4 ſuch, in the next Place, who: 4 
engag'd in a Profeſſion, I have particularly 
red their State in ſeveral Places, and 
on little to add here, but only to mind 
them, that they may be guilty of Idleneſs 
too; That their Idleneſs —— more crimy- 
nal, the leſs Temptation they have to it. 
They may neglect the Duties of their Cal - 
ling, I mean their, Secular Calling; and if 
they be unfaithful and negligent in their 
. Coneern, it is not to be expect 
% ed that they ſhould be more ſolicitous and 
. induſtrious about their Spiritual one. They 
may again ſuffer the Cares of this Life to 
thruſt out thoſe of another; and then they 
are trul idle and ſlothful Servants to God, 
how induſtrious and faithful ſoever rhey 
are to the World: For Life is but waſted 
and miſ ſpent, if it makes not Proviſion 
for Ecernity ; and it matters little whether 
it be waſted 1 in Pleafure or in * 
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of Unſruitfulneſs # conſiſts bew ge 

neſs or Formality. The Cauſes from whith 
'Laukewarmneſs proceeds. ' The - Folly, Guilt, 
_ Danger of a « Laodivedn State. 


N. the, former Chapter I conſider d = 
Part of Unfruitfulneſs which conſiſts 
in the Omiſſon of Duty: Iam now to con- 
ſider another Part of it, which conſiſts in 
too perfunctony a Performance of it. Be- 
ſides thoſe who are truly unprofitable, | be · 
cauſe they ſlight or neglect che Duties of 
Religion; there is another ſort of Men, 
Who at the laſt Day will fall under the ſame 
Character and Condemnation; not be- 
cauſe they perform no ＋ bur; he. 
cauſe their Performance of theſ is depre- | 
tiated by Coldneſs and Formality: Mien = 
who make a fair Appearance of Religion, 
and yet have no inward ſpiritual Life: 
Men, who do generally obſerve the exter- 
nal Duties of Wide; but with ſo little 
Guſt, with ſuch Indifferenee and Luke þ 
warmnefs, that they are neither accept  _ 
ble to God, nor uſeful to themſelves. This = 
State of Beadneſs may be + ome ei- | 
ther more gemerdlly, as 1 runs through the 
whole Courſe of our Lives and Actions; 
or more gertiralariy, 1 in this or * Inſtancs 
of een . 
10 when 
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no dds ba enen 
Of Vnfruitfulneſs, u it conſoſtd 

1. When tis ſo general, that the Bent 
and Courſe of our Lives is, for want of 
Reliſh of the Things of God, perverted 
and depra ved; when we have no Deſigns, 
drive on no Ends; that are ſuitable to the 
Excellency and Dignity of our Natare; to 
the Holineſs of our Profeſſion, and to the 
great and - manifeſt Obligations of God: 
When we have no Joys or Pleaſures, no. 
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Thirſts or Appetites, that do truly become 


a Chriſtian; When we make no Progreſs, 
no Advance towards our great End; when ' 
our Diſcourſes and Employments have no 
Tincture of the Spirit, and no Tendeney 
to Edification. I think we may then bold - 


ly conclude, that this is a State of Carnali. 


and Death. And that this want of Re- 
ſh in the general Courſe of our Lives, pro- 
ceeds from a real Want of a ſincere Faith, 


and true Illumination. For were the 


Mind once truly enlightened; were it 
once clearly convinced, firmly and habitu- 
ally perſuaded, of the ty and Excel- 
lency of the Things of God; is we ſhould 
have Notions different from thoſe of world- 


ly carnal: Men, ſo would there conſquent- 


ly be a Difference in the Nature of our 
Hopes and Pears, of our Deſires and De- 
ſigns, of our Joys and Sorrows; and as 
neceſſarily in the main Scope and Tenden- 
ey of our Converſation. Whoever there- 


fore finds this general Stupidity in the 


Courſe 
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in Lukewarmneſs, Coldneſs; &c. 369 
Courſe of his Life, let him not flatter him 
ſelf in the Performance of any of the Du- 
ties of Religion: He has a corrupt, car- 
nal, and blind Heart; his Performances 
proceed not from true Principles, and have 
not that Life and Vigour in them that they 
ought; they are as different from the Per- 
formances of a Man truly Regenerate and 
Sanctified, as the Civilities and Comple- 
ments of a Well bred Acquaintance, from 
the ſubſtantial Offices of a Sincere and 
Affectionate Friend. Nor can any Man, 
who will take: the leaſt Pains to examine 
himſelf, be ignorant of, or:miſtaken 1n the / 
Condition of his Soul, if this be it. For 
whoever will act honeſtly and impartially, 
ought not to paſs a Sentence of Abſolution 
on himſelf, upon the bare Performance of 
ſome relative, or | inſtrumental Duties f 
Religion; but he: ought to enquire, Firſt, 
What Vertues he practiſes, which put him 
upon  Expence; ' Hazard, or Trauel; what 
Works of Piety or Charity he performs ;. 
and what Proportion they bear to his Abi- 
lity. Next, he ought to conſider the De- 
/ien and End he propoſes to himſelf in all 
his Religious Performances; whether he 
ſeek the Honour of God, the Welfare of 
Man, and his own Improvement and. 
Growth in Goodneſs; or whether he does 
this meerly to acquit himſelf of a Task, 
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and diſcharge himſelf of what he takes for 
anted as a Duty, though he finds no Plea- 
ure, no Advantage in it. Thirdly, He 
muſt reflect upon the · Frame and Temper of 
his Mind in reference to theſe Duties; 
what Hunger and Thirſt he has for Righ- 
teouſneſs ; what Warmth, Ardor, Eleva- 
tion, or Earneſtneſs of Mind accompanies 
his Performances; what Peace and Plea- 
ſure his Reflection on them; or whether 
Religion be not a Burthen to him, or ſome- 
thing to which Cuſtom only reconciles 
him. Laftly, He ought to examine what 
Operation, what Influence his Religious 
Performances have upon him. Prayer, 
Hearing, Reading, and ſuch-like Duties, 
do naturally tend to enlighten the Mind, 
ke the Heart, encreafe our Love, 
1 ſtrengthen our Faith, and confirm our 
= - Hope; and therefore where this is not the 
| Effect of them, we may conclude, that 
they are not diſcharged in that manner, 
and with that Sincerity they ought. He 
therefore that will examine himſelf aright, 
muſt not ask himſelf how often he Reads 
how often he Hears, Oc. and then ref 
there; but muſt ask himſelf what Eye 
theſe Performances have had upon his 
Mind; which he will ſoon diſcern, if he 
demand of himſelf, what the Bent and 
Scope of his Life is; how much he advan- 
ces and improves in the Conqueſt * any 
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Vice, and the Attainment of any Vert Ie; 
what he loves, or. what he hates; what, 
Eſteem he has for the Things of God, and 
what, for the Things of Men. And, in 4 
Word, how he follows after Univerſal Righ- 
reouſneſs.; and how heencreaſes in Purity, 
of Heart, and Poverty, of | 8 irit. 105 3 * 18 7 

2. Lukewarmneſs, or Coldneſs, may be con; 
ſidered more particularly, as it diſcovets it 
ſelf in the Performance of this or that Du- 
ty; in Hearing, Reading, Prayer, and 

"4+. Wy ds - | > — a £ 
Participation of the Lord's Supper. Now 
tis certain, that there is a Deadneſs in theſe 
Duties, Which proceeds from a carnal and 

 unſanttified Heart, and is a plain Symptom 
of a State of Sin: And yet it is too com- 
mou, that they who are ſubje& to it, make 
little Reflect ion upon it, and are little con- 
cerned for it. On the other hand, many 
complain of Lifeleſsneſs in Duty, where 
there is no juſt Ground for this Complaint; 
and this is no ſmall Evil to ſuch; for it 
diſturbs the Peace of their Minds, damps 
the Chearfulneſs and, Alacrity of their Sex- 
„ | 1 | . 15 
vice, and clogs and encumbers their Reli- 
gion with needles Doubts, and Scruples. 
Some have gone about to ſet this Matter 
right very unskilfully; and whilſt they 
have, as they thought, ſhunn'd Exthuſiaſtick 
Raptures, and Irregular Heats, have really 
betray'd the Cauſe of true and ſolid Fer- 
vency of Spirit; and talk'd of Prayer, and 
ns "2 ſuch 
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ſuch other Duties, in ſuch a n as 


being to combat᷑ the Opinions of Men, but 
to advance Truths in the moſt charitable, 
and in the moſteffeQual manner that I can: 
Therefore, without taking notice of the 


Motives or Reafons which have byaſs'd 


any on this Subject, I will lay down two 
or three Propoſitions, which will, T hope, 
clear this Matter, and promote the Deſign 
Lam now carrying o . 


1. Then, Lifeleſsmſs or Lukewarmneſs 
in theſe Duties muſt never be conſt ant. 


There is a vaſt Difference between habitud 


and accidental Coldnefs in Duty, the for- 
mer is the Symptom of worldly, carnal, 
and unregenerate Minds; but not the lat- 
ter. Many are the Accidents which diſ- 
turb and indiſpoſe the Body; many are 
the Things which diſtract and clog the 
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Mind; from both which becauſe we U 
never be utterly free in this World, duale 
fore our Devotion will never be ſo conſtant 
al uniform, but that it will have its In- 
tions and Ala; and Dulneſs' and 
Lie eſsneſs will ſometimes ſeize upon che 


1 9 7 


beſt of Chriſtians. But then, if this { WM 


ritual Deadneſs in Religious Exerciſes 


jt. conſtant, and habitgal, it muſt needs 8 


be a Proof of a corrupt Mind : For *tis 
impoſſible” that there ſhould be a tru 
Principle of Grace within, which ſhould 
never, or very rarely, ſhew it ſelf in the 
Sincerity and Fervency of our Devorion. 
How is it poſſible, that that Man, Who is 
enerally ſlight and ſuperficial in his Con- 
agen, ſhould have a true Compuntion, 
and ſincere Contrition for Sins? How is it 
poſſible of he, who is generally indiffe- 
oe, for and cold in his Petitions, 
ſhould have a juſt Senſe” either of his 
Wants or Dangers ; or à true Value for 
the Grace and Favour of God? The Sum 
is, Deadneſs in Duty is either General or 
Rare, Common or Accidental: If it be- 
fals us Cimmonty, tis an Argument of an 
unregenerate Heart; if Rarely, tis not. 
But if the Returns of Life and Deadneſs 
in Duty be ſo frequent and unconſtant, 


that *tis impoſſible to determine whether 


the one or the other prevail moſt; then! tis 
3 Plain 
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uy mult” never he's e of 85 
A5 e it may of Pleaſure and Tranſ- 
1 it mult. never be without Seriog jm 

Oneerni .tho? it may be ver 

ective in the Degrees, of Love and wo 
Fo 1 7 5 Thus in Prayer, the Tenderneſs 
Contrition of the Soul, We in 
Love and Sorrow, is 2 Frame of Spirit 
much above what the Penitent commonly 
arrives at, Büt an  Averlign. for Sin, a 
firm, Reſolution, to forſake it; and a bear- 
YR Deſire 10 be enabled by the Grace of 
0d ſo to do, is 297 he muſt not want. 
1 Joy, and, Tranſport, the Ardor 
and Da of Mind, is the al of a 
clear Under Ane an "ky 7 $6 nſci- 
ence, 12 Hea 1 wha mel with' Love, and 
a ſtrick Life erefare falls ſhort 
in the one, Tan 4h fall ſhort in the 
other too. But every Chriſtian, that is 
truly ſuch, muſt have a true Senſe of his 
17 Fe Aa "hearty; Deſire, to pleaſe God, a 

Bes Notion of his Goodneſs, and a fteddy 
ndance upon it through Chriſt. 71 
whole things are ſufficient to unite our 
Hearts and our Lips in the ſame Petitions ; 
bw, make us in, .earneſt, in all the Duties 
we perform, and careful to intend the 
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3. The Prayer of the Perfect Man is ge- 
nerally offer'd up with the tendereſt and 
moſt exalted Paſſion; and a holy Pleaſure 


mingles it ſelf in every Part of his Office: 


His Petitions and Praiſes; his Confeſſions, 
Deprecations and Confidences, are all of 
them Expreſſions of warm and delightful 
Paſſions. And how can we well conceive 
it otherwiſe? Muſt not thoſe Praiſes and 
Magnificats be full of Joy and r 
which flow _ full 8 of the 
Divine Favour, from a long Experience 
of his Love, and from the 8 rious Pro- 
ſpect of a Bleſſed Eternity? Can thoſe 
Deprecations and Confidences want a heaven- 
ly Calm and Tranquillity of Spirit, which 
reſt upon the Mediation of Jeſus, the Pro- 
miſes of an immutable God, and the Pledge 
of his Spirit? Can thoſe” Corfyfions want 
Contrition, that have all the Tendetneſs 
that holy Zeal, and the humbleſt Reflecti- 
ons can inſpire them with ? Which are 
poured forth by a Soul enlighten'd, puri- 
fied, ſtrong in the Faith, rooted and ground - 
ed in Love; by a Soul conſequently that 
has the livelieſt Senſe of the Deformity 


and Danger of Sin, of the Beauty and 


Pleaſure of Holineſs, of the Infinite-Good- 
| neſs of God, and of that Love of Chriſt that 
paſſeth Knowledge? Can, finally, thoſe Pe- 
ſitions want Deſire and Flame, which are 
Bb 4  offer'd 
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376 , Unfruifulneſs, as it conſiſts 
offer'd up by a Soul that hungers and thirſts 
= after Righteouſneſs, that counts all things 
IH but Dung and Droſs in compariſon of Je- 
ſus, that pants after God, that longs to be 
diſſolved and to be with Chriſt? And as we 
may chus, from the Nature of Things, col- 
lect what kind of Prayers thoſe of the Per- 
fett Man generally are; ſo may we, from 
the Example of the Royal Pſalmiſt and o- 
thers, demonſtrate all this to be no vain 
Speculation; but real Matter of Fact. 
Tis true, Weight and Dignity of Matter, 
Gravity and Sg nifcancy of Expriſſion, are 
the Character moſt conſpicuous in Publict 
Offices, in the beſt and moſt ancient 
Prayers: And particularly in the Lord's 
Prayer. We find in them few or no Fi- 
| | gures of Speech, no Vehemence of Ex- 
2 pteſſion. But it is true too, That the De- 
| - votion of a Soul diſengaged, as it were, 
from the Body, ' retired from the World, 
collected within it 1 ſelf, raiſed by dail 
Contemplat ion, and accuſtom'd to converſe 
With Heaven, flows naturally and eaſily. 
Thoſe great Ideas, which ſuch a Prayer 
as that of our Lord's Compoſure preſent to 
the Mind, inflame the Deſire, awaken all 
the Paſſions of the Holy Man, without 
any Labour of Imagination, or Artifice 
eee e 
en Ilan o 
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in [ukewarmneſs, Coldneſs, &c. 377 
Thus have I conſidered the Nature of 
Lukewarmneſs; and ſhew'd how far the 
Perfect Man is remov'd from it. My next 
Buſineſs is, to perſwade and exhort Men 
to quit it; and become ſincere and zealous. . 
Only I muſt, Firſt, take notice by the way, 
That beſides Idleneſs and . e 
there is ſometimes a Third Cauſe or Occa- 
fion of Unfruitfulneſs; which deſerves ne- 
ver to be ſlighted: That is, Fictleneſs, Un- 
fteadineſs, or Inconſtancy. Many there are, 
who often purpoſe, project, and reſolve 
reat Matters ; but never bring forth any 
Fruit to Perfection: What they build one 
Day, they throw down another. They 
put oh as many various Moral Forms, as 
Proteus in the Poets does Natural ones; 
ſometimes they are in a Fit of Zeal; at 
other times nothing but Coldneſs and bare 
Form ; ſometimes they are in the Camp 
of Vertue; ſometimes 1n that of Vice. Tn 
a Word, they halt, like the I/raelztes, be- 
tween God and Baal; and are divided and 
diſtracted between a Senſe of Du, and the 
Love of the World and the Body ; between 
the Checks and Incitements of Conſcience on 
the one hand, and ſome fooliſh Inclinations 
on the other. This State I have had an 
Eye to very often, nor ſhall I forget it 
here; bur ſhall propoſe ſuch a Method for 
the Cure of Lukewarmneſs and Formality, 
as may be alſo of very good uſe to all ſuch, 
5 $"< | "YM as 
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378 Of Dnfrnitfulneſs, as it conſiſts 
as fall ſhort of the main End of Religion; 
being not truly and thoroughly changed; 
but are only almoſt perſwaded to be Chriſtians : 
And only not altogether ſo. far from the 
Kyngdow of Heaven as others. This being 


1 


premiſeq, I proceed, and, 


, I will enquire into the Cauſes from 
whence Lukewarmaeſs and all abortive 
Attempts after Vertue, flo. 
2. I will ſhew the Folh, Guilt, and Dan- 
ger of a Laodicean State, 0 
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S. 1. Of the Cauſes, Cc. Theſe are ge- 


1. Men finding themſelves under great 
Difficulties in coming up to Holineſs, in 
the e ee and Goſpel-Notion of it, 

pa ve endeavour'd to enlarge the Way, and 
widen the Gate that on to Life; and 
have therefore form'd to themſelves more 
ſoft and pliant Notions of Vice and Ver- 
tue: Such as may be more eaſily accom- 
modated, either to their particular Incli- 
nations, or to the Modes and Faſhions of the 
World, than thoſe of Chriſt and the Apo- 
ſtles can. Hence it is, that amongſt ſuch as 
pretend to ſome Regard for Religion, Hu- 
mulity, Poverty of Spirit, Self-denial, Ab- 
ſtinence and Mortification, are ſo far from 

being vilible in their Practice, that we ſeem 
4 £Q 
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to have almoſt loſt the Notion of them. | 
And the Pride of Life, and the Luſt of the 


Eyes, are ſo univerſally practiſed, that 
tho! we know, that theſe in St; John are 
the Names of Vices, we Acarce know 
what the Things themſelves are. We have 
confounded the Mears and Bounds of Vice 
and Vertue; and ſuch are the Freedoms, 
F 'fay -of. thoſe who profeſs De- 
ache, but Chriſtianity, that if they 
conſiſtent with the SanQity and Purity 
gf the Goſpel, twill be hard to determine, 
what Exceſs is. And, in a word, how 
many are there, who making a Proſeſſion 
N by 17 112 looking for the 
Jeſſed Hope, and the glorious Appearance 
of Chriſt, do yet live, as if all the Buſi- 
neſs of Life were to get and enjoy as much 
of this World as they can; who profſeſſin 
themſelves the Diſciples of Chriſt, whoſe 
Heart was lowly, his Fortune mean, and 
his Appearance humble, do yet lay out 
their Time, their Labour, their Wealth 
on this one Deſign, to make ſuch a Shew, 
ſuch a Figure in the World, as may ren- 
der them the Gaze and Envy of their 
Neighbours? And, as our I > qt to 
our ſelves 1a theſe Things, which relate 
to the Pride and Vanity of Life, and the 
Eaſe and Appetites of the Body, is very 
great; ſo on the ſame Ground, and for 
rhe ſame Reaſon, js our Zeal for the — 
6 s tere 
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380 Of” UOnfruitfulneſs „ 46 if conſiſts 
tereſt of Vertue, and the Honour of God, 
var little, faint, and remiſs- Converſati- 
on has very little Savour, very little Grace 
in it; and we are fo far from being reſo- 
Tate, and induſtrious to awe or ſham 
Vice abroad, that we our ſelves ſhould be 
almoſt out of Countenance, if we Thould 
be obſerved to pay any particular Reſpect 
to Religion or Vertue in Company. The 

Government of our Families is ſo lax and 
eaſy, that it ſavours more of Coldneſs and 
Indifferency, than Fervency of Spirit. Tis 

true indeed, theſe I dm Beating of do 
= generally frequent the” Houſe of God; 
and they ſit" before him as his People; and 
delight to hear his Word: But fo did the 
| Jews, when God tells them, in the Pro- 
| phet Exel. 33. 31. that their hearts went 
= after their Covetouſneſs: And in the Pro- 
phet 7/aiah, we have but an odd Character 
of the Morals of theſe People; of whom 
God ſaith, 'Ter they © ſect me daily, and de- 
light to know my ways: Nay, farther, they 
delight © in approaching to God, Iſa. 58. 2 | 
» 


£ - 
IP 


Now though ſuch, as Jam ſpeaking o 
may not be guilty to this Degree, ſo as 
to be chargeable with open Wickedneſs; 

et I am very much afraid, that even in 
this Duty they but promote the Cheat and 

Impoſture they put upon themſelves; and 
make their Diligence in this Point miniſter 

to quiet their Conſciences in their Laodi- 

* Es cean 


; 


ſuch as theſe do more generally aim at the 
Entertainment of the Ear, than the Refor- 


mation of the Heart. And we may ſay of 
Preachers now, as God did of Ezekiel; 
And lo, thou art anto them as 4 lovely Song, 


of one that has a, very pleaſant Voice, Ezek. 
33. 32. The Muſick; of the Voice; the 


Gracefulneſs of Delivery; a Flow of 
Words; the Surprize of Novelty, and 


Notion; the Beauty of Sentences; and 
the Sparkling of Wit and Fancy, or an 
Appearance of Learning: Theſe are, I 
doubt, too often the Things that draw to- 


ether and charm an Auditory: And ſo 


all are pleaſed, but none converted or edi- 


fied; for who ſweats or bluſhes, who 


trembles or grows pale at theſe Sermons? 
Who goes away from them wounded, or 
ſtruck through, ſerious, and penſive, full of 

pious. Fears, and devout Deſire ? 


2, A. Laodictan State ſprings from-Sloth | 


and Puſillanimity, or the Want of a tho- 
rough and well- grounded Reſolution. This 
Was one Cauſe of the 1/raelites Fluctua- 
tion and Uncertainty; they were indeed 
deſirous of a Canaan, but were not forward 
to purchaſe it, by tedious Marches, ha- 
zardous Encounters, and the Hardſhip of 
Hunger and Thirſt, and ſuch like: They 
were ever and anon willing to have pre- 
195 ferr'd 
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crap State; for *rwere eaſy. to prove that 
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07 . us. i oY 
ferr'd the Diſhonour and Servitude of 
Egypt; with Security and Fulneſs, before 
a Canan on theſe Terms. And thus i it is, 
this Day, with Chriſtians of a Laoliteus 
Spirit, and a doubtful Raggering Alegt- 
ance. An Heaven they*would hive" but 
would nor purchaſe it at too dear à rate; 
they would be accounted the Diſciples of 
Chrift, ' and ſhare in the Merits of his 
Sufferings, but they would not take up his 
Crofs, in any Senſe, and follow him. But, 
alas! 1/rael might as well have gained 
their Liberty without going out of Egypt ; 
or a Canaun without Travel, and Ha 
and Blood, as Theſe, Vertue, and Heaven, ; 
without Watchfulneſs and Induſtry: We 
may as well hope to ſupport and encreafe 
the Health and Street of the Body, 
withont Food' or Exerciſe, as that of rhe 
Soul, without Meditation and Prayer: We 
may as ſoon conquer our Enemies with⸗ 


out Diſcipline, Expence, and Blows, as 


maſter our Corruptions, and become Ver- 
tuous, without ſpiritual Watchfulneſs, Tra- 
vel, or Contention. There is indeed Force 
and Efficacy enough in the Word of God, 
to enlighten the Mind, and purify the 
Heart; if we would but frequently and 
ſeriouſly read and meditate it. The Grace 
of the Spirit is ſufficient to conquer our 
Corruptions, and ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh 
us in Faith and Obedience, if we did but 
earneſtly 
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earneſtly and frequently pray for it; and 


cheriſh and improve it when obtain d. The 


eans which God has preſcrib'd are un- 


oubtedly proper and ſuitable, powerful 


and effectual to the Attainment, Preſer- 
vation, and Increaſe of Holineſs; and all 


his Ordinances have a Divine Vertue and 


Energy in them, if they be but duly and 
conſcientioully made uſe of. But if we do 


not watch; if we. do not meditate; if We 
do not pray; if we expoſe our ſelves to a a 


vain and trifling Converſation; if we in- 


dulge the Body all the Eaſe it is inclined 
to; and put our felves upon no Duties; 


practiſe no ' Diſcipline that we have any 


at, if our Vertue be crazy and ſikly, if 
our Performances be cold and uneditying, 
our Faith weak, our Affections low and 
groveling, our Life unſteddy and unpro- 
fitable, our Religion deſtitute of true 
Pleaſuce, and our latter End of any ra- 
tional Comfort, or well-grounded Confi- 


dence. Tis naturally to be expected that 


che Soul of the Sluggard ſhould be lile 


his Field. Prov. 24. 30. I nent by the 
Feld of the Slothful, and by the Vineyard of 


the Man void of underſtanding ; and lo it 
was all groun over with Thorns, and Nettles 
had covered the face thereof, and the ſtone 


wall thereof was broken down This is one 


plain Cauſe, and cammonly the firſt * our 
4 | | | alt- 
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halting between God and Baal; namely, 
our Idleneſs and Sloth in Religion, joined 
with Puſillanimity and Cowardiſe, which 
moves us to decline all Difficulties, and diſ 
ables us to make a bold Reſiſtance againſt 
Temptations: How criminal and guilty this 
muſt render us in the Sight of God, tis no 
Difficulty to gueſs. Is this the Zeal, the 
Revenge of an humble and active Peni- 
tent? Is this to redeem the Time, and 
efface the Memory of our paſt Sins and 
Provocations ? Is this the Converſation that 
becomes the Children of the Light, and of 
the Day? Is this our Hunger and Thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs ? Js this our Ambi- 
bition, our Paſſion for an Heaven? Final- 
ly, Is it thus we requite the Mercies and 
Obligations of God, and the Love of Je- 
ſus, that paſſeth Knowledge? Shall ſuch 
halting trimming Chriſtians as theſe, think 
ye, ever be judged endued with a true 
and Living Faith, who expreſs in the whole 
Tenour of their Lives, ſo much Coldneſs 
and Indifference for their Salvation, which 
the: Son of God thought worth the pur- 
chaſing, by ſo much Travel, and ſo much 
Sorrow, ſo much Shame, and ſo much 
Blood? ö 


3. A Third Cauſe of our Halting be- 
tween God and Baal is ſome Degree of In- 
fidelity. This was the Caſe ot Iſrael too. 

| | They 
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They were ever prone to Idolatry; part- 
ly train'd up to it in Egypt, and elſewhere; 

partly being more capable of forming an 
Idea of a Finite and Topical God, than of 
an Infinite and Univerſal one, gy; "+ Ah! 7 
Partly being fond of following the Faſhions 
of other Nations. And, laſtly, mov'd, part- 
ly by that great and long Proſperity, which 
1007 and other Idolatrous Nations enjoy'd; 
and no doubt, comparing it too, with the 
Variety and Uncertainty of their own For- 
tune, and the frequent Diſappointment of 
their Expectations, Hoſea 2. never lay ing 
it to Heart all the while, that the Way to 
ſecure their Proſperity, was to change, not 
their God, but their Manners. I would | 
to God, this were not too lively a Deſcrip- 
ption of the State of too many Chriltians ; 
and that we could not trace our Luke- 
warmneſs and Fickleneſs in Religion, too 
plainly back to the ſame Source or Ori- 
gine; namely, ſame Degrees of Infidelity. 
I wiſh the Proſperity of the Wicked do not 
| ſomewhat undermine the Belief of a Pro- 
vidence : I wiſh, whatever we talk of a 
Treaſure in another World, we do not 
now and then think ir wiſeſt to have our - 
Portion in this. Iam afraid, that the De- 
cays and Diſſolutions of our Nature in 
Death, the Rottenneſs and Corruption of 
the Grave, and the Variety of Changes 
and Fortunes, our very Duſt undergoes, 
GE may 
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may tempt us to ſome Scruples and Jealou- 
fies about a poſthumous Life. But how- 
ever it be in theſe Points, I am too too well 
aſſured, that we do often doubt, whether 
Vertue be the true Bleſſedneſs of Life; 
whether there be that Pleaſure in Righte- 


. Ouſneſs the Scripture affirms there is. I 


am confident, the Notions of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs, with which the Scrip- 
ture furniſhes us, are often blurr'd and 
blotted by the Maxims and Cuſtoms of the 
World; and perſwade my ſelf, that there ts 
ſcarcely one of thoſe, that are Laodicean, 
and Trimmers in Religion, that do not 
flatter themſelves, that God will not be as 
ſevere as his Threats; and that he will re- 
ceive them into Heaven upon milder and 
ſofter Terms than the Goſpel propoſes. 
Some fuch kind of Infidelity as this muſt 

oſſeſs the Heart, where-ever the Life is ſo 


_ 1nfinitely below our Profeſſion. When the 


Word preached doth not profit, it is becauſe it 
is not mingled with a due Meaſure of Faith 
in thoſe that hear it. If we did truly be- 
lieve the Revelations of God; if we did 


ſee the Promiſes of God as evident and pre- 


fent by Faith, though diſtant in them- 
ſelves, *twere e but they muſt 
move, but they muſt take us; *twere im- 
poſſible but they muſt enkindle in us ano- | 
ther ſort of Deſire, and this Deſire would 
ſoon produce another ſort of Endeavours, 

ano- 
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another ſort of Life. When Moſes beheld 
Canaan from Piſga, how paſſionately did 
he deſire to enter into that good Land ? 
When the Diſciples had ſeen Jeſus aſcend 
up into Heaven, how. were they tranſport= 
= with a Deſire of following him t how 
unſpeakable was their Joy ! how fervent 
their Prayers! how laſting and enlarged 
their Gratitude ! They returned to Jeruſalem 
with great Joy; and were” continually in the 
Temple praiſing and bleſſing God. How does 
a Proſpect of Gain captivate the Cove- 
tous? How does the Fancy or Expectati- 
on of Pleaſure inflame the Voluptuary ? 
How does the Sight of Vanity and Gran- 
dour infeQ thè Proud? And the Hope of 
Glory fire the Ambitious? What, hath 

the Beauty and Pleaſures of Holineſs no 
Attraction? Has Heaven no Charms in it? 
Has the Favour and Love of God, and of 
Jeſus, no Force, no Power in them ? Surely 
we have not the Face to deny, but that: 
the Promiſes of God are great and precious 
ones, and if they raiſe no Paſſion in us, it 

muſt not be through want of Excellence 
and Lovelineſs in them, but want of Faith 
in us. And then judge you, how accepta- 
ble this kind of Infidelity muſt render us 

toGod; What Value can God have for a 

People whom no Kindnefs can oblige, no 

Arguments convince; with whom no Mi- 

racles can gain Belief; no Aſſurances or 

Cc 3 Pro- 
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Promiſes find Credit? Hell is the Portion 

of the Fearful and Unbeliever, Rev. 21. 8. 
And what dreadful Judgments did over- 
whelm J/rae!, as often as they thus halted 
between God and Idols! It did not excuſe 
them that they had fome fort of Veneration 
for the Memory of Moſes and his Miracles; 
fince this was not able to over-rule their 
Prejudice and ee that they retain 

ſome Honour for Abrabam, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and that God which was the Fear of 
their Fathers, ſince they had as much, or 
more, for the Nations round about them, 
and their Gods too. And whatever Power 
they did acknowledge in the God of 
Heaven, or whatever Benefit they did own 
themſelves to have derived from him, as I 
can hardly think the Memory of either 
was utterly extinguiſh'd amongſt them; all 
this avaiPd them nothing, while they made 
their Court 'to other Gods too, and put 
their Truſt in their Patronage and Prote- 
ction. Though this be ſufficient to make 
us ſenſible of the Guilt of a Laodicean Ver- 
tue, and an uncertain halting Faith, yet I 
muſt advance on, and obſerve unto you a 
worſe Principle, if worſe can be, of this 
Deportment yet, which is, < 


4. The Fourth Fountain of this Un- 
ſteadineſs and Remiſſneſs in Religion is, 
ſome Remains of Corruption; the _ 
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lency of ſome vicious Paſſion or other. 3 
Mens Actions are the plaineſt Indications 
of their Affections. If the Life looks two 
Ways, we need not doubt but that the 
Heart does ſo too. This was that made 
the young Man in the Goſpel fluctuate fo 
between Chriſt and Mammon; this was the 
Caſe of Herod, he had yielded, no doubt, 
to the Power and Force of the Baptiſts Rea- 
ſons, if he had not been drawn back by the 
Charms of his Herodias. And this is the 
Caſe of every Man who is but almoſt a 
Chriſtian; he is under the Aſcendant of 
ſome ſilly or vile Luft or other; this is that 
which ſpoils the Taſte of the hidden Man- 
na; and diminiſheth the Price of Canaan. 
Without doubt Men would apply them- 
ſelves more vigorouſly to ſpiritual Things, 
were they not too fond of the Body and the 
Pleaſures of it; they would certainly ſeek 
the Kingdom of Heaven more earneſtly, 
and make a better Proviſion than they do 
for the other World, were they not tao 
much taken with rhis, and therefore too 
apt to ſet up their Reſt on this ſide Jordan. 
Now if this be ſo, What can we expect? 
They only who conquer, are crowned ; they 
h Hat ſom to the Fr and to the World, can 
reFap nothing from theſe but Corruption. 
"Theſe kind of Chriſtians, though perad. 
venture, they are not Slaves to any infamaus 
and ſcandalous Luſts, are yet entangled by 
3 Cc 3 ſome 
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ſome other, not much leſs injurious, though 
not to Reputation, yet to Parity of Heart; 
they are captivated to the World and Fleſh, 
though their Chains ſeem better poliſhed, 
and of a finer Metal; they cannot mount 

upwards, they cannot conquer, being re- 
tarded and kept under, if not by the 
Strength of Temptation, yet by their own 
Softneſs and Weakneſs , and yet, Why ſhould 
I doubt but theſe are conquered by Temp- 
tation? The more innocent the Object of 
any one's Paſſion is, generally the more 
fatal, becauſe we are the more apt to in. 
dulge our ſelves in it. The Cauſes of Luke- 

- warmneſs being thus pointed out, tis evi- 
dent what the Cure of it conſiſts in, name- 
ly, in forming juſt and correct Notions of 
Vertue and Vice; in ſtrengthenin and 
confirming our Faith, and in perfect ing 
and compleating our Reformation. Iwill 
now endeayour to poſſeſs the Minds of 
Men with an Averſion and Dread of this 
State of Lukewarmneſs, by ſhewing, 


1. The Folly, 
2. The Guilt; and, 
3- The Danger of it. 


T. The Folly. How reaſonably mayl 
here addreſs my ſelf to the Lukewarm'in 
the Words of Elijah to the Iſraelites: Hon 

lung batt ge between two opinions; if the ig 
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be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him, 1 Kings 18. 21. If you do indeed 
believe, that your Safety and Happineſs 

depends upon God, then ſerve him in good 
earneſt ; but if you think this depends up- 
on the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
then ſerve theſe, if you really think that 
Vertue and Religion are the moſt ſolid and 
| ſtable Treaſure, then ſtrive ſincerely and 
vigorouſly to poſſeſs your ſelyes of them ; 
but if you really think, that the Eaſe and 
Pleaſure of the Body, Reſpect, and Pomp, 
and State, is the proper Portion, and ſove- 
reign Good of Man, thin devote and offer 
up your ſelves to theſe. For what a Folly 
is that Life, which will neither procure us 
the Happineſs of this World, nor of ano- 
ther? To what purpoſe is it to liſten only 
ſo much to Conſcience, as to damp and 
chill our Pleaſure; and ſo much to Pleaſure, 
as to diſturb the Peace and Repoſe of Con- 
ſcience? But indeed, as the Words of Eli. 
jah were rather an Irony than any real 
Doubt, whether Baal or the Lord were 
God; rather a ſcornful Deriſion of their 
Folly and Stupidity, than a ſerious Ex- 
hortation to deliberate, whether Idolatry 
or the Worſhip of the True God, were 
to be choſen: I doubt nor, but mine will 
ſeem to you to carry no other Sound in 
them. The Diſparity is ſo vaſt between 
God and the World, between Religion and 
Ec 4 _ 
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 Senſuality, Covetouſneſs and Ambition; 
between thoſe Hopes and Enjoyments we 
may reap from the one, and thoſe we can | 
fancy in the other; that there is no place 
for doubting what Choice we are to make, N 
or to which Side we are to adhere; nay, 
in this we are more criminal than the 
Iſraelites, being ſelf-condemn'd. The I/rae- 
lites indeed, ſeem to beat a Loſs, whether 
the Lord or Baal were God; they doubted 
under whoſe Protection they might thrive 
beſt. But at this Day, whoever believes a 
God, knows very well there is none beſides 
him. Whatever Paſſion we have for the 
World, and the Things of it; whatever 
ſpiritual Idolatry we are guilty of, our 
Opinions are not yet. ſo far corrupted, as to 
attribute to them, in Reality, any thing 
like Divinity. Whilſt we dote on Wealth, 
we at the ſame time know that it makes 
Its {elf Wings and flies away; whilſt on 
Greatneſs and Power, we know that: *tis 
but a Piece of empty and toilſome Pagean- 
try, and often the Subject of Miſery and 
diſmal Tragedies, not incident to a lower 
State; whilſt we dote on Pleaſure, we are 
well aſſur'd that 'tis diſhonourable and 
Hort, and intermix'd with Fears, and | 
LY Shame, and Torment ; we know that no- | 
thing here. below is able to free our State 
and Fortune from Calamity, our Mind 
from Guilt, the Body from Death, 2 2 
1 : „5 „ 7 -- So. 


For, 1. Religion has no effectual Influence 
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leſs the whole Man from a miſerable Eter- | 
nity. In one word, we know that what we 
admire is Vanity, and what we worſhip 
is indeed an Idol. 'This being ſo, I will 
inſiſt no longer on this Topick; for ſince 
the World bears no Competition with God 


in our Opinion, though it often rival him 


in our Affections, we are not to impute 


the Halting of a Laodicean Chriſtian to 


any Perſwaſion of Omnipotence or All- ſuf- 
ficiency, or any thing like Divinity in the 
Things he dotes on, ſerves, and worſhips; 
but we muſt find out ſome other Reaſon of 
it. And that is generally this, We are 
willing to believe, that our Fondneſs for 
the World, and our Indulgence to the Body, 


is conſiſtent enough with Religion; that 
it is no Violation of our Faith, nor Provo- 


cation to God; nor conſequently, Prejudice 
to our Eternal Intereſt; and then *tis no 
wonder if we blend and compound Reli- 
gion and Senſuality ; and ſtand divided in 
our Affections; and conſequently halt in 
our Service between God and the World. 
To prevent this, I will ſhew, 


2, That this is a great Sin; which is ſuf- 
ficiently evident from this ſingle Conſide- 
ration, That it fruſtrates the Efficacy of the 
Goſpel and the Spirit, and entirely defeats * 
the great Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion. 
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upon the Lukewarm himſelf; the Goſpel 
works no thorough Change in him. The 
Sinner 1s not converted into a Saint ; nor 
Human Nature perfected by Participation 
of a Divine one. 2. The Laodictans can ne- | 
ver offer up to God any Gift, any Sacri- 
ice worthy of him; nor render him any 
2 * 2 to him; the Ringdom 

is righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy 

4 the Holy Ghoſt — 14. 2 that in the 
things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and 
approved of Men. But alas! Theſe Men 
are almoſt utter Strangers to theſe Things; 
a few faint and irreſolute Wiſhes, formal 
and cuſtomary Prayers, nigardly and grum- 
bling Alms, and an Attendance upon God's 
Word, rather out of ſpiritual Wantonneſs, 
than Devotion, theſe are the Offerings they 

can make God; and will God be better 
pleaſed with theſe, than he was with thoſe 
of 1/rael that were deformed with Maims 
and Blemiſhes? Mal. 1. 8. Offer nom theſe 
to thy Governoar ; will he be pleaſed with thee, 
or accept of thy perſon ? ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts. The Magi, indeed, left their Coun- 
try, and offer'd Gold, Frankincenſe, and 

Myrrh to oar Saviour, Matt. 2. David would 
not ſacrifice to God of that which coſt him 

nothing, 2 Sam. 24. 24. The Primitive 
Chriſtians offer'd up to God Prayers and 

Tears, Labours and Travels; nay their 

Honours, their Fortunes, their * ; 


a 
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Blood. But, alas! What have theſe Men to 
offer ? They have not Love enough to put 
them upon any Expence; nor Faith enough 
to put them upon any Hardſhips, for the 
ſake of God and Vertue. For tho? they think 
themſelves rich and increaſed in goods, and to 
| have need of nothing, yet are they poor, 
wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and 
naked, Rev. 3. 17. And ſhall theſe re- 
ceive a Crown of Righteouſneſs? Shall 
theſe ſhare in the Kingdom of Jeſus ? Shall 
theſe partake in the Triumph of the Laſt 
Day? It can never be; they do nothing 
worthy of the Goſpel, nothing worthy of 
the Spirit of God: nothing that can entitle 
them to the Benefit of the Croſs of Chriſt. 


3. The Life of the Laodicean Chriſtian 
will never do any Credit to Religion, or re- 
flect any Honour on the Goſpel. No Man 
will be ever able to diſcern the Beaury of 
Holineſs, or the Power and Efficacy of Di- 
vine Truths, from the Practice and Con- 
verſation of ſuch an one. Ah! had the 
Carriage of the Primitive Times been 
ſuch as his, I know not what Miracles 
might have done, I am ſure Examples 
would never have made any Profelytes. 
But the Chriſtians then ated thoſe Ver- 
tues, which the Pagan only pretended too; 
and Faith in Jefus atchiev'd thoſe Victories 
over the World, which the Jews (fo de- 
EIS +: S b 7 | bauch'd 
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bauch'd and ſtupid were they grown) did 
in the Declenſion of that State neither un- 
derſtand nor pretend to: This was that 
which made the World admire and love 
Chriſtianity. After thus much ſaid of 
the Effects of this ſort of Carriage; I need 
ſcarcely put any one in mind, what will 

be the laſt and ſaddeſt Effect of it; for if 
dur Chriſtianity be ſuch, that it neither 
truly ſet us free from our Bondage to the 
World and Fleſh; nor enrich our Soul 
with true and ſolid Vertues; if it neither 
promote the Honour of God, nor the Good 

of Man, it muſt unavoidably follow, that 
having no true Title to God's Favour, nor 
any rational Ground, on which to build 
an Aſſurance of it, we can reap no true 
Comfort or Pleaſure from Religion here, 
or any Reward from it hereafter. Alas! 
What talk I of Comfort and Reward ? 
Diflreſs and Anguiſh muſt take hold of the 
Sinners in Sion ; and Fearfulneſs muſt ſurprize 
the Hypocrite : And from the Troubles and 
Miſeries of this Life, they muſt go down 
into the Everlaſting Torments of another. 
The Scripture is plain; God will ſpue 
them out of his Mouth, as he did the 
Laodicean: He will ſhut the Gate of Hea, 
ven againſt them, as againſt the fooliſh 
Virgins that had no Oil in their Lamps: 
And their Hell will have one Torment in 
ir, which is incident to no others, that 124 
© 1 : 


* 


— 


in Lukewarmneſs, Coldneſs, &c. To 


had once the Hopes of Heaven; and it is 
no ſmall Aggravation of — to fall 
into it, even from the Expecta 

Happineſs. 


This is not, as I obſerved above, to be 
apply'd to accidental Dulneſs or Deadneſs 


in Duty; nor are the Decays or Abate- 
ments of Love, which Good Men ſome- 
times ſuffer, immediately to be pronoun- 
ced damnable. But yet theſe are to be 
put in mind of the Danger they are in; 


and recall'd to their former Zeal, in the 


Words of the Spirit to the Church of Ephe- 


ſus; Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt 


thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love. Re- 


member therefore from whence thou art fallen; 


and repent, and do the firſt Works; or elſe 1 


will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 


thy Candleſtick out of his place, except thou re- 
pent, REV. 2. 4, 5+ 


CHAP. 
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CH APRN. 


Of Zeal. What in general is meant by Zeal ; 
and what is that Perfection of Holineſs in 
which'it conſiſts. Whether the Perfect Man 
maſt be adorn d with a Confluence of all Ver- 
tues; and to what Degree of Holineſs he may 
be ſuppoſed to arrive, 


Am arriv'd at the laſt Stage of Per- 


fection, which I chuſe to call a State of 


Zeal; not only becaule the. Scriptare ſeems 
to direct me to this Expreſſion, but alſo 
becauſe it ſeems to me more full and pro- 

r than others, that u] be, or are made 
uſe of for the ſame End. A State of Uni- 
on is an Expreſſion that better ſuits another 
Life than this, For the Leſſon the Perfect 
Man is ever and anon to revolve in his 
Mind, is, That the preſent Life is a Life 
of Labour, and Travel, and Sufferings 3 
the future one, of Rewards, and Crowns, 
and Enjoyments. Then as to that other 
Expreſſion, The State of Love, it ſuits my 
Purpoſe well enough; but does not come 
up fo juſtly and exactly to it, as the State 
of Zeal; for I take Zeal to be Love, in 
the utmoſt Elevation and Vivacity that it 
is capable of. : 

And now, what a noble, what a fruit- 
ful Argument am I entring upon? Me- 
thinks I feel my Soul grow warm, and en- 

a ; kimzals 
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kindle upon my approaching it; and my 
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firſt Views or Contemplations of it inſpire 


me with Deſires of the ſame Nature with 
it ſel. I am concern'd to ſee my ſelf con- 
fin'd and limited by the Laws of Method ; 


and find my ſelf inclin'd to wiſh, That I. 


were now to write, rather a juſt Volume, 
than a few Pages. Here the Heroick Acts, 


or, what is more, the Heroick Lives of 


Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, preſent 
themſelves to my Thoughts: Here Hu- 
man Nature, enrich'd, adorn'd, and ele- 
vated to the utmoſt Degree, by a Partici- 
pation of the Divine one; Here the Power 
of God's Word, the Energy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Triumphs of Faith, and the 
Extaſies of Love, would be deſcribed ; 
Here the different Excellencies of different 
Vertues, and the different Value of good 
Works, ſhould be ſtated and ſettled, and the 
various Paths, in which Men purſue the 
Heights of Vertue, and the nobleſt Deſigns 
be examin'd, and ſolid Piety and true Wiſ- 
dom be retined from the Alloys and Mix- 
tures of Enthuſiaſm, Superſtition, Fancy, 
or whatever elſe they are disfigur'd an 

debas'd by. But this cannot zom be done, 
and it may be it could not at all be done 
by me: No Meaſure of the Spirit, perad- 
venture, below that with which the Apo- 
ſtles were inſpir'd, is ſufficient to treat this 
Argument as it requires. Belides, accord- 


ing 
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ing to my Capacity, I have been all along 
making this Point. When, in the Hirſt 
Section, I ſtated the Notion of Perfection, 


 ſThew'd by what Steps we advanced to it, 


what Means we are to make uſe of, and 
what would be the Fruit of it, I did in effect 


deſcribe to my Reader, the State of Zeal, 


and mark'd out the Path that leads to it. 


When, in the Second, I labour to eftabliſh 


the true Liberty of Man, upon the Over- 
throw and Extirpation not only of Mortal 
Sin, and of Idleneſs and Lukewarmneſs, but 
alſo, as far as it might be, even of Sin of 
Infirmity, and Original Corraption ; what elle 
was I doing, but proſecuting this one De- 
fign, namely, the implanting and propaga- 


ting in the World the State of Zeal? 


However, ſomething there ſeems to me 
yet wanting to compleat my Undertaking ; 


and that IT am to endeavour now. To which 


End I will here diſcourſe of Three Things, 


1. What it is in general I mean by Tal. 

2. What is that Perfection of Holineſs or 
Righteouſneſs, wherein it conſiſts. And, 

Of the Efficacy or Force of this Holi- 

neſs, as it exerts it ſelf in good Works. Of 


_ theſe, the Two Former ſhall be the Argu- 


ment of this; the Third of the following 
Chapter. 


H. 1. Of 
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1 5 1. Of Teal in General, what it is. 
I do not exclude ſome Degrees of Zeal, 
from every Period of the Chriſtian's Liſe; 
Sincerity cannot ſubſiſt wholly without 
it. The Hunger and Thirſt after Righreouſ- 
eſs, which is the Subject of one of our 
Saviour's Beatitudes, muſt be more or leſs 
in every Child of God. But ĩt may ſigni- 
fy one thing in the Infant, another in the 
Aault Chriſtian; in the one, the Conqueſt 
of Sin, or rather of the Reliques and Re- 
mains of former ſinful Habits, and the 
Attainment of habitual Goodneſs, is the 
Object of this Hunger and Thirſt : In the 
other, it imports a vehement Deſire of 
whatever is yet wanting to à farther Ac- 
compliſhment and Conſummat ion of R igh- 
teouſneſs already fix d and eſtabliſh'd; the 
entire and ultimate Perfect ion of it in Hea- 
ven; and in the mean time, the promo- 
ting the Divine Glory upon Earth, what- 
ever it coſt him to do ſo. By a State of 
Lal then, I here mean Vertue or Holi- 
neſs, not in the Bud, or in the Bloſſom, 
but in its full Strength and Stature, grown 
up, and ripe, and loaded with bleſſed 
Fruits: I mean that Holineſs that is the 
Reſult of Illumination, or Clearneſs of 
Judgment, of the Strength and Force of 
Holy Reſolution, and the Vigour and 
Energy of Holy Paſſions. In a Word, I 
| D d | mean 


; - | 


mean that ſolid, ſpiritual, - and operative 
Religion, which may be felt and enjoy'd 
by us our ſelves, in the Serenity and Tran- 
quillity of Conſcience,” thei Langings and 
Breathings of Pious Deſires; the Joys and 


Pleaſures of a Rational Aſſurance; diſcern'd 


by the World in our Lives and Actions, 
in the Modeſty of our Garb, in the Pla in- 
neſs and Humility of all Things elſe, that 


pertain to the Port of Life; in the Tem- 


perance of our Meals, the Purity and 
Hea venlineſs of Converſation, the Mode- 
ration of our Deſigns and Enjoyments, 
the Inſtruction of our Families; with a 
tender and indefatigable Watchfulneſs over 
them; the Conftancy of our Attendance 
upon, and the Devoutneſs of our Deport- 


ment in, the Publick Worſhip of God; and 


Anally, in the Activity and Generoſity of 


our Charity: Or, to ſpeak my Thoughts 


in the Language of St. Paul, A State of 
Zeal,” is that Perfection or Maturity of 
Holineſs, which abounds in the Works. of 
Faith, the Labour of Love, and the Patience 
of Hope, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the 

ght of God, and our Father, 1 Theſſ. 1. 3. 

Jow the End of all this is, the advancing 


the Glory of God: And therefore Tal i8 


well enough deſcrib'd or defin'd, by an 
ardent or vehement Deſire of doing ſo. 
Now this is advanced Two Ways: Hirſt, 
By our Perſonal and Inherent Holineſs: And, 
* Second- 
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Secondly; By the Fruit of it, Good Works: 
Of both which I will now v ſpeak 7 Aktie 
more nne „ eie 1 IIs 
Ay 1411818 E ; 
8. 21 Of that bf of Hite u Win 
conflicunes the State of Teęali Here 1 will 
enquire into Tov Things" * 1 O 1 
. Whether Ihe Peter Mam muff ha pv. 
ſeſſed of al the Treafures of Goodneſs 3 
Whether he muſt be adorn'd by a Conflu- 
ence, and an Accumulation of all Vertues. 
2. What Height of Vertue, what Degree 
of Holineſs, he may wy ſuppoſed to ar- 
; rive * og 
I. of bay Extent 6f Righteouſneſs it 
is generally thought, chat Univerſality is 
as eſſential and neceſſary” a Property of 
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Goſpe-Righteonfneſs, as Sincerity and Per- 


ſeverance! That there is an inſeparable 


Connexion and Union, between al Chriſtian 
Vertues; ſo that he who wants ay; muſt 
be concluded to have none: This Want 
being; not like a Blemiſh that diminiſhes 
the Beauty, or a Maim that weakens the 
Strength; but like a Wound that diſſolves 
the Frame and Contexture of the Natural 
Body. This Opinion is partly built upon 
Reaſon, which tells us, That there is a na- 
tive Luſtre and Beauty in all Vertues; 
and therefore there is no one in the whole 
| Dd 2 Syſtem 
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Syſtem of Morality but muſt be lovely ant 
amiable to a good Man. Partly upon 
Scripture, in which we find the Chriftian 
repreſented, as holy in all manner of Conver- 
ſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Perfect in every good 
work, Heb. 13.21. As fell with all the Fulneſs 
of God, Eph. 3. 19. As fruitful in every good 
work, Col. 1. 10. and exhorted in the moſt 
om Terms imaginable, to the 
Practice of every Vertue. Finally, Brethren, 
whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, mhatſo- 
ever things are pare, whatſoever ines are love- 
9, 9a bra things are of good report; if 
there be any vertue, and if there be any praiſe, 
think on theſe things. To which may be 
added numerous Texts, importing, That 
Faith is a Principle of Univerſal Righte- 
oOuſneſs; and that the Fear and Love of 
God, do equally oblige us to al his Com- 
mandments; and that the Violation of 
one involves us in the Guilt of all. And 
the Reſult of all this ſeems to be pla inly 
this, That the whole Chain of Graces 1s 
diſſolved and loſt, it there be but one Lizk 
wanting But at this rate, as the Sincere 
Man muſt be endow'd with al manner of 
Vertues, ſo mult the Perfect excel in all : 
But the one and the other Aſſertion, if we 
. conſider things cloſely, ſeems to have in 
them inſuperable Difficulties. - There is a 

vaſt Yariety in the Natures of Men, in the 
my £50 States 


* 
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States and Conditions of Life, and in the 
Kinds and Degrees, as well of the Sancti- 
fying, as of the Miraculous Gifts of God, 
St. Paul tells us, Every Man has his proper Gift 
of God, 1 Cor. 7. 7. From whence it ſeems 
naturally to be inferr'd, That every Man 
is not capable of attaining to an Excellence 
and Eminence in every Vertue. Experience 
tells us, That there are different kinds of 
Natares, as well as Soils; and that ſome 


kinds of Vertues, like ſome kinds of Seed, 
will thrive better in one than in another. 


Nor does Grace alter; the Matter much; 
ſince it generally accommodates it ſelf to 
Nature. Laſtly, it ſeems very hard, That 
every Man ſhould have the Vertues of all 
Men, of all States, of all Capacities ; every 
particylar Member,the Vertuesof the whole 
Church ; the Beauty and Strength of the 
Church, as well as of the natural Body, or 
Commonwealth, conſiſting, not in the All- 
ſufficiency of every Member, but ia that 
Variety of Gifts and Graces, that cements 
and unites ,enriches and ſupports the whole. 
To come ta the Matter of Fact; I read of 
the Faith of Abraham, the Meekneſs of Mo. 
ſes, the Patience of Job, the Love of Mary 


dalen, the Teal of St. Peter, and the 


Labours and Travels of St. Paul; which 
Firmneſs and Conſtancy is too mean a. 
Name for. Theſe Vertues ſeem therefore, 


to haye been the oo Excellencies af 


d 3 theſe 
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| theſe Perſons; and to have ſhone in clins 
with more tranſcendent Luſtre, than any 
other: Theſe ſeem to have been the Ver- 


tues, for which Grace and Nature emi- 


Prdvidence of God more immediately and 
directly called them. All this: conſider'd, 


ſeems it not enough to come 1 to = 


Perfettion of | theſe great Men? ys 


not ſuffice to excel in theſe Vertues, v ich 
Nature, Grace, and Providence preſcrib'd ? 
May not the Perfect be allow'd to want, 

what he does not need? Would not one 
think, that, in many Reſpects, it were 
enough for him to be kee from this or that 
Vice, rather than to expect that he ſhould 
be adorn'd with this or that Vertue, Which 
he has no uſe for? Eſpecially, if by Vertue, 
we underitand ſtrictly, ſuch a Habit as en- 


ables us to act eaſily and 6 Ta 


uy this Matter; 4 


1. The Perfect Man , as I have 


proved before, not only be ſer free from 
the Dominion of Sin, but alſo abſtain even 
from a ſingle Act of preſumptuous Wicked- 


neſs: He muſt er Criminally omit a 


Duty, nor Deliberately. commit any thing 
regugnant to it. | 


2dly, He muſt be endowed with Spiri- 


tual Wiſdom and Underſtanding, with 


Falch, ** ST with the Graces 
+ yk 
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which I will call Vaiverſal,'- becauſe ne- 
ceſſary and indiſpenſable to all as Chriſti- 
ans, abſtracting from their particular Ca- 
pacities and Relations; and that toò, in 
an eminent Degree, ſo as to be ſtromg in the 
Grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus; 2 Tim, 2. T. 
This will render him boh in all manner of 
Converſation, and thoroughly furniſhed 10 all 
good Worts. Theſe TWO Things conſtitute 
Vniverſal Righteouſneſs, compleat the Per- 
felt Man, and fully ſatisfy the Texts al- 
ledged, Or if uot, what follows will. 1 1 


zZ3ah, He muſt excel in thoſe Vertues 
which are moſt. Natural. I call thoſe 
Vertues Natural, to which Grace and Na- 
ture moſt powerfully diſpoſe and incline 
him; for theſe he ſeems to be delign'd by 
God; theſe will ſoon' grow up to Matu- 
rity ; and much will be their Fruit, and 
7 their Beauty. I do not all this while 
uppole, that the Perfect Man ought not 
ſo far to ſubdue and rectify his 2 
as not only to overcome the Sin of his 
Conſtitution, but in ſome Degrees poſſeſs 
the Vertue that is moſt repugnant to it. 
But to expect him to be eminent here, is, 
1 doubt, too hard and unreaſonable; - For 
here, when he has beſtowed much. Pains 
and Travel, much Care and Coſt, his Pro- 
gruſs may not be ſo much, as where he be- 
4 75 leaſt. But here I muſt add Ta 
N Dd 4 Cau- 
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Cautions; the one is, That no Man miſ- 
take contracted Habits for Nature, and 
then conclude, that it will be impoſſible 
for him to attain the Perfection of this or 
that Vertue, through a natural Incapacity. 
In the next Place, let no Man ſatisfy and 
content himſelf, in a weak and imperfe& 
State of that Vertue, which is directly op- 
poſed to the Sin of his Conſtitution; but 
let him think, that here, if any where, his 
Vertue muſt be always growing; and let 
him not doubt, but that our Saviour's Pro- 
miſe, as far as it can be accompliſhed on 
Earth, belongs to his ſincere Endeavours 
here; | Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt 
after | Righteouſneſs ; for they ſhall be filled, 
„e * 


4. The Perftet Man muſt be eminent 
in thoſe Vertues which are moſt Neceſſary : 
Such are thoſe which his particular Station 


and Calling, or any other Diſpenſation of 
Providence he is under, requires of him. 
Whatever Vertues may be more delightful, 
theſe are more important; others may be 
more natural, theſe have more of Vſe and 
more of Merit. A Man may fall ſhort 


of Perfection in others, without either Diſ 


paragement or Guilt; but Deficiency in theſe, 
can hardly eſcape both. Beſides, every 


tlling is lovely in its Place, and in its Time. 
There is a feculiar Grace and Luſtre, that 


OF Zeal. 
attends the Vertues of a Man's Station, that 
is ſcarcely to be found in any other. I 
would, therefore, have my Perfect Man 
truly great in his ou Buſineſs; and ſhine 
with a dazling Luſtre in his own Sphere. 
To this purpoſe, ſurely, ſpeaks the Ad- 
vice of St. Paul, Rom, 12. 6, 7, 8. Having 
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then Gifts, differing according to the Grace 


that is given jo us, whether Prophecy, let ws 
' propheſy according to the Proportion of Faith: 


Or Miniftry, let us wait on our Miniftring : 
Or he that teacheth, on teaching : Or he that 


exhorteth, on Exhortation: He that giveth, 
let him do it with Simplicity: He that ruleth, 
with Diligence: He that ſhewerh Mercy, with 
Chearfulneſs. | 


5. Laſtly, As there is different Guile 


in Sins, ſo there is different Merit in Ver- 


tues: As amongſt Miraculous, ſo amongſt 
ſanctify ing Gifts, ſome are more excellent 
than others; and he is the moſt Perfect 
Man, who is enrich'd with the moſt Per- 
felt Gifts. The Three Heroick Verrues of 
the Goſpel are Faith, Love, Humility. Nor 
do 1 trays met contrary to the Apo- 
ſtle, exclude Hope; but comprehend it un- 
der Faith. Of Faith I have often had Oc- 
caſion to ſpeak. Humility will make the 
laſt Chapter of this Section; and therefore, 
I will only exhort to Love. Love is the 
nobleſt Fruit of Illumination and * 
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the true Source and Parent of Joy and 
Peace. Love is the moſt pregnant Seed 


of a Divine Life; tis the Principle that 


animates, moves, and forms the whole 
Body of Righteouſneſs: Love is the Bond 
of Union and Communion with the Father 


aud his San Jeſus through the Spirit. And 


is but fit, that what renders us moſt. /ike 
God, ſhould reader us moſt dear to 'him 
too: And this Love does; for God i Love, 


| In ſhort, Love is the fulfilling of the Lam; 


| * of Je 


tis the * and Perfection of a Diſci- 
us; and the great Subject of 
Praiſe and Glory in the Day of Judg- 
ment. Love is the laſt Round in the Scale 
of Perfection; and therefore my Perfect 
Man muſt abound in this. What Degrees 
of Love, of Deſire, or C 2 for the 

Things of this preſent Life, may conſiſt 
With Sincerity, what with Perfection, may 
be eaſily learn'd from ſeveral Parts of this 
Work. There is no doubt but the Per- 
felt Man muſt love God to that Degree, that 
he mult always cleave to him; walk as al- 
ways before Him; ever meditate and con- 

template on Him and his Works; contrive 
and ſtudy, labour and contend to pleaſe 
Him: It muſt bean Afflict ion to him to 
be divided from Him but for a. little 
while; and he muſt ever and anon, by 
Day and Night, break out into his Praiſes, 
ad rejoyce and glory in him. 2. He me 
. FO”: _ wye 
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love God to that Degree, as that all things, 
in Compariſon of Him, muſt appear blaſt- 
ed and withered, empty and contemptible, 
without Pleaſure, without Beauty: And 
conſequently, he muſt ſo thirſt after the 
Beatifick Viſion, after the Preſence and Frut- 
tion of God, that he muſt earneſtly deſire to 
be diſſolved, and pant and long to be diſ- 
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miſled from the Pilgrimage of this World, 


and from the corruptible Tabernacle of the 


Body. Nor do I, Laſtly, doubt, but that 
this Love is often ſenſibly tranſporting: Tis 


a Fire within, that ſtrives to break out, and 


exert it ſelf in the Fruitions of Heaven: 


Tis a rich and mighty Cordial, that raiſes 
Nature above it ſelf, and makes it all Pu- 


rity or Glory. 

Thus have I conſider'd the Extert or 
Compalſs of the Perfect Man's Vertues. And 
the Sum Total is: In ſome he muſt excel, 
becauſe Natural and Eaſy; 1n others, be- 


cauſe neceſſary. Univerſal ones he cannot 


want; they are eſſential to Chriſtianity; 
others of a peculiar Nature he -ay, unleſs 


his Circumſtances exact them: Nor is this 


any Diminution of his Perfection. Pati- 
ence, Fortitude, Moderation, V igilance,@c. 
are the Vertues of Earth, not Heaven; and 
yet none think the bleſſed Inhabitants of 
that Place imperfect, becauſe not endow'd 
with Habits which they do not waar, 
. W N a Above 


n R 
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Above all, he that will be Perfect, muſt 
abound in thoſe. Graces, which are for the 
moſt Heroic Nature; Faith, Love, and 
Humility : For theſe are they, which moſt 


effectual y. exalt Man above himfelf, and 


above the World; which inflame him with 
a Zeal for the Honour of God, and the 


Good of Man; and enable him to ſurmount 


the Difficulties which he meets with, in 
proſecuting this n Deſign. 1 am 
next to enquire, | 


1 2. To what Height, to ul Degrees 
of Vertue, the Perfet? Man may advance, 
I have in part anticipated this Enquiry al- 
ready; yet cannot forbear adding here Two 
Obſervations. Frr/t, That Reaſon and Scri- 
pture feem to preſs us on towards an end- 


less Progreſs in Vertue. And yet, Second- 


That both ſeem to propoſe to us ſuch a 
State of Perfection as attainable, beyond 
which we cannot go; that ſo the Beg inner 
may not deſpair of Perfection, nor the 
Perfect abate any thing of their Vigilance, 
and their Induſtry. Such a Degree of Ex- 
cellence, to Which nothing can he added; 
ſach a Height, above which there is no 
room to ſoar, if apply'd to Man, and- this 
World, is ſurely but an imaginary Notion, 
To dream of ſuch a Perfection, were to for- 
get our Nature, and our State: No Saga- 


"uy of Judgment, no Strength of Reſo- 


lution, 
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lution, no Felicity of Circumſtances, can 


ever advance us to thi Height. Such a' 


Perfection as this, that is incapable of any 
Increaſe, belongs, I believe, to God alone: 
Or if we may allow it to Angels, we muſt 
certainly deny it to Man: In whom, one 
would think, the Appetites of the Body 
can never be ſo entirely ſubdued, that there 
ſhould be no Place ro extend his Conqueſt, 
or render his Victory more entire and 
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compleat : And in whom, one would think, 


the Spirit of God ſhould never reſide in that 
| meaſure, that there ſhould be nothing to 


be added to his Fulneſs. Tis hard to con- 


ceive, how we ſhould ſtudy the Syſtem 
of Divine Faith, how we ſhould daily re- 


flect upon our Lives and Actions, without 


growing in ſpiritual Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding; Tis hard to conceive, how we 
ſhould give God, the World, and our 
ſelves, repeated Proofs of our Integrity in 
the Day of Tryal, without iacreaſing our 
Strength and Aſſurance: And Love muſt 
naturally increaſe with theſe. Whence it 
is, that St. Paal, acknowledging himfelf 
not yet Perfect, reſolves, that forgetting 
thoſe things that are behind, and reaching for- 
wards to thoſe things that are before, he would 
| preſs on towards the Mark, for the prize 

the high Calliug 4 God, in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. 
3. 13, 14. And St. Auſtin reſolves, Pleniſ- 
ſima Charitas, quamdiu hic homo vivit, in Ne- 
nine 


* Of Zeal. 
mine eſt: An abſolute Plenitude of Charity is 


in no Mortal upon Earth. 


> 


And yet, if we come to Hud and Pra. 
Fice, one would be tempted, to think, that 
the Diſciples of our Lord and Maſter, 
had arrived at that State, wherein their 
Buſineſs was not to climb higher, but ra- 
ther to make good the Ground they had 
gain d. What could render St. Paul's Vi- 
over the Body more compleat, who 
aſſures us, I am crucified with Chriſt ? And 
again, I am crucified to the World, and the 
World a to me? What could ren- 
der the Authority and Dominion of his 
Mind more abſolute, or its Graces more 
conſummate and entire? Who could ſay 
with Truth, *Tis not I who live, bat Chriſt 
who lives in me. What would you have 
added to that Faith, and Love, which 
made him ready, not only to be bound, bat to 
die at Jeruſalem, which made him long to 
be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt? As to 
thoſe Words of his, Phil. 3. 13. forgetting 
thoſe things that are behind, and reaching for- 
words, &c. they relate to his Tryals and 
Performances, to his Perils and Conflicts; 
not to his Atta inments: He does not here 
deny himſelf to be Perfect, though that 
might well enough have become his Mo- 
deſty and Humility; but only, that he 
was not to look upon himſelf as already 
at his Goal, a Conqueror and * 

5 there 
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there being much yet behind to do and 
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ſuffer, , notwithſtanding all that he had 


paſſed through. This is the Senſe of his 
* or n rel, Which: we render, 


not af though I were already perfect. As to 
St. Auſtin, I am wholly: of his Mind; 


for he ſpeaks comparative, and does in 


effect no more than affirm, That no Man 


living is as Perfect in thus World, as he 
will be in Another, which no Man ſure 


can ever doubt If we conſult Re- 


ſon Will it not be apt to tell us, That as 
every Being has its Bounds ſet it, ſo has 
every Perfection too? That there is a Sta- 
ture, as of the Natural, ſo of the: eee 
Man, beyond which it cannot grow? That 
as to Grace, no more can be infuſed, than 
our Natares are capable of? Other wiſe, 
like too rich a Cordial, it will not ſtreng- 
then, but bend our bp 2 or 9 too 
dazling g a; Li kt, it wi not amir, but op- 

reſs our. Eulsies And does not "the 
Parable of qur Maſter countenance: this, 
Marth. 25. 2. wherein: he tells us, That 
God gave to one Five Talents, to another 
Two, to another One, to every Man ac- 
cording to his Ability. By which one would 
think our Lord inſinuates, That the Mea- 
ſures of Grace are uſually diſtributed in 
Proportion to the Capacities of Mature; and 
that he who improved his Ino Talents into 


Four, arrived at his proper Perfection, as 


well 


Of Zeal. 

well as he, who improv'd his Eve into 

Ten; it being as abſurd to expect, That 

the Perfection of every Man ſhould be the 
ſame, as to expect, that all Mens Bodies 
ſhould be of the ſame Height, or their 
Minas of the ſame Capacity. - Þ _ 

" Reflecting on all this together, I can- 
not but be of Opinion, That ſome have 
actually arriv*d at that Strength of Faith, 
at #hat Ardour of Love, that they ſeemed- - 
to have been incapable of any conſiderable 
Acceſſions in this Life. But yet, new Occa- 
fions may {till demand new Vertues; which 
were indeed before contain'd and included 

1n Faith and Love; but no other wiſe, than 

as Fruits and Trees are in their Seeds. 

I And ſome Degree of Original Corruption 

W - may {till be lurking in the moſt ſanctified 

ſt Nature; and ſome Venial Defects and 

ImperfeCtions or other, may ſtill leave 

room for the greateſt of Saints to extend 
his 1 pe Beſides, tis hard to deter- 
mine or fix the Bounds of Knowledge; and 
every new Degree of Light ſeems to make 

Way for more. So that after all, nothing 
hinders, but that the Path of the Perfect; 
Man, may, as well with reſpect to his 
Righteouſneſs as his Fortunes, be like the 
ſhining Light, which ſbineth more and more 
unto the Perfect day; I mean; the Day of a 

bleſſed Erernity” © Tis 
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The ** to · Perfection, the Fruit of 
it, the Means and Methods: of attainin ng Its 
— wb A 


laid down in the Fi ir ſt Section, will all 
here: Therefore I have nothing to offer 
this Sort; only, if I forgot to pay that De 
ference to ihe Inſtitutions of our Charch, 
which they juſtly deſerve, 1 de it nom: 
neſtly perſwade my, Reader to 


And do ear 


a ſtrict Obſervance of them. I do not on- 
ly think this neceſſary to maintain a N 


Religion amongſt us, but alſo highly condu- 
— to true Perfecbhion. I am fully fatiſ- 
hed, That there W Preſence of 
God in his public Ordinances; That the 
Devotion of good Men does mutually en- 
flame and enkindle one another; That 
there is an holy Awe and Reverence 
ſeizes the Minds of good Men, when they 
draw near to God in pablick Worſhip; 
and finally, That if the Offices of our L. 


turgy do not affect our rares, tis becauſe 


they — uy much ' indipoſed, and very 
Wale for the true and nn 

Wor up" of God. 1 1 is { 4 
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ND now, let not any one think, 
1 that I have taken Pais to advance 
the Illumination of a Sinner, to knock off 
his Chains and Fetters, to raife him as far 

„as might be above the Corruption of Na- 
tute, and the Defects and Infirmitics of 
Life; to ſeatterthoſe lazy: Fogs and Miſts 
which hung upon his Spirits, and ito en- 
rich: him with Tferoick Vertués; let no 
Man, I ſay, faney that I have laboured 

to do all hi that aſter all, my Perfect 
Nun might ſ donn like an Epicurean 
God, and enjoy fümſelf; might talk finely 
of Solitary Shades and Gardens, and ſpend 

a precious Life, fitted for the nobleſt De- 
ſigns, in a ſluggiſn Retirement. No, no; 
as Vertue is the Perfection of Human 
Life, ſo is Action the Perfection of Vertue: 
And Zeal is that Principle of Action, which 

I require in a Saint of God. Accordingly, 
theSctiptares deſcribe this great, this hap- 

py Man, as full- of the Holy Ghoſt, fervent 

in Spirit, zealows of good Works. Such a 
one 
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Fervency of. ait as of an irreſiſtible 
ſuch ah one was the excel- 
lent Cornelius, a devout Man, one that had 
transfusd and deriv'd the Fear of God * 
from his on Boſom, throughout his Fa- 
mily, and Relations, and Friends too; 


Wiſdom; and 


7 27 e much Alms, and prayed to God 


always. * What need I multiply Inſtances? 
This is that Which diſtinguiſhes the Per- 
felt Man from all others; the Victories of 


Faith, the Labours of Charity, the Con- 


ſtancy and Patience of Hope, and the Ar- 
r 
Need 1 here diſtinguiſh a Zeal of God, 
from the Fierceneſs of Faction, the Cruel- 
ty of Superſtition, from the wakeful and 
indefatigable Activity of Avarice and Am- 
bition, from the unruly Heats of Pride 
and Paſſion; and from the implacable Fury 
of Revenge? It needs not; no fooliſh, no 
falſe, fantaſtick, earthly, or deviliſh Prin- 
ciple can counterfeit a Divine l. ?Tis 
a Perfection that ſhines with ſuch a pecu- 
liar Luſtre, with ſuch an Heavenly Majeſty 
and Sweetneſs, that nothing elfe can imi- 
tate it; 'tis always purſuing Good, the 
Honour of God, and the Happineſs of 
Man: It contends earneſtly for the Faith once 

bands Ee 2 de- 


1 


one was Moſes, . mighty in Word and Deed, 
as well as learned in all the Knowledge of the 
Egyptians :* Such an one was St. Stephen, 
as full of a Divine Ardour and irreſiſtible 
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e Zeal, wit conſiſts 
delivered to the Saints; but it contends as 
earneſtly too, to root out Wickedneſs, and 
implant the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel.in 


the World. It is not eager for the Articles 


of a Sei or Party, and unconcern'd for Ca- 
tholick ones, When it preſſes for Reforma- 


tion it begins at home, and ſets a bright 


Example of what it would recommend to 
others. Tis meek and gentle under its 
own Affronts, but warm and bold againſt 
thofe which are offer'd to God. In a Word, 
though Love fill its Sails, Divine-Wiſdom 
and Prudence give it Balla; and it has no 
Heat, but what is tempered and refracted 
by Charity and Humility. , _ © 
Need I, in the next Place, fix o 


| ſtate the 
various Degrees of Zeal? Alas! it is not 
requiſite ; Teal being nothing elſe hut an 
ardent Thirſt of promoting the Divine 


Glory by the bef Worts. Tis plain, the 


more excellent the Work, and the more it 
coft, the more Perfect, the more exalted 
the Teal that performs it. When, like 
Mary, we quit the Cumber and Diſtracti. 
on of this World, and chuſe Religion for 
our Portion, then do we love it in good 
earneſt. When with the. Diſciples we can 
ſay, Lord, we have forſaken all and followed 
thee, or are ready to do ſo; when we are 
continually bleſſing and praiſing God; 


when, if the Neceſſities of Chriſt's Church 


require it, we are ready to call nothing our 
5 own ; 


min Good Works. 


God be ſo, to vet even wats Blood ; when 


nothing is dear; nothing delightful to us 


but God and Holineſs; hen ha ve we reach- 
ed the Height of Tal. Ina Word, rel is 
nothing elſe but the Love of God made 
Perſedt in us. And if we would fee jt 


drawn to the Life, we mult contemplate 


it in the Bleſſed Jeſus, Who is the Perfect 
Pattern of Heroick Love. How boaraleſs 
was his Love, when the whole World, and 
how trenſcendent when a World of Ent- 
mies, was the Object of it! How indefa- 
tigable was his Teal! How Wakeful! 
How Meek! How Humble! How Firm 
and Refoly'd! His Labours and Travels, 
his Self- denial, Prayers and Tears, his Si- 
lence and Patience, his Agony and Blood, 
and charitable'Prayers poured out with it 
for his Perſecutors, inſtruct us fully, what 
Divine Love, what Divine Tal is. And 


now, even at this time, Love reigns in 


him as he reigns in Heaven: Love is ſtill the 
_ predominant, the darling Paſſion of his 
Soul. Worthy art thou, O Jeſus! to re- 
ceive Honour, and Glory, and Dominion! 
worthy art thou to fit down with thy Fa- 


ther on his Throne! worthy art thou to, 


judge the World, becauſe thou haſt loved, 
becauſe thou haſt been zealous unto Death, 
becauſe thou haſt overcome] Some there 
are, indeed, who have followed thy bright 
at Een a Ex. 
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of Leni; it conſſts 


Example, though at a great Diſtance. 
Ficſt, . Martyrs, and Confgflors : Next, 
thoſe belovec and admired. Princes, Who 


have. governed their Kingdoms in Righte- 


ouſne S ; to whom the Honour of God, 
and the Good of ths World, has been far 
dearer, than Pleaſure; than Empire, than 


Abſolute. Power, or ns ominous Blaze that 


004 called Glory. And next follow, 
old! this is the Work of Angels, they 
muſt Marſhal the Field of Glory in ag 
Find! of all Things. O my God, may 7 
at leaſt, be one, to fill the Train of this 
Triumphant Proceſſion of that bleſſed Day, 
When a en 15 47 Ther be and Pati- 
ence ain us have I given a 
ſhort: W 540 I Will — 1 
vour to kindle 10 in every e by ſome 
few: Conſi erations, ;, Which will at once 


Mag FM: = 
1, Our own Security 8 Happineſs de- 
at of us a Zeal fruitful in gopd Works. 
2. It is indiſpenſable to the Welfare and 
Good of our Neighbour. | 
lt, , moſt A to the 
Gley of God, |] 


I. Our own Salvation and 1 VALE” de. 


pend upon it. For without this, we reject, 
* at leaſt Krultrate che Counſels of Goa, 


2 


* 


| {Hy in Geaod, J 4 orks 0 


ainſt gur 'own Souls; twas for this Chiiſt = 


urify to himſelf a pert 


died, that he might: 
liar, Peop le. \zealoas -of : 200 
the great End of our Electian; God hath 


the world, that me ſbould be holy and without 


blame before him in love, Ephel. i. 4. which 


is to Nie by Ephif; 2. 10. Where 
God is ſaid to have before ordained that we 
ſbould walk in good works... And the Begin: 
ning of the Verſe minds us, that tis for this 


end God imparts the Light of his Word, 
and the Vigour of his Spirit; and for this 
end he ſanctifies and renews our Na- 


ture; Me are his workmanſhip created in Chriſt. 
Jeſus unto good works, St. Peter tells us, 
That this is that which all the great and 
precious Promiſes of God immediately aim 
at: Eirſt Godlineſs, then Life; Firſt Ver- 
tue, then Glory. What ſhall I fay more ? 
Our Lord in his Narrative of the Laſt Judg+ 


ment, and elſewhere; and his Apoſties, in 


almoſt innumerable Places, have With great 
Power, and great Earneſtneſs, inculcated 
this Doctrine, that we ſhall be judged ac» 
cording to our Works: That Immortality 
and Glory is the Portion, not of Know- 
ledge, but Patience and Charity; not of 
an Orthodox Belief and Specious Preten- 
ſion, but of Righteouſneſs and Zeal; for 
the incorruptible, the never. fading Crown, 


is 4 Cromm of Righteouſneſs, Or if Men 
N 1 will 
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* mabvdnrencs, 1 
2 4 an I — works : 22 
Tub 2 425 thy" works, and F will 
em 


Daoſt thou belisue in G 


of Zeal, ar it conſiſts 

will be judg'd bye Bi Faith, [ati 
the Lan is does not 
alter ths Aer at all; * Faith it ſelf 
N 1 'by be Works. 3 

ppy Be 1 upon our 0 
happy elſe can wg us any comfortable, 
ahy''ratiqnal Aſſutance of it in this Life. 
The Reaſon. is plain; becayſe tis . that 
is the only unqueſtionable Proof of 
Integrity; and Good Works ate the pruit | 
which alone can evidence the Life and 
Truth of our Fun and Loves 2 
know, thut we don ern if we . here 


22 wy faith: by „ 2 jam. 2. 18. 
Why art thou 
nor haly as Heis Holy? Doſt oy belteve in 


Teſw'? Why colt thou not deny thy felf, 


fate 4p thy croſs and follow bins? © Why def 


u not walk as he walked? Doſt —4 be · 
heve a judgment to come? Why doſt thou 


not work out thy ſalvation with fear and trem- 


bling? Why doſt thou not prepare to meet 
thy God 7 Wuy art thou not rich in good 
Works, that thou mayeſt lay up- a good foun- 
dation againſt the timo to come, and lay hold 
an Eternal Lifef Nor are good Works le 
neceſſary to prove our Love than Faith. 
Certainly if we love Holineſs, if we hunger 
ow thirſt after. Rig * ſoeſe, we ſhall 'ne- 


ver 


Fl 


in Good Work, 


ver le N direct — — to the 
ſtrongeſt Pafflons of dur Soul; we ſhall ne- 
ver refuſe' to graril an 1 nelination. Which 
is not only fervent” in us, but its Gratifica- 
tion will prochre us Eternal Rewards too... 
Certainly, if we love God, we cannot but 
ſeek his tory ; we cannot bur'be deſirous 
y maitrain Communion with him, And 
* o,, do we” know any Series that is 
more acceptable to God than good Works ? 
do we know any ao „ pore 
than Ryal? Ds. we love the Jeſus ? 
Ate not good Works" the very this 
Love which himſelf has Bonk ! ifs 
_ love me, Xe will kd, Hd ye do whe 
n 14. 15. Te are iends if ye do what 
pon I command you, x hn 15. 42. The 
Chrift, faith. the Apoſtle, e us 
what to do, to live not to our ſebves, but to 
him that died for us, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 
5 15. What other Returns can we make 
o Jeſus? What other way can we expreſs 
855 Gratitude to him? He fits on the Right 
Hand of God; Al! power is given him in 
derben and nv He does not himſelf 
need our Miniſtry, nor want our Service 
and Charity; bur hear what he ſays, In as 
much as you aid it to one of theſe my little ones, 
15 have done it to me, Mitt. 25. 40. 


2. Our Zeal is indiſpenſabl neceſſary 
to "he Welfare and Happineſs of Other. 
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15 Zeal leſs ſerviceab 


that baile 


D999 4 1755 Nec E061; In 
tereſt 4 reproſſe dich and) propa»; 
Falch e al detends the, 
aith and. ſuppreſſes 1752 and Error ;: 
os Real © converts . the Un 1 „and. 
Ni ids 9 the Believer tis Teal that awa- 
8 7 e he, Luke warm, 


Sth 
ed thens: he Weak, an gnflames. 555 
Oc 11 i holy Emulation; is £54, 
40 ObjeAions > af benen 
51 A 9 5 l Dopy jons, 
raiſed.again Rel OT 5 15 ſes its 
ane; erg Shame and C 4 118 
Word, Saal and Zeal. 77 — 5 „an 
* e Relis ion appear lovely and delight; 
ful, and 1 95 the 'orld to it: For 
his alone can dern the, Goſpel; for it ren- 
lers Vertue more conſpiguous, more taking” 
in Life and Example ple than it can be in the 
Precepts and Deſcriptions of, Words. Nor 
| e to. the Ten poral, than 
Erernal Intereſt of Manki nd. When God 
laid the Foundations of _ World, he laid 
the Foundation of Vertue too; and when 
he formed Man, he wove. the Neceſſity of 
good Works into his very Natare. - How ne- 
ceflary i is Jaſtice to poor Creatures who lie 


tumn 


fo open to Wrongs and Injuries ? How in- 


diſpenſable is Charity, or Generoſity, to theſe 
who are expoſed to ſo many Accidents, 
to ſo many Wants, to ſuch a Viciſſitude of 


Fortune? And beinß all . to ſo ma: 
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ny Follies and Infirmities, to ſo many Miſ. 
takes and Fancies, how ſtrong muſt be our 
Obligation to mutual Forbearance, Patience, 
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abounds in the World; and if there were 
not Vertues and good Works to ballance 
the one, and to reljeve and ſupport us under 
the other, Life Would be intollerable. 80 
that Reveal'd and Natural Religion do 
neceſſarily terminate and center in a Zeal 
for good Works as their ultimate Hd. 


and utmoſt Perfection in this Life; a 
the Rule of our Saviour, Mhatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo an- 
to them, is an Abſtract, not only of the Law 
and the Prophets, but of the Code of Na- 
ture too; and this ſingle Principle, if ſin- 
cerely purſued, will ferment and Work us 
up to the nobleſt Heights of Tal. I mane 
here, if it were neceſſary, eaſily ſhew that 
tal has as happy an Influence on the 
Publict as the Private; that this muſt ani- 
mate that Juſtice and Mercy that ſupports 
the Throne; that it is the Sbul of that Ho- 
nour, Integrity, Generoſity, and Religion, 
which ſupport the States and Kingdoms 
of the World; and without which all Po- 
litick Syſtems mult needs tend to a Diſ- 
ſolution. But I have ſaid enough; and 
from what I have ſaid, the Truth of my 


Third Conſideration naturally appears, 
"IO ls 


. 8 a 
Zeal 5 l 40 if conſiſts : 


1 | | f | * 
3. V. That Tea miniſters moſt effe- 
ctually to the Glory of God. For if Teal 
de in k {elf thus lovely,” thus neceſſary ; if 
the Fruits and Effects of it be thus ſervice- 
able to the Temporal and Eternal Intereſt 


of Man; What a lovely, what an agree- 


able Notion of God ſhall-we form from this 
one Conſideration of him, That he is the 

preat Author of it? That he is the Origin 
and Fountain of that Light and Heat, of 
xt Strength and Power of which *tis 
compounded and conſtituted? He com- 
mands and exacts it; he excites and encou- 
rapes to it by the Promiſe of an Eternal 
Crown, and the raviſhing Fruition of 
Himſelf: He has planted the Seeds of it in 
our Nature, and he cheriſhes them by the 


bleſſed and vigorqus Influences of his 


Word and Spirit. How gracious is the 
Divine Nature! how gracious is the Nivine 


| Government! when the Subſtance of his 


Laws is, That we ſhould Tove as Brethren, 


that we ſhould cloath the Naked, feed the 
Hungry, deliver the Captive, inſtrut the 


Foohth, comfort the Afflicted, forgive one 


another, if need be, Seven times a Day; 


and ſuch like, If to do all this be an Ar- 
gument of being regenerare, and born of 
God; if this be a Proof of his Spirit ruling 
in us, his Nature communicated to us, and 
his Image ſtamp'd upon us, how amiable 


muſt 


l 


in Good Works. 
ates we diſcern- b 8 


% 


nefit, and ſo much Pleaſure, and ſo much 
Beauty, and ſo much Lovelineſs in thoſe 


Qualities which are but faint and imper- 
fett Reſemblances of Him! In a Word, the 
Holineſs of his Children and Servants, i is a 
Demonſtration of the Holineſs of Gad him 
ſelf; and in this conſiſts the very Luſtre of 
Divine Glory. Holineſs is the Flower of 
all his Attributes; the moſt Perſe, becauſe 
the moſt Comprehenſive of all his Divine 
Perfect ions; 8 includes Wiſaben 
Power, and "Good As to Go = 

Caſe is ſo plain, t en Holineſi a 
are commonly uſed as Terms 5 
As to Miſaom, tis evident, This no AQ 
on is commendable and lovely, whatever 
the Matter of it be, unleſs the Principle, 
the Motive of it be Wife. and Rational; 
therefore Wiſdom cannot be ſeparated from 
the Notion of Holineſs. Laſtly, As to Power, 
this muſt needs be compriſed in it too; for 
Beneficence, Which is at leaſt one great 
Branch of Holineſs, muſt unavoidably im- 
ply: Power i in the Benefactor, and Impotence 
and Want in the Bereficiary, And this is 
the Notion wherein Holineſs, when aſc 
bed to God in Scripture, is generally 5 
ken. Holy, holy, holy, Lord: —— of Hof 
Heaven and Earth are fi full 2 * 
expreſs the Greatneſs and ſty, as well 
as the Rectitude and * of the * 
a- 


5 Of 1Zeal, as ir conſiü E 


Nature; and to ſanctif) the Lord God in 
our Hearts, is, in the Language of the 
Scripture, not only to love Him for his 
Goodneſs, but revere and fear him for his 
Majeſty and Greatneſs. Need I here add, 
that the Excellencies of the Crrature, their 
Fitneſs and Subſerviency to the great Ends 
of their Creation, is the Glory of the Cyea- 
tor, juſt as the Beauty, Strength, and Con- 
venience of the Work, is the Honour of the 
Architet? ? If the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
the irrational and inanimate Parts of the 
Creation, ſhew forth the Glory of God, 
how much more do ſpiritual and rational 
pings? And Vertue is the Perfection of 
Reaſon, and Teal of Vertue; for this is that 
which does directly and immediately ad- 
vance thoſe great Ends that are. deareſt 
to God, as I have, 1 Ran ene 
W out. 79} 50 
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1 CHAP. XI. 3 
of Harility. How neceſſary iti to Perſeftion 


UR Saviour has fo often pronoun: 

ced the humbleſt, the greateſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven; he has ſo often pro- 
miſed the firſt Place and the greateſt Exalta- 
tion to the loweſt” Condeſcenfions: He was 
Himſelf ſo illuſtrious an Example of Low- 
8 ö lineſi 


| | 
I ehe gf Fre 1; and = 
ſs le has ſo expreſſy 3 425 his Joy if 
_ Crousm to be the Reward of his Hum 1 
lh, Phil. 2 chat can never think that N 
Man can ever riſe to a more eminent 
N tham that to which the Imitation 
of this Vertue of Chriſt will advance him. 
The more Perfect therefore Man is, the 
more Humbie muſt he be too: The clearer 
View, and the more alſſured Hope he has 
of Heaven, the more unconcerned muſt 
he 1 all thoſe; Things which the World 
Reſpect and Honour. to, the more 
* was” | de above them: The more fer- 
vent his Love of God and his Nbighbour 
growsy,/ the an ly muſt he place 
all his Glory inethis one Thing, the Con- 
formity of his Affections and Life to that 
of the ” Bleſſed Jeſus. Then is he Perfect, 
and the ſame mind is in him that was in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Finally, The more he knows God, 
the nearer he ĩs admitted into Communion 
wath him the more plaihly will he diſcern 
at ho infinite Diſtance: heRands from the 
Divine Majeftyrand Purity; and Will pro- 
ſtrate chimſeif gl into Duft an Aſhes be- | 
fore him. The der Man admires, adores, 
obeys, loves, relies,” truſts, and reſigñs u 
himſelf and all that is dear to him 05 
He is nothing in his oπƷ Eyes; he pre- 
tends to nothing, he lays Claim to nothing, 
6rany other Title than that of the —_— 
neſs 
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neſs: and Bounty of God: Whatever Ver- 
tues he lias, he aſeribes them to the Grace 
— Sol; . 0 the — 4 and Immortality 

5 rags as the G 
2 Lord. And 
he compares not 
e 

reſoicing in 

Noch but Zeal: 


3 — . 


fÞ God: or Charity ben} 2D. put him 


n the 1 own: 9 or Ser- 
vice; but when he glories, it is like St. 
Paal, in his Infirmities, that. dhe . 
n pon him. 
lg my 1 09 cee of Humi-/ | 

Surely tis c to every one 
that thinks at all. Great'is:the — 


Sus 


%. 
— 


Neſt of the hannble Soul here; and great 


wilt be his Glory hereafter. | _ * ves 

not the World nor the hings of it, the laſt 

of the fleſb, the luſt of the eyes, and he pride 
Calm and 


a e Md. There is 20 ObjeRt char 


can raiſe any Storm in him; there is no- 


thing that can breed in him uncaſy De- 
ſires and Fears. He that loves the F- 
ther, is fixed on an immutable àad perfect 
Good; and he that nom quits all for God, 
participate of the PRs of 


ſhall one 
God, and or e ever. 


- : 2 * 
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Of Humility: 5 


lity? Need I guard him againſt ſpiritual 
Pride? One would think twere altogether 
uſeleſs to attempt it. Is it poſſible that the 
Creature ſhould think himſelf ſo indepen- 


dent of his Creator, that he ſhould be able 


to pay him more Service than were due to 
him? Is it poſſible that Man ſhould ſet 
ſuch a rate upon his own Righteouſneſs, as 
to think it capable of deſerving the utmoſt 
Rewards that an Infinite God can beſtow 
upon him? Is it poſſible, in a Word, that 
Man, poor, frail, ſinſul Man; Man, that 
can do nothing that is Good, but by the 
Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace; Man, de- 
praved and corrupted in his Nature, and 
but a very ill Husband of Grace; is it poſſi» 
ble, I ſay, that Man ſhould be proud to- 
wards God, towards that Glorious and In- 
comprehenſible Being, who is the Crea- 
tor and Lord, the Monarch and Patron 
the God and Father of Heaven and Earth * 
But as abſurd as this is, univerſal Experi- 
ence teaches us, that Humility, true Hu- 
mility is a hard Leſſon ; and that very ex- 


cellent Perſons are not out of the Danger of 


falling into vicious Elations of Mind. In 
order therefore to promote the one, and 
ſecure us againſt the other, I will pro- 


poſe theſe Two or Three Conſiderati- 


ONns4 


F f 1. There 
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Need I invite and exhort Man to Hami. 
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OF Humility. 


1. There never was meer Man yet that 


did not fall ſhort of his Duty. 


2. Man is the Creature of God, de- 
pends upon him, and has received all 
from him; and therefore let him do the 
utmoſt he can, he does no more than his 
Duty. 

3. God ſtands in no Need of our Ser- 
vice; and 'tis our owz, not his Intereſt we 
promote by it. 


1. There never was meer Man yet, 
c. For Proof of this, I will not fly to 
Original Corruption, or Sins of Infirmity. 
Alas! I need not. The Apoſtle, Rom, r. 
and 2. and 3. Ch. lays the Foundation of 
Juſtification by Faith, in the univerſal 
Defection and Depravation of Mankind. 
They are altogether gone out of the way, there 
is none that doth Good, no not one. And 
what Sins he there charges the World with, 
the Catalogue he gives us of them will in- 
form us. But are we no better than they? 
I anſwer, The Light of the Goſpel, and 
the preventing Grace of God has undoubt- 
edly given a great Check to the Progreſs 
of Sin in the World: But ſince no Man can 


be Juſtified but through Faith in the Blood 


of Jeſus, *tis plain that we too muſt be con- 
cluded under Sin. And though or Sins 
may not in the Number or Scandal e- 


qual 


| Of Humility, 

qual theirs; yet we ought to remember 
too, that every Sin is the more provoking, 
the more voluntary it is; and the greater 
the Grace is which it reſiſts and deſpiſes. 
But what need I compare our Selves with 
the Few or Gentile ? What need I prove 


by Argument and Authority, that no Man 


ever yet liv'd, or will live without Sin? I 


mean Mortal Sin. Who ever yet look'd 


back diligently into his paſt Life, and did 
not meet with Stains and Deformities e- 


nough? When I conſider what Legions of 
Sins are rang'd under thoſe two Banners 


of the Devil, the Filthineſs of the Fleſh, 
and of the Spirit; when I call to mind 
Envy, Diſcontent, Murmuring, Diſtruſt, 
Pride, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Wilful- 


neſs, Contention, Frowardneſs, Paſſion; 


Diſſimulation, Falſhood, Flattery; and a 
Thouſand other Sins; and when I reflect 
upon the Weakneſſes and Propenſions of 
Nature, and the almoſt innumerable Tem- 
ptations to which we are expoſed, I muſt 
confeſs I am not at all ſurpriſed to think, 
that no Fleſh can be Tuſtified in the Sight 
of God by a Covenant of Works: And 
when ever I find any upon a Death-Bed, 
as I do ſome; acquitting themſelves from 
the Guilt of any deliberate Wickedneſs, I 
rather admire their Ignorance and Partia- 
lity, than their Innocence. And yet, af- 
ter all, a good Man is not to examine him- 

Ff 2 a 
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| Of Humility. 

ſelf only concerning the Evil that he has 
done, but alſo concerning the Good which 
he has omitted. He muſt enquire, how 
far he has fallen ſhort of that Poverty of 
Spirit, and Purity of Heart, which he 
ought to have come up to: And how far 
he has been wanting in thoſe Duties which 
a thorough Zeal would have puſh'd him 
on to. And when he has done this, let 
him be proud if he can. 

2. Man is the Creature of God, depends 
upon him, and has receiv'd all from Him. 
And therefore let him do the utmoſt he 
can, he does no more than his Duty : And, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, cannot merit of him. He 
that will pretend to Merit, muſt be his 


own Maſter; he muſt have a right over 


his own Actions; he muſt be free to diſ- 
poſe of his Affections and Services as he 
pleaſes. For if he be antecedently bound, 
if he have no Liberty, no Freedom, no 
Right to diſpoſe of himſelf, or any Thing 
he is poſſeſſed of, tis plain ſuch an one can- 
not merit. And this is the direct Caſe be- 
tween God and Man. God is the great 
Lord, the great Proprietor of Heaven and 
Earth. He that gives Alms, does but re- 
ſtore a part of what God lent him: He 


that takes patiently the Lofs of Goods, or 


Health , or Friends, does but give back 
what he had no right to retain: He was 
but Tenant at Will, and had no Right to 

any 


Of Humility. 
any Thing longer than God thought fit to 
continue it, And in all other Inſtances of 
Duty the Caſe will be ſtill plainer. If he 
adore and worſhip God, there is infinite 
Reaſon that he ſhould; for he depends 
upon him for his Being and Preſervation. 
If he love God never ſo much, God has de- 
ſerv'd much more than he can pay him: 
Not only the Enjoyments of Life, but 
- even Life it ſelf, being derived from him. 


437 


From this Argument it will follow, that 


it is impoſſible for a Creature to merit of 
its Creator : Angels themſelves never could. 
For might it not be ſaid with as much 
Truth concerning them, as concerning 
Man, Who made thee to differ? Or what haſt 
thou which thou didſt not receive? And if 


thou haſt received it, why doſt thou boaſt as 


if thou hadſt not received it? 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
And the fame may be concluded concern- 
ing Adam in Paradiſe, For I demand, 
Had he kept the Covenant of God, had 
he done this by Divine Grace, or by his 
own Strength? If by the Grace of God, 
as Divines generally hold, then may we 
apply the Expreſſion of St. Auſtin to Adam, 
as well as to any one now under the Diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel: That when God 
rewards the works of Man, he does only crown 
in him his own Gifts. But ſuppoſe he had done 
this by his om natural Strength: Were not 
the Endowments of Natare, as much the 

"FT Y Gifts 
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Gifts of God, as the Endowments of Grace ? 


the one were Nataral,the other Supernatural 


Gifts: Both Gifts ſtill, though of a diffe- 
rent kind. If it be here Objeea, If this be 
ſo, how comes St. Paul to affirm, To him 


that worketh is the reward due, not of Grace 


but of Debt? Rom, 4. 4. I Anſwer, Firſt, 
God ſeems, when he enters into Covenant 
with Man, to ſuſpend, or lay aſide the na- 
tural Right which he has over him as his 
Creature; and to tranſa& with him as free, 
and Maſter of himſelf: But this is all in- 
finite Condeſcenſion. Secondly, It ſeems 
unſuitable to the infinite Goodneſs of God, 
to bereave Man of the Life and Happi- 
neſs he has once conferr'd upon him, un- 
leſs he forfeits it by ſome Demerit ; The gifts 
and calling of God are without Repentance ; 
not can I think how Death, which has fo 
much Evil in it, could have enter*d the 
World, if $:z had not enter'd it firſt. In 
this Senſe, unſinning Obedience gives a 
kind of right to the Continuance of thoſe 
good Things, which are at ft the meer 
Effects of Divine Grace and Bounty, Laf- 
ly, A Covenant of Works being once eſta- 
bliſh'd, *cis plain, that as Sin forfeits Life, 
ſo Obedience mult give a Right to it: And 
as the Penitent could not be reſtored, but 
by an Act of Grace, ſo he that commits 
no Sin, would need no Pardon. But then 
Life it ſelf, and an Ability to work Righ- 
Dc. 


Of Humility, 
teouſneſs, muſt be owing to Grace antece- 
dent to the Covenant: And ſo ſuch an one 
would have whereof to boaſt comparative- 
ly, with reſpect to others who fell; but 
not before God, The ſum of all is, Man 
has nothing to render to Goa, but what he 
has received from him : And therefore can 
offer him nothing but his own: Which is 
no very good Foundation for Merit. But 
ſuppoſe him abſolute Maſter of himſelf ; 
ſuppoſe him holding all Things indepen- 
dent of God. Can the Service of a few 
Days merit Immortality and Glory, An- 
gelical Perfection, and a Crown? He muſt 
be made up of Vanity and Preſumption, 
that dares affirm his. | 


3. God ſtands in no need of our Ser- 
Vice; and *tis our own, not his Intereſt we 
promote by it. The Foundation of Merit 
amongſt Men is Impotence and Want : The 
Prince wants the Service and Tribute of 
the Subject; the Subject the Protection of 
the Prince: The Rich needs the Miniſtry 
and the Labour of the Poor; the Poor 
Support and Maintenance from the Rich. 
And it is thus in Imaginary, as well as 
real Wants. The Luxury and Pleaſure 
of one, muſt be provided for and ſupport- 
ed by the Care and Vigilance of others: 
And the Pomp and the Pride of one part 
of the World cannot ſubſiſt, but on the 

Ff 4 Servi- 
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Servitude. of the other. In theſe Caſes, 
therefore, mutual Wants create mutual 
Rights, and mutual Merit. But this is 
not the Caſe between God and Man. God 
is not ſubjeft to any Wants or Neceſſi- 
ties: Nor is his Glory or Happineſs ca pa- 
ble of Diminution or Increaſe. He is a 
Monarch, that needs no Tribute to ſup- 
port his Grandour, nor any Strength or 
Power beſides his own, to guard his 
Throne. If we revolt, or rebel, we can- 
not injure Him: If we be loyal and obe- 
dient, we cannot profit Him, He has all 
Fulneſs, all Perfection in himſelf: He is 


an Almighty and All- ſufficient God. But 


on the quite contrary, though Goa have 
no Wants, we have many: And though 


bis Majeſty and Felicity be ſubject to no 


Viciſſitude, we are ſubject to many. Our 
Service to God therefore is our own Inte- 


reſt; and our Obedience is defign'd to pro- 


cure our own Advantage : We need, we 
daily need his Support and Protection; we 
depend intirely on his Favour and Patro- 


nage: In him we live, and move, and have 


our Being: And from Him, as from an 


22 ible Fountain, we derive all the 
Streams of Good, by which we are re- 
' freſhed and improved. To know, and 
love him is our Wiſdom; to depend up- 
on him, our Happineſs and Security; ta 
ferve and worſhip him , our Perfection 
V ̃ ᷣ ] ITE RSEDS 
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Of Humility. 
and Liberty; to enjoy him will be our 
Heaven; and thoſe Glimpſes of his Pre- 
ſence, which we are vouchſafed through 
the Spirit in this Life, are the Pledges and 
Foretaſte of it. This is the conſtant 
Voice of Scripture: Every good gift, and eve- 
ry perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
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from the Father of Lights, Jam. 1. 17. If 


were hungry, I would not tell thee; for the 
| World is mine, and the Fulneſs thereof. 
Will T eat the Fleſh of Bulls, or arink the 
Blood of Goats? Offer anto God Thankſzi- 
ving, and pay thy Vows unto the moſt high: 
and call upon me in the Day of Trouble; I will 
deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, Pſal. 
50. 12, 13, Cc. If thou be Righteous, what 
giveſt thou unto him? Thy Wickedneſs may 
burt 4 Man, as thou art, and thy  Righte- 
 ouſneſs may profit the Son of Man, Job 35: 


7 8. 
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Of the Impediments 


8 E C T. III. 
Of che Impediments of Perſection. Five Im- 


pediments reckon'd up, and inſiſted on. 1. 
Too looſe a Notion of Religion. 2. An 
Opinion that Perfection is not attainable, 
3. That Religion is an Enemy to Pleaſure, . 
4. The Love of the World, 5. The Iufir- 
mity of the F leſh. The whole concluded 
with a Prayer. g 


HFough I have been all along carry- 

ing on the Deſigy of this Section, 
that is, the Removing the Obſtacles of 
Perfection; yet I eaſily foreſaw there might 
be ſome which would not be reduc'd with- 
in the Compaſs of the foregoing Heads: 
For theſe therefore I reſery'd this Place, 


Theſe are Five. 


§. 1. Some ſeem to have entertain'd 
ſuch a Notion of Religion, as if Moderati- 


on here, were as neceſſary as any where 


elſe. They look upon Teal as an Exceſs 
of Righteouſneſs; and can be well enough 


content to want Degrees of Glory, if they 
can but ſave their Souls: To which End 


they can ſee no Neceſſity of Perfection. 


Now I would beſeech ſuch ſeriouſly to lay 
to Heart, that Salvation and Damnation 
are Things of no common Importance: And 
* theres 


of N Perfection. 
therefore it highly concerns them not to 


be miſtaken in the Notion» they form to 
themſelves of 5 4 For the Nature 


of Things will not be altered by their Fan- 
cies; nor will God be mocked or impoſed 
on. If we will deal ſincerely with our 
ſelves, as in this Caſe it certainly behoves 
us to do, we_muſt frame our Idea of Re- 
ligion, not from the Opinions, the Man- 
ners or the Faſhions of the World; but 
from the Scriptures. And we muſt not in- 
terpret theſe by our own Inclinations ; 
but we muſt judge of the Duties they pre- 
ſcribe, by thoſe Deſcriptions of them, by 
thoſe Properties and Effects, which we 
find there. We muſt weigh the Deſign 
and End of Religion; which is to pro- 
mote the Glory of God, and the Good 
of Man, and to raiſe us above the World, 
and the Body: And ſee how our Plat- 
form, or Model of Religion, ſuits with 
it, And if after we have done this, we 
are not fully ſatisfied in the true Bounds 
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and Limits which part Vice and Vertue, it 


cannot but be ſafeſt for us to err on the 
Right Hand. We ought always to remem- 


ber too, That the repeated Exhortations in 


Scripture to Diligence, and that the moſt 
earneſt and indefatigable ones, to Vigi- 


lance, to Fear and Trembling, to Patience, 


ro Stedfaſtneſs, and ſuch like, are utterly 
inconſiſtent with an eaſy , lazy, gentile 
wy | 4 1 
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Religion. That the Life of Jeſus is the fair. 
eſt and fulleſt Comment on his Doctrine: 
And, That we never are to follow the 
Examples of a corrupt World, but of the 
beſt Men, and the beſt Ages. This, this 
one Thing alone, will convince us, what 
Endeavours, what Virtues are neceſſary to 
gain an. incorruptible Crown. See with 
what Eagerneſs the Diſciples of Jeſus preſſed 
toweras the Mark ! See with what Courage, 
nay Joy too, they took ap their Croſs and 
followed Him! How generous were their 
 Alms! So that the Riches of their Liber a- 
 &ty were conſpicuous in the very Depth of 
their Poverty, What Plainneſs and Single- 
neſs of Heart; what Grace and Warmth, 
what Peace and Joy ſhew'd it ſelf in their 
Converſation! what Modeſty, what Hu- 
mility in their Garb, Deportment, and the 
whole Train of Life! How frequent, how 
fervent, and how long too, were their 
Prayers and Retirements! In one word, 
The Spirit: and Genius of a Diſciple of 
Chriſt diſcover'd it ſelf in all they ſaid and 
did: And the Vertues of their Lives did 
as evidently diſtinguiſh a Chriſtian from a 


Jew, or Pagan, as their Faith. How lovely 
was Religion then! how full its Joy, how 
ſtrong its Confidence! Then did Chriſtians - 
truly overcome the World: Then did the 

live above the Body: Then was the Croſs 
of Chriſt more delightful, than the Eaſe, 


of Ferfeclion. 


or Honour, the Pride, or Pleaſure, of a 
ſinful Life: Then did they truly, through 


the Spirit, wait for the Hope of Righte- 


ouſneſs by Faith. Let us now compare 


4s 


oar Lives with theirs, and then fit down -» 


content with poor and beggarly Attain- 


ments if we can. Let us put our Vertues 
in the Scales againſt theirs; and, if we 
have any Modeſty, the Inequality will 


put us out of Countenance : We ſhall bluſh 
at our Vanity; and ſhall not have the 
Confidence to expect the fame Crown, 
the ſame Kingdom with them. But as 
too lax a Notion of Religion is apt to be- 
get too much Indifference and Unconcern- 
ment ; ſo will it be faid, too exalted an one 
is apt to beget Deſpair : Which is a Second 
and no 4% Obſtacle of Perfection. 

$. 2. Many there are, who forming 
their Judgment upon the Slips and Deſects 
of Good Men, and the Corruption' of Hu- 
man Nature, conceive Perfection to be a 


meer imaginary Notion, They believe 


indeed, that, conſidering how apt Man is 
to fall ſhort of his Duty, 'tis very fit that 
the Rule preſcrib'd him ſhould be exact; 


and that he ſhould be frequently preſſed, 


and exhorted to Perfection: But that the 
Thing it /e/f is too difficult for Mortal Man 
to attain in this Life. But to this Objecti- 


on J muſt oppoſe theſe few Things which I 


believe will be ſufficieat to remove it. 
| 1. The 


* 
1 
* 
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Of the Impediments 
1. The Beginning of | Virtue is the moſt, 


difficult part of it: The. nearer we ap- 


| proach to Perfection, the eaſier, as well as 


pleaſanter, is Religion. And therefore, 


Whoever ſtartles at the Difficulties, which 


lie in the way to an exalted Virtue, has as 
much reaſon to be ſtartled at thoſe which 


will encounter him in his firſt Entrance up- 


on Religion: And yet theſe muſt be con- 
quered. 2. The avoiding the .Difficul- 
ties of Religion, does bur. plunge us into | 
worſe. We are neceſſarily under this Di- 
lemme : If we will attain the Peace and 
Tranquillity of the Mina, we muſt. mor- 


tiſy and reduce the Appetites of the Bo- 


& :. If, on the other hand, Nr to 
oratify the Appetites of the Boay, and en- 
joy the Pleaſure of Sia, we cannot do ſo 
without offering much Violence to the 
Mind. And if this be ſo; if ſuch be the 
War and Oppoſition between the Soul 


and the Body, that there is no way to a 


true and well - ſettled Peace, and Pleaſure, 
but by the Reduction and Mortification of 
the one or the other; then it will be eaſy 
to n what we are to do. For thoſe 
Appeals which Atheiſts, themſelves make 


to Reaſon, proclaim the Sow of Man: to 
be the Ruling and Nobler Part of him: 
Beſides, the Soul is the more vital, the more 
tender 9's ſenſible part of us: And conſe- 


quently, t 


e Afflict ion of hi, muſt RO 
| ar 
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far more miſerable, than any Hardſhips or 


Difficulties Virtue can impoſe upon the 
Body. 3. Whatever be the Difficulties of Vir- 
tue, they will ſoon vaniſh if we often call to 
mind, That Peace and Joy are the Fuit of 
Virtue; but Shame and Remorſe of Sin: 
That no Man ever yet repented of his re- 
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ſiſting and conquering his Luſts; but no 


Man ever yet did not repent of following 
them ; unleſs he died \as much a Brute as 
he lived: That Heaven is a cheap Pur- 
| chaſe, whatever it coſts us; bur the Plea- 
ſure of Sin a very dear one, how eaſil 

ſoever we come by it: And finally, That 
we are not our own Maſters: There is a 
God to whom we ſtand accountable for 
our Actions: And conſequently whether 
we will, or will not, we muſt either un- 
dergo the Hardſhip and Diſcipline of Vir- 
tue, or the Eternal Plagues and Puniſh- 
ments of Sin. Laſtly, The Truth is, this 
Opinion of the Inpoſſibility of Perfection, 
has both been begot and cheriſhed by thoſe 
wild Schemes of it, which have been drawn 
by the Hands of a flaming, indeed, but an 
indiſcreet Zeal. But I have here recom- 
mended to the World, no fantaſtick, or 
Enthuſiaſtick Perfection. I have advan- 


ced no Heights of Virtue, but what ma- 


ny do, I hope, at this Day actually feel 
and experiment in themſelves: None, I 


am ſure, but what the Followers of the 


Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Jeſus actually attain*d and practis'd. 
Be ye followers of as, ſaid the Apoſtle, as 
we are of Chriſt. Their Lives were as bright 
a Rule as their Doctrine: And by their 
own Actions they demonſtrated the Power 
of the Faith they taught. They did not 
like the Scribes and Phariſees, bind heavy 
Burdens upon others, and not move them with 
their Finger; they did not, like Plato and 
Ariſtotle, magnity Temperance and Mo- 
deſty at the Tabernacles and Carnavals of 


Princes; nor commend the Pleaſure of 


Wiſdom in the Gardens of Epicarus: But 
they lived as they taught, unſpotted by the 
Pleaſures, unbroken by the Troubles of 
the World; modeſt, ſerene, equal, and 
Heavenly minded, in Honour or Diſho- 
nour, Want or Abundance, Liberty or 


Priſon, Life or Death. Let us then no 


longer Object or Diſpute, but with Faith and 
Patience be Followers of thoſe who have 
inherited the Promiſes: Being encompaſſed 
with 4 Cloud of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide 
every Weight, and the Sin which doth ſo ea- 
fily beſet us; and let us run with Patience the 
Race that is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſas, 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith; who 


for the Joy that was ſet before him, endured 
the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet 


aown at the right Hand of the Throne of God. 
For conſider him that endured ſuch Contra- 


diftion of Sinners againſt himſelf ;, leſt Je 


eld. 5 
'e wearied 
1, 2. 
vour to fete or 


igion, not to can er 
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11 a in. your. Mind, 
haye done with thoſe w 
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endea- 


upon this ſetting up the Doctrine of Per- 


fection, as a Deſign agai 


of Mankind, What, ſays. ſuch à on 
profins Feuer ah PUP 


ſhall I let go my 


my Hands, to N a 


and I know not where ?. 


oft the Pleaſures 


know not x. hat, 


Shall I 


quit. Pleas . 


ſares that are every where obvious, for ſuch 
it may be, but ing Spe. 


never to 90 en- 


as have no Bei 
culation? Or at 
joyed by any, but ſome fe rare 
py Creatures, the Favourites 1 
Nature? Pleaſares that have 5 
Subſtance in them, for ſuch as Lcan no 


caſt, are 


Manas 3 


more graſp and reliſh than I can Preams 


and 


iſions? But to this 
pretty Talk is all but ſtupi 


a 


anſwer, 2 
gnor ance, and 


groſs, Miſtakes. For, 1. As to innocent 
and virtuous Pleaſure, no Man needs 1155 


with it. 
of this; 
he that 
ſure befi 
taken. 
Pleaſure. 
true Purity of Heart, 
full of Pleaſure as the Buſineſs of 
Gg | 


Had we but 
what. could be ſo 
Religion? ? 
What 


I endeavour. not 5 
but to reſine andi 1 it. 
refers either ſilly, or i — 
re Religion, is wretchedly 19 
o. 2. Perfect 
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What can be more delightful than bleſ⸗ 
ſing and praifi God to a grateful Soul; 


e to 4 Soul fgrchned! From the 


Brink of Deftrution; into the Boſom of 
its Maſter ? What can be more trar 

ing than the melting Tenderneſſes of a ho- 
ly Contrition, made up, like Mary Magda- 
lens, of Tears and Kiſſes, Sorrow and Love, 


H umility and Glory, Confuſion and Con- 


fidence, Shame and Joy? What can be 

mote tranſporting than oe, the Love of 
a Chriſtian, When he is all Love, 4g God is 
Love ; When he- defires nothin ng in Heaven 
v on Earth," bit Cod; when all things are 


j 15 and aro 2 him in 'Compariſan 0 A eſas ? 


on 2 ſures of the World be more 
+= rnb 4 9 15 thoſe of Religion, tis be- 

Saule dur ich is weak, our Love imper- 
fect, and our Life unſteady. A conſtans 


Fruit of Perfection alone. The Peace and 
of the Holy Ghoft reigns no where, 
it where that Zeal and Love, which 1 is an 

Effect of the Fulneſs of the Spirit, reigns 

too. I had once propoſed to have inſiſted 

dn che Reaſons of this here; but this La- 
bour i is prevented, for they are very obvi- 
ous to any one who harh read the Chapter 
of Teal with Serioufneſs and Attention. 


Laſtly, What is inſinuated in the 0% ſecklon, 


Thar the Pleaſures of the World, ke more 
numerous, or obvious, than thoſe of Re- 
| ligion, 


G 


1 2 
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ligion, is altogether a falle and groundleſs 
Fancy. In every Place, and in every State, 
do the Pleaſures of Vettue wait upon the 
Perfect Man. They depend not, like thoſe 
of the Body, on a thouſand Things that are 
not in our Power, but only on God, and 
our own Integrity. But this Part of the 
Object ion 1 have, [ think, for ever baffled, 
Fel. 1. Chap. 4. Theſ® Of actes of Perfection 
being thus reared. and the Mind of Man 
being fully convinced of the Happineſs that 
reſults from a State of Perfection, and of 
his Obligation to ſurmount the Difficulties 


which obſtruct his way to it, there ſeems 


to be nothing 'now left to diſappoint che 
Succeſs of this Diſcourſe, bur ſomewhat 
too much Fondneſs for the World, or ſome- 
What too much Indulgence to the Body; 


which I am next, "OR but "Ol brief 


70 confider. ws, 


1 There is a 2 of the Wirla, 
whick ithough it be not, either for the Mat- 
ter, or 'Degree of it, Criminal enough to 
deſtroy, our Sincerity, and our Hopes of 
Salvation; yet is it 1700 enough to abate 
our Vigour, hinder our Perfection, and be- 
reave us of many Degrees of Pleaſure at 
prefent, and Glor hereafter. The Imdi- 
cations of this kind of Love of the World, 
are too much Concern for the Pomp and 
 Shew of Lite; too much Exactneſs in the 
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Of the Tmpedjments 
Modes and Cuſtoms, of it; too quick 2 
Senſe ö Hohour and Reputation, Pre-emi- 
nence and Praiſe; too much Haſte, and 
tod much 'Tadultry to grow rich, to add 
Fouſe ro Houſe, Land to Land, and to load 
pur ſelves with thick and heavy Clay; too 
Brisk 2 Reliſh of the Pleaſyres of the World; 
too great a Galeſ of Mind upon the Suc- 
ceſſes ; too much Hejectian upon the Diſaſ- 
ters and Diſappointments of it; too much 
Care, and too much Piligence; an encum- 
bering and embroiling one's ſelf too far in 

Workclly Affairs; io much Diwerſion, too 
much Eaſe. "Theſe, I fay, are the Symptoms 


ofa Mind rainted with a Love of the World, 
though not ſq far. as to Sickneſs and Death. 
However, it will. be enough to check the 
Vigour, and dilute the Reliſh of che Mind. 
Now the only, Way to overcome this De- 
ect, and to Lava te the Mind entirely 
to the Love and Service of Religion and 
Vertue, is to conſider frequently and feri- 
ouſly the Rewards of Perfection, the Plea- 
fire that will attend it in another Life. 
Had the Jong Man in the Goſpel done this; 
had he had as lively a Notion, and as true 
an Eſtimate of the Riches of Eternity, as 
He had of Temporal ones, he would never 
Rave gone away ſorrowful, when he was ad- 
vifed to have exchanged the Treaſures 1 
Earth for thoſe of Heaven. Had the Sou 
of Martha been as much taken up with the 
& rer.. WY i 12 Lis 0 Bon hts 
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Thoughts of Eternity, às that of May 
8 have — the ſame ber | 
ſbe did. They who often think, how ſoon the 
Faſhion, the Pomp and Grandour of, this 
World paſſes away, and how much better 
their Heaven) Country is than their Earth. 
ly'; how.- much more laſting, and how 
much-.more.. glorious the New Jeruſalem, 
that City that has foundations, whoſe builder 
and maker is God, than this City of ours, 
which may be overthrown in a Moment; 
will neither weep, nor rejoyce, with too 
much Paſſion; neither buy, nor poſſeſs 
with too much Application of Mind. In 
one Word, he that fo often and devoutl7 
thinks of that Day, wherein Chriſt, who is 
our life, ſhall appear, and we alſo appear with 
him in glory, that he comes to love and long 
for it; ſuch an one will have no great 
Taſte of the Honours, or the Pleaſures, or 
the Intereſts of Life; nor will he be ſlothful 
or \ remiſs, - but fervent in Spirit, © ſerving 
the Lord: Whatever Degrees of Affection 
he had for any thing of that Nature, they 
will all vaniſh ; he will have no Emulation, 
but for good Works ; no Ambition, but for 
Glory; I mean, that which is Eternal. In 
the Purſuit of this will he lay out the 
Strength and Vigour of his Mind, for this 
he will retrench his Profit, for this he will 
deny his Pleaſure, for this he will be con- 
tent ta be Obſcure, Mean, and * 
Ter 3 nn as. SOFA =: 


ar if che Warld- be once / crucified: to him, 
will the more 7 0 n bon "boi 
- envelied to i n | | 
© 1 5 Ala 
= 7 $a Aker all, ako is an by Ne 
the Hleſb, againſt which if we do nor guard 
4 | ourſelves, if we do not firuggle heartily, 
$ we ſhall aayy.. The Spirit is willing, ſaid 
1 | - our. Saviour, ad Heſb is weak. Without 
much Care, and much Watchfulneſs, the 
Vigour of our Minds will be relaxed; the 
Exulration of our Spirits will flag and droop; 
and we.ſhall ſoon loſe the Reliſh there is in 
Religion. The more effectual Remedies a- 
gainſt this Fra iley and Fickleneſs of our Na- 
ture, are Iv. Hirſ, Godly Fear; and this, 
the Purity and Preſence of God, the strict. 
neſs and rhe Impartiality of a Judgment to 
came, the Loſs of an Eternal Crown, the 
Terrors of Eternal Puniſhment, the Num- 
13 ber and Srrength of Temptations, the de- 
| plorable Falls of the greateſt Saints, and 
the Conſcience of our own Weakneſs, will 
, — — Let us then, not on- 
in, but alſo, perfect Holineſs in thi fear 
Ny Bleſſed. is 2 feareth alma we _ 
condly, The Stedfaſtneſs of Hope; of Hope 
that waits and longs for 2 0 Coming of 
our Lord. This will invite us often to take 
a View of Canaam; this will fill the Mind 
often with the Beauties and the Glories 
of, Erernity ; ; this will often call to out 
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of Perfeclion. er | 
Thoughts, the Security, the Reſt, the Tran 
ports of another World, the Love of God 
and .of Jeſus, incorruptible Crowns, the 
Hallelujahs of Angels, the Shouts of Vi- 


ctory, the Fruit of the Tree of Life, the 
Streams that water the Paradiſe of God. 


And every ſuch Object will chide us out df 


our Weakneſs and Cowardiſe; every ſuch 


Thought will upbraid us out of our Lazi- 
neſs and Negligence; we ſhall hear always 
ſounding in our Ears the Words of J 
to his Diſciples, What ! can ye not watch mit 


2 * 


me one hour, and yet do yoù expect to reign 
with me for ever? Or thoſe to the Church 


of Laodicea, To him that overcometh will. I 


18 


ave overcome, and am [ate down with my Fa- 
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ther on his "Throne. „ 
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the to fit with me upon my Throne; as I 
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And ud, Nia af yoo” Gal 1 hand 


done you any Service, if you think your 


ſelf under any Obligation to ne, the Re- 


turn I beg from you is, that you will fin 


* 


N 


offer Praiſe, and Thanks unto God; and 


next, whenever you are in the Vigour of 


the Spirit, and the Ardors of Faith and 


Love, before God in Prayer, put up theſe, 
or the like Petit ions for me, which I now 
offer up for my ſelt. 
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7 * 1 0 : wy ny. e | OT 6s | 
WW" Kpowledge of thy Word, und the Grace 
: thy Spirit in mt. Enable me to perfect Hos. | 
. tipeſs'm 45 Fear, and to hold tft the Steafaſt-, | 
neſs of t : Hope unto the End. ee 4 he 
Sins and Errors of 2 and vil I 
imper} ee, 12 Jeſus C 77 bt. 
becanſe, thou gh, after 3; we can do, me are une 
profitable ror ited thy Infinite Bounty will et; 
certainly recompence our ſincere Endeavoars ta 0 
promote thy Glor); let me find ny Reward from 
1 . thee; or rather ao thou, thy felf voluhſafe to be 
_ Reward, I ſpodld have ever thought my 
= 2 unworthy to have put ap... this Petition io 


4 - thee, O tho glorious and incomprehenſible Mas: * 
bw Je 96%, hall not thine own Goos meſs, . own... 
; Spirit kindled this Ambition in me. Behold, 

#3 what manner of Love is this, that we ſhould be 

WW - talled ebe Sons of 6.0 D! "Theſe are the Woras | 

f , 3 of thy Servant Ft. I ohn: And nom ba f 

_ = "Soul can never be at reſt, till 1 awake at | 

1 e laſt Day after thy Likeneſs ; . 1 can never be 

1 | farisfied till I behold thy Glory Mpio vogch- J 

== 25 me, I beſeech thee, by 755 Mercy and th 

1 ry ara by the Safferings py POP 

on of thy Dearh OY d i 
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